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E-011055/13 by Franz Obermayr to the Commission

Subject: Stick-on children’s tattoos that pose a risk to health
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E-011102/13 by Oreste Rossi to the Commission

Subject: Seismic risk affecting the Rogun dam in Tajikistan
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E-011122/13 by Antigoni Papadopoulou to the Commission
Subject: Turkey’s accession process
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P-011134/13 by Sandra Petrovi¢ Jakovina to the Commission
Subject: Eligibility criteria for the Youth Employment Initiative
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E-011151/13 by Francisco Sosa Wagner to the Commission
Subject: The re-emergence of the golden share and European telecommunications policy
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E-011166/13 by Jarostaw Leszek Watesa to the Commission

Subject: Final payments for projects supported by the Cohesion Fund
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E-011194/13 by Nikolaos Chountis to the Commission

Subject: Institutional aspects of the privatisation programme in Greece
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E-011203/13 by Ramon Tremosa i Balcells to the Commission

Subject: French reform of the national railway system — effects on the national regulatory body in the context of

the Fourth Railway Package
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E-011221/13 by Claudiu Ciprian Tinisescu to the Commission
Subject: 112 emergency number
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E-011236/13 by lan Hudghton to the Commission
Subject: EU twinning arrangements
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E-011254/13 by Struan Stevenson to the Commission
Subject: Early retirement schemes
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E-011255/13 by Fiona Hall to the Commission
Subject: EED online platform
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E-011258/13 by Niki Tzavela to the Commission

Subject: Crude oil indexation and the decision in RWE v Gazprom case
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E-011259/13 by Niki Tzavela to the Commission

Subject: Effects of backloading and structural reform of the ETS
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E-011260/13 by Roberta Angelilli to the Commission
Subject: Possible funding for the creation of the Home of Culture and Applied Arts in the Marcigliana-Cinquina
area of Rome
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E-011263/13 by Laurence J.A . Stassen to the Commission

Subject: Gezi Park protests: human rights violations by the Turkish authorities
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E-011264/13 by Matteo Salvini to the Commission

Subject: Request for measures to support 204 workers facing dismissal at Plasmon
Versione italiana e 596
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E-011265/13 by Jorg Leichtfried to the Commission

Subject: Commission flyer on animal welfare and the terms it uses
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E-011267/13 by loannis A. Tsoukalas to the Council

Subject: Stroke prevention and atrial fibrillation management
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E-011268/13 by David Casa to the Commission

Subject: EIB support for Bulgaria
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E-011269/13 by David Casa to the Commission

Subject: EU to establish more Union-wide level competitions in more fields
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E-011270/13 by David Casa to the Commission

Subject: India-EU Free Trade Agreement
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E-011272/13 by David Casa to the Commission

Subject: Multilingualism in Europe
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E-011273/13 by David Casa to the Commission

Subject: Slow broadband services
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E-011274/13 by David Casa to the Commission

Subject: Moldovan wines
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E-011275/13 by David Casa to the Commission
Subject: Agreement between the EU and Indonesia to curb illegal timber
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E-011276/13 by Julie Girling and James Nicholson to the Commission
Subject: Civets and coffee beans
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Question for written answer E-010904/13
to the Commission
Nicole Sinclaire (NI)
(25 September 2013)

Subject: Functioning of the energy market

Title XXI of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union states that Union policy on energy must aim to
ensure the functioning of the energy market. In the opinion of the Commission, would price capping by a Member
State be detrimental to the functioning of the energy market?

Answer given by Mr Oettinger on behalf of the Commission
(14 November 2013)

A functioning energy market with effective competition between energy companies is the best guarantee for cost-
reflective energy prices. However, such a market cannot be achieved without prices being based on supply and
demand fundamentals. State intervention in the form of general caps for energy retail prices tend to have a
detrimental effect on the functioning of the energy market as they deter new suppliers from market entry by reducing
incentives for innovation and investment by both new entrants and incumbents, and holding back the development
of stronger competition for the benefit of the consumer. While protection of vulnerable consumers remains
paramount also in an integrated and competition-driven internal energy market, it can be more effectively provided
through more targeted means than general price caps — e.g. through social policy programmes or targeted assistance
measures addressing specific drivers of consumers’ vulnerabilities.
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Question for written answer E-010905/13
to the Commission
Giles Chichester (ECR) and Ashley Fox (ECR)
(25 September 2013)

Subject: The online gambling sector in Europe

The online gambling sector in the EU is inherently cross-border and has the potential to make a significant
contribution to the success of the single market. However, the current fragmentation of the sector is putting a brake
on its expansion. Certain Member States operate under different licensing policies, some of which are discriminatory
or overly burdensome, making it hard for operators to expand their businesses across the EU. This has led to a highly
piecemeal approach to regulating the sector, far from the single market ideal. Greater EU cooperation would both
protect consumers and promote competition.

1. Is the Commission aware that the current fragmented regulatory treatment of online gambling within the EU
constitutes a competitive opportunity for the United States in the e-commerce sector? What steps does the
Commission believe are required to ensure that a more coherent approach is taken in order to prevent a further loss
of competitive advantage for the EU?

2. Given the absence of consensus within the EU on the licensing and regulation of online gambling, what steps
will the Commission take to ensure effective cooperation between Member States’ regulators?

3. Is the Commission concerned that an unintended effect of the current fragmented regulatory framework for
online gambling in the EU is that legitimate European operators are rendered less competitive than those outside
the EU and that this is pushing consumers into jurisdictions where regulatory oversight and consumer protection are
lower?

4. Given the intended application to the online gambling sector of the Fourth Money Laundering Directive, what
measures will the Commission be taking to ensure that the sector is put on an equal footing with the broader e-
commerce and financial services sectors (e.g. introducing a supranational anti-money laundering coordinator for the
sector and reciprocal recognition of licenses and freedom to provide services)?

Answer given by Mr Barnier on behalf of the Commission
(25 November 2013)

1. The Commission is aware that online gambling is a growing service activity in the EU. The economic
significance of the sector is demonstrated by the high level of innovation of the European industry. The Commission
has stressed in its communication ‘Towards a Comprehensive European Framework for Online Gambling’ (') that
administrative cooperation also needs to result in a reduction of unnecessary administrative burdens, in particular in
the authorisation process and the supervision of operators authorised in more than one jurisdiction, and it will work
towards that aim. However, it would like to recall that it is currently for Member States, in accordance with the
relevant case-law of the Court of Justice of the EU, to determine the organisation and control of the gambling offer
together with how gambling is carried out and to set the objectives of their gambling policy.

2. In December 2012 the Commission has set up an expert group on gambling services composed of Member
States’ authorities responsible for regulating gambling services. The expert group brings about an exchange of
experiences and good practices. The Commission works with the group on initiatives to ensure effective cooperation
between Member States’ regulators.

3. The Commission recognises the need for common efforts at EU level in the area of online gambling to properly
protect European consumers. Therefore, the Commission is considering a number of initiatives, in particular
recommendations on common consumer protection rules and responsible advertising. The implementation of these

consumer protection measures remains primarily the responsibility of national authorities.

4. The Commission is not currently considering the measures proposed by the Honourable Member.

()  COM(2012) 596 final.
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Anfrage zur schriftlichen Beantwortung E-010906/13
an die Kommission
Angelika Werthmann (ALDE)
(25. September 2013)

Betrifft: Schwermetalle in Nahrungsmitteln

Schwermetalle wie etwa Zinn, Nickel, Eisen, Cadmium, Quecksilber, Blei oder auch Aluminium kommen durch
industrielle Prozesse um einiges haufiger in der Luft, im Wasser, im Boden und somit auch in der Nahrung vor, als es
von Natur aus der Fall ist. Diese Spurenelemente werden Nahrungsmitteln zugefilhrt und oft als
Nahrungsergdnzungsmittel eingenommen, wodurch es zusdtzlich zu einer iibermiffigen Aufnahme kommt;
tiberschiissige Reste der Schwermetalle konnen sich in Knochen, Leber, Nieren und Gehirn ablagern. Erkrankungen,
Storungen, Unvertriglichkeiten und Allergien sind die Folge. Parallel dazu sind chronische Unvertriglichkeiten und
Allergien in den letzten Jahren extrem gestiegen: 2007 waren in der Osterreichischen Bevolkerung fast sieben
Millionen Menschen (das entspricht iiber 80 %!) betroffen, die entweder unter Allergien, Unvertraglichkeiten oder
anderen chronischen Erkrankungen litten; die Tendenz ist steigend.

— Plant die Kommission Initiativen zur Erforschung von Zusammenhdngen zwischen Schwermetallen und
Nahrungsmittelunvertriglichkeiten und wenn ja, welche?

— Welche Initiativen plant die Kommission im Hinblick auf Nahrungsmittelunvertriglichkeiten und
Gesundheitsforderung?

— Hat die Kommission geplant, strengere Auflagen fiir Schwermetallkonzentrationen in Nahrungsmitteln und der
Umwelt vorzuschlagen? (Mit der Bitte um ausfuhrliche Erlduterung)

Antwort von Herrn Borg im Namen der Kommission
(21. November 2013)

In der Verordnung (EG) Nr.1881/2006 (') sind Hochstgehalte fiirr Zinn, Kadmium, Blei und Quecksilber in
Lebensmitteln festgelegt. Diese Hochstgehalte basieren auf wissenschaftlichen Gutachten der Europdischen Behorde
fiir Lebensmittelsicherheit (EFSA) und tragen den schidlichen Gesundheitsauswirkungen dieser Elemente Rechnung.
Die zustindigen Behérden der Mitgliedstaaten iiberwachen diese Schwermetallgehalte laufend. Die so erhobenen
Daten werden von der EFSA in thematischen Berichten zusammengefasst. Auf der Grundlage dieser Berichte wird die
Lage fortlaufend beobachtet, damit die geltenden Hochstgehalte gegebenenfalls gesenkt werden kénnen.

Chemische Elemente, die eine biologische Funktion im menschlichen Korper haben (sogenannte Spurenelemente),
gelten nicht als Kontaminanten, da Lebensmittel im Hinblick auf eine normale Korperfunktion minimale Mengen von
ihnen enthalten miissen. Falls in einem EFSA-Gutachten jedoch darauf hingewiesen wird, dass diese Elemente jedoch
in groflen Mengen iiber die Nahrung aufgenommen werden, werden Hochstgehalte fiir Nahrungserginzungsmittel
festgelegt.

()  Verordnung (EG) Nr. 1881/2006 der Kommission vom 19. Dezember 2006 zur Festsetzung der Hochstgehalte fiir bestimmte Kontaminanten in
Lebensmitteln (ABL L 364 vom 20.12.2006, S. 5).
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Question for written answer E-010906/13
to the Commission
Angelika Werthmann (ALDE)
(25 September 2013)

Subject: Heavy metals in food

Heavy metals, such as tin, nickel, iron, cadmium, mercury, lead or even aluminium, occur somewhat more frequently
in the air, water, soil and therefore also in food as a result of industrial process than would naturally be the case. These
trace elements are added to foodstuffs and are often taken as food supplements, thus resulting in further excessive
intake; surplus heavy metals can be deposited in the bones, liver, kidneys and brain. This results in diseases, disorders,
intolerances and allergies. At the same time, chronic intolerances and allergies have risen sharply in recent years: in
2007 nearly seven million people in Austria (more than 80% of the population) were suffering from allergies,
intolerances or other chronic diseases. This is a rising trend.

— Is the Commission planning any initiatives for investigating the links between heavy metals and food intolerances?
If so, what are they?

— What initiatives is it planning with regard to food intolerances and the promotion of health?

— Has the Commission had any plans to propose more stringent requirements for heavy metal concentrations in
food and the environment (please provide detailed information)?

Answer given by Mr Borg on behalf of the Commission
(21 November 2013)

Maximum levels (MLs) for tin, cadmium, lead and mercury in food are established in Regulation (EC) 1881/2006 ().
These MLs are based on scientific opinions of the European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) taking into account
negative health effects of these elements. Monitoring of levels of these heavy metals by Member States’ competent
authorities is on-going. The resulting data are collected by EFSA and compiled into thematic reports. Based on the
outcome of these reports, the situation is constantly monitored in view of further lowering existing maximum levels.

Chemical elements that have a biological function in the body (so-called trace elements) are not treated as
contaminants as minimal quantities are needed in food for a normal body function. However, in cases where EFSA
opinions point out that they are important contributors to dietary exposure, maximum levels are established for food
supplements.

()  Commission Regulation (EC) No 1881/2006 of 19 December 2006 setting maximum levels for certain contaminants in foodstuffs (OJ L 364,
20.12.2006, p. 5).
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Anfrage zur schriftlichen Beantwortung E-010907/13
an die Kommission
Angelika Werthmann (ALDE)
(25. September 2013)

Betrifft: Frithzeitige Schulabginger

Im Zuge der Strategie Europa 2020 soll das Bildungsniveau erheblich verbessert werden. Dennoch kann jede/-r fiinfte
Europder/-in nicht richtig lesen und schreiben. Zusitzlich liegt die Zahl der frithzeitigen Schulabgingerlnnen und
-abbrecherInnen immer noch bei knapp 13 %, wobei die Zahl der Frauen wesentlich hoher ist als die der Mdnner. Vor
allem in Stideuropa ist dieses Problem sehr verbreitet.

1. Welche weiterfithrenden Mafinahmen hat die Kommission geplant, um Schulbildung attraktiver zu machen?

2. Welche Malnahmen sind auerdem geplant, um die Bildungsstandards im gesamteuropdischen Raum weiter zu
erhohen?

3. Gibt es spezielle Manahmen zur Forderung von Aus- und Weiterbildung in den am stirksten betroffenen
Lindern, vor allem um Bildung in diesen Lindern ,leistbar” zu machen? Wenn ja, welche?

4. Welche langfristigen Strategien hat die Europdische Kommission entwickelt, um das nach wie vor herrschende
Nord-Siid-Gefille des europaischen Bildungsniveaus abzubauen?

Antwort von Frau Vassiliou im Namen der Kommission
(15. November 2013)

Gemifs Artikel 165 des Vertrags iiber die Arbeitsweise der Europdischen Union sind ausschliefSlich die
Mitgliedstaaten fiir die Lehrinhalte und die Gestaltung der Bildungssysteme verantwortlich. Die Kommission
unterstiitzt die Mitgliedstaaten bei ihren Bemithungen zur Verbesserung der Systeme der allgemeinen und beruflichen
Bildung und fordert ihre Zusammenarbeit. Im Rahmen der offenen Methode der Koordinierung (OMK) in der
allgemeinen und beruflichen Bildung konzentriert sich die Kommission hauptsichlich auf Themen wie niedriges
Qualifikationsniveau, frithzeitigen Schulabgang, frithkindliche Betreuung, Bildung und Erziehung sowie
Lehrkrifteausbildung. Eine neue OMK-Gruppe zur Schulbildung wird Ende 2013 oder Anfang 2014 ihre Arbeit
aufnehmen und sich mit frithzeitigem Schulabgang und Lehrkrifteausbildung beschiftigen.

Der Rat setzt sich in seiner Empfehlung fiir politische Strategien zur Senkung der Schulabbrecherquote (') aus dem
Jahr 2011 fiir einen umfassenden Ansatz beziiglich des frithzeitigen Schulabgangs ein. Angesprochen werden Fragen
der Gleichheit, Inklusion und Qualitdt der Schulbildung. Die Kommission untersucht in ihren Initiativen ,Neue
Denkansitze fiir die Bildung“ und ,Die Bildung offnen* auflerdem, wie die Attraktivitit und Relevanz der
europdischen Bildungs- und Ausbildungssysteme gesteigert werden kann. Die Kommission arbeitet aufferdem eng
mit der OECD in Fragen der Qualitit und Effizienz der Schulbildung zusammen und unterstiitzt die PISA- (%) und die
PIAAC (*)-Studien.

Das neue Bildungsprogramm Erasmus+ und die europdischen Struktur- und Investitionsfonds, insbesondere der
Europdische Sozialfonds, sind die wichtigsten EU-Instrumente zur Forderung von Investitionen und Reformen der
nationalen Bildungs- und Ausbildungssysteme. Zu den Zielen dieser Programme zdhlt die Verringerung der
regionalen Unterschiede in der allgemeinen und beruflichen Bildung.

() ABLC191/2011.
()  Programm zur internationalen Schiilerbewertung.
() Internationale Vergleichsstudie der Kompetenzen Erwachsener.



C 20832 Dziennik Urzedowy Unii Europejskiej 3.7.2014

(English version)

Question for written answer E-010907/13
to the Commission
Angelika Werthmann (ALDE)
(25 September 2013)

Subject: Early school leavers

One aim of the Europe 2020 strategy is to significantly improve the level of education. Nevertheless, one in five
Europeans cannot read or write properly. Furthermore, the number of early school leavers remains close to 13%, with
the number of women in this category being considerably higher than the number of men. This problem is
particularly widespread in southern Europe.

1. What further steps does the Commission plan to take in order to make school education more attractive?
2. What measures does it also plan to take to further increase the standard of education throughout Europe?

3. Are any special measures being taken to promote training and further education in the countries that are most
severely affected, in particular to make education ‘affordable’ in these countries? If so, what are they?

4. What long-term strategies has the Commission developed in order to reduce the north-south divide that still
exists with regard to the level of education in Europe?

Answer given by Ms Vassiliou on behalf of the Commission
(15 November 2013)

According to Article 165 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the EU, the content of teaching and the organisation of
education systems are under the exclusive responsibility of Member States. The role of the Commission is to support
Member States in their efforts to improve their education and training systems and to support their cooperation.
Within the Open Method of Coordination (OMC) in education and training, the Commission focuses especially on
issues related to low skills, early school leaving (ESL), early childhood education and care as well as teacher education.
A new OMC group on School Education will start its work in late 2013 or early 2014 addressing the issues of ESL and
teacher education.

The 2011 Council Recommendation on policies against ESL (') advocates a comprehensive approach towards ESL. It
addresses questions of equity, inclusiveness and quality in school education. With its initiatives on ‘Rethinking
Education’ and ‘Opening Up Education’ the Commission also looks at how to increase the attractiveness and
relevance of European education and training systems. In addition, the Commission closely cooperates with the
OECD on questions of quality and efficiency in school education, supporting also the PISA (*) and PIAAC (*) studies.

The new education programme Erasmus+ and European Structural and Investment Funds, in particular European
Social Fund, are the main tools at EU level to support investment and reforms in national education and training
systems. Reducing regional disparities in education and training will be among the objectives of these programmes.

() 0JC1911.7.2011.
()  Programme for International Student Assessment.
()  Programme for the International Assessment of Adult Competencies.
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Anfrage zur schriftlichen Beantwortung E-010908/13
an die Kommission
Angelika Werthmann (ALDE)
(25. September 2013)

Betrifft: Aluminium als Krankheitsverursacher

Immer mehr Studien belegen, dass ein Zusammenhang zwischen Aluminium und Krankheiten wie Krebs, Alzheimer
und Demenz besteht. Aluminium ist ein Bestandteil von unzihligen Lebensmitteln, Medikamenten, Zahnpasten und
Deodorants und wird oft zur Reinigung von Trinkwasser verwendet.

1.  Welche Mafinahmen sind geplant, um die Verwendung von Aluminium und aluminiumhaltigen Produkten
strenger zu kontrollieren und so die Gesundheit der EU-Biirger zu schiitzen?

2. Inwiefern hat die Kommission geplant, die Forschung, die sich mit den Auswirkungen von einem zu hohen
Aluminiumanteil im Korper beschiftigt, intensiver zu unterstiitzen?

3. Welche Maflnahmen sind ergriffen und welche Ziele sind gesetzt worden, um die Verwendung von Aluminium
zur Trinkwasserreinigung zu verringern?

4. Welche Maffnahmen hat die Kommission geplant, um die Verwendung von Alternativen zu Aluminium zu
fordern?

5. Wie kann das Bewusstsein der europiischen Bevolkerung iiber die Gefahren von aluminiumhaltigen Produkten
geschirft werden?

Antwort von Herrn Borg im Namen der Kommission
(20. November 2013)

Die Europiische Behorde fiir Lebensmittelsicherheit (EFSA) (') hat fiir Aluminium (Al) eine tolerierbare wochentliche
Aufnahme von 1mg Aluminium/kg Korpergewicht/Woche festgelegt. Die EFSA wies darauf hin, dass die
Bevolkerung hauptsichlich iiber Lebensmittel gegeniiber Al exponiert ist. Al in Trinkwasser stelle eine weitere,
weniger bedeutende Expositionsquelle dar. Zu einer zusatzlichen Exposition konne es durch die Verwendung von
Aluminiumverbindungen in Arzneimitteln und Konsumgiitern kommen.

Folglich hat die Kommission Maffnahmen zur Verminderung der Al-Aufnahme durch Lebensmittelzusatzstoffe
ergriffen. Die Mafnahmen (°) betreffen die wichtigsten Al-Quellen und sollen zu einer Verminderung der
Gesamtaufnahme fithren. Derzeit werden einige Al enthaltende Lebensmittelzusatzstoffe verboten. Fiir alle anderen
Al enthaltenden Lebensmittelzusatzstoffe werden Verwendung und Hochstgehalte deutlich eingeschrinkt werden.
Auflerdem wird die EFSA bis 2018 eine vollstindige Neubewertung aller Al enthaltenden Lebensmittelzusatzstoffe
vornehmen (°).

In Impfstoffen wurden 70 Jahre lang Al-Adjuvantia verwendet und deren Sicherheitsprofil kann durch ,mit geringem
Potenzial, unerwiinschte Reaktionen hervorzurufen“ als angemessen beschrieben gelten. Bei Allergenen und
Impfstoffen betrdgt die Obergrenze 1,25 mg/Dosis (*). Die meisten in der EU zugelassenen Impfstoffe enthalten
weniger als diese Hochstmenge.

Die Kommission hat den Wissenschaftlichen Ausschuss ,Verbrauchersicherheit* (SCCS) ersucht, ein Gutachten zur
Sicherheit von Al in kosmetischen Mitteln () zu erstellen und einen sicheren Konzentrationsgrenzwert fiir Al zu
empfehlen, falls die geschitzte Exposition gegeniiber Al als bedenklich erachtet wird. Das Gutachten des SCCS soll
spétestens im zweiten Quartal 2014 vorliegen.

Die Kommission hat vor kurzem grof angelegte Forschungsprojekte wie PHIME (%) zur Rolle der Exposition
gegeniiber einer Reihe von Schwermetallen bei neurologischen Entwicklungsstorungen und neurodegenerativen
Erkrankungen finanziert.

() http://www.efsa.europa.eu/de/efsajournal/pub/7 54.htm

()  Verordnungen (EU) Nr. 1130/2011, (EU) Nr. 231/2012 und (EU) Nr. 380/2012 der Kommission.
Verordnung (EG) Nr. 257/2010 der Kommission (ABI. L 80 vom 26.3.2010, S. 19)
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=0J:L:2010:080:0019:0027:EN:PDF
Europiisches Arzneibuch.
http://ec.europa.eu/consumers/sectors/cosmetics|files/pdf/aluminium_en.pdf

() http:[/ec.europa.eufresearch/biosociety/inco/projects/0017_en.html
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Question for written answer E-010908/13
to the Commission
Angelika Werthmann (ALDE)
(25 September 2013)

Subject: Aluminium as a cause of disease

More and more studies are demonstrating a link between aluminium and diseases like cancer, Alzheimer’s and
dementia. Aluminium is found in numerous foods, medicines, toothpastes and deodorants and is often used to purify
drinking water.

1. What measures are planned in order to put stricter controls on the use of aluminium and aluminium-containing
products and therefore to protect the health of EU citizens?

2. To what extent does the Commission plan to provide greater support for research into the effects of too high a
concentration of aluminium in the body?

3. What measures have been taken and what objectives set in order to reduce the use of aluminium in the
purification of drinking water?

4. What measures does the Commission have planned for promoting the use of alternatives to aluminium?

5. How can people’s awareness of the dangers posed by aluminium-containing products be increased in Europe?

Answer given by Mr Borg on behalf of the Commission
(20 November 2013)

The European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) (') has established a Tolerable Weekly Intake for Aluminium (Al) of 1 mg
aluminium/kg bw/week. EFSA noted that the major route of exposure to Al for the general population is through
food. Al in drinking water represents another, minor, source of exposure. Additional exposures may arise from the
use of aluminium compounds in pharmaceuticals and consumer products.

Consequently, the Commission took measures to reduce Al intake from food additives. The measures (*) concern the
most significant Al sources and are expected to result in a reduction of the total intake. Some Al containing food
additives are being banned. The use and maximum limits for all other Al containing food additives will be
significantly reduced. In addition, EFSA will carry out a complete re-evaluation of all Al containing food additives by
2018 ().

Al adjuvants have been used in vaccines for 70 years and their safety profile can be considered as adequately
characterised with a very small potential to cause adverse reactions. The upper limit for Al for allergens and vaccines
is 1.25 mg per dose (*). Most licensed vaccines in the EU contain less than this maximum amount.

The Commission has asked to the Scientific Committee on Consumer Safety (SCCS) to provide a scientific opinion on
the safety of Al in cosmetic products (°) and to recommend a safe concentration limit for the presence of Al, should
the estimated exposure to Al be found to be of concern. The SCCS opinion is expected for the second quarter of 2014
at the latest.

The Commission has recently funded large-scale research projects such as PHIME (°) on the role of exposure to a
number of heavy metals in neurodevelopmental and neurogenerative diseases.

http:/|www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsajournal/pub/7 54.htm

()  Commission Regulations (EU) No 1130/2011, (EU) No 231/2012 and (EU) No 380/2012.
Commission Regulation (EU) No® 257/2010 (OJ L 80/19 26.3.2010).
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=0J:L:2010:080:0019:0027:EN:PDF
European Pharmacopoeia.
http://ec.europa.eu/consumers/sectors/cosmetics|files/pdf/aluminium_en.pdf

() http:[/ec.europa.eufresearch/biosociety/inco/projects/0017_en.html

=223



3.7.2014 Dziennik Urzedowy Unii Europejskiej C208/35

(Deutsche Fassung)

Anfrage zur schriftlichen Beantwortung E-010909/13
an die Kommission
Angelika Werthmann (ALDE)
(25. September 2013)

Betrifft: Alkoholbedingte Schidden und Unfille

Noch immer ist die EU weltweit die Region mit dem héchsten Alkoholkonsum und den meisten alkoholbedingten
Schiden und Unfillen. Laut Medienberichten gibt es sogar mehr Tote durch Alkoholkonsum als durch
Verkehrsunfille.

1. Welche Bilanz kann die Kommission ziehen, was die EU-Strategie zur Unterstiitzung der Mitgliedstaaten bei der
Verringerung alkoholbedingter Schaden (2006-2012) betrifft? Welche positiven Ergebnisse kann die Kommission
vorlegen?

2. Wie kann die Umsetzung des neuen Europidischen Aktionsplans zur Verringerung des schidlichen
Alkoholkonsums (2012-2020) verbessert und im Zuge dessen der schidliche Alkoholkonsum verringert werden?
Existieren zusitzlich zu diesem Plan weitere Ansatzpunkte?

Antwort von Herrn Borg im Namen der Kommission
(15. November 2013)

Alkoholbedingte Schiden stellen EU-weit ein ernstes Gesundheitsproblem dar.

Die Européische Kommission setzt sich fiir die Umsetzung der EU-Strategie gegen Alkoholmissbrauch ein ('). Laut
den Schlussfolgerungen der unabhingigen Evaluierung sind alle Schwerpunkte der 2006 angenommenen
EU-Alkoholstrategie nach wie vor aktuell. In diesem Zusammenhang priift die Kommission derzeit, wie sie ihre
kiinftigen Arbeiten weiter verbessern und zielgenau ausrichten kann, um alkoholbedingte Schiden, insbesondere im
Hinblick auf chronische Krankheiten und Schiden, weiter zu verringern und spezielle Herausforderungen, wie
Alkoholkonsum von Minderjahrigen und Alkoholexzesse (,Komasaufen®), erfolgreich anzugehen.

()  Mitteilung der Kommission vom 24.Oktober 2006, ,Eine EU-Strategie zur Unterstiitzung der Mitgliedstaaten bei der Verringerung
alkoholbedingter Schidden®, KOM(2006)625 endg.
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Question for written answer E-010909/13
to the Commission
Angelika Werthmann (ALDE)
(25 September 2013)

Subject: Alcohol-related harm and accidents

The EU remains the region with the highest level of alcohol consumption worldwide and the most alcohol-related
injuries and accidents. According to media reports, there are even more deaths caused by alcohol consumption than
as a result of traffic accidents.

1. What is the Commission’s evaluation of the progress made in respect of the EU strategy to support Member
States in reducing alcohol-related harm (2006-2012)? What positive results can it present?

2. How can the implementation of the new European action plan to reduce the harmful use of alcohol (2012-
2020) be improved so as to actually reduce the harmful use of alcohol? Are any other steps being taken in addition to
this plan?

Answer given by Mr Borg on behalf of the Commission
(15 November 2013)

Alcohol-related harm is a major public health concern across the EU.

The Commission is committed to taking forward the EU Alcohol Strategy (). The conclusions of the independent
evaluation suggest that all the priority themes of the EU Alcohol Strategy adopted in 2006 are still valid today. In this
context, the Commission is currently analysing how to further improve and focus its future work to contribute to
reducing alcohol-related harm, in particular as regards its impact on chronic disease and injuries, and to address
specific challenges, such as underage drinking and binge drinking.

()  Communication from the Commission of 24 October 2006, ‘An EU strategy to support Member States in reducing alcohol-related harm’,
COM(2006) 625 final.
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Anfrage zur schriftlichen Beantwortung E-010910/13
an die Kommission
Angelika Werthmann (ALDE)
(25. September 2013)

Betrifft: Fischereisubventionen: nicht fiir das allgemeine Wohl verwendet?

Einer aktuellen Studie zufolge betrdgt seit dem Jahr 2000 die Gesamtsumme der EU-Fischereisubventionen mehr als
12 Mrd. EUR. Die von den Mitgliedstaaten iiberwiesenen 4,9 Mrd. EUR an Staatsbeihilfen an die Fischereisektoren
hétten demnach zu einem sehr betréchtlichen Teil die Uberfischung geférdert.

1. Davon ausgehend, dass der Kommission dieser Umstand bekannt ist: Wie beurteilt sie den Vorwurf, dass
offentliche Fordermittel zur Verschlechterung des Zustands der Fischbestinde beitragen?

2. Wie rechtfertigt die Kommission, dass offentliche Fordermittel womaoglich zu einem grofen Teil dazu
verwendet werden, die marine Umwelt noch mehr zu zerstoren?

3. Wie ist es zu erkldren dass mehr als 30 % der deklarierten Fordermittel als ,generelle Beihilfe gekennzeichnet
waren?

Antwort von Frau Damanaki im Namen der Kommission
(5. Dezember 2013)

Die von der Frau Abgeordneten angesprochene Studie trégt den Titel ,European Fisheries Subsidies — State Aid — The
Hidden Subsidies” (Europdische Fordermittel fiir die Fischerei — staatliche Beihilfen — die verborgenen Fordermittel) und wurde
von Oceana erstellt. Nach Schitzungen der Kommission beliefen sich die Fordermittel fiir den Fischereisektor
(einschlieflich Aquakultur und Verarbeitung) im Zeitraum 1996-2012 auf 4,6 Mrd. EUR. Die Kommission weist
darauf hin, dass die staatlichen Beihilfen seit 2007 schrittweise um 70 % gesenkt wurden.

Die Fischerei ist naturgemif eine Tatigkeit, die Auswirkungen auf die Fischbestinde und die marine Umwelt hat. Im
Laufe der Zeit wurden Mafnahmen wie der Schiffbau und die Erhohung des Fischereiaufwands von der Forderung
ausgeschlossen, weil ausreichende Hinweise auf deren nachteilige Umweltauswirkungen vorlagen. Im Vorschlag der
Kommission fiir den Europiischen Meeres- und Fischereifonds 2014-2020 riickt die Nachhaltigkeit der Bestinde
stirker in den Mittelpunkt, aufferdem ist eine erhebliche Aufstockung der Mittel fiir Kontrolle und Datenerhebung
vorgesehen. Ferner umfasst der Vorschlag Investitionen in die Selektivitdt, um das Verbot von Riickwiirfen und die
Umstellung auf den hochstmoglichen Dauerertrag zu unterstiitzen. Soll die endgiltige Einstellung der Fischerei im
Europiischen Meeres- und Fischereifonds verbleiben, so muss deren Forderung nach Auffassung der Kommission
nach oben begrenzt und befristet werden. Diese Bedingungen sind notwendig, um verbliebene Uberkapazititen
gezielt und zeitnah angehen zu konnen.

Der Begriff ,generelle Beihilfe* wird in der Studie nicht definiert; es handelt sich auch nicht um ein Konzept des
EU-Beihilferechts. Daher kann die Kommission diese Frage nicht beantworten. In jedem Fall muss eine Beihilfe jedoch
den Zielen der Gemeinsamen Fischereipolitik (GFP) entsprechen und darf nicht wettbewerbsverzerrend sein.
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Question for written answer E-010910/13
to the Commission
Angelika Werthmann (ALDE)
(25 September 2013)

Subject: Fisheries subsidies: not being used in the general interest?

According to a current study, EU fisheries subsidies since 2000 total more than EUR 12 billion. The EUR 4.9 billion
contributed by the Member States in state aid to the fisheries sector has, according to the study, played a considerable
part in promoting overfishing.

1. Assuming that the Commission is aware of this situation: what is its view of the accusation that public aid is
contributing to the degradation of fish stocks?

2. How can the Commission justify the use of public aid, possibly to a considerable extent, for the further
destruction of the marine environment?

3. What is the explanation for the fact that more than 30% of the declared aid was described as ‘general aid”

Answer given by Ms Damanaki on behalf of the Commission
(5 December 2013)

The study referred to by the honourable MEP is ‘European Fisheries Subsidies — State Aid — The Hidden Subsidies’,
by Oceana. The Commission estimates that in the period 1996-2012, subsidies to the fishing sector (including
aquaculture and processing) amounted to EUR 4.6 billion. The Commission notes that state aid has gradually
reduced, by 70% since 2007.

Fishing is by definition an activity that impacts fishing stocks and the marine environment. Over time, measures such
as vessel construction and aid increasing fishing effort have been excluded from support when sufficient evidence
became available on their negative environmental impacts. The Commission’s proposal for the 2014-20 European
Maritime and Fisheries Fund increases the focus on aid that will enhance sustainability of resources, and foresees a
significant increase of funds for control and data collection. The proposal also covers investments in selectivity to
support the discard ban and investments to support the transition to Maximum Sustainable Yield. The Commission
considers that if permanent cessation has to be maintained in the European Maritime and Fisheries Fund it will have
to be capped in terms of funding available and limited in time. These conditions are necessary for a precise and timely
targeting of remaining pockets of overcapacity.

The notion of ‘general aid’ is neither defined in the study nor is a concept used in Union state aid legislation. The
Commission is, thus, unable to reply. In any case, aid has to comply with the CFP objectives and not distort
competition.
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Anfrage zur schriftlichen Beantwortung E-010911/13
an die Kommission
Angelika Werthmann (ALDE)
(25. September 2013)

Betrifft: Personal fiir die Bankenaufsicht

Wie Medienberichte melden, sucht die EZB Personal fiir die Bankenaufsicht und will die betreffenden Stellen
moglicherweise auch durch Abwerben von Personal der Geschiftsbanken besetzen.

1. Mit welchen Mechanismen konnen die Integritit und die Glaubwiirdigkeit der Bankenaufsicht gewahrleistet
werden, wenn ehemalige (oftmals langjihrige) Mitarbeiter den eigenen vormaligen Arbeitgeber oder die ehemalige
Konkurrenz iiberwachen sollen?

2. Kann die Kommission eine Stellungnahme dazu abgeben, wie sie das Gefahrenpotenzial fiir Lobbyismus durch
diese Vorgehensweise einschatzt?

Antwort von Herrn Barnier im Namen der Kommission
(29. November 2013)

Die Verordnung (EU) Nr. 10242013 des Rates zur Ubertragung besonderer Aufgaben im Zusammenhang mit der
Aufsicht iiber Kreditinstitute auf die Européische Zentralbank ('), mit der ein einheitlicher Aufsichtsmechanismus als
erster Schritt zur Schaffung einer Bankenunion eingerichtet wird, trat am 3. November 2013 in Kraft; der einheitliche
Aufsichtsmechanismus wird in zwolf Monaten voll funktionsfahig sein. Die Europiische Zentralbank (EZB) hat zur
Vorbereitung auf die Wahrnehmung ihrer Aufsichtsaufgaben und gemaf den Vorschriften der Verordnung iiber den
einheitlichen Aufsichtsmechanismus eine umfassende Priifung eingeleitet, die aus einer aufsichtsbehordlichen
Risikobewertung, einer Uberpriifung der Aktiva-Qualitit und einem Stresstest besteht. Der Stresstest wird in enger
Zusammenarbeit mit der Europdischen Bankenaufsichtsbehorde (EBA) durchgefiihrt werden.

Ein Element dieser Vorbereitungen ist die Einstellung von Personal fiir eine wirksame Ausiibung der
Aufsichtsfunktion der EZB. Die EZB rekrutiert Personal eigenstindig auf der Grundlage ihrer internen Vorschriften
und Verfahren.

Die Kommission ist angesichts der Beschiftigungsregeln der EZB und ihres Ethikrahmens zuversichtlich, dass die EZB
bei ihrem Einstellungsverfahren die in den einschldgigen EU-Rechtsvorschriften enthaltenen Grundsitze der Integritit
und Glaubwiirdigkeit der Bankenaufsicht einhilt und ferner angemessene interne Kontrollmechanismen anwendet,
um die Unabhingigkeit und das ethische Verhalten ihres Personals zu gewihrleisten. Die Kommission ist {iberzeugt,
dass eine starke europdische Bankenaufsicht gut aufgestellt ist, um dem Druck von Lobbyisten standzuhalten.

() Verordnung iiber den einheitlichen Aufsichtsmechanismus, ABI. L 287, S. 63.
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Question for written answer E-010911/13
to the Commission
Angelika Werthmann (ALDE)
(25 September 2013)

Subject: Staff for banking supervision

As reported in the media, the European Central Bank is recruiting banking supervision staff and intends, where
possible, to fill the posts concerned by enticing staff away from commercial banks.

1. What mechanisms can be used to ensure the integrity and credibility of the banking supervision if former
employees (often with many years’ service) are to supervise their own former employers or former competitors?

2. Can the Commission provide a statement concerning its assessment of the potential risk of lobbying as a result
of this approach?

Answer given by Mr Barnier on behalf of the Commission
(29 November 2013)

Council Regulation (EU) No 1024/2013 conferring specific tasks on the ECB concerning policies relating to the
prudential supervision of credit institutions (') and establishing a Single Supervisory Mechanism (SSM) which
constitutes a first step of banking union, entered into force on 3 November 2013 and the SSM will be fully
operational in 12 months. In preparation for carrying out its prudential tasks, and as required by the SSM Regulation,
the European Central Bank launched a comprehensive assessment, consisting of a supervisory risk assessment, an
asset quality review and a stress test. The stress test will be carried out in close cooperation with the EBA.

One element of these preparations is the recruitement of staff in order to effectively exercise the ECB’s supervisory
function. This is autonomously undertaken by the ECB on the basis of its internal rules and procedures on
recruitement of staff.

Given the ECB’s internal rules on employment and the ethics framework, the Commission is confident that in its
recruitment process the ECB fully respects the principles of integrity and credibility of banking supervision, as set out
in the relevant EC law and that it will also apply the appropriate internal control mechanisms in order to guarantee
the independence and ethical conduct of its staff. The Commission is confident that a strong European banking
supervisor is very well equiped to resist to lobbying pressures.

() SSM Regulation, O] L287 p. 63.
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Interrogazione con richiesta di risposta scritta E-010912/13
alla Commissione
Fiorello Provera (EFD) e Charles Tannock (ECR)
(25 settembre 2013)

Oggetto: Attacchi informatici provenienti della Cina

1117 settembre 2013 l'agenzia Reuters ha riferito che una societa di sicurezza informatica americana aveva scoperto
un gruppo di sofisticati hacker informatici basati in Cina. Il gruppo, noto come Hidden Lynx, ¢ ritenuto uno dei pit
avanzati tecnicamente e opera come organizzazione che rende servizi a pagamento. La societa americana di sicurezza
informatica Symantec sostiene che Hidden Lynx potrebbe essere stato coinvolto negli attentati del 2009, noti come
operazione Aurora, quando gli hacker hanno attaccato Google e decine di altre societa. Nel 2010 Google ha ammesso
che gli hacker avevano tentato di leggere la corrispondenza elettronica di attivisti dei diritti umani. La Symantec
ritiene che il gruppo abbia sede in Cina, dal momento che il software impiegato per eseguire gli attacchi ¢ stato scritto
utilizzando strumenti e codici cinesi.

Hidden Lynx ¢ anche sospettato di avere collegamenti con un‘altra infame campagna di attacchi informatici, Voho,
che ha colpito centinaia di organizzazioni, fra cui imprese finanziarie, tecnologiche, aziende sanitarie, operatori nel
settore della difesa e agenzie governative. Stando alla Symantec, gli hacker sono un’«organizzazione professionale»
composta da 50 a 100 persone.

1. Quali misure intende la Commissione adottare per collaborare con aziende di sicurezza informatica, come la
Symantec, per valutare la minaccia rappresentata da gruppi come Hidden Lynx?

2. Quali azioni ha intrapreso in passato per discutere con le autorita cinesi la questione degli attacchi informatici
provenienti dalla Cina?

Risposta di Cecilia Malmstrom a nome della Commissione
(11 dicembre 2013)

La Commissione si impegna a fornire una risposta globale al fenomeno della criminalita informatica, come indicato
anche nella sua Strategia dell'Unione europea per la cibersicurezza ('). Nello sviluppare la sua politica in materia essa
tiene conto di tutte le informazioni disponibili, comprese le valutazioni delle minacce e le altre informazioni fornite
dal settore privato, nonché da imprese di sicurezza privata come Symantec.

Inoltre la Commissione ha istituito il Centro europeo per la lotta contro la criminalita informatica (EC3) nei primi
mesi del 2013 per fornire supporto e coordinamento alle investigazioni degli Stati membri. Questo Centro, tra gli
altri compiti, si occupa anche dell'analisi e delle valutazioni delle minacce, comprese quelle provenienti da paesi al di
fuori dell'UE. Tale quadro intende adottare un approccio collaborativo, grazie alla collaborazione con le parti
interessate nelle comunita. Le imprese private sono invitate a partecipare ai gruppi consultivi del Centro europeo per
la lotta contro la criminalita informatica e a fornire informazioni sulle minacce e sulle tendenze che possono poi
essere utilizzate per informare gli Stati membri di minacce specifiche e modi operandi.

Durante il 14° vertice UE-Cina nel febbraio 2012 I'Unione europea e la Cina hanno deciso a livello politico che era
necessario sviluppare un quadro per un dialogo sui problemi informatici. A tal fine hanno varato una task force
informatica UE-Cina, che si € gia riunita due volte e i cui obiettivi comprendono l'elaborazione di norme di
comportamento degli Stati e la promozione dell'applicabilita del diritto internazionale vigente nel ciberspazio.

() JOIN(2013) 1 del 7 febbraio 2013.
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Question for written answer E-010912/13
to the Commission
Fiorello Provera (EFD) and Charles Tannock (ECR)
(25 September 2013)

Subject: Cyber attacks emanating from China

On 17 September 2013, Reuters reported that a US computer security firm had uncovered a group of sophisticated
computer hackers based in China. The hacker group, known as Hidden Lynx, is believed to be one of the most
technically-advanced groups and is operating as a for-hire organisation. The US-based cyber security firm Symantec
says that Hidden Lynx may have been involved in the 2009 attacks known as Operation Aurora, in which hackers
attacked Google and dozens of other companies. In 2010, Google admitted that hackers had attempted to read the
Gmail correspondence of human rights activists. Symantec believes the group is based in China because the software
used to run the attacks was written using Chinese tools and code.

Hidden Lynx is also alleged to have connections with another infamous cyber-attack campaign, Voho, which targeted
hundreds of organisations including financial and technology firms, healthcare companies, defence contractors and
government agencies. According to Symantec, the hackers are a ‘professional organisation’, staffed by between 50
and 100 people.

1. What steps is the Commission prepared to take in order to work with cyber security firms, such as Symantec, to
assess the threat posed by groups such as Hidden Lynx?

2. What steps has the Commission taken in the past to discuss with the country’s authorities the issue of cyber
attacks emanating from China?

Answer given by Ms Malmstrom on behalf of the Commission
(11 December 2013)

The Commission is committed to providing a comprehensive response to the phenomenon of cybercrime, as
outlined also in its Cybersecurity Strategy of the European Union ('). In developing policy, it takes into account all
available information, including threat assessments and other information provided by the private sector and
including by private security firms such as Symantec.

In addition, the Commission created the European Cybercrime Centre (EC3) in early 2013 to provide support and
coordination for Member States’ investigations. The EC3, among other tasks, also provides analysis and threat
assessments, including on threats emanating from outside the EU. It is designed to take a collaborative approach,
cooperating with stakeholders across communities. Private companies are invited to participate in the advisory
groups to the EC3 and to provide information on threats and trends which can then be used to inform Member States
of specific threats and modi operandi.

At the political level, the European Union and China decided at the 14th EU-China Summit in February 2012 that
there was a need to develop a framework for a dialogue on cyber issues. To this end, they have launched an EU-China
cyber taskforce, which has met twice to date and whose objectives include working on developing norms for state
behaviour and promoting the applicability of existing international law in cyber space.

() JOIN(2013) 1 of 7 February 2013.
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Question avec demande de réponse écrite E-010915/13
ala Commission
Marc Tarabella (S&D)
(25 septembre 2013)

Objet: Soutien a Cécile Kyenge

Je soutiens la ministre italienne en charge de I'intégration, Cécile Kyenge, victime de propos racistes outranciers, et
tiens & promouvoir la déclaration de Rome et la lutte contre la xénophobie et I'intolérance.

En effet, la xénophobie et I'intolérance sont encore trop présentes en Europe. Les partis populistes prennent de
l'ampleur dans de nombreux pays européens et leurs messages sont empreints d’idées xénophobes, nationalistes et
protectionnistes. Certains partis politiques au sein de I'Union européenne expriment ouvertement leur haine de
'autre», qu'il soit rom, juif ou musulman, bref a 'égard de tout individu qui differe de la norme.

La xénophobie et la haine de I'autre» ont alimenté les guerres en Europe pendant des décennies, voire des siécles.
Nous avons malheureusement pu en voir des signes avant-coureurs par le passé. Mais nous ne pouvons pas risquer de
payer le prix de l'inaction. Ceux qui défendent l'ouverture d’esprit et la tolérance ne se font pas suffisamment
entendre. En tant qu'Européens, en tant que démocrates, en tant qu'individus profondément engagés dans la
sauvegarde des Droits de 'homme, nous avons le devoir de relever ce défi et de défendre les droits des individus et la
démocratie. Chaque jour, nous devons promouvoir une société ouverte et tolérante, une société européenne de la
diversité réussie.

La Commission nous rejoint-elle dans I'idée d’'un pacte pour une Europe de la diversité, une Europe engagée dans la
lutte contre le racisme?

Le plus grand danger pour une société n'est pas le mal commis par les personnes mal intentionnées. Le plus grand
danger, c’est quand les citoyens honnétes se taisent. C'est pourquoi nous nous associons a la ministre Cécile Kyenge
pour militer ensemble contre la xénophobie et I'intolérance.

Réponse donnée par M™ Reding au nom de la Commission
(20 novembre 2013)

La Commission renvoie a sa déclaration au Parlement européen du 9 octobre 2013 sur la montée en puissance de
I'extréme droite en Europe.

La Commission est profondément préoccupée par tous les actes racistes ou xénophobes signalés dans 'Union, y
compris les attaques racistes dirigées contre la ministre italienne chargée de l'intégration, M™ Cécile Kyenge.

Conformément a la la décision-cadre 2008/913[JAI du Conseil sur la lutte contre le racisme et la xénophobie, les Etats
membres sont tenus de sanctionner l'incitation publique intentionnelle a la violence ou a la haine fondée sur la race, la
couleur, la religion, I'ascendance, I'origine nationale ou l'origine ethnique. La Commission publiera un rapport sur les
mesures d'exécution prises par les Etats membres en décembre 2013,

Outre la 1égislation, la Commission a recours a d’autres instruments pour lutter contre le racisme.

La Commission préte son soutien a des activités visant a prévenir les actes d'intolérance. Elle soutient les initiatives
visant a sensibiliser le public sur les droits et les obligations des citoyens et fournit une assistance en matiére de
renforcement des capacités par I'intermédiaire des organismes nationaux chargés de la promotion de I'égalité. La
Commission facilite en outre I'échange des bonnes pratiques et I’Agence des droits fondamentaux recueille et diffuse
des données sur le racisme et la xénophobie.
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Question for written answer E-010915/13
to the Commission
Marc Tarabella (S&D)
(25 September 2013)

Subject: Support for Cécile Kyenge

[ support Italian Minister for Integration Cécile Kyenge, the victim of extreme racist remarks, and am anxious to
promote the Declaration of Rome and the fight against xenophobia and intolerance.

Indeed, xenophobia and intolerance are still all too common in Europe. Populist parties are on the rise in many
European countries, and their messages are imbued with xenophobic, nationalist and protectionist ideas. Some
political parties within the European Union openly express their hatred of ‘the other’, be it a Roma, Jew or Muslim, or
basically anyone who differs from the norm.

Xenophobia and hatred of ‘the other’ have fuelled wars in Europe for decades, if not centuries. The warning signs
were, unfortunately, visible in the past. However, we cannot risk paying the price of inaction. The voices of those who
stand up for open-mindedness and tolerance are too quiet. As Europeans, as democrats, as people deeply committed
to protecting human rights, we have a duty to meet this challenge and to stand up for the rights of individuals and
democracy. Every day we must promote an open and tolerant society, a European society of successful diversity.

Does the Commission support our idea of creating a pact for a Europe of diversity and a Europe committed to
combating racism?

The greatest threat to any society is not the harm caused by people with bad intentions. The greatest threat is when
honest citizens stay silent. That is why we support Minister Kyenge in our common fight against xenophobia and
intolerance.

Answer given by Mrs Reding on behalf of the Commission
(20 November 2013)

The Commission refers to its statement of 9 October 2013 to the European Parliament about the rise of right-wing
extremism in Europe.

The Commission is deeply concerned about any racist or xenophobic incidents emerging in the EU, including the
racist attacks directed against Italian Minister of Integration, Mrs Cécile Kyenge.

According to Council Framework Decision 2008/913/JHA on combating racism and xenophobia, Member States are
obliged to penalise the intentional public incitement to violence or hatred on the basis of race, colour, religion,
descent or national or ethnic origin. The Commission will publish a report on Member States’ implementing
measures in December 2013.

In addition to legislation, the Commission makes use of other instruments to combat racism.

The Commission lends its support to activities to prevent acts of intolerance. The Commission supports work aimed
at raising awareness on the rights and obligations of citizens, and provides assistance for capacity building through
national equality bodies. Furthermore, the Commission facilitates the exchange of good practices and the
Fundamental Rights Agency collects and disseminates data on racism and xenophobia.
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Question avec demande de réponse écrite E-010916/13
ala Commission
Marc Tarabella (S&D)
(25 septembre 2013)

Objet: Barroso solutionne la pauvreté
dl est possible d’éradiquer la pauvreté d'ici une génération», a annoncé le Président Barroso.

A quelles conditions précisément le président Barroso pense-t-il pouvoir éradiquer la pauvreté?

Réponse donnée par M. Piebalgs au nom de la Commission
(21 novembre 2013)

Dans le cadre des discussions sur le futur Agenda pour le développement, qui succédera aux objectifs du millénaire
pour le développement (OMD), I'une des principales questions est de déterminer le niveau d’ambition du cadre pour
laprés 2015. Des données récentes donnent a penser qu'un certain nombre de transformations (par exemple le
progrés technologique, la mutation de I'économie, I'augmentation des volumes d’échange) ont créé les conditions
nécessaires a I'éradication de l'extréme pauvreté a I'échelle mondiale d'ici @ 2030, si tous les pays restent déterminés a
atteindre cet objectif.

Dans ce contexte, le président Barroso a exhorté la communauté internationale, lors de 'événement spécial des
Nations unies consacré aux OMD qui a eu lieu le 25 septembre 2013, a faire cause commune autour de l'objectif de
I'éradication de la pauvreté extréme en une génération, objectif auquel 'Honorable Parlementaire est sans aucun
doute attaché.
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Question for written answer E-010916/13
to the Commission
Marc Tarabella (S&D)
(25 September 2013)

Subject: President Barroso solves poverty
President Barroso has announced that ‘eradicating poverty within one generation is possible’.

Under what conditions exactly does President Barroso believe he can eradicate poverty?

Answer given by Mr Piebalgs on behalf of the Commission
(21 November 2013)

In the context of the discussions about the future development agenda after the Millennium Development Goals, one
of the major questions is how ambitious a post-2015 framework should be. Recent evidence suggests that a number
of transformational shifts (for example technological progress, economic transformation, increased trade volumes)
have made it possible for global extreme poverty to be eradicated by 2030 — if all countries remain committed to
achieving this goal.

Against this background, President Barroso urged the international community at the UN MDG Special Event that
took place on 25 September 2013 to rally behind the objective of eradicating extreme poverty within one generation,
which the Honourable Member certainly supports.
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Question avec demande de réponse écrite E-010917/13
ala Commission
Marc Tarabella (S&D)
(25 septembre 2013)

Objet: Législation stricte sur les ressources naturelles

Le rapport «Rompre le lien entre ressources naturelles et conflits: les arguments en faveur d’'un réglement
européen> ('), publié la semaine derniére, énonce les éléments clés qui doivent étre inclus dans la législation de 'Union
afin de contraindre les entreprises européennes a exercer un «devoir de diligence» approfondi sur leurs chaines
d’approvisionnement. Il s’agit de controles pour permettre aux entreprises de s’assurer qu'elles n’utilisent pas ou ne
font pas le commerce de ressources naturelles qui financent la violence.

1. La Commission va-t-elle mettre a profit la dynamique générée par des initiatives telles que la disposition
américaine de la loi Dodd Frank relative aux minerais des conflits?

2. La Commission ne devrait-elle pas exiger que les entreprises basées dans 'Union appliquent des controles sur
leurs chaines d’approvisionnement qui répondent aux normes internationales de diligence raisonnable élaborées par
I'Organisation de coopération et de développement économiques?

3. La Commission nous rejoint-elle dans I'idée d’une législation qui s’applique a toutes les ressources naturelles
provenant de toute zone affectée par un conflit ou a haut risque?

4. Cette législation ne devrait-elle pas intégrer une approche basée sur le risque qui prenne en considération
l'impact sur les personnes et les communautés?

5. La Commission ne devrait-elle pas mettre a jour sa 1égislation afin de renforcer la gouvernance et d'encourager
une réforme du secteur de la sécurité et de la législation miniére dans les pays en développement riches en ressources
naturelles?

6.  Enfin, n'est-il pas urgent que la Commission adopte une législation stricte visant a empécher les entreprises
européennes d’alimenter les conflits et les violations des droits humains en achetant des ressources naturelles telles
que I'étain, 'or et les diamants?

Réponse donnée par M. De Gucht au nom de la Commission
(7 novembre 2013)

La Commission prépare actuellement une initiative globale de I'Union européenne en faveur d'un approvisionnement
responsable en minerais provenant de zones de conflit. Elle entend s'inspirer du «Guide OCDE sur le devoir de
diligence pour des chaines d’approvisionnement responsables en minerais provenant de zones de conflit ou a haut
risque», y compris pour les zones géographiques et les produits (étain, tungsténe, tantale et or) concernés, tout en
tenant compte des résultats de la consultation publique menée du 27 mars au 26 juin 2013. La proposition viserait a
étendre I'exercice du devoir de diligence fondé sur le risque, conformément aux recommandations du guide de
I'Organisation de coopération et de développement économiques (OCDE). Les diamants relévent du systeme de
certification du processus de Kimberley et ne font pas encore partie des ressources visées dans le guide de 'OCDE.
En outre, la Commission évalue avec attention les répercussions d’une telle initiative globale de I'Union européenne
sur les zones de conflit concernées, y compris sur les communautés locales et les moyens d’existence des mineurs,
examinant comment celle-ci favorisera un approvisionnement responsable a partir des zones de conflit et comment
les facteurs dissuadant d’adopter une telle pratique qui sont liés aux initiatives législatives actuelles peuvent
étre contrés.

() http://www.globalwitness.org/sites/default/files/library/BreakingtheLinks_FRpdf.
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Question for written answer E-010917/13
to the Commission
Marc Tarabella (S&D)
(25 September 2013)

Subject: Strong law on natural resources

The report ‘Breaking the Links Between Natural Resources and Conflict: The Case for EU Regulation’ ('), published last
week, sets out the key elements that must be included in EU legislation to compel European businesses to carry
through supply chain checks, known as due diligence. The checks allow companies to make sure they are not using or
trading natural resources that are funding violence.

1. Will the Commission build on the momentum generated by initiatives such as the US Dodd Frank Act’s conflict
minerals provision?

2. Should it not require EU-based companies to carry out supply chain checks that meet international due
diligence standards developed by the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development?

3. Does it agree with us that the legislation should apply to all natural resources originating in any conflict-affected
or high-risk area?

4. Should the legislation not take a risk-based approach that considers impacts on individuals and communities?

5. Should the Commission not update its legislation in order to strengthen governance and encourage security
sector and mining reform in natural resource-rich developing countries?

6.  Lastly, should the Commission not urgently pass a strong law to prevent European businesses fuelling conflict
and human rights abuses through their purchases of natural resources, such as tin, gold and diamonds?

Answer given by Mr De Gucht on behalf of the Commission
(7 November 2013)

The Commission is currently preparing a comprehensive EU supply chain initiative for responsible sourcing of
minerals originating from conflict-affected areas. Taking into account the outcome of the public consultation
(conducted between 27 March and 26 June 2013), the Commission intends to build upon the OECD Due Diligence
Guidance for responsible supply chains of minerals from conflict-affected and high-risk areas including in terms of
geographical and product scope (tin, tungsten, tantalum and gold). The proposal would aim at further spreading the
use of risk-based due diligence in accordance with the OECD Guidance. Diamonds are covered by the Kimberley
Process Certification Scheme and do not form part of the OECD Guidance yet. Moreover, the Commission is carefully
assessing the impact of the comprehensive EU initiative on relevant conflict areas, including on local communities
and the miners’ livelihood, how the initiative will enable and promote responsible sourcing from conflict-affected
areas and how the disincentive to engage in such sourcing that has been associated with existing legislative initiatives
can be avoided.

() http://www.globalwitness.org/sites/default/files/libraryBreakingtheLinks_FR.pdf
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Question avec demande de réponse écrite E-010918/13
ala Commission
Marc Tarabella (S&D)
(25 septembre 2013)

Objet: 193 millions de perte dans la perception de la TVA

193 milliards d’euros de perte dans la perception de la TVA en 2011: c’est ce que révele une étude commandée par la
Commission publiée le 19 septembre. Un manque a gagner majeur et qui serait dii non seulement a la fraude mais
aussi a des erreurs statistiques ou encore a I'insolvabilité des entreprises.

Si la Commission, qui fait de la lutte contre la fraude et I'évasion fiscale 'un de ses chevaux de bataille, se félicite de
cette étude, les Etats membres, eux, et notamment les plus concernés (qui font partie de la «vieille» Europe), contestent
la méthode utilisée. Des Etats qui reconnaissent cependant que le manque a gagner sur la TVA existe et n'est pas a
minimiser. Les chiffres de la Commission semblent toutefois semer le trouble au sein des ministéres des finances.

Il est vrai que I'étude est sans appel: ce fossé entre la TVA théorique et la TVA réellement pergue n’a cessé de s'agrandir
depuis 2006 pour atteindre 1,5 % du PIB européen. Un phénomeéne qui n'est pas uniquement lié a la crise et qui
prouve, pour la Commission, qu'une réforme des systémes fiscaux des Etats membres est nécessaire.

1. Querépond la Commission sur la méthode de calcul, contestée par les Etats?
2. Quelles sont les conclusions de la Commission apreés lecture de ce rapport?

3. Quels sont, pour la Commission, les éléments qui font que son plan antifraude n’arrive pas a redresser la barre?

Réponse donnée par M. Semeta au nom de la Commission
(21 novembre 2013)

La méthode utilisée pour 'étude s'apparente a celle appliquée par Reckon dans le rapport de 2009, mais avec certaines
améliorations notables. Cette méthode est étayée par la littérature existant dans ce domaine, et elle a été utilisée par le
Royaume-Uni, qui est I'Etat membre ayant le plus d'expérience dans le calcul des écarts fiscaux. En outre, pour
s'assurer que les résultats soient aussi précis que possible, la Commission a consulté les Etats membres et leur a donné
la possibilité de corriger toute imprécision dans les données utilisées pour les évaluations.

Le rapport confirme les disparités au niveau de la part de I'écart de TVA dans le PIB des différents Etats membres, ce
qui indique que certains Etats membres ont encore beaucoup a faire pour remédier a ce probléme important. II
confirme également que 'augmentation des taux de TVA entraine une augmentation de I'écart de TVA, ce qui est
contraire a I'objectif poursuivi par ce type mesure, a savoir générer des recettes supplémentaires.

Lorsque 'on analyse les derni¢res années de la période couverte par 'étude, on ne peut ignorer que celles-ci coincident
avec une grave crise économique et financiére. On peut raisonnablement penser que I'augmentation des écarts de
TVA aurait été encore plus forte si les différentes mesures antifraude mises en place sur la base de propositions de la
Commission n'avaient pas été adoptées. Il convient également de souligner que I'écart de TVA, tel qu'il est mesuré
dans I'étude, ne concerne pas uniquement la fraude et I'évasion fiscales, mais aussi les erreurs, les cas d'insolvabilité,
etc. La Commission estime que les modifications de la législation relative a la TVA ainsi que les efforts continus
déployés par les administrations fiscales nationales se traduiront par une réduction soutenue des écarts de TVA au
cours de la période a venir.

Compte tenu de tous ces éléments, il semble prématuré de tirer des conclusions sur la nécessité d'une réforme des
systémes fiscaux des Etats membres sur la seule base des résultats de cette étude.
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Question for written answer E-010918/13
to the Commission
Marc Tarabella (S&D)
(25 September 2013)

Subject: EUR 193 million in VAT losses

A Commission-funded study published on 19 September 2013 has revealed that EUR 193 billion in VAT revenues
was lost in 2011. This major revenue shortfall is apparently due not only to fraud, but also to statistical errors and
business insolvencies.

While the Commission, for which the fight against tax fraud and tax evasion is a favourite theme, welcomes this
study, the Member States, and particularly those most affected (which are part of the ‘old’ Europe), dispute the method
used. Despite this, they recognise that the loss in VAT revenues is a reality and should not be played down. However,
the Commission’s figures seem to be creating confusion within the finance ministries.

The study’s findings are, admittedly, indisputable: the gap between theoretical and actual VAT receipts has steadily
increased since 2006, and now stands at 1.5% of European GDP. This is a phenomenon that is not linked solely to the
crisis and which proves, as far as the Commission is concerned, that the Member States’ tax systems need to be
reformed.

1. What is the Commission’s response regarding the calculation method disputed by the Member States?
2. What conclusions has it reached after reading this report?

3. Inits opinion, what aspects are preventing its anti-fraud plan from rectifying the situation?

Answer given by Mr Semeta on behalf of the Commission
(21 November 2013)

The methodology for the study follows the methodology used by Reckon in the report of 2009, but introduces some
noticeable improvements. This methodology is supported by relevant literature and it has been used by the United
Kingdom, which is the Member State with most experience in the calculation of tax gaps. Moreover, in order to make
sure the results were as accurate as possible, the Commission consulted Member States and gave them the possibility
to correct any imprecisions in the data used for the assessments.

The report confirms the disparities in the share of the VAT gap in the GDP of the different Member States, revealing
that some Member States still have a lot to do to address this important problem. It also confirms that an increase in
VAT rates leads to an increase in the VAT gap, thus hampering the aim of obtaining additional revenue intended by
such tax rises.

When analysing the most recent years of the period covered by this study, it cannot be ignored that these coincided
with a severe economic and financial crisis. It is natural to assume that the increase in the VAT gaps would have been
even higher if it were not for the different anti-fraud measures introduced on the basis of proposals from the
Commission. It should also be stressed that the VAT gap as measured in the study does not relate to tax fraud and
evasion only, but also to errors, insolvencies, etc. The Commission believes that the changes in the VAT legislation
together with continued efforts by national Tax Administrations will result in the sustained reduction of VAT gaps
over the coming period.

Taking all these elements into account, it would seem premature to draw any conclusion about the need for reform of
Member States’ tax systems based solely on the results of this study.
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Question avec demande de réponse écrite E-010919/13
ala Commission
Marc Tarabella (S&D) et Jean Louis Cottigny (S&D)
(25 septembre 2013)

Objet: L'Union européenne trop indulgente avec les cartels

Une étude récente du think tank bruxellois Bruegel explique que les amendes infligées ces douze derniéres années par
la Commission européenne aux sociétés ayant conclu des ententes illicites sur les prix pratiqués n’étaient pas
suffisamment élevées pour les en dissuader.

En effet, dans quatre cas sur cing, il était avantageux pour les sociétés de conclure des accords sur les prix ou de se
partager le marché entre elles, méme si les sociétés concernées étaient par conséquent obligées de payer une amende
équivalente a plusieurs millions d’euros.

Pour rappel, pendant la période indiquée, la Commission a infligé des amendes pour 18,4 milliards d’euros, alors que
les ententes illicites ont cotté quelque 300 milliards aux consommateurs européens.

1. Neest-il pas clair que 'Union européenne est trop tendre avec les cartels de prix?
2. Quelle est la réaction de la Commission face a cette argumentation?
3. Comment la Commission estime-t-elle ces amendes?

4. Comment la Commission explique-t-elle cet écart entre petites amendes et gains faramineux liés a la fraude?
Compte-t-elle repenser, a la lumiére de ces chiffres, son modus operandi en la matiere?

Réponse donnée par M. Almunia au nom de la Commission
(27 novembre 2013)

La lutte contre les ententes est clairement une priorité de la Commission, qui exige, de la part de la Commission et des
autorités nationales de concurrence, un contréle rigoureux de I'application des régles en la matiere, ainsi que des
sanctions proportionnées et suffisamment dissuasives.

Conformément au réglement 1/2003 du Conseil, le montant d'une amende doit prendre en considération a la fois la
gravité et la durée de l'infraction et ne peut excéder 10 % du chiffre d’affaires total de I'entreprise. Les lignes directrices
de la Commission pour le calcul des amendes (') assurent la transparence des décisions en la matiére; elles établissent
un lien entre les amendes et le chiffre daffaires concerné et tiennent compte de la participation individuelle de chaque
entreprise (durée et circonstances qui justifieraient une augmentation ou une réduction).

Bien qu'il soit par nature difficile de mesurer les bénéfices réels par rapport aux amendes, la Commission dispose d'un
certain nombre d’éléments indiquant que les amendes qu’elle inflige et les moyens de contrainte dont elle dispose ont
un effet dissuasif significatif. Le succés du programme de clémence et I'augmentation constante des efforts avisés des
entreprises pour se conformer aux régles en sont la preuve. De méme, les décisions de la Commission en matiere
d’ententes sont souvent a l'origine dactions civiles en réparation devant les juridictions nationales qui augmentent la
note pour les entreprises en infraction et, par conséquent, renforcent l'effet dissuasif. Le Parlement européen examine
actuellement une proposition législative en la matiére (°). De maniére générale, la pratique de fixation des amendes de
la Commission est aussi confirmée par les juridictions européennes.

() Lignes directrices pour le calcul des amendes infligées en application de I'article 23, paragraphe 2, sous a), du réglement (CE) n° 1/2003 (JO C 210
du 1.9.2006, p. 2). De plus amples informations sur le calcul des amendes et les statistiques relatives aux amendes infligées par la Commission
sont disponibles aux adresses suivantes:
http:/[ec.europa.eu/competition/cartels/overview/index_en.html et http://ec.europa.eu/competition/cartels/statistics/statistics.pdf

()  Proposition de directive du Parlement européen et du Conseil relative a certaines régles régissant les actions en dommages et intéréts en droit
interne pour les infractions aux dispositions du droit de la concurrence des ftats membres et de I'Union européenne [COM(2013) 404 du
11.6.2013:
http:/[ec.europa.eu/competition/antitrust/actionsdamages/documents.html]. Les autorités nationales de concurrence adoptent elles aussi chaque
année un grand nombre de décisions en matiére d’ententes.
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Comme indiqué dans I'étude mentionnée par les Honorables Parlementaires, des procédures plus rapides pourraient
encore renforcer l'effet dissuasif. Avec lintroduction de la «procédure de transaction» en 2010, la durée de la
procédure administrative a été réduite. Simultanément, la situation des ressources de la Commission a un impact
direct sur le taux de détection des ententes et la durée des procédures.
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Question for written answer E-010919/13
to the Commission
Marc Tarabella (S&D) and Jean Louis Cottigny (S&D)
(25 September 2013)

Subject: The European Union too lenient towards cartels

According to a recent study by the Brussels-based think tank Bruegel, the fines imposed over the last 12 years by the
Commission on companies concluding illegal price-fixing agreements were not high enough to deter them.

In four out of five cases, the companies concerned benefited from concluding price-fixing agreements or sharing the
market between them, even if they were forced to pay a fine of several million euros as a result.

It should be remembered that the Commission imposed fines of EUR 18.4 billion during the period in question,
whereas illegal cartels cost European consumers some EUR 300 billion.

1. Isitnot clear that the European Union is too lenient towards price cartels?
2. What is the Commission’s response to this claim?
3. How does the Commission determine the amount of these fines?

4. How does it explain the gap between small fines and huge profits gained by fraudulent means? Will it rethink its
approach to this issue in the light of these figures?

Answer given by Mr Almunia on behalf of the Commission
(27 November 2013)

The fight against cartels is a clear Commission priority which requires strong enforcement by the Commission and
national competition authorities, as well as proportionate and sufficiently deterrent sanctions.

According to Council Regulation 1/2003, fines should take into account both the gravity and duration of the
infringement and cannot exceed 10% of the undertaking’s total turnover. The fining method is made transparent in
the Commission Guidelines on Fines (') which link the fines to the affected turnover and take into account each
undertaking’s individual involvement (duration and any circumstances that would justify an increase or a reduction).

Although it is inherently difficult to measure actual profits against fines the Commission has a number of indications
that its fines and enforcement actions have a significant deterrent effect. This includes the successful leniency
programme and the steady increase of sophisticated compliance efforts by companies. Also, Commission cartel
decisions are often the basis for private damage actions before national courts which increases the costs of the cartel
offenders and, hence, deterrence. The European Parliament is currently reviewing a legislative proposal in this
regard (). The Commission’s fining practice is also, by and large, confirmed by the European Courts.

As noted in the study referred to by the Honourable Members, faster procedures could further strengthen deterrence.
With the introduction of the so-called settlement procedure in 2010, the duration of the administrative proceedings
has been reduced. At the same time, the Commission’s resource situation has a direct impact on the cartel detection
rate and the duration of procedures.

() 2006 — Guidelines on the method of setting fines imposed pursuant to Article 23(2)(a) of Regulation No 1/2003, Official Journal C 210,
1.09.2006, p.2-5. Further information on the method of setting fines and the Commission’s fining statistic can be found at
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/cartels/overview/index_en.html and http://ec.europa.eu/competition/cartels/statistics/statistics.pdf

()  Proposal for a directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on certain rules governing actions for damages under national law for
infringements of the competition law provisions of the Member States and of the European Union. COM(2013) 404, 11.6.2013,
http:/[ec.europa.eu/competition/antitrust/actionsdamages/documents.html National competition authorities also take a large number of cartel
decisions each year.
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Question avec demande de réponse écrite E-010920/13
ala Commission
Marc Tarabella (S&D)
(25 septembre 2013)

Objet: Israél — Union européenne et Horizon 2020

Le vendredi 13 septembre dernier, le site EU-Observer notait que les négociateurs européens et israéliens réunis la
veille a Bruxelles n'avaient pas réussi a s'accorder sur les nouvelles régles de financement. Seules quelques possibilités,
qui seraient plus faciles a accepter pour Israél, ont été recensées.

Les entretiens portaient sur la participation dIsraél au nouveau projet scientifique Horizon 2020 de I'Union
européenne. Ce projet de 80 milliards d’euros couvre une période de sept années a dater du 1* janvier 2014. Israél a
déclaré ne pas vouloir participer dans le cadre des nouvelles regles publiées en juillet, qui obligent les entreprises et les
institutions a signer des documents attestant que I'argent de 'Union ne financera pas d’activités en territoire occupé.

L’ambassadeur de Gréce en Israél, Spiros Lampridis, a dit  titre personnel au quotidien israélien The Jerusalem Post qu'il
comprend le pays qui I'accueille: «Si je me mets a la place d’Israél, je vois pourquoi ils ne sont pas en état de le signer.
[...] Notre mission en tant que pays européens est de trouver des alternatives pour rendre cette chose utilisable», a-t-il
déclaré.

Israél a fait du lobbying auprés des ministéres des affaires étrangéres de I'Union et des Etats-Unis afin que la
Commission reporte I'application des mesures. Isra¢l dit ne pas pouvoir signer de documents relatifs a des subsides
européens qui établissent notamment que Jérusalem-Est est une partie de la Palestine, alors qu'au méme moment, des
négociations sont en cours au sujet des frontieres définitives avec la Palestine.

Quelle est la version de la Commission sur ces éléments?

Réponse donnée par M™ Geoghegan-Quinn au nom de la Commission
(3 décembre 2013)

Les négociations avec Israél en vue d'associer ce pays au programme Horizon 2020 ont débuté lors d’'une réunion a
Tel Aviv, le 14 aott 2013. Une deuxiéme réunion s'est tenue a Bruxelles le 12 septembre 2013. D’autres réunions
sont prévues. Les médias ont accordé une grande attention a la publication des «Lignes directrices relatives a
I'éligibilité des entités israéliennes établies dans les territoires occupés par Israél depuis juin 1967 et des activités
qu'elles y déploient aux subventions, prix et instruments financiers financés par 'Union européenne a partir de
2014» ("), ainsi qu'au fait que les négociations sont en cours. Les informations communiquées par les médias dans ce
contexte ne sont pas toutes exactes.

Les lignes directrices visent a clarifier la position actuelle de I'UE et ne préjugent en rien du résultat des négociations de
paix. L'Union européenne appuie sans réserve la reprise des négociations directes entre les parties, et elle reconnaitra
les modifications apportées au tracé des frontieres une fois qu'elles auront été approuvées par les deux parties.
L'application des lignes directrices sera transposée dans les accords associant Israél aux programmes de I'UE qui
seront mis en place a partir de 2014. Le niveau élevé d’attention accordé par les médias illustre le fait que l'association
d’Israél au programme Horizon 2020 est non seulement un accord treés important, mais aussi le premier accord de ce
type a étre négocié en vue du cadre financier 2014-2020.

Etant donné que les négociations sont en cours, la Commission n’est pas en mesure de formuler des observations sur
des points spécifiques.

() JOC205du19.7.2013,p.9.



3.7.2014 Dziennik Urzedowy Unii Europejskiej C208/55

(English version)

Question for written answer E-010920/13
to the Commission
Marc Tarabella (S&D)
(25 September 2013)

Subject: Israel — European Union and Horizon 2020

On Friday 13 September 2013 the website EU-Observer reported that EU and Israeli negotiators meeting in Brussels
the day before had failed to agree on new funding rules. Only a handful of options, which would be easier for Israel to
accept, were identified.

The talks centred on Israel’s participation in the European Union’s new science project, Horizon 2020. This
EUR 80 billion project will run from 1 January 2014 for seven years. Israel has said it will not take part under new
rules, published in July 2013, which oblige its firms and institutions to sign documents saying that EU money will not
fund activities on occupied land.

The Greek ambassador to Israel, Spiros Lampridis, told Israeli daily the Jerusalem Post that he sympathises with his host
country. ‘If [ put myself in the Israelis’ shoes, I can see why they are not able to sign it. [...] Our task as EU Member
States is to find alternatives to make this thing workable.” he said.

Israel has lobbied EU foreign ministries and the US State Department to make the Commission postpone the
measures. Israel says it cannot sign EU grant papers saying that East Jerusalem, for example, is part of Palestine at the
same time as negotiating final borders with Palestine in the talks that are currently taking place.

What is the Commission’s version of the facts?

Answer given by Ms Geoghegan-Quinn on behalf of the Commission
(3 December 2013)

Negotiations with Israel on Association to Horizon 2020 began with a meeting in Tel Aviv on 14 August 2013 and
there has been a subsequent meeting in Brussels on 12 September 2013. There will be further meeting(s). There has
been significant media attention to both the publication of the ‘Guidelines on the eligibility of Israeli entities and their
activities in the territories occupied by Israel since June 1967 for grants, prizes and financial instruments funded by
the EU from 2014 onwards’ ('), and of the fact that the negotiations are ongoing. Not all of the media reporting has
been accurate.

The guidelines serve to clarify the existing EU position and in no way prejudge the outcome of peace negotiations.
The EU fully supports the resumption of the direct negotiations between the parties and will recognise changes made
to the borders once agreed by both parties. The application of the guidelines will be translated into the agreements on
Israel’s participation in EU programmes to be put in place from 2014. The high level of media attention reflects the
fact that association of Israel to Horizon 2020 is both a high-profile agreement and also the first such agreement to be
negotiated for the 2014-20 financial framework.

As negotiations are ongoing, the Commission is not able to comment on specific details.

() Ref0J 2013 C 205 p9.
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Otizka k pisemnému zodpovézeni P-010921/13
Komisi
Richard Falbr (S&D)
(25. 27 2013)

Predmét: Upravy narodniho schématu podpory obnovitelnych zdrojti energie

Obracim se na Vés v piipadu notifikace ¢eského Zakona o podporovanych zdrojich energie ¢. 165/2012 Sb. (POZE),
respektive jeho piipadnych dalsich dprav.

Vysokou dotaci vykupnich cen, kterd v letosnim roce dosahuje ¢astky 44,4 mld. K¢, pokryvé z 26% stdtni rozpocet
azbytek, tj. 32,8 mld. K¢, hradi vsichni spotfebitelé jednotnym poplatkem. Tento poplatek (cca23 €MWh
spotiebované elektfiny) navic stdle roste a zvysuje se jeho podil na koncové cené elekttiny. Enormné vysoky poplatek
zdsadnim zptisobem ni¢{ Cesky trh s energiemi, stavd se (makro)ekonomicky neudrzitelnym a pfedstavuje stdle vétsi
konkuren¢ni nevyhodu vyrazné exportné orientovaného ceského prumyslu, zejména energeticky intenzivnich
komoditnich obort, a to nejen viici mimoevropské konkurenci, ale jiz i v rimci Evropy.

Ve vyspélych stitech EU s vysokou mirou podpory OZE (Némecko, Francie, Holandsko, Belgie atd.) plati energeticky
ndro¢ny primysl snizené poplatky nebo nizky ro¢ni pausdl. Ostatni ,staré“ Clenské zemé sice nemaji snizené

poplatky pro priimysl, ale mira podpory OZE je zde podstatné nizsi. CR je vyjimkou v tom, Ze vysoce podporuje OZE
(nejvyssi podil podpory OZE na hlavu a jednotku HDP), ale pfitom nechréani svou primyslovou zdkladnu.

Notifikace nového ceského zdkona 165/2012 Sb. méla probéhnout do biezna 2013, dosud se tak nestalo a nelze
ocekavat, Ze by k notifikaci doslo difve, nez na podzim 2013. Podobné zdrzovaci taktice Celily ze strany EK ve
stejném obdobi letosnich prvnich 6 mésich i nékteré dali, a zfejmé nikoliv ndhodou mensi ¢lenské zemé EU, ve své
snaze obhdjit upravy své dosavadni podpory OZE (Slovinsko), ¢i notifikovat zcela nové schéma podpory OZE
(Rakousko). Zdroven bylo zahdjeno Setfeni EK vii¢i Némecku po 2 letech od zavedeni diferencovanych plateb cen
elektiiny pro velké spotiebitele v této ¢lenské zemi EU. Nicméné s minimdlnim ¢asovym odstupem tdz EK oficidlné
sdélila, Ze na svém protekcionistickém systému nemusi Némecko minimdlng dalich 18 mésicdi nic ménit. Setfeni
vii¢i Francii, jeZ rovnéZ chrdni svij primysl pred poplatky za OZE, nebylo dosud zahdjeno viibec.

Dovoluji si proto polozit nasledujici otazky:

1. Jak akdy hodld Komise (DG Competition) zajistit rovné podminky pro zatiZeni spotiebitelti a primyslu
(velkych spotiebitelt) platbou na podporu OZE ve viech zemich EU?

2. Jak bude zajistén nediskriminacni pfistup a rovnost podminek do doby, nez bude redlné zabezpecen bod 1?

Odpovéd pana Almunii jménem Komise
(22.¥ijna 2013)

V rdmci kontroly stitni podpory ze strany EU maji clenské stity Siroky prostor pro uvdzeni, jak do roku 2020
dosdhnout cilii v oblasti energie z obnovitelnych zdroji ajak navrhnout systémy podpory, napiiklad pokud jde
o zpusobilé ndklady a pffjemce podpory. Komise rovnéz nemuize nafidit zavedeni podpory pro odvétvi s vysokou
spotiebou energie v konkrétnim ¢lenském stdté ¢i v celé EU. Komise v8ak v soucasné dobé zvazuje vydani pokynd pro
¢lenské staty, jak reformovat a zlepsit rezimy podpory ziskdvani energie z obnovitelnych zdrojti, a zdroven provadi
revizi pokynt ke stdtni podpofe na ochranu Zivotniho prostfedi. Cilem je dosahnout toho, aby sttni podpora byla
Gc¢innéjsi a méné narusovala stabilitu systému, zejména aby nevedla k roztfi$ténosti vnitiniho trhu s energi.

Pokud jde o ozndmeni stitni podpory stanovené Ceskym zdkonem ¢&. 165/2012 Sb., o podporovanych zdrojich
energie, ¢eské orgdny byly pozddiny o dodatecné informace k doplnéni uvedeného ozndmeni. Komise tedy rezim
stdle posuzuje a o¢ekdvd, Ze ptijme rozhodnuti do konce roku 2013.
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Question for written answer P-010921/13
to the Commission
Richard Falbr (S&D)
(25 September 2013)

Subject: Modifications to the national scheme to support renewable energy sources (RES)

[ am writing to you with regard to the notification of the Czech Act on supported energy source No 165/2012 Coll.
(POZE), and specifically to the possibility of further changes being made thereto.

The national budget significantly subsidises purchase prices — which last year amounted to CZK 44.4 billion — to
the tune of 26%. The remainder of CZK 32.8 billion is paid by all consumers in the form of a uniform payment. This
charge of approximately EUR 23/MWh of electricity consumed is rising continuously, and its overall proportion of
the end price of electricity is also increasing. Such a huge cost of payment is having a profoundly destructive effect on
the Czech energy market; it is becoming (macro-) economically unsustainable and represents an ever-increasing
competitive disadvantage to the Czech Republic’s overwhelmingly export-oriented industrial sector, especially in the
energy-intensive commodity branches. This not only affects competitiveness outside Europe, but also within the EU.

In older EU Member States with high levels of support for renewable energy sources (Germany, France, the
Netherlands, Belgium, etc.), energy-intensive industries pay reduced fees or a low fixed annual payment. The other
older EU Member States have not reduced charges for industry; however, in such countries the level of support for
renewable energy sources is much lower. The Czech Republic is an exception in this regard, as it provides a high
degree of support for RES (highest proportion of RES per capita and per unit of GDP) but does not protect its
industrial base.

The notification of Czech Act No 165/2012 Coll. should have taken place by March 2013. However, this has not
occurred and is not expected to happen earlier than autumn 201 3. Some other Member States — not coincidentally,
these were smaller Member States — encountered similar delaying tactics from the Commission in the first six
months of 2012 as they attempted to defend their existing RES support schemes (Slovenia) or to notify an entirely
new RES support scheme (Austria). The Commission also launched an investigation into Germany two years after
that Member State introduced differentiated electricity prices for large consumers. However, after a minimal amount
of time had passed, the Commission stated that Germany must not make any changes to its protectionist system for
at least the next 18 months. So far no investigation has even been launched into France, which also protects its
industry from having to pay RES charges.

I therefore put the following questions to the Commission:

1. How and when does the Commission (DG Competition) intend to ensure that the financial burden imposed on
consumers and industry (major consumers) to support RES is the same in all EU Member States?

2. How will a non-discriminatory approach and equal conditions be guaranteed until such a time as point 1 is
truly achieved?

Answer given by Mr Almunia on behalf of the Commission
(22 October 2013)

Within the framework of EU State aid control, Member States have wide discretion as to how to achieve the 2020
renewables targets and how to design support systems, for example with respect to eligible costs and beneficiaries.
Likewise, the Commission cannot prescribe the introduction of support for energy intensive industries within a
particular Member State or across the EU. The Commission is, however, currently reflecting on guidance to be
addressed to the Member States on how to reform and improve their renewables support schemes and is in the
process of revising the Environmental state aid Guidelines. The objective is to make state aid more efficient and less
distortive, in particular avoiding the fragmentation of the internal energy market.

As regards the state aid notification of the Czech Act No 165/2012 concerning support to renewable sources of
energy, additional information was required from the Czech authorities to complete the notification. Therefore, the
Commission s still at the stage of assessing the scheme and expects to take a decision before the end of 2013.
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Epdtnon pe aitpa yparntic andvinong P-010922/13
nipog v Enrtporm} (Avuinpoedpog/'Ynatn Exnpocenoc)
Maria Eleni Koppa (S&D)

(25 SZentepfpiov 2013)

Oépa: VP[HR — Biaeg evepyeie eig fapog Eupenaiov dimhopatdv ek pépoug tou Iopanh

Tnv HNapaokeur), 20 Sentepfpiov 2013, oto Kippmer AN-MayouX g Avtikiic ‘Oxdne, Iopanhwot otpatiotes tpoéfnoay oe
Picuec evépyeies eic Papoc Euponaiov dimwpatev kar kataoxeoav uhikd avdpoemiotikrg Pordeiag mou mpoopilotav yia
Tohaiotivioug, Twv OmoiGY Ol OIKIOHOL £YOUV KATAOTPAQEL. SUNQWVO HE QUTOTTEG HAPTUPES, Ot topanhivég Suvapelg
Xprotponoinoav xepofopfides kpdtou kat anopdkpuvay pie ) pia tous Eupenaious Simwparte.

H Eupemnaikr Eveorn navta tovile v onpacia e avepnodiot davopr)c avipemotikng fordeiag kat e mpootasiag,
oUpgova pe T Zuvdikn e Feveune, Tov avdponey mou fpickovial ota KateyOpeva edagn, KATL Tou TpoQavec dev tpel
KkuBépvnon tou Iopanh oty mepintwon g Makatotivig.

H enavévapén tev ouvophiaw yia v eprvevtikn Sadikacia yarpetiCetar ano v Eupwnaikn Eveon, opeg ttotou eidoug
TIEPIOTATIKA UTOVOHEVOUY TG dlampaypateloeic kat dnpoupyoly cofapéc apgifolies yia v Séopievon kat ty npoddeor] tou
Iopan\ va Ppedei emtéloug pia Avor. AveEdpta Opwg and v &kfaot tov Slampaypateloewy, oL apyic e xopag
ogeihouv va o¢fovtar to Aiedvég Aikaio, pépog Tou omoiou anotehel kat 1) dimhopatiki acuMia, aANd kai To Atedvég
Avdpomotikd Aikaio. Afiler va onueiwdel 0T 0 owkiopods oto Kipumet AN-MayoUA eivar o Tpitog maNaioTviakdg OKIGHOG
TIOU YKPEWLETAL MO TOV MEPACHEVO AUYOUTTO.

Y10 mAaiolo auto, kat pe faon o apdpo 2 e upgeviag Suvdeong EE-Iopanh, mou opilet Ot ot oxéoels avdpeoa otig duo
mheupés da PaciCovrar otov apotfaio oefacpd yia ta avdpdmva dikaopata kot Tig dnpokpatikés apxés, epwtatat n 'Yratn
Exnp0Ooenog av mpotivetal va eniPalet OIKOVOIKEG KUPOOELS;

Ko axopn, oe T evépyeteg okomneve va mpofei mpoketpévou va Staogahiotel 1 acgalig tapoyr avipemotikig fordeag oty
TMahaotivn, aMa ka1 ouppopgwon tou lopan) pe to Aedveg Avdpemotiko Aikato;

Anavton e 'Yrnatng Exknpoconov/Avtnpoedpou Ashton €€ ovopatog e Enrtporniig
(7 Nogpfpiov 2013)

H EE napakohoUdnoe ek Tou GUVEYYUG TO TIEPIOTATIKO.

Y& df\won nou e5édwoe ) eknpdownog g 'Ynatne Eknposwnou/Avunposdpou kar Méhog g Enttponiic Georgieva otig 21
Semtepfpiov 2013, n EE anodokipace v katdoyeon e avdpemiotikns fordetag and lopanhivols otpatiateg oto Kippmét
AN-MayoUN kat UTOYpApoE TV UTOXPEWOT €pappoynic Tou diedvoug avdpwmiotikou dikaiou ota Kateyopeva
[ohaotviakd edagn. Agiwpatovyot g EE ftav oe enagn pe tig apyés tou Iopanh katd ) Sidpkeia tov enelcodiov.

'Onw¢ unoypappiCetar ota oupnepdopata tou IupPouliov Efwtepikav Ynovéoewv tou Matou 2012, n EE Tnrel
enavel\nppévag va dodel TEAog oty KataoTpoPr] OIKIGHGV Kat Tr petagopd tou mAiduopol ot Zovn . H EE Sivet daitepn
onpaocia kot da eEakohoudnoel va eppével oty apyn s avepnodiotng avipemoTikis Tpoofaocng, Oneg katadeivieTtal and
v napoucia dimhepatev g EE ent tonou. [pénet va diacpaliletar ) ac@alela Tav HENGY TOV avDpOTIGTIKGY 0PYaVOGEOY
Kkata my napadoon g fordelag.

H EE yaupetiCel v anogaon tou Avartatou Aikaotnpiou tou lopan) nou anotpénet v exdiwén g kowottag kat my
TIEPALTEPL KATAGTPOPT OKNVAV, Unootnpilovtag Ty anoyrn ot 1 avdpemotikr fordeia onwg yopryeitar and v EE npénel
V0L GUVEXLOTEL AVEPTOdLOTAL

H EE dev npowdel v epappoyr) RNopikev Kupooewy oto Aaioto tav oxtoewy EE-Iopanh. H oupgovia cuvdeong anotelel
™ vopukr| faon tou tpéyovtog dialdyou pag pe Tig wpanveg apyés. H EE da ouveyioel va kavel yprion OAov tov eukaipiav
Tou MpoaEpovTal and tov diahoyo mou diekayeta o +igopa enineda oto mMaioto e cupgoviag olvSeons yia va diyet
{nmpata mou mpokalouv aviouyia. H EE Ja ouvexicer emiong va mapakoloudel oteva g e€ehikels, petall aMwv,
empAénoviag ouveyws Ty napadoon avdpemotikig fordelas kat TapakoAoUDGYTAG TIG KOIVOTITEG TOU aneloUvTal e
exdlotn peow e avunpocwneias e oty Avatolikr lepoucali.
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Question for written answer P-010922/13
to the Commission (Vice-President/High Representative)
Maria Eleni Koppa (S&D)
(25 September 2013)

Subject: VP[HR — European diplomats manhandled by Israelis

On 20 September 2013, Israeli forces forcibly stopped European diplomats travelling to Khirbet Al-Makhul on the
West Bank and seized a consignment of humanitarian aid intended for Palestinians whose homes had been
demolished. According to witnesses, the soldiers hurled sonic grenades before converging on the European diplomats
and hauling them away.

The European Union has always firmly stressed the importance of ensuring the unimpeded passage of humanitarian
aid and compliance with the Geneva Convention regarding protection of the inhabitants of occupied territories, a
principle clearly being flouted by the Israeli Government in its dealings with Palestine.

While the European Union welcomes the reopening of peace negotiations, incidents such as the above merely serve to
undermine the process and raise serious doubts as to the depth of Israeli commitment to finding a solution.
Regardless of the outcome of the talks, however, Israeli authorities have an obligation to comply with the provisions
of international law, including those relating to diplomatic immunity and human rights. Moreover, Khirbet Al-
Makhul is the third Palestinian community to be demolished since August.

In view of this and given that Article 2 of the Association Agreement between the EU and Ismael stipulates that
relations between the parties shall be based on respect for human rights and democratic principles, does the High
Representative intend to impose economic sanctions?

What action does the High Representative intend to take to ensure the safe passage of humanitarian aid for Palestine
and compliance by Israel with international humanitarian law?

Answer given by High Representative|Vice-President Ashton on behalf of the Commission
(7 November 2013)

The EU has followed closely the incidents.

In a statement issued by the spokespersons of HR/VP and Commissioner Georgieva on 21 September 2013, the EU
deplored the confiscation of humanitarian assistance by Israeli forces in Khirbet al-Makhul and underlined the
applicability of international humanitarian law in the occupied Palestinian territory. EU officials were in contact with
the Israeli authorities throughout the incident.

As oulined in the conclusions of its Foreign Affairs Council of May 2012, the EUcontinues to call for a halt of
demolitions and forced transfers of the population in Area C. The EU attaches great importance and will continue to
insist on the principle of unimpeded humanitarian access as demonstrated by the presence of EU diplomats at the
scene. The safety of humanitarian workers in delivering aid must be safeguarded.

The EU welcomes the decision by the Israeli High Court preventing the community’s eviction and the further
destruction of tents, supporting the view that humanitarian assistance such as the EU is providing should continue
unhindered.

The EU does not promote the use of trade sanctions in the context of EU-Israel relations. The Association Agreement
(AA) is the legal basis of our ongoing dialogue with the Israeli authorities. The EU will continue to use all
opportunities afforded by the dialogue that takes place at different levels within the framework of the AA to raise
issues of concern. The EU will also continue to monitor developments closely, including through continued
observation of humanitarian assistance delivery and monitoring of communities threatened by eviction through its
delegation in East Jerusalem.
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Question avec demande de réponse écrite E-010923/13
ala Commission
Marc Tarabella (S&D)
(26 septembre 2013)

Objet: Objectifs énergétiques 2030 en berne

Selon un document officieux de la Commission, les Etats membres affichent aujourd’hui des divergences importantes
en matiere de politique énergétique future, a I'exception de I'objectif de réduction de CO, a hauteur de 40 %. Les Etats
membres s'inquicteraient de la tournure que prend le débat pour 2030. «Un large accord régne sur la nécessité d’'un
nouvel objectif de réduction des émissions de CO2 pour 20305, a expliqué la Commission lors d'une conférence de
presse a l'issue d'une réunion informelle des ministres de I'énergie a Vilnius, le 20 septembre. «Certains sont contre et
d’autres pour la mise en place d'un nouvel objectif d’énergies renouvelables. Un désaccord porte sur la forme qu'il doit
prendre», a-t-elle ajouté.

En matiére d’économies d'énergie, I'UE dispose d’ores et déja d'une directive sur lefficacité énergétique, laquelle
devrait faire 'objet d'une révision 'année prochaine.

1. Selon certaines informations sérieuses, de hauts fonctionnaires s'inquiétent en privé que les modeles actuels de
réduction de gaz 2 effet de serre a hauteur de 35-45 % ne limitent les politiques d’efficacité énergétique et d’énergie
renouvelable. Quelle est la position de la Commission a ce sujet?

2. Une analyse d'impact sur les objectifs pour 2030 sera publiée cette année. Mais les fonctionnaires craignent
qu'elle ne prenne en compte qu'une seule politique visant a atteindre une réduction de CO , de 40 % dans le cadre du
systeme européen d’échange de quotas d’émission (ETS). Quen est-il?

3. La Commission confirme-t-elle que le modele économétrique européen sur I'énergie «PRIMES» omettrait les
effets des réductions de cofits ayant trait aux économies d'énergie et aux politiques renouvelables, comme
l'augmentation de la valeur des propriétés (due aux rénovations des batiments) ainsi qu'une diminution des factures de
soins de santé et des coits liés au climat?

4. Un objectif de 40 % de gaz a effet de serre pour 2030 reviendrait-il a dire, dans de telles conditions, que I'UE a
abandonné son engagement visant a limiter le réchauffement de la planéte a des niveaux sans danger?

Réponse donnée par M™ Hedegaard au nom de la Commission
(15 novembre 2013)

Comme annoncé dans son programme de travail pour 2014, la Commission publiera des propositions concrétes
pour un cadre daction pour le climat et 'énergie a 'horizon 2030 au début de 'année 2014. En régle générale, la
Commission ne commente pas les détails d’une initiative, notamment les aspects relatifs a I'étude qui sous-tend
l'analyse d'impact qui l'accompagne, avant la publication de ladite initiative.
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Question for written answer E-010923/13
to the Commission
Marc Tarabella (S&D)
(26 September 2013)

Subject: 2030 energy targets in bad shape

According to a Commission non-paper, there is currently little consensus among the Member States on future energy
policy, with the exception of the 40% CO, reduction target. The Member States are said to be concerned about the
direction the 2030 debate is taking. At a press conference after the informal energy council in Vilnius on
20 September 2013, the Commission said: ‘There was wide agreement that a new CO2 emissions reductions goal is
needed for 2030." It added: ‘There were opinions for and against developing a new goal for renewable energies and
also some disagreement about what form this should take.’

As far as energy savings are concerned, the EU already has an energy efficiency directive, which is due to be reviewed
next year.

1. According to reliable sources, senior officials are privately concerned that the current models for a greenhouse
gas savings target ranging between 35% and 45% would constrain energy efficiency and renewables policies. What is
the Commission’s position on this matter?

2. Animpact assessment on 2030 targets will be published later this year. However, officials worry that it will only
consider policy for achieving a 40% CO, reduction under the EU Emissions Trading System (ETS). What is the current
situation with regard to this point?

3. Can the Commission confirm that the European econometric energy model PRIMES omitted to show the cost-
saving effects of energy savings and renewables policies, such as increased property values (from building
renovations), and lower healthcare bills and climate-related costs?

4. Would a 40% greenhouse gas target for 2030 be a declaration, in such circumstances, that the EU has given up
on its commitment to limit global warming to safe levels?

Answer given by Ms Hedegaard on behalf of the Commission
(15 November 2013)

As announced in the Commission’s recent work programme for 2014, the Commission will publish concrete
proposals for a 2030 Climate and Energy Framework in the beginning of 2014. As a general rule, the Commission
does not comment on details of initiatives, including on aspects relating to the analysis underpinning the
accompanying Impact Assessment, until the initiative has been published.
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Question avec demande de réponse écrite E-010924/13
ala Commission
Marc Tarabella (S&D)
(26 septembre 2013)

Objet: Modification des régles de tarification des surcharges

Plusieurs compagnies aériennes, et non des moindres, ont indiqué a leurs clients que les surcharges carburant et stireté
allaient désormais s'appliquer au poids taxable et non plus au poids brut des expéditions.

1. LaCommission est-elle d’avis que la streté et le volume sont autant liés et que cette hausse se justifie? Quant a la
surcharge carburant, n'était-il pas plus logique quelle soit corrélée au poids?

2. La Commission posséde-t-elle des chiffres sur les impacts de ce nouveau mode de calcul? Selon certaines
estimations, il entraine une augmentation des cofits de transport qui peut atteindre 15 a 20 %, et méme jusqu'a plus
de 60 % en Italie.

3. La Commission ne s'étonne-t-elle pas de la concomitance des décisions prises par les compagnies aériennes dans
un laps de temps tres court? Emirates et Lufthansa, ainsi que plusieurs compagnies asiatiques, ont fait savoir au mois
d'aotit qu'elles appliqueraient la nouvelle tarification, respectivement a partir du 1¢ septembre et du 27 octobre. Le
groupe Air France-KLM a de son coté informé ses clients, par une lettre du 12 septembre, que la mesure entrerait en
vigueur le 4 novembre 2013. Y aurait-il eu une action concertée, en violation des régles de concurrence européennes?

Réponse donnée par M. Kallas au nom de la Commission
(19 novembre 2013)

Larticle 2 du reglement (CE) n° 1008/2008 définit le «tarif de fret» comme étant le prix a payer pour le transport de
fret ainsi que les conditions d’application de ce prix.

Larticle 22 du méme reéglement établit la liberté de tarification, tandis que son article 23 oblige les transporteurs de
fret a inclure les conditions applicables dans leurs informations sur les tarifs de fret. Le prix définitif & payer doit étre
précisé a tout moment et inclure le tarif de fret, les taxes, les redevances, les suppléments et les droits applicables
inévitables et prévisibles a la date de publication. Les suppléments de prix optionnels sont communiqués de fagon
claire, transparente et non équivoque au début de toute procédure de réservation.

Aussi les transporteurs de fret ont-ils la liberté de fixer la structure des prix. Le contrat reléve, par nature, du droit civil
national.

En conséquence, si les régles en matiére de transparence, de stireté et de sécurité sont appliquées, la Commission ne
voit aucune nécessité d'intervenir et ne surveille pas non plus I'évolution des prix. Les parties qui constatent que le
réglement n'est pas correctement appliqué sont invitées a contacter les autorités nationales chargées de veiller a
l'application de la législation.

En ce qui concerne les régles de concurrence, selon la jurisprudence des juridictions européennes, les concurrents ne
sont pas autorisés a coordonner entre eux leur comportement sur le marché d'une maniere qui risquerait d’altérer les
conditions normales de concurrence. Ils ont toutefois le droit de s'adapter intelligemment au comportement constaté
ou a escompter de leurs concurrents (voir, par exemple, l'affaire T-588/08, Dole Food Company/Commission, point 61).
Ainsi, le simple fait que les compagnies aériennes ont pris leurs décisions I'une a la suite de l'autre dans un laps de
temps relativement bref n'indique pas en soi que les régles de concurrence de I'UE ont été violées, sans compter que
l'utilisation du «poids taxable» pour le calcul des tarifs de base constituait déja la norme dans ce secteur.
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Question for written answer E-010924/13
to the Commission
Marc Tarabella (S&D)
(26 September 2013)

Subject: Changes to surcharge rules

Several airlines, including the major carriers, have informed their customers that fuel and security surcharges will no
longer be based on the gross weight of shipments, but on the chargeable weight instead.

1. Does the Commission believe that there is such a close link between security and volume and that this increase
is justified? As for the fuel surcharge, did it not make more sense for it to be correlated with weight?

2. Does the Commission have any figures concerning the impacts of this new calculation method? According to
some estimates, it increases transport costs by up to 15-20% and by more than 60% in Italy.

3. Does it not surprise the Commission that the airlines took their decisions one after another in a very short space
of time? Emirates and Lufthansa, along with several Asian carriers, announced in August 2013 that they would be
applying the new charging system from 1 September 2013 and 27 October 2013 respectively. Air France-KLM, for
its part, informed its customers, in a letter sent on 12 September 2013, that the measure would come into force on
4 November 201 3. Could this be an example of concerted action, in violation of EU competition rules?

Answer given by Mr Kallas on behalf of the Commission
(19 November 2013)

Article 2 of Regulation (EC) 1008/2008 says that ‘air rate’ is the price to be paid for the carriage of cargo and the
conditions under which those prices apply.

Article 22 of the same Regulation sets pricing freedom and Article 23 obliges cargo carriers that air rates include the
applicable conditions. The final price shall at all times be indicated and shall include the applicable air rate, taxes,
charges, surcharges and fees which are unavoidable and foreseeable at the time of publication. Optional price
supplements shall be communicated in a clear, transparent and unambiguous way at the start of any booking process.

Thus, cargo carriers have the liberty to set the price structure. The contract is by nature subject to national civil law.

Consequently, if the price transparency, safety and security rules are applied, the Commission does not see any
intervention needed, nor does the Commission monitor price developments. Parties, that find that the regulation is
not correctly applied, are advised to contact the relevant national enforcement authorities.

As for competition rules, according to the case law of the European courts, competitors are not allowed to coordinate
between themselves the conduct on the market in a way that might interfere with the normal conditions of
competition. They have however the right to adapt themselves intelligently to the existing or anticipated conduct of
their competitors (e.g. see Case T-588/08 Dole Food Company v Commission, §61). Thus, the mere fact that airlines took
their decisions one after another in a relatively short space of time does not suggest by itself a violation of EU
competition rules, notably since the use of ‘chargeable weight’ for the calculation of the base rates was already the
industry standard.
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Question avec demande de réponse écrite E-010925/13
ala Commission
Marc Tarabella (S&D)
(26 septembre 2013)

Objet: OpenupED et Iversity

Les partenaires de onze pays ont uni leurs forces pour lancer la premiére initiative paneuropéenne de cours en ligne
massifs et ouverts (MOOC), avec l'aide de la Commission européenne. C'est ce que précisait le communiqué de presse
de I'Association européenne des universités d’enseignement a distance, sur le site de 'Union européenne fin avril pour
le lancement «d’OpenupED». Mais a la différence «d'Iversity», OpenupED ne met pas a disposition une technologie
permettant aux établissements de diffuser leur MOOC, mais ne fait que renvoyer vers diverses universités ouvertes
partenaires. En somme, cest une sorte d’annuaire. Les premiers cours seront présentés prochainement.

1. Que pense la Commission de ce projet?
2. Quels sont les objectifs chiffrés de cette initiative?

3. La Commission préconise-t-elle a terme un mélange entre OpenupED et Iversity? Quelles sont les perspectives
d’avenir?

Réponse donnée par M™ Vassiliou au nom de la Commission
(15 novembre 2013)

Les deux projets mentionnés par 'Honorable Parlementaire poursuivent des objectifs différents. «Iversity» est une
plateforme technique d’hébergement de cours en ligne ouverts et massifs (MOOC) qui permet aux établissements de
diffuser leurs cours. Quant au projet «OpenupEdu», il vise a accroitre I'offre de MOOC en favorisant des partenariats
entre les universités d’enseignement a distance et entre celles-ci et les universités traditionnelles. La Commission se
félicite de cette diversité d'approches dans la mesure ot il n'existe pas de solution unique pour répondre a I'ensemble
des besoins des établissements européens qui proposent déja des MOOC.

La Commission n'est pas propriétaire des projets financés dans le cadre du programme pour I'éducation et la
formation tout au long de la vie en cours et du futur programme Erasmus+. Elle n’a pas non plus & intervenir dans les
stratégies organisationnelles et pédagogiques d’établissements d’enseignement supérieur autonomes.

La Commission a récemment publié une communication intitulée «OQuvrir 'éducation» ('), estimant qu’il était essentiel
que les établissements d’enseignement et de formation européens tirent parti du potentiel des nouvelles technologies
afin d'innover, d’accroitre leur efficacité et de garantir un acceés équitable a la connaissance et aux différentes
possibilités d’apprentissage. Les priorités et les actions annoncées dans cette communication seront financées par les
programmes Erasmus+ et «Horizon 2020». De plus, dans le cadre de cette initiative, la Commission a lancé le portail
«Open Education Europa (%) pour assurer la visibilité des ressources éducatives libres et des MOOC concus en Europe.
Les MOOC hébergés sur «Iversity» tout comme ceux hébergés sur «OpenupEdu» sont accessibles depuis ce portail.

()  COM(2013) 654 — http://ec.europa.eufeducation/news/20130925_fr.htm
() http://openeducationeuropa.eu (disponible en anglais seulement).
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Question for written answer E-010925/13
to the Commission
Marc Tarabella (S&D)
(26 September 2013)

Subject: OpenupED and Iversity

Partners in 11 countries have joined forces to launch the first pan-European ‘MOOCs’ (Massive Open Online Courses)
initiative, with the support of the Commission. That is what the European Association of Distance Teaching
Universities said in its press release, posted on the EU website at the end of April to mark the launch of ‘OpenupED’.
Unlike ‘Iversity’, however, OpenupED does not provide the technology for institutions to disseminate their MOOCs,
but merely refers users to various partner open universities. In short, it is a kind of directory. The first courses will be
offered soon.

1. What does the Commission think of this project?
2. What performance targets have been set for this initiative?

3. Does the Commission recommend that OpenupED and Iversity be combined in the long run? What are their
future prospects?

Answer given by Ms Vassiliou on behalf of the Commission
(15 November 2013)

The two projects mentioned by the Honourable Member serve different goals: while Iversity is a technical platform
for the provision of Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCs) through which institutions can offer their courses,
OpenupEdu is a project that aims at increasing the offer of MOOCs by way of fostering partnerships among distance
teaching universities and between distance teaching and traditional universities. The Commission welcomes this
diversity of approaches as there is no single approach which could cater for all the different needs of the European
institutions already delivering (MOOCs).

The Commission has no ownership over the projects funded under the current Lifelong Learning and the future
Erasmus+ programme, nor is it the Commission’s role to interfere with organisational and educational strategies of
autonomous higher education institutions.

The Commission has recently published the communication ‘Opening up Education’ (') as it considers it essential that
European education and training institutions exploit the potential of the new technologies in order to innovate, to
enhance efficiency and to ensure equity in the access to knowledge and learning opportunities. The priorities and
actions announced in the communication will be supported through the Erasmus+ and the Horizon 2020
programme. Also, as part of the initiative, the Open Education Europa portal (*) was launched to provide visibility for
Open Educational Resources and MOOCs created in Europe. MOOCs from both Iversity and OpenupEdu are
accessible via the portal.

()  Comm(2013)654 — http:/[ec.europa.eufeducation/news/20130925_en.htm
() http://openeducationeuropa.eu
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Epdrtnon pe aitnpa ypartic andvinong E-010927/13
npog v Enrtpor)
Maria Eleni Koppa (S&D)
(26 Zemrtepfpiov 2013)

Oépa: Buaopoi yuvaikdv kat avihikev oto IMakiotay

Me agoppr} v mpocgaty unddeon opadikol Placpov Sxpovou koprtotoy, otig 14 Semtepfpiov 2013, omy enapyia
Touvtlapn tou TMakiotav, To anotpoémao autd {nmpa enavi\e oto mpookrvio. To mepiotatikd mpokaece HaliKeg
dadnlvoeig o Mo To Takiotav, pe kUpto aitua v fektioon Tou cuoTipatog anovoprs dikaloouvng yia ta dUpata
Praopav.

Supgeva pe v Emtponr Aviponivoy Akaiopdtov tou Takiotdv, povo ommy enapyia [MouvtCapn, to 2012 uvnipEav
niepinou 450 enionpe katayyehieg yia unodécels fraopol aviikev. TUPQOVA PE TIG apyEs OPWG, O TPAYHATIKOG aptipog
eivat ToAU uynAoTepog, kadhg n mheloyngia tov dupdtev dev katayyéA\el tov fracpo.

Tapa tig vopodetikes alayes to 2006 oYeTIKA [e TNV SIKAOTIKY aVTIETOMION TV unodéoewy Placpol kat Ty petadeon
TG ekdikaong TeTo1wY Unodéoewy ota mowikd dikaotrpia, to fapog e anddeibng négtel akopa oto YUpa. S ouvduacuo pe
v Slagavopevn avikavotyta G actuvopias va emAngdel Tov oxetikav epeuvav kar v mepifontn Ppaditta e
TMakiotavikic dikatoouvng, kadag kat tov @ofo moAaGv Jupdtey va mpoogiyouv ot dikaioolvy AOyw Tev doAogoviay
TG (ave Tev 900 0 2012), T0 TOCOCTO TV KATASIKAGTIKOV AMOPACELY Yia UTIOVEOEIS PLAcHOU @TAVEL HONIG TO 3-4%.

Tapa v kvntomoinon tou TANYUGHOU Kat TIG TPOCTIAVELES TV apyGY TO Gavopevo Ppioketat ot EEapon.

H EE, obpguva pe o Eyypago Stpatyiki yia to [akiotdv, kaddg kot pe to 5etég mpoypappa déopevong, kael v
KkuBépvnon tou Takiotdy va npofel oy petappldpion Tou dikactikol cuotpatos, va SievkoAver Ty mpoofacn ot
dikaroouvn yia yuvaikeg kat aviMIKOUG Kat VoL GUVEPYQOTEL 1€ TOUG EDVIKOUG DEGHOUG yiat TNV Tpoadon Twv avipemivev
dwaropdrtov.

210 mhaiolo autd, epetatal i Enttpon| av okomnevet va DECEL MO ENITAKTIKA TV aVAYKT] VOHOUETIKNG petappidpiong nt tou
YEpatog autou oTic dampaypateVoelg pe Ty veoekAeyeloa makiotavikr kufEpviion kat av, 0To MAGICLO THG OTPOTNYIKIG
OUVEPYOLAG OKOTEVEL VA EVIOXUOEL TV KOWOVIQ TV TOMTGV Kal Vo TPOUNOeL TPOYPAHHATA EVIHEPLONG Kot
EUALGVT|TOTIOINOT|C VIO TCt SIKALGUATA TV YUVAIKGY KOL TGV AVIALKGY;

Anavtnon e 'Yrnatng Eknposemnou/Avtmpoédpouv Ashton €€ ovopatog ¢ Emtponic
(12 Nogufpiov 2013)

Ta dikaopaTa TOV yuvakey kat tov nadiev anotelouv mpotepatdtytes otov diihoyo g EE pe to Iakiotav yia ta
daropata tou avdponou. H EE deopevetar mhjpag dcov agopd v katanoléuner) tou mpofAipatos g oefoualikng
KAKOTOINONG YUVAIKGV Kal Tatdlv OTG EWTEPIKES TG OYEOEIS Kar evDappUVeL TV makloTavikn kufepvinon va Aafel
EMELYOVTAG PETPA VIO TV AGPANELQL KOL TV TPOCTAGLA TOV SIKAOHATOY Kat Twv dUo.

H 9¢on g EE eivar va ouvepyaotel pe to [akiotav oe Oha ta enineda, petaty aMov yia ) fetioon e evatodntonoinong
KL TNG TPOOTAOLAG TGV SIKAOUATOV TOU avDpOMOU, TV EVIGYUOT] THS KOVOVIAS TV TOALTGV, Tr 0TPLEN TPOYPARRATOV TOU
ouvdEovtal e v ekmaideuon kai TV 1wopporia HeTabl Twv SU0 QUAGY Kat TPOYPARHATOV Yia TO KPATOG dikaiou, kaddg kat
™ ompifn g mpocPacns ot dikatooLvn yia TG evalwtes opddeg. Eidikotepa, 1 EE unootnpiler eni tou mapodvrog
OUYKeKpIEVEG SPAOELS [1E0W TNG EUpLNAikNG TpwTOfouNiag yia T dnpokpatia kat ta dikatwpata tou avdponou (EMAAA),
onola emOIOKEL TV AVTLETOMION CUYKEKPIPEVOV TTUXGY TNG KATAOTAONG TOU emkpatel oto [lakiotdv 6cov agopd ta
dkatopata Tou avdpamnou, cupnepthapfavopévig g Piag Katd yuvaikGv kat madiev, Kat unoaTpilel TV KOwwvia Twv
TIOMTOV 0€ dPAGEIS EUALGUNTOTOINONG KAl EVIJHEPWTIKEG EKOTPATELEC.

To TMakiotav €xer unoypayer | Siedvr) oUpfaon yia v eEahetyn OAwV TOV HOPPOV SLKPICEWY KATA TGV YUVOIKGV
(CEDAW), kar  ovpfaon yia ta dikadpata tou madiov (CRC). Ta oupnepaocpata tou Zupfouliou Efwtepikav
Yrnod¢oewv tou Maptiou 2013 unoypappilouv ta oyédia e EE va apyioer apéowg va ouvepyaletar pe v veoekheyeioa
kufépvnon tou Iakiotav yia {nuijpata mpotepardtiag, oupmepapfavopévoy tov dikaiwpdtev tou avdpomouv. H
epappoyn s CEDAW kat CRC, kadog kat dA\wv oupfacewy Ja eEetaotouv oto mhaioto tou ev Aoy dtahdyou.
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Question for written answer E-010927/13
to the Commission
Maria Eleni Koppa (S&D)
(26 September 2013)

Subject: Rapes of women and minors in Pakistan

The recent gang rape of a five-year old girl in the Punjab province of Pakistan on 14 September 2013 has brought this
horrific issue back under the spotlight. The incident provoked mass demonstrations across Pakistan, demanding
mainly that the justice system be improved for rape victims.

According to the Human Rights Commission of Pakistan, almost 450 rapes of minors were formally reported in the
Punjab province in 2012 alone. According to the authorities, however, the real number is much higher, as the
majority of victims do not report the rapes.

In spite of legal reforms in 2006 addressing the judicial handling of rape cases and the transfer of trials of such cases
to criminal courts, the burden of proof still falls on the victim. In combination with the obvious inability of the police
to handle the relevant investigations, and the notorious slowness of the Pakistani justice system, as well as the fear of
seeking justice felt by many victims due to honour killings (of which there were more than 900 in 2012), the
conviction rate for rape cases amounts to just 3-4%.

In spite of the mobilisation of the population and the efforts of the authorities, the problem is increasing.

In accordance with the strategy Paper on Pakistan, and in the spirit of the five-year engagement programme, the EU is
calling on the Pakistani Government to proceed with judicial reform in order to facilitate access to justice for women
and minors, and to cooperate with national institutions for the promotion of human rights.

Within this framework, will the Commission say whether it aims to press the case for legislative reform on this matter
more urgently in negotiations with the newly-elected Pakistani Government and whether it intends, within the
framework of strategic cooperation, to strengthen civil society and to promote information and awareness-raising
campaigns focusing on the rights of women and minors?

Answer given by High Representative/Vice-President Ashton on behalf of the Commission
(12 November 2013)

The rights of women and children are priorities in the EU’s human rights dialogue with Pakistan. The EU is fully
committed to combating the problem of sexual abuse of women and children in its external relations and encourages
the Government of Pakistan to take urgent measures to ensure the physical security and protect the rights of both.

The EU’s position is to engage with Pakistan across the board, including through improving awareness and protection
of human rights, strengthening civil society organisations, supporting programmes related to education and gender
balance, and programmes on the rule of law as well as support for access to justice for vulnerable groups. More
specifically, the EU currently supports specific actions through the European initiative for democracy and human
rights (EIDHR) which seek to address specific aspects of Pakistan’s human rights performance, including violence
against women and children, and supporting civil society in awareness raising and information campaigns.

Pakistan is a signatory to the international Convention on the Elimination of all forms of Discrimination against
Women (CEDAW), and the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC). The March 2013 Foreign Affairs Council
conclusions underline EU plans to engage promptly with the newly elected Pakistani government on priority issues
including human rights. The implementation of the CEDAW and CRC as well as other conventions will be addressed
in the course of that dialogue.



C 20868 Dziennik Urzedowy Unii Europejskiej 3.7.2014

(English version)

Question for written answer E-010928/13
to the Commission
Diane Dodds (NI)
(26 September 2013)

Subject: Criteria for allocating new EU rural development funding

Can the Commission detail the criterion that will be used to distribute rural development funding to each Member
State and outline the mechanisms that will be employed to make this process objective?

In addition, can the Commission outline in detail the specific objective criterion and indicators of past performance
that will be used to allocate rural development funding for the 2014-2020 period to the following Member States:
Austria, France, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, Malta, Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia, Portugal, Cyprus, Spain, Belgium,
Slovenia, Finland and the United Kingdom?

Answer given by Mr Ciolos on behalf of the Commission
(8 November 2013)

An overall political agreement on the CAP reform was reached among the European Parliament, the Council and the
Commission in the trilogue meeting on 24 September 2013.

As part of this overall agreement, it was decided to set out the allocation among Member States of the Union support
for rural development in an annex to the new Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on support
for rural development by the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development. The figures in that annex reflect the
Member States” envelopes seen and agreed by the Heads of State and Government during the European Council of 7-
8 February 2013.

Therefore, with the CAP reform agreement, Article 64(4) of the draft basic act on rural development does not include
a reference to objective criteria and past performance, as initially proposed by the Commission.
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Question for written answer E-010929/13
to the Commission
Diane Dodds (NI)
(26 September 2013)

Subject: Dimensional mapping systems

What plans, if any, does the Commission have under the new Common Agriculture Policy (CAP) to recognise the
need for three-dimensional mapping systems, which would make it possible to ascertain the actual size of a given
land parcel?

Answer given by Mr Ciolos on behalf of the Commission
(5 November 2013)

The Commission does not have any plans under the new Common Agriculture Policy (CAP) to recognise the need for
three dimensional mapping systems. GIS-techniques used in the context of the CAP implementation sufficiently
tackle the projection of a three-dimensional reality into a two-dimensional mapping through the process of ortho-
rectification.
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Question for written answer E-010930/13
to the Commission
Diane Dodds (NI)
(26 September 2013)

Subject: Tackling sexual crimes against women in Asia

Almost one quarter of men surveyed in a UN report looking at violence against women in parts of Asia have admitted
to committing at least one rape. In Papua New Guinea, more than 6 out of 10 men surveyed admitted to forcing a
woman to have sex.

Is the Commission aware of this report? What measures can be taken by the EU to bring about a reduction in the
incidence of this terrible crime?

Answer given by High Representative/Vice-President Ashton on behalf of the Commission
(19 November 2013)

The EU is aware of the UN survey's appalling conclusions. It is clear that violence against women cannot be justified
whatsoever. The EU is aware that Papua New Guinea faces serious problems with regard to violence against women,
including rape, domestic violence, and violence based on sorcery. These dramatic problems need to be tackled
urgently and combatting violence against women is among the top priorities of the EU in Papua New Guinea and in
the whole region. On their side, the Pacific leaders committed to intensify their efforts to eradicate Sexual and Gender
Based Violence as it is underlined in their communiqué issued at the Summit of the Pacific Islands Forum in 2011.

The EU has urged the authorities of Papua New Guinea to combat these abuses and take action in terms of
education/awareness raising, legislative and policy initiatives. Recently, the parliament of Papua New Guinea passed
legislation making any form of domestic violence an offence. This can be considered as a serious progress.

The EU contributes in various ways to combatting violence against women in Papua New Guinea. Under the EIDHR’s
10% preparations allocation, the EU is co-sponsoring the conference ‘A Comprehensive Response to Family and
Sexual Violence in Papua New Guinea’ with Médecins Sans Frontieres (MSF) on 21 and 22 November 2013. The aim
of this conference is the adoption and implementation of a comprehensive response to family and sexual violence,
which also addresses the victim’s immediate and long term needs. Besides, the second phase of the Rural Economic
Development Programme of the EU aims to support women’s empowerment in remote rural areas in order to
improve their protection against violence and abuse.
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Question for written answer E-010931/13
to the Commission
Diane Dodds (NI)
(26 September 2013)

Subject: EU Anti-Trafficking Day

It is estimated that there are approximately 880 000 victims of forced labour and sexual exploitation in the European
Union. In order to raise awareness of the prevalence of this horrific crime, can the Commission outline what plans it
has to mark the EU Anti-Trafficking Day on 18 October 2013?

Answer given by Ms Malmstrom on behalf of the Commission
(7 November 2013)

The Commission shares the concerns of the Honourable Member on the ILO estimates on forced labour. The
Commission welcomed the opportunity of the 7th EU Anti-Trafficking Day on 18 October 2013 to raise awareness
on this priority area for the EU.

To mark the 7th EU Anti-Trafficking Day, the Commission organised in Brussels a screening of the film ‘Not my life’
by Robert Bilheimer, a documentary depicting the horrifying and dangerous practices of trafficking in human beings
on a global scale, filmed on five continents over a period of four years. The Member of the Commission responsible
for Home Affairs, Belgian Interior Minister Joélle Milquet and the film makers addressed the audience after the
screening.

The Commission also co-organised with the Lithuanian Council Presidency a conference in Vilnius on ‘Exploring the
Links between the Internet and Trafficking in Human Beings: Cyberspace for Prevention, not Recruitment’. Experts
from governments, law enforcement, national rapporteurs, civil society organisations and academics, as well as the
private sector met to explore and raise awareness on the links between the Internet and trafficking in human beings
and to improving cooperation between Member States, working together with different stakeholders in this context.



C208/72

Dziennik Urz¢dowy Unii Europejskiej

3.7.2014

(English version)

Question for written answer E-010932/13
to the Commission
Diane Dodds (NI)
(26 September 2013)

Subject: Privatised speed-detection systems in the EU

Can the Commission detail which Member States currently have in place privatised speed-detection systems for
motorists?

In addition, can the Commission confirm whether it has carried out an impact assessment of the effectiveness of this
method? If so, can it provide the results of this analysis?

Answer given by Mr Kallas on behalf of the Commission
(31 October 2013)

The Commission does not have information on which, and to what extent, Member States use the services of private
companies to manage speed-detection devices.

The Commission has not performed an impact assessment for the use of speed-detection devices.
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Question for written answer E-010933/13
to the Commission
Diane Dodds (NI)
(26 September 2013)

Subject: Transfrontier shipment of waste across the EU

European Regulation (EC) No 1013/2006 sets out the required procedures and protocols for the shipment of waste
across the EU.

In this context, can the Commission clarify the notification process for transporting amber-listed waste, such as
mixed dry recyclables, between Member States? In doing so, can the Commission detail the level of flexibility that
each Member State affords between the notified date of shipment and the actual date of shipment?

Answer given by Mr Poto¢nik on behalf of the Commission
(7 November 2013)

The shipment within the EU of mixtures of wastes that are not listed in Annex IIIA to Regulation (EC) No 1013/2013
on shipments of waste (') is subject to the procedure of prior written notification and consent as laid down in
Article 4 of the regulation.

According to Article 9(6) of the regulation, all shipments must take place within the validity period of the written or
tacit consents of all competent authorities concerned. This period is shown in the notification document (Annex [A)
and normally does not exceed the period of one year. According to the regulation, the actual date of a shipment,
which is the date when a shipment actually begins and which is shown in block 6 of the movement document
(Annex IB), shall be within the validity period of the granted consent(s). In this regard, the regulation does not provide
room for flexibility.

() OJL190,12.7.2006.
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Question for written answer E-010934/13
to the Commission
Diane Dodds (NI)
(26 September 2013)

Subject: Action on persecution of Christians in Syria

Syrian rebels led by al-Qaeda-linked fighters recently seized control of a predominantly Christian village north-east of
Damascus, sweeping into a mountainside sanctuary amid heavy fighting overnight and forcing hundreds of residents
to flee.

This battle, which took place in Maaloula, an ancient village that is home to two of the oldest surviving monasteries in
Syria, has thrown a spotlight on the deep-seated fears harboured by many of Syria’s religious minorities over the
growing role of Islamic extremists on the side of the rebels in the civil war against President Bashar Assad’s regime. In
the light of reports that militants are forcing some Christian residents to convert to Islam, what action is the
Commission taking in relation to this situation?

Answer given by High Representative/Vice-President Ashton on behalf of the Commission
(26 November 2013)

The EU remains deeply concerned about the increasingly deteriorating situation and militarisation of the conflict in
Syria as well as its spill over effects within the region. In this regard, the EU has reiterated the urgent need for a
political solution of the conflict and welcomed the call of UN Secretary Genral Ban Ki-Moon for a peace conference in
Geneva before the end of November 2013. It urges all sides to the conflict to respond positively to this call and to
adhere publicly to a credible political transition based on the full implementation of the Geneva communiqué of
30.6.2012. Only a political solution that results in a united, inclusive and democratic Syria can end the terrible
bloodshed and grave violations of human rights.

The issue of the respect and protection of minorities in Syria is another subject of major concern. The EU has stated
on many occasions the need for all parties in the conflict to respect the rights of religious and ethnic minorities. The
recent events in the town of Maaloula are of particular concern for the symbolic dimension of this town for the
Christian community in Syria.

The EU has also condemned the continuing widespread and systematic violations of international humanitarian law
and human rights in Syria, including increasing attacks on religious and ethnic communities. These crimes must be
investigated, and perpetrators and those ordering these crimes must be held accountable. The EU reaffirms that there
should be no impunity for any such violations and recalls that either the International Criminal (ICC) Prosecutor
could initiate an investigation on the basis of Article 15 of the Rome Statute or the UN Security Council could refer
the situation in Syria to the ICC at any time.
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Question for written answer E-010935/13
to the Commission
Diane Dodds (NI)
(26 September 2013)

Subject: EU research on violence against women

For the first time, a new UN study on men and violence includes data, across a number of countries, from men
themselves telling us why some men use violence against women and how this can be prevented. What similar
research, if any, has been carried out by the Commission in this area?

Answer given by Mrs Reding on behalf of the Commission
(20 November 2013)

The Commission would like to draw the attention of the Honourable Member to a report finalised in 2012 for the
Commission, ‘The Role of Men in Gender Equality — European Strategies and Insights’ ('), which examines in one of
its chapters the role of men in gender-based violence. It provides available data, explores men’s attitudes towards
women and explains why men may commit violence against women. It offers recommendations that include
promoting non-violent masculinities, encouraging the development and improvement of programmes to rehabilitate
perpetrators of violence against women, raising public awareness and improving research.

The Commission has also funded several projects through the Daphne programme that engage men in violence
prevention.

The European Institute for Gender Equality commissioned a study on the role of men in gender equality in 2011 (%)
and an online discussion on Men and Gender Equality (*). In the first quarter of 2014, the Fundamental Rights Agency
will publish its survey of women’s experiences of violence (*) containing comparable figures on violence against
women in the 28 Member States that can also provide further information about violent men’s attitudes towards
women in the EU.

http:/[ec.europa.eu/justice/gender-equality/files/gender_pay_gap/130424_final_report_role_of_men_en.pdf

See http:|[eige.europa.eu/content/document/the-involvement-of-men-in-gender-equality-initiatives-in-the-european-union

See http:|[eurogender.eige.europa.eu

‘) Information on the ongoing FRA survey can be found at: http://fra.europa.eu/en/project/2012/fra-survey-womens-well-being-and-safety-europe
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Question for written answer E-010936/13
to the Commission
Diane Dodds (NI)
(26 September 2013)

Subject: Tackling domestic violence against men

Statistics continue to show that domestic abuse of men is increasing in the UK. Recent figures from the Crown
Prosecution Service (CPS) show that almost 4 000 women were prosecuted successfully in the past year, compared
with 1 500 women in 2005, which equates to an increase of 169%.

In this context, what mechanisms have been put in place at EU level to raise awareness of domestic violence against
men, and to tackle the stigma surrounding this crime?

Answer given by Mrs Reding on behalf of the Commission
(20 November 2013)

The Commission is committed to a strong policy response to combat all forms of gender-based violence, including
domestic violence, that disproportionately affect women. However, gender-based violence can also affect men. The
Commission refers the Honourable Member to the recent studies commissioned by the Commission (') and the
European Institute for Gender Equality () mentioned in its answers to Question E-010935/2013 as they also cover
men’s own perspectives, realities and needs in order to achieve gender equality.

Moreover, the exchanges of good practices organised by the Commission in February 2012 and April 2013 to discuss
Members States’ experiences related to, on the one hand, awareness-raising campaigns on gender-based violence and,
on the other hand, support services for victims and treatment programmes for perpetrators of gender-based violence,
gave the opportunity to discuss initiatives targeting women'’s violence against men (*).

()  Report on ‘The Role of Men in Gender Equality — European Strategies and Insights’
http:/[ec.europa.eu/justice/gender-equality/files/gender_pay_gap/130424_final_report_role_of_men_en.pdf

See http:|[eige.europa.eu/content/document/the-involvement-of-men-in-gender-equality-initiatives-in-the-european-union
http:/[ec.europa.eu/justice/gender-equality/other-institutions/good-practices/review-seminars/seminars_2012 [violence_en.htm and
http://ec.europa.eu/justice/gender-equality/other-institutions/good-practices/review-seminars/seminars_2013 [vaw_en.htm
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Question for written answer E-010938/13
to the Commission
Diane Dodds (NI)
(26 September 2013)

Subject: Rise in wholesale gas prices

Several energy providers have confirmed recently that gas prices are set to rise by up to 15% for customers living in
certain parts of my constituency (Northern Ireland, UK). The rise, it is claimed, comes after the extreme weather
experienced in spring 2013, which saw the coldest March in many decades, and which has depleted the UK’s gas
reserves.

In this context, can the Commission give an assessment of wholesale gas prices across the EU, and detail whether the
latest rise in Northern Ireland is consistent with a European-wide trend of increased demand in the past six to eight
months?

Answer given by Mr Oettinger on behalf of the Commission
(21 November 2013)

The Commission publishes quarterly reports on European gas and electricity markets, including analysis of wholesale
and retail prices (*). Across the EU significant price differentials persist at wholesale and retail levels. Countries with
diverse portfolios of gas suppliers and supply routes, sufficient infrastructure connections and developed gas markets,
tend to have lower wholesale gas prices. At retail level taxation is an important component.

Northern Ireland gas suppliers sell to consumers by purchasing gas from producers or wholesalers at prices set with
reference to the UK trading hub, the National Balancing Point (NBP). Traditionally NBP is among the lowest priced
hubs in the EU and our estimates show that the UK benefits from competitive prices for Norwegian imports.

The cold snap in March 2013 led to a significant increase in demand for gas putting pressure on gas supplies in the
UK. Demand in March was higher than average winter days’ demand and 40% higher than the seasonal average.

Twice per year Member States report retail prices by consumer category for electricity and gas to Eurostat (*). Average
retail gas prices in the first half of 2013 for the EU were 4.14 cEUR/kWh for industrial consumers (ex. VAT) and 6.58
cEUR/kWh for households (incl. all taxes) (*). At 3.5 cEUR/kWh (ex. VAT) industrial retail gas prices in the UK were
below the EU average. At 5.31 cEUR/kWh for households (incl. all taxes) household retail prices in the UK were below
EU average. Household retail prices in the EU and in the UK went down in comparison to the second half of 2012; in
contrast industrial retail prices for gas went up both on average in the EU and in the UK.

() See http:/[ec.europa.eufenergy/observatory/gas/gas_en.htm with maps of wholesale and retail prices. Further to this, the Commission will present
an analysis of the composition and drivers of energy prices and costs in Member States,, in the context of the discussion scheduled for the
February 2014 European Council on industrial competitiveness and policy.

()  See http:/[epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal[page/portal/energy/data/database.Note that no price data are published for Northern Ireland
specifically, hence we use the retail price data as reported by the UK.

()  EU prices experienced an average increase of +6.9% for industry and +9.6% for households from the second half of 2011 to the second half of
2012. However, on average EU household prices declined -7.2% in the first half of 2013. Source: Eurostat — medium-sized consumers
(consumption bands D2 and I3, see Eurostat for details on consumption bands).
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Question for written answer E-010939/13
to the Commission
Diane Dodds (NI)
(26 September 2013)

Subject: Deadly attacks in Kenya and Pakistan

Last week’s double suicide bombing at a church in Peshawar by militants linked to the Taliban is estimated to be the
deadliest-ever attack on Christians in Pakistan. The brutal attack by members of the Somali al-Shabab movement at
the Westgate Shopping Centre in Nairobi, Kenya, has also highlighted the prevalence of Islamic extremism in parts of
Africa.

In this context, what action has the Commission taken to assist the authorities in Kenya and Pakistan in the light of
the latest round of attacks? Moreover, what strategy, if any, is in place at EU level to combat the threat posed by
Islamic extremism both to EU citizens and to Christians throughout the world?

Answer given by High Representative/Vice-President Ashton on behalf of the Commission
(21 November 2013)

The HR/VP issued statements condemning the two attacks, called for the perpetrators to be brought to justice, and
offered condolences to the bereaved families.

The EU is continuing to support Pakistan in its efforts to tackle the threat from terrorism. In June 2013, the Foreign
Affairs Council noted with concern the continuing terrorist attacks in Pakistan, and reiterated the EU’s unequivocal
commitment to working with Pakistan to address the shared threat from terrorism both inside and outside its
borders, including bringing perpetrators to justice.

The EU is also supporting efforts to tackle the threat of terrorism in the Horn of Africa (including Kenya) and Yemen.
In January 2013, the Foreign Affairs Council endorsed a Counter-Terrorism (CT) Action Plan for the Horn of Africa
and Yemen, implementing the counter-terrorism strand of the EU Strategic Framework for the region from
November 2011. As part of the action plan, the EU has committed itself to helping build regional capacities to tackle
the threat of terrorism, supporting regional law enforcement cooperation, and countering violent extremism.

CT work is framed by the EU CT Strategy, adopted in 2005. A central element of that strategy is to prevent people
turning to terrorism by tackling the factors or root causes which can lead to radicalisation and recruitment, in Europe
and internationally.
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Question for written answer E-010940/13
to the Commission
Diane Dodds (NI)
(26 September 2013)

Subject: Support for older motorists

The Royal Automobile Club (RAC) Foundation for Motoring recently confirmed that over four million people aged
over 70 in the United Kingdom hold full UK driving licenses. The research stated that while licence holders over
70 years of age have to submit a declaration every three years saying that they are fit to drive, the constituent group in
fact has a very positive safety record on our roads.

In this context, can the Commission detail what efforts are being made at EU level to ensure that older people across
Europe have the confidence to use our roads so that they can continue to participate in society?

Answer given by Mr Kallas on behalf of the Commission
(5 November 2013)

The Commission considers that the safe mobility of elderly people, including elderly drivers deserves particular
attention and specific measures due to the ageing of the European population.

Following the entry into force of the third driving license directive (Directive 2006/126/EC ('), Member States may
require an examination applying the minimum standards of physical and mental fitness to drive when renewing the
driving license.

Technology is another area where progress is expected to help elderly drivers. Driver assistance systems are now
being developed and some of them are already commercially available in certain vehicles. These systems can help
elderly drivers to compensate for the functional limitations due to age. The Commission intends to promote the
deployment of those technologies that improve safety.

The Commission has financed actions related to elderly road users, including elderly drivers, like for example the
projects GOAL (%), SAMERU (*) and CONSOL (*). They are aimed at improving knowledge, disseminate best practices
and make recommendations concerning the mobility of elderly people. Moreover, the Commission intends to
provide funding for research on this topic under the Horizon 2020 framework programme.

The Commission will also encourage Member States to take the mobility of elderly people into account in the
framework of its upcoming package on urban mobility.

OJL403,30.12.2006.
http://www.goal-project.eu/index.html
http://www.southend.gov.uk/SaMERU
‘) http:/[consolproject.eu/



C 20880 Dziennik Urzedowy Unii Europejskiej 3.7.2014

(English version)

Question for written answer E-010941/13
to the Commission
Diane Dodds (NI)
(26 September 2013)

Subject: Timeline for EU legislation on legal highs

On 17 September 2013, the Commission announced plans to strengthen EU legislation tackling harmful legal highs.
The proposals would allow for the immediate removal of harmful substances on a temporary basis, as well as
reducing the time taken to ban a legal high from the market completely from 24 months to 10 months.

In this context, can the Commission detail whether an impact assessment has been, or will be, carried out in relation
to these proposals, and outline the timeline it envisages for progressing this piece of legislation?

Answer given by Mrs Reding on behalf of the Commission
(11 November 2013)

The Impact Assessment accompanying the Commission’s legislative proposals on new psychoactive substances ()
was published at the same time as the adoption of the proposals, on 17 September 2013. The Impact Assessment is
available on the Europa website ().

The two legislative proposals will need to be adopted by the European Parliament and by the Council of the European
Union, in co-decision, in order to become law. The Council started the examination of the proposals in
October 2013. There is no precise timeline for the adoption of the proposals by the European Parliament and by
Council.

() Proposal for a regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on new psychoactive substances (COM(2013)619) and Proposal for a
directive of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Council Framework Decision 2004/757JHA of 25 October 2004 laying down
minimum provisions on the constituent elements of criminal acts and penalties in the field of illicit drug trafficking, as regards the definition of
drug (COM(2013)618).

() http:[/ec.europa.eu/governancefimpact/ia_carried_out/cia_2013_en.htm#just
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Vraag met verzoek om schriftelijk antwoord E-010943/13
aan de Commissie
Corien Wortmann-Kool (PPE)
(26 september 2013)

Betreft: Wijzigingen aan de methodologie om de structurele tekorten van de lidstaten te berekenen

Op 19 september 2013 hebben de Wall Street Journal en verschillende andere nieuwsbronnen gemeld dat EU-
ambtenaren van de werkgroep Output Gaps van de Commissie bij wijze van proef een wijziging hebben goedgekeurd
aan de methodologie om de structurele tekorten van de lidstaten te berekenen. (') In de Wall Street Journal werd
eveneens gemeld dat de nieuwe methodologie naar verwachting een zeer grote invloed zal hebben op de tekorten van
sommige lidstaten, bijvoorbeeld het geschatte structurele tekort van Spanje voor dit jaar zou worden gehalveerd en
dat voor 2014 zou met twee derden worden verminderd.

1. Isde Commissie op de hoogte van dit artikel in de Wall Street Journal?

2. Isde Commissie het ermee eens dat technische wijzigingen met een potentieel aanzienlijke impact aan de
methodologieén die de basis vormen voor het stabiliteits- en groeipact (SGP) niet alleen de betrokkenheid van
ambtenaren van de lidstaten vereisen, maar ook van het Europees Parlement als medewetgever van het herziene SGP
(,sixpack”)? Zo nee, waarom niet?

3. Isde Commissie het ermee eens dat technische wijzigingen op deze schaal een risico vormen voor de
geloofwaardigheid van het herziene SGP?

4. Kan de Commissie verduidelijken waarom de huidige methodologie wordt herzien?

5. Kan de Commissie details openbaar maken van de geschatte impact van de herziene methodologie voor de
huidige output gaps en tekorten van alle lidstaten?

6. Kan de Commissie de verwachte impact verduideliken van de herziene methodologie voor de
beleidsaanbevelingen die verschillende lidstaten in het kader van de procedure bij buitensporige tekorten hebben
ontvangen?

Antwoord van de heer Rehn namens de Commissie
(20 november 2013)

Er zijn tot dusver geen wijzigingen ,bij wijze van proef goedgekeurd” van de methode voor de berekening van de
structurele tekorten van de lidstaten — de bestaande methodologie is niet gewijzigd.

De diensten van de Commissie en de comités van de Raad verrichten regelmatig technische werkzaamheden ter
ondersteuning van de SGP-evaluatiemethode. Wijzigingen van de bestaande methoden worden overwogen om
ervoor te zorgen dat de uitvoering van het SGP de structurele en conjuncturele economische situatie in de lidstaten
accuraat weerspiegelt, en om een doeltreffend toezicht op de uitvoering te bevorderen. Gewoonlijk gaat dit gepaard
met bestudering van recente economische literatuur over betrokken kwesties, simulatie- en gevoeligheidsanalyses en
andere technische werkzaamheden die ervoor moeten zorgen dat de goedgekeurde wijzigingen effectief leiden tot een
correctere weergave van de conjunctuur in de lidstaten. Eén voorbeeld waar de huidige methode kan worden
verbeterd, betreft de procycliciteit ervan waar het gaat om de meting van de structurele werkloosheid in de lidstaten.

Hoewel ook de comités van de Raad bij de technische werkzaamheden worden betrokken, is alleen de Europese
Commissie verantwoordelijk voor het up-to-date en accuraat houden van de SGP-beoordelingsmethodologie. Deze
technische werkzaamheden doen absoluut geen afbreuk aan de rol van het Europees Parlement en de Raad als
medewetgevers inzake het economische governance.

() ,Austerity Seen Easing With Change to EU Budget Policy”, Wall Street Journal, 19 september 2013.
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Question for written answer E-010943/13
to the Commission
Corien Wortmann-Kool (PPE)
(26 September 2013)

Subject: Changes to the methodology for calculating Member States’ structural deficits

On 19 September 2013, the Wall Street Journal and several other news sources reported that EU officials in the
Commission’s Output Gaps Working Group had tentatively approved a change in the methodology used to calculate
Member States’ structural deficits (*). The Wall Street Journal also reported that the new methodology was expected to
have a very substantial impact on the deficits of some Member States, for example halving Spain’s estimated structural
deficit for this year and cutting it by two thirds in 2014.

1. Isthe Commission aware of the Wall Street Journal article?

2. Does the Commission agree that technical changes to the methodologies underpinning the Stability and
Growth Pact (SGP) which could have a significant impact require the full involvement not only of Member State
officials, but also of the European Parliament in its capacity as co-legislator of the revised SGP ('six-pack’)? If not, why
not?

3. Does the Commission agree that technical changes on this scale are a risk to the credibility of the revised SGP?
4. Can the Commission clarify the reasons for the revision of the current methodology?

5. Can the Commission publish details of the estimated impact of the revised methodology on the current output
gaps and deficits of all Member States?

6.  Can the Commission clarify the expected impact of the revised methodology on the policy recommendations
that various Member States have received under the Excessive Deficit Procedure?

Answer given by Mr Rehn on behalf of the Commission
(20 November 2013)

To date, no changes were ‘tentatively approved’ to revise the methodology for calculating Member State’s structural
deficits — the existing methodology has not been changed.

Commission services and Council committees regularly carry out technical work that underpins the SGP assessment
methodology. Changes to existing methods are considered to ensure that implementation of the SGP accurately
reflects the structural and cyclical economic situation in the Member States, and to facilitate effective monitoring of
the implementation. Usually, this involves reviews of the recent economic literature on relevant issues, dry-runs and
sensitivity analyses and other technical work to ensure that the changes adopted would indeed result in a more
accurate reflection of the cyclical positions of Member States. One example where the current methodology could be
improved is the method’s pro-cyclicality, most notably with respect to how the method measures structural
unemployment rates in the Member States.

While the Council committees are associated with the technical work, the European Commission is solely responsible

to ensure that the SGP assessment methodology is up-to-date and robust. This technical work absolutely does not
undermine the role of the European Parliament and the Council as co-legislators on economic governance.

() ‘Austerity Seen Easing With Change to EU Budget Policy’, Wall Street Journal, 19 September 2013.
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Pregunta con solicitud de respuesta escrita E-010944/13
ala Comision (Vicepresidenta/Alta Representante)
Willy Meyer (GUE/NGL)

(26 de septiembre de 2013)

Asunto: VP[HR — Prospecciones petroliferas préximas a Canarias autorizadas por Marruecos en posibles aguas del
Sahara Occidental

Debido a las prospecciones petroliferas que la empresa espafiola REPSOL estd realizando en aguas territoriales de las
Islas Canarias, se han comenzado a realizar prospecciones petroliferas también en las vecinas aguas territoriales del
Reino de Marruecos.

Dichas prospecciones, autorizadas por el Gobierno marroqui, se producen en las cercanias de las aguas territoriales
pertenecientes al Sdhara Occidental. La orientacion tradicional del Reino de Marruecos de desoir a la comunidad
internacional y a las Naciones Unidas y de apropiarse ilegalmente del territorio del Sdhara Occidental, asi como de su
espacio maritimo, hace sospechar que exceda su soberania en caso de un yacimiento en aguas cercanas.

Dichas prospecciones, en caso de considerarse viables y de que comenzara la explotaciéon de los yacimientos,
supondrian una serie de riesgos ambientales para los ecosistemas maritimos de las Islas Canarias. Estos ecosistemas de
una gran importancia se encontrarfan gravemente amenazados, puesto que la legislacion ambiental marroqui, asi
como su aplicacion, no garantizan los mismos estdndares de seguridad que ofrece la legislacion europea.

;Conoce la Vicepresidenta/Alta Representante las citadas prospecciones realizadas en dicha zona?

¢(Puede asegurar que ninguna de las prospecciones petroliferas que se estdn realizando con la autorizacién de
Marruecos se encuentra el espacio maritimo del Sahara Occidental?

En caso de existir prospecciones en el espacio maritimo del Sdhara Occidental, ;qué medidas planteard para que
Marruecos detenga dichas prospecciones ilegales?

En caso de desarrollarse explotaciones en dicho espacio maritimo, ;qué medidas planteard para que Marruecos
detenga la explotacién de unos recursos naturales que no le pertenecen?

Pregunta con solicitud de respuesta escrita E-010945/13
ala Comisiéon
Willy Meyer (GUE/NGL)
(26 de septiembre de 2013)

Asunto: Prospecciones petroliferas proximas a Canarias autorizadas por Marruecos: aspectos ambientales

Debido a las prospecciones petroliferas que la empresa espafiola REPSOL estd realizando en aguas territoriales de las
Islas Canarias, se han comenzado a realizar prospecciones petroliferas también en las vecinas aguas territoriales del
Reino de Marruecos.

Dichas prospecciones, autorizadas por el Gobierno marroqui, se producen en las cercanias de las aguas territoriales
pertenecientes al Sdhara Occidental. La orientacion tradicional del Reino de Marruecos de desoir a la comunidad
internacional y las Naciones Unidas y de apropiarse ilegalmente del territorio del Sihara Occidental, asi como su
espacio maritimo, hace sospechar que exceda su soberania en caso de que se halle un yacimiento en aguas cercanas.

Dichas prospecciones, en caso de considerarse viables y de que comenzara la explotaciéon de los yacimientos,
conllevarian una serie de riesgos ambientales para los ecosistemas maritimos de las Islas Canarias. Estos ecosistemas
de una gran importancia se encontrarfan gravemente amenazados puesto que la legislacién ambiental marroqui, asf
como su implementacién, no garantiza los mismos niveles de seguridad que prevé la legislacién europea.

Ante lo expuesto, jestd al tanto la Comision de las citadas prospecciones realizadas en dicha zona?

¢Posee informacion la Comision sobre la ubicacién de dichas prospecciones por Marruecos, y puede afirmar que estas
no se extenderdn ilegalmente a aguas territoriales del Sdhara Occidental?
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;Posee elementos la Comisién como para afirmar que, en caso de iniciarse las explotaciones, la legislacién ambiental
de Marruecos en el dmbito petrolifero protegeria suficientemente al ecosistema marino, evitando que los riesgos
potenciales que acarrea dicha actividad se extendieran también a las Islas Canarias?

Respuesta conjunta de la alta representante y vicepresidenta Ashton en nombre de la Comisién
(20 de noviembre de 2013)

La UE estd al corriente de las actividades de prospeccion petrolifera mencionadas por Su Sefioria.
Segtin las Naciones Unidas, el Sdhara Occidental es un territorio no auténomo objeto de disputa administrado de facto

por Marruecos. La prospeccion de recursos minerales en el mar frente a las costas del Sahara Occidental no estd
prohibida como tal por la Carta de las Naciones Unidas (véase el documento $/2002/161 de 12 de febrero de 2002).
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Question for written answer E-010944/13
to the Commission (Vice-President/High Representative)
Willy Meyer (GUE/NGL)
(26 September 2013)

Subject: VP[HR — Oil exploration near the Canary Islands, authorised by Morocco, possibly encroaching on Western
Sahara waters

As a result of the oil exploration that the Spanish company REPSOL is conducting in territorial waters of the Canary
Islands, oil exploration has also begun in the adjacent territorial waters of the Kingdom of Morocco.

This exploration, authorised by the Moroccan Government, is occurring in the vicinity of the territorial waters of the
Western Sahara. The Kingdom of Morocco’s long-standing habit of turning a deaf ear to the international community
and the United Nations, and of illegally appropriating the territory and the maritime space of the Western Sahara,
leads to the suspicion that it would exceed the bounds of its sovereignty if an oilfield were discovered in nearby
waters.

This exploration, if it is deemed feasible and exploitation of the oilfields begins, would pose a series of environmental
risks to the maritime ecosystems of the Canary Islands. These very important ecosystems would be seriously
threatened, since Moroccan environmental legislation and its enforcement do not ensure the same safety standards
that EU legislation offers.

Is the Vice-President/High Representative aware of the abovementioned exploration being conducted in this area?

Can she confirm that none of the oil exploration that is being conducted with Morocco’s authorisation is occurring in
the maritime space of the Western Sahara?

If exploration is occurring in the maritime space of the Western Sahara, what measures will she put forward to force
Morocco to halt such illegal exploration?

If exploitation is occurring in this maritime space, what measures will she put forward to force Morocco to halt the
exploitation of natural resources that do not belong to it?

Question for written answer E-010945/13
to the Commission
Willy Meyer (GUE/NGL)
(26 September 2013)

Subject: Oil exploration near the Canary Islands authorised by Morocco: environmental aspects

As a result of the oil exploration that the Spanish company REPSOL is conducting in territorial waters of the Canary
Islands, oil exploration has also begun in the adjacent territorial waters of the Kingdom of Morocco.

This exploration, authorised by the Moroccan Government, is occurring in the vicinity of the territorial waters of the
Western Sahara. The Kingdom of Morocco’s long-standing habit of turning a deaf ear to the international community
and the United Nations, and of illegally appropriating the territory and the maritime space of the Western Sahara,
leads to the suspicion that it would exceed the bounds of its sovereignty if an oilfield were found in nearby waters.

This exploration, if it is deemed feasible and exploitation of the oilfields begins, would present a series of
environmental risks to the maritime ecosystems of the Canary Islands. These very important ecosystems would be
seriously threatened, since Moroccan environmental legislation and its implementation do not ensure the same levels
of safety provided for in EU legislation.

In view of this information, is the Commission keeping abreast of the abovementioned exploration being conducted
in this area?

Does the Commission have information about the location of this exploration by Morocco, and can it confirm that it
will not extend illegally into the territorial waters of the Western Sahara?
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Does the Commission have a basis to confirm that, if exploitation is begun, Morocco’s environmental legislation on
oil will sufficiently protect the marine ecosystem, preventing the potential risks that such exploitation entails from
threatening the Canary Islands as well?

Joint answer given by High Representative/Vice-President Ashton on behalf of the Commission
(20 November 2013)

The EU is aware of the oil exploration activities mentioned by the Honourable Member of the EP.
According to United Nations, the Western Sahara is a disputed Non-Self- Governing Territory under de facto

Moroccan administration. The exploration of mineral resources in areas offshore Western Sahara is not as such
forbidden by the UN Charter (see document $/2002/161 of February 12, 2002).
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Anfrage zur schriftlichen Beantwortung E-010946/13
an die Kommission
Angelika Werthmann (ALDE)
(26. September 2013)

Betrifft: Chinesische Investoren am europiischen Energiemarkt

1.  Wie bewertet die Kommission das Bestreben des grofiten chinesischen Energiekonzerns State Grid, offenbar
umfangreiche Investitionen auf dem deutschen Energiemarkt zu tatigen?

2. Welche Auswirkungen kann es nach Ansicht der Kommission auf Wirtschaft, Arbeitsplitze,
Versorgungssicherheit und in politischer Hinsicht haben, wenn beispielsweise die State Grid tatsichlich
Stromnetz-Betreiber in Deutschland wird und dieser Trend sich fortsetzt?

Antwort von Herrn Oettinger im Namen der Kommission
(19. November 2013)

Der Kommission ist bekannt, dass in jiingsten Presseartikeln von einem moglichen Interesse des chinesischen
Unternehmens ,State Grid of China“ an Investitionen in den deutschen Energiesektor die Rede ist, ihr liegen jedoch
keine Informationen iiber konkrete Investitionspline vor. Es sei daran erinnert, dass das Unternehmen ,State Grid of
China“ bereits einen Anteil von 25 % an dem portugiesischen Unternehmen REN-Redes Energéticas Nacionais SA
hilt. Auslindische Investitionen in den europdischen Energiesektor, auch in den Ubertragungs- und
Verteilungssektor, sind rechtlich méglich und werden begriifSt, sofern bestimmte Bedingungen eingehalten werden.
So sehen die EU-Rechtsvorschriften fiir den Energiebinnenmarkt vor, dass in Fillen, in denen ein Investor aus einem
Drittland die Kontrolle iiber ein Ubertragungsnetz oder einen Ubertragungsnetzbetreiber in der EU erwirbt, der
betreffende Mitgliedstaat in Zusammenarbeit mit der Kommission dafiir Sorge tragen muss, dass die
Energieversorgungssicherheit der EU nicht gefdhrdet wird.
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Question for written answer E-010946/13
to the Commission
Angelika Werthmann (ALDE)
(26 September 2013)

Subject: Chinese investors on the European energy market

1. What is the Commission’s view of the apparent attempt by the largest Chinese energy company State Grid to
make extensive investments on the German energy market?

2. Inits opinion, what impact might it have on commerce, jobs and the security of supply, and also politically, if,
for example, the State Grid actually became an electricity network operator in Germany and this trend continued?

Answer given by Mr Oettinger on behalf of the Commission
(19 November 2013)

The Commission noted that recent press articles mentioned a possible interest of the Chinese company ‘State Grid of
China’ to invest in the energy sector in Germany, but does not have information about specific investment plans. It is
recalled that ‘State Grid of China’ already owns a 25% stake in the Portuguese company REN-Redes Energéticas
Nacionais SA. Foreign investments in the European energy sector, including in the electricity transmission and
distribution sectors, are legally possible and welcome provided they respect certain conditions For instance, the EU
internal energy market legislation foresees that, where a third country investor acquires control over an electricity
transmission system or a transmission system operator in the EU, the Member State concerned in cooperation with
the Commission shall ensure that it will not put at risk security of energy supply to the EU.
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Anfrage zur schriftlichen Beantwortung E-010947/13
an die Kommission
Angelika Werthmann (ALDE)
(26. September 2013)

Betrifft: Handelsbeziechungen mit China

China kauft oder pachtet mehr und mehr Produktionsflichen in vielen verschiedenen Lindern der Erde, um den
eigenen Bedarf zu decken, zuletzt in Osteuropa. Wahrenddessen setzen sich EU-Abgeordnete weiter fiir faire
Handelsbeziehungen mit China ein.

1. Wie weit ist die Reform der Handelsbeziehungen zwischen der EU und China, wie sie in einer im Mai 2012
angenommenen Entschliefung gefordert wurde, mittlerweile fortgeschritten?

1.1. Welche konkreten Mafnahmen sind hinsichtlich der Verbesserung der Transparenz ergriffen worden?

1.2. Wie wurde oder wird der Stand auslindischer Unternehmen am chinesischen Markt bewertet, und wie kann er
verbessert werden?

1.3.  Auf welchen Ebenen und wie wurden die komplexen Tarifstrukturen in der Wirtschaft bis jetzt aufgearbeitet
und optimiert?

2. Wie wird die Europdische Union mit dem zunehmenden Konflikt zwischen der Sorge der Biirgerinnen und
Birger iiber den steigenden Einfluss der chinesischen Wirtschaft in Europa und den tiefgreifenden
Handelsbeziehungen zwischen beiden Partnern umgehen? Kann die Kommission konkrete Strategien benennen?

Antwort von Herrn De Gucht im Namen der Kommission
(25. November 2013)

Die EU hat sich zu offenen Handelsbeziehungen mit China verpflichtet. Die Strategie, den fairen Wettbewerb zu
unterstiitzen, aber gleichzeitig darauf zu beharren, dass China gemif international vereinbarten Regeln Handel treibt,
die Rechte an geistigem Eigentum (IPR) respektiert und seine Verpflichtungen gegeniiber der
Welthandelsorganisation (WTO) erfullt, ist das Leitprinzip der Handelspolitik der EU gegeniiber China.

In puncto Transparenz hat sich die Bilanz Chinas verbessert. Aber die EU dringt weiterhin darauf, dass China die
Interessentriger iiber alle Entwiirfe von Gesetzen und Regelungen mit Auswirkungen auf den Handel vor deren
Annahme unterrichtet und diesbeziiglich konsultiert. Diese Themen wurden zuletzt am 24. Oktober 2013 beim
Wirtschafts- und Handelsdialog auf hoher Ebene angeschnitten. Im Rahmen der WTO hat die EU China ebenfalls
aufgefordert, seinen Verpflichtungen zur Notifizierung von Subventionen nachzukommen.

Bei der Festlegung ihrer Handelspolitik konsultiert die Kommission alle beteiligten Akteure, darunter die in China
ttigen europdischen Unternehmen (').

Die Zolltarifstruktur Chinas steht im Einklang mit den Verpflichtungen, die das Land bei seinem Beitritt zur WTO
eingegangen ist. In Ermangelung eines multilateralen Handelsabkommens wiren etwaige Anderungen des Zolltarifs
das Ergebnis einseitiger Entscheidungen Chinas. Die EU kann sich zwar dafiir aussprechen, hat jedoch hier keine
Handhabe.

Mehr Wettbewerb mit China kann viele Herausforderungen mit sich bringen. Aber der Markt Chinas und die dortige
rasche Entwicklung der Volkswirtschaft bieten nach wie vor Chancen und erhebliches Potenzial fiir eine weitere
Ausweitung des Handels und der Investitionstitigkeit. Die Entscheidung, wahrend des Gipfeltreffens zwischen der EU
und China im November 2013 Verhandlungen iiber ein bilaterales Investitionsabkommen einzuleiten, ist eine
wichtige Initiative zur Forderung bilateraler Investitionen durch Transparenz, Rechtssicherheit und Marktzugang fiir
Investoren beider Seiten. Dies beinhaltet auch die Botschaft, dass eine stirkere Beteiligung und gegenseitige Offnung
im Interesse beider Seiten liegt.

()  www.europeanchamber.com.cn



€208/ 90 Dziennik Urzedowy Unii Europejskiej 3.7.2014

(English version)

Question for written answer E-010947/13
to the Commission
Angelika Werthmann (ALDE)
(26 September 2013)

Subject: Trade relations with China

China is buying and leasing more and more production facilities in a number of different countries, most recently in
Eastern Europe, in order to meet its own demand. In the meanwhile, MEPs remain committed to establishing fair
trade relations with China.

1. What progress has been made on reforming trade relations between the EU and China, as called for in a
resolution adopted in May 2012?

1.1.  What specific measures have been taken to increase transparency?

1.2. What was or is the assessment of the position of foreign companies on the Chinese market and how can it be
improved?

1.3.  On what levels and in what ways have the complex tariff structures in the economy been revised and optimised
to date?

2. How will the European Union handle the growing conflict between the citizens’ concern about the increasing
influence of the Chinese economy in Europe and the far-reaching trade relations between the two partners? Can the
Commission point to any specific strategies in this area?

Answer given by Mr De Gucht on behalf of the Commission
(25 November 2013)

The EU is committed to open trade relations with China. This strategy of supporting fair competition while being firm
that China trades in accordance with internationally agreed rules, respects Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) and meets
its World Trade Organisation (WTO) obligations has been the guiding principle of the EU’s trade policy with China.

China’s track record on transparency is improving. But the EU continues to urge China to notify and consult
stakeholders on all drafts laws and regulations that have an impact on trade before their adoption. Most recently,
these issues were raised at the High Level Economic and Trade Dialogue on 24 October 201 3. In the WTO the EU has
also urged China to comply with its subsidy notification commitments.

In setting out trade policy the Commission consults all stakeholders involved, including European business present in
China ().

China’s tariff structure is in accordance with the commitments it undertook upon accession to the WTO. In the
absence of a multilateral trade agreement, any tariffs changes would be the result of unilateral decisions by China.
Whilst the EU can encourage this, it has no leverage.

Increased competition with China may pose many challenges. But China’s market and rapid development continues
to offer opportunities, with significant potential for further expanding trade and investment. The decision to launch
negotiations on a bilateral investment agreement during the EU-China Summit in November 2013 is an important
initiative that aims to promote bilateral investment by providing transparency, legal certainty, and market access to
investors from both sides. It will also send a message that closer engagement and reciprocal opening is in the best
interest for both sides.

()  www.europeanchamber.com.cn
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(EAAnvixn) €xbooty)

Epdrtnon pe aitnpa ypartic andvinong E-010948/13
npog v Enrtpor)
Nikolaos Chountis (GUE/NGL)
(26 Zemrtepfpiov 2013)

Oépa: Atafoulevon Eupwnaikng Entponrg kar EANaSag yia tig vavtihakés etaipeieg

Tupgova pe mnpogopieg unapyet aNnhoypagia petaty me Tevikng Atetduvong Avtayeviopou g Euponaikrg Enttponrig
Kkat TV ENAVIKOV apyGv OXETIKA JE TO QOPONOYIKO KAJEOTAG TV VAUTINAKGV ETALPELOV Tou £dpevouv otrv EXAAda.

Epotaror 1) Emrtpor):

1. Awkaya ¢pevveg n Eupomaikn Emtponn kai, av vai, moto eivar To avtikeipevd toug; Ymapyouv «evdeieigr yia
TIPOVOLLLOKT] HETAYELPLOT] TWY VAUTIALAK®OV ETalpeldv mou dpactnplomototvtar oty ENAGda;

2. Tlow &ivar n mopeia Twv epeuvav mou tuxov dietayet n Emttponn yia to gopoloyikd kadeotds Tev vauTIALaKGY
etaipetwv oty ENvada;

Anavtion tou k. Almunia €€ ovopatog g Enttponi)g
(22 Nogyppiov 2013)

H Emitpon) éxer avialhaber alnhoypagia pie Tig ENAVIKEG apXEG OXETIKA [1E TOUG KAVOVEG POPONOYTONG TIOU e@appolovial
otig ENAVIKEG VAUTINOKEG ETOIPELES.

Qotoco, oto mapov otadio, dev éxel Aafel JEon 600V agopa T CURHOPPAOT] TGV &V AOY® QOPONOYIKGOV KAVOVOV HE TOUG
Kkavoveg e EE.
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Question for written answer E-010948/13
to the Commission
Nikolaos Chountis (GUE/NGL)
(26 September 2013)

Subject: Consultation between European Commission and Greece on shipping companies

I understand that correspondence has been exchanged between the European Commission Directorate General for
Competition and the Greek authorities concerning the tax status of shipping companies registered in Greece.

In view of the above, will the Commission say:

1. Is the European Commission conducting enquiries and, if so, what is their subject matter? Are there any ‘signs’
of preferential treatment for shipping companies trading in Greece?

2. What progress has been made in any enquiries being conducted by the Commission into the tax status of
shipping companies in Greece?

Answer given by Mr Almunia on behalf of the Commission
(22 November 2013)

The Commission has exchanged correspondence with the Greek authorities regarding the taxation rules applicable to
the Greek shipping companies.

Nevertheless, at this stage, no position has been taken regarding the compliance of these taxation rules with EU rules.
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(EAAnvixn) €xbooty)

Epdrtnon pe aitnpa ypartic andvinong E-010949/13
npog v Enrtpor)
Nikolaos Chountis (GUE/NGL)
(26 Zemrtepfpiov 2013)

O¢ua: Eviaiog Enontikdg Miyaviopog atnv Eupelevn

Tupgova pe avakoivwor e Euponaikie Emtpormc otig 12.9.2012 (Memo — Commission proposes a package for
banking supervision in the Eurozone) yia v TpaneCikr) ‘Evoon, o Eviaiog Enontikog Mnyaviopog «Ja kahimter OAeg Tig
tpaneleg (mepinou 6 000) e Lwvne tou Eupa. Tlapolo mou ot peyaleg ouotnpikeg tpamees fpiokovtar oty kapdid Tou
eupwMaAikoU emomTikoy mAaioiou, 1 Tpoo@atr epmepia Seiyvel OTL Ol OXETIKA [IKPOTEPEG TPAMELES UMOPOUV EMONG Va
anetAfjoouy T GTAVEPOTITA TOU XPTJHATOOKOVOIKOU OUOTIHATOG. QoTo00, Ayoug prjves apydtepa, o€ mapopola
avakotvwor) g 1 Evpenaikn Enrtporr} (10.7.2013, A Comprehensive EU Response to the Financial Crisis), SnAaver ot
m\éov o Eviatog Enontikog Mnyaviopog da avahafer doeg tpaneles £xouv evepyntikd ave twv 30 dig eup 1} anoteholv o
20% tou AEIT g X®0pag 6TV OTOia AVKOUV.

Me dedopéva ta tapanve, ahAd Kot TiG «TPOCYATEG ERTEIPIESH TIG XPIATOMOTOTIKNG Kpiong, epwratar i Emrtporr:

1. T notoug Aoyous aMhaée to €Upog 6 enomteiag nou Ya avaldfel n EKT péow tou Eviaiou Enontikol Mnyaviepou;
YrpEav diagevies and kpatn pel mou ekgpaotnkav oto Zupfoulio e EE; Av vai, and noieg xopeg;

2. Mnopeiva avagépet mota tpanelika Wpupata e Feppaviag ekatpotivrar and v enomtiki opnpéda e EKT;

3. Ot ékeyyot modTTAG TV oTOLKEIWY TOU evepyntikol (Asset Quality Review) mou Ja dievepyroer n EKT katd o
mpooexes drdotpa da agopolv Oheg Tig Tpameles g Eupwlavng, aveZaptnta ano to uéyedog toug; Ti npofhénetat
og mepimtwor mou o eeyxog g EKT deifer o pa tpanela eivar umo-kegahatonompévn;

Anavtion tou . Barnier &£ ovopatog e Emrponic
(28 Noepfipiov 2013)

O xavoviopog (EE) apid. 10242013 tou Supfouliov yia tv avideon edikav kadnkoviey oty EKT oxetika pe g
TIOMTIKEG TIOU AQOPOUV TV TPONITIKY) enomteia Twv motetikay Wpupdtev () avadéter oy EKT onpavuika enomtikd
KkadfKovta 000V apopl OAa Ta MOTeTIKA 1BpUpaTA TG VNG TOU eUpd Kat Tta cuppetéyovta kpatn peh. H EKT da eivar
Witépeg umebuvr yia TV APEOT) EMOMTELN TWY TPAMECOV HE MEPLOUOLAKA oTolyeld ave Twv 30 Sioekatoppupiov eupe 1
Tou avuimpoownevouv Touldyiotov o 20% tou AEIT g yhpac kataywync tous. Ot edvikeg enomtikes apyes da eivar
unebduves yia v enonteia Aiyotepo onpaviikav tpanelav. H EKT Sivatar ava maca otypr} va anogacioer Ty apeon
ENOTTELQ EVOG 1) MEPLOCOTEPWV TIOTWTIKGOV IOPURATOV yia va SLacQANIOTEL 1] GUVENTC EQAPOYT] TGV ENOTTIKGV TpoTUTwy. To
¢€PYO TV EDVIKOV EMOTTIKGY APXOV EVOOUATAVETAL OTOV Viaio enomTikO prpxaviopo: dnhadr n EKT a aneuduver yevikég
0dnyleg oTiG EDVIKEG EMOMTIKEG APXES, KaL Ot apyEs autés Ja £youv Ty umoxpéworn) va kotvorotobv oty EKT g anogaoeig
Tou Aapavouv ot OMolEg £XOUV GHAVTIKO aVTIKTUTO.

O Kavoviepog yia Tov eviaio enontikd prpxaviopo anartel and v EKT va avantiéel éva mhaioto yia Tig mpaktikes pudpioelg
tou pnyaviopol autov. H EKT katapriCer, eni tou mapdvtog, to ev Aoyw mhaicto.

Y1 23 Oktofpiov 2013, n EKT napéoye Aentopepeis mA\npo@opies oxetikd pe T ouvolikr) aEtoAOyNor mou mpénet va
TIPAYHATOTO|0EL GUHPOVA [E TOV KAVOVIOHO Yial TOV eViaio emomtiko pnyaviopo. H cuvohikn) afiohoynon da nephapfaver
afohoynor kwduvou and dnown emomteiag, E\eyyo TG MOOTITAG TV oTolelwv Tou evepynuikol (AQR) kat é\eyyo
TPOCOpOLLENS akpainv kataotacewv. Oa kalvyel 128 tpaneles mou mYAVOTATA VA UTOKELTAL 0TIV QHECT| EMOTTELR TNG
EKT. O opiotikonompévog katdhoyog tev tpanelev da dnpooteudei to 2014.

Av petd tov ENeyyo TG MOIOTITAG TV OTOLYEIWY TOU evepynTikoU damotwdoly eNAeipels, autég Ja Tipénel o8 TPOTO Tadlo
va kaAugdouy anod dietikd kepahaia, Onwg pécw pyaviopol Siowone pe idia péoalemiuepiopot empapuvoewy, mptv yivel
TIPOGQYUYT| 0€ (EDVIKA Kau EUPONATKEA) SikTUA aoPNEIAG CUIPOVA PE TIC ENKALPOTIOMHEVEG KATEUDUVTIPLEG YPALHES Yia TIC
KPATIKEG EVIOYUOEIG.

() Kavoviopdg yia tov eviaio enorntiko pnyaviopo, EEL 287, 6. 63.
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Question for written answer E-010949/13
to the Commission
Nikolaos Chountis (GUE/NGL)
(26 September 2013)

Subject: Single supervisory mechanism in the euro area

On 12 September 2012, the Commission issued a statement regarding the Banking Union (Memo — Commission
proposes a package for banking supervision in the euro area) to the effect that ‘the single supervisory mechanism will
cover all (approximately 6,000) banks in the euro area. Although large banks of systemic importance are at the heart
of the European supervisory framework, recent experience shows that relatively smaller banks can also pose a threat
to financial stability’. However, a few months later, it issued a further statement dated 10 July 2013 and entitled ‘A
Comprehensive EU Response to the Financial Crisis’, indicating that the single supervisory mechanism will apply to
banks having assets of more than EUR 30 billion or constituting at least 20% of their home country’s GDP.

In view of this and given ‘recent experiences’ of the financial crisis:

1. What made the Commission decide to modify the scope of the ECB’s remit under the single supervisory
mechanism? Did any Member States express objections to this in Council and, if so, which?

2. Which German banks fall outside the scope of ECB supervision?

3. Will the forthcoming ECB asset quality review cover all banks in the euro area irrespective of size? What action
will be taken should it emerge from ECB investigations that a bank is undercapitalised?

Answer given by Mr Barnier on behalf of the Commission
(28 November 2013)

Council Regulation (EU) No 1024/2013 conferring specific tasks on the ECB concerning policies relating to the
prudential supervision of credit institutions (') entrusts the ECB with key supervisory tasks for all credit institutions in
the Euro area and in participating Member States. The ECB will particularly be responsible for the direct supervision
of banks with assets of more than EUR 30 billion or constituting at least 20% of their home country’s GDP. National
supervisors will have responsibilities for less significant banks. The ECB may at any moment decide to directly
supervise one or more credit institutions to ensure consistent application of supervisory standards. The work of
national supervisors is integrated into the SSM: e.g, the ECB will send general instructions to national supervisors, and
national supervisors have a duty to notify the ECB of supervisory decisions of material consequence.

The SSM Regulation requires the ECB to develop a framework for the practical arrangements of the SSM. The ECB is
currently developing this framework.

On 23 October 2013 the ECB provided detailed information on the comprehensive assessment that it has to carry out
according to the SSM regulation. The comprehensive assessment will consist of a supervisory risk assessment, an
Asset Quality Review (AQR) and a stress test. It will cover 128 banks that will most likely be subject to direct ECB
supervision. A finalised list of banks will be published in 2014.

Should the AQR reveal capital shortcomings, these will need to be closed in first instance by private funds, including

bail-in/burden sharing, before having recourse to (national and European) backstops in line with the updated state aid
guidelines.

() SSM Regulation, O] L287 p. 63.
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Epdrtnon pe aitnpa ypartic andvinong E-010950/13
npog v Enrtpor)
Nikolaos Chountis (GUE/NGL)
(26 Zemrtepfpiov 2013)

Oépa: Oceopukés napepfaoeig oe ouvdikahiotikés evaoels oty EAada

Topgova pe mnpogopieg, 1 powa (Eupenaikr Emtpornr, Eupenaixn Kevrpikn Tpanela kar Awedveg Nopopatiko Tajeio)
éxel anartjoet and v ekt kufépviion ouykekpipgves aAlayeg oTov epyactakd kar cuvdikahotikd vopo. ITio
ouykekpipeva, 1) Tpowka kat 1 Eupenaikr Enrtponn) aivovrat va {rrotv anod tig eNMVike apyEg Tov meplopiopo Tou polou
nou Sadpapatifouv ta eNAnvika cuvdikdta, kaddg eniong TV eloaywyr) GUYKEKPiEvG pUTLONG He TV omoia pia anepyia
Ya kpivetat mapavopn eav dev £xel CURQWVIOEL TO 51% Tou GUVOAOU TwV epYalopévey.

Me dedopéva ta napanave, epwtitar 1) Entpor):

Ynapyouv anartroels and v mheupa e Euponaikne Emtponic kat e tpodika mpog v eN\nvikn kufépvion yia aAlayég
oo DeopiKo Kat Vopiko mhaioto tou ouvdikahiopov oty EANNaSa; Eyel tedel to dépa deopikav napepfaoeny otk pe tig
€KAOYEG GTOUG EPYOLAKOUG XMPOUG KAl OTIG GUVOIKAAIGTIKEG EVAOOELG;

Andvtnon tou k. Rehn €€ ovopatog ¢ Emtporniig
(12 Noepfpiov 2013)

H Enttpon), pali pe v EKT kat to ANT, ouppetéxet o taktikd d1ahoyo moArtikig pe Tig eEANNVIKES apyEg OXETIKA e EUpU
Qaopa Depdtev mou agopolv v ayopl epyaciag. Qotoco, ta {ntipata nou avégepe to AZotipo Mélog dev anoteholv
PEPOC TV 0PV MOMTIKNG OV GUpQeVTNKay petaty g eNnvikrg kuPépvnong, tou ANT, tg EKT kat ¢ Enttponric ek
HEPOUG TV KPATAY HENGV TG {AVIG TOU EUPG OTO TAGLOLO TOU TIPOYPALLHATOS OLKOVOHIKNG TPOsappoyrs yia tv EANGda.
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Question for written answer E-010950/13
to the Commission
Nikolaos Chountis (GUE/NGL)
(26 September 2013)

Subject: Institutional intervention in trades union in Greece

[ understand that the Troika (European Commission, European Central Bank and International Monetary Fund) has
demanded that the Greek Government make specific amendments to labour and trade union legislation. The Troika
and the European Commission appear to be asking for the Greek authorities to limit the role played by Greek trades
union and to adopt a specific regulation banning strikes, unless they are agreed by 51% of all workers.

In view of the above, will the Commission say:

Have the European Commission and Troika demanded that the Greek Government amend the institutional and legal
framework governing trades union in Greece? Has the question of institutional intervention in elections in the
workplace and in trades union been raised?

Answer given by Mr Rehn on behalf of the Commission
(12 November 2013)

The Commission together with the ECB and the IMF is engaged in a regular policy dialogue with the Greek authorities
on a broad range of labour market issues. However, the subjects mentioned by the Honourable Member are not part
of the policy conditionality agreed between the Greek Government, the IMF, the ECB and the Commission on behalf
of the euro area Member States in the context of the economic adjustment programme for Greece.
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Pytanie wymagajace odpowiedzi pisemnej E-010951/13
do Komisji (Wiceprzewodniczjcej/Wysokiej Przedstawiciel)
Krzysztof Lisek (PPE) oraz Pawel Zalewski (PPE)

(26 wrzesnia 2013 r.)

Przedmiot: Wiceprzewodniczaca/Wysoka Przedstawiciel — stosunki z Iranem — przyszto§¢?

Poniewaz kwestia Iranu to od lat jedna z najtrudniejszych kwestii politycznych, zjakimi boryka si¢ UE, pragne
dowiedzie¢ sie, jaka jest strategia ESDZ w odniesieniu do tego kraju.

Iran ma bez watpienia kluczowe znaczenie w regionie, zaréwno pod wzgledem politycznym, jak i gospodarczym.
Panstwo to bylo réwniez Zrédlem powaznych probleméw, czego dowodzi jego agresywna polityka zagraniczna,
program jadrowy, nieustanne naruszanie praw czlowieka w tym kraju, atakze przemyt narkotykow. Aby moc
wywrze¢ pozytywny wplyw na polityke Iranu oraz jego ,zachowanie” w tej waznej czgéci $wiata, potrzebujemy
skutecznego instrumentu, organu operacyjnego, ktéry mogltby sktadac sprawozdania, pelnic¢ funkcje doradcze, a by¢
moze nawet wywiera¢ wplyw na miejscu. Majac na uwadze, ze wickszo§¢ panistw czlonkowskich UE posiada misje
dyplomatyczne w Teheranie oraz ze wIslamskiej Republice Iranu nie ma juz delegacji UE, wskazane i godne
polecenia wydaje si¢ by¢ nawigzanie jakich§ stosunkéw dyplomatycznych z tym krajem. Nie powinno si¢ ich
postrzega¢ jako nagrode powigzang z dzialaniami aktualnie podejmowanymi przez rezim irafiski, ale jako narzedzie
dyplomatyczne, z ktérego mozna korzysta¢ zawsze wowczas, gdy pojawiajg sie wazne kwestie, w celu ksztattowania
rozwoju sytuagcji. Stale przedstawicielstwo w tym kraju znacznie pomogloby UE wywiera¢ pozytywny wplyw na
kluczowe dziedziny bedace Zrédtem niepokoju, takie jak irarski program jadrowy, jego polityka zagraniczna
w regionie, a takze poszanowanie praw czlowieka.

Czy ESDZ planuje zatem podja¢ w najblizszej przysztosci dzialania wkierunku stworzenia stalego
przedstawicielstwa w Teheranie, ktére posiadatoby jasno okreslony mandat umozliwiajacy mu reakcje na pojawiajace
si¢ problemy? Jakie narzedzia planuje podja¢ ESDZ lub jakie dzialania zastosowa¢, aby zapewni¢ wspdlng europejska
obecno$¢ w Iranie?

Odpowiedz udzielona przez Wysoka Przedstawiciel i Wiceprzewodniczaca Komisji Catherine Ashton
w imieniu Komisji
(21 listopada 2013 1.)

Jak szanowni Panowie Poslowie zauwazyli, Islamska Republika Iranu odgrywa istotna role w regionie, a Unia
Europejska bardzo dobrze zdaje sobie sprawe zaréwno z regionalnego znaczenia kraju, jak i z potencjatu dalszego
rozwoju stosunkéw pomiedzy Unig Europejskg a Iranem.

W 2001 r. rozpoczeto wysitki na rzecz poglebienia stosunkéw, obejmujace negocjacje w sprawie kompleksowej
umowy o handlu i wspélpracy, stworzenia ram dialogu politycznego, a takze ewentualnego otwarcia delegatury UE.
Starania te jednak wstrzymano w 2003 r. ze wzgledu na kwestie jadrowe.

Decyzja w sprawie otwarcia delegatury UE w Teheranie zostanie podjeta przy uwzglednieniu oceny politycznej,
obejmujacej w szczegdlnosci postep w negocjacjach jadrowych grupy E3 +3 zlranem i, jak zawsze w takich
przypadkach, oceng ograniczen budzetowych Europejskiej Stuzby Dziatan Zewnetrznych (ESDZ).
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Question for written answer E-010951/13
to the Commission (Vice-President/High Representative)
Krzysztof Lisek (PPE) and Pawel Zalewski (PPE)
(26 September 2013)

Subject: VP[HR — Relations with Iran — what future?

Since Iran has for years been one of the most difficult EU foreign policy issues, I wish to ask about the EEAS’s strategy
regarding that country.

Iran is undoubtedly one of the key players, both in political and economic terms, in its region. It has also been a
source of major problems, as illustrated by its aggressive foreign policy, nuclear programme, ongoing human rights
violations and drug trafficking. In order to be able to positively influence Iran’s policy and ‘behaviour’ in that crucial
part of the world, we need an effective instrument, an operating body that can report, advise and possibly influence
‘on site’. Given that most EU Member States have diplomatic missions in Tehran and there is no longer any EU
delegation in the Islamic Republic of Iran, it would seem advisable and recommendable to establish diplomatic
relations of some sort with the country. It should in no way be seen as a reward, linked to the action currently being
taken by the Iranian regime, but as a diplomatic tool that can be used whenever important issues arise in order to help
shape developments. A permanent representation there would significantly help the EU to exert a positive influence
on crucial areas of concern such as Iran’s nuclear programme, its foreign policy in the region and respect for human
rights.

In the light of the above, does the EEAS plan to take any action in the very near future to establish a permanent
representation in Tehran with a clearly defined mandate which would enable it to address the current problems?
What are the tools/steps that the EEAS plans to implement/take in order to establish our common European presence
in Iran?

Answer given by High Representative/Vice-President Ashton on behalf of the Commission
(21 November 2013)

As noted by the Honourable Members, the Islamic Republic of Iran is an important regional actor, and the European
Union is very much aware of both the regional significance of the country and of the potential of further developing
relations between the European Union and Iran.

Due to the nuclear issue, however, the efforts to deepen relations that began in 2001, and which included the
negotiation of a comprehensive Trade and Cooperation Agreement, a framework for political dialogue and possibly
the opening of an EU Delegation, have been on halt since 2003.

A decision on the opening of an EU Delegation in Tehran will be taken in the light of a political evaluation, notably
including progress in the E3+3 nuclear negotiations with Iran, and as is always the case, an assessment of the
budgetary constraints of the European External Action Service (EEAS).
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Pregunta con solicitud de respuesta escrita E-010953/13
ala Comisiéon
Eider Gardiazibal Rubial (S&D)
(26 de septiembre de 2013)

Asunto: 2013, Afio Europeo de los Ciudadanos: «aprender» a ser ciudadanos

Dado que 2013 es el Afio Europeo de los Ciudadanos y como tal se dedica a los derechos que otorga la ciudadania
europea, una gran parte de las actividades organizadas pretende educar a los ciudadanos en sus derechos y
responsabilidades, incluida la idea de que la participacion democrética y la ciudadania activa son procesos de
aprendizaje que se prolongan a lo largo y ancho de la vida.

Los jovenes especialmente necesitan poder ejercer los derechos y obligaciones de cardcter civil y politico que les
reconoce la sociedad democritica, y necesitan que se los anime a ello. Partiendo de este supuesto, ;qué acciones tiene
previstas la Comision para llegar a todos los jovenes europeos y asegurarse de que todos y cada uno de sus ciudadanos
conocen los derechos que les otorga la ciudadania europea? ;Qué medidas deben adoptarse, en la opinion experta de
la Comisidn, en relacién con la educacion para la ciudadania?

Respuesta de la Sra. Vassiliou en nombre de la Comision
(25 de noviembre de 2013)

Las competencias civicas son una prioridad del marco estratégico «Educacién y Formacién 2020». En 2012,
Eurydice ('), red de informacién sobre la educacion en Europa, publicé el informe La educacion para la ciudadania en
Europa, y el Centro de Investigacion sobre el Aprendizaje Permanente de la Comisiéon publico el informe Civic
Competence Composite Indicator (<indicador combinado sobre competencia civica») (%).

Asimismo, la Comision, en el marco del programa Jean Monnet, apoya la ensefianza y la investigacion en estudios
sobre la integracién europea en centros de ensefianza superior dentro y fuera de la UE. Desde 2011, este programa ha
apoyado también la actividad «Conocer la UE en la escuela», con proyectos que transmiten conocimientos de la UE a
estudiantes de secundaria.

La Comision coopera con el Consejo de Europa en un proyecto educativo sobre ciudadania y derechos humanos, que
promueve la cooperacion entre iniciativas regionales e internacionales. Estas instituciones también han puesto en
marcha conjuntamente un proyecto experimental sobre educacion para la ciudadania democritica y el respeto de los
derechos humanos.

En su campafia de informacion del Afio Europeo de los Ciudadanos 2013, la Comisién también se ha dirigido a los
jovenes de toda la UE utilizando diversos instrumentos y canales. Entre ellos se incluyen las redes sociales,
principalmente Facebook, un kit de informacién sobre los derechos de los jovenes europeos en la EU (), el concurso
«generations@school» (*) y la participacion en los actos de Juventud en Movimiento» (°) en toda la UE para aumentar
la sensibilizacién sobre c6mo los jovenes pueden sacar partido de sus derechos en la EU.

Por dltimo, el programa «La Juventud en Accion» apoya cada afio miles de proyectos dirigidos a los jovenes a través de
actividades civicas informales.

http://eacea.ec.europa.eufeducation/eurydice/index_en.php
http://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eufrepository/handle/111111111/24227
http:/Jeuropa.eu/citizens-201 3 [es/press-and-campaign-toolbox/campaign-toolbox
Il
il

>

http://www.generationsatschool.eu/es/
°)  http:/[ec.europa.eu/youthonthemove/
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Question for written answer E-010953/13
to the Commission
Eider Gardiazibal Rubial (S&D)
(26 September 2013)

Subject: European Year of Citizens 2013 — ‘learning’ citizenship

Given that 2013 is the European Year of Citizens, which focuses on the rights conferred by EU citizenship, a large
proportion of the activities organised are aimed at educating citizens about their rights and responsibilities, including
the idea that democratic participation and active citizenship are lifelong and multifaceted learning processes.

Young people in particular need access to, and encouragement to exercise, the civil and political rights and duties
recognised by democratic society. With that in mind, what is the Commission doing to comprehensively reach out to
all young Europeans in order to ensure that every single citizen is educated about the rights that come with EU
citizenship? What steps should be taken, in the Commission’s expert opinion, with regard to citizenship education?

Answer given by Ms Vassiliou on behalf of the Commission
(25 November 2013)

Civic competences are a priority in the ‘Education and Training 2020’ strategic framework. In 2012, Eurydice ('), the
European education information network, released a report on ‘Citizenship education at schools in Europe’, and the
Commission’s Centre for Research on Lifelong Learning published the ‘Active citizenship competence composite
indicator’ report (%).

Moreover, the Commission, under the Jean Monnet programme, supports teaching and research in European
integration studies at higher education institutions inside and outside the EU. Since 2011 this programme has also
supported the activity ‘Learning EU at School’, involving projects that provide EU knowledge to students in secondary
education.

The Commission cooperates with the Council of Europe on a citizenship and human rights education project, which
promotes cooperation among regional and international initiatives. These institutions also jointly launched a Pilot
Project Scheme on Education for Democratic Citizenship and Human Rights Education.

In its communication campaign for the European Year of Citizens 2013, the Commission has also targeted young
people across the EU using different tools and channels. These have included the social media, especially Facebook, a
toolkit with information about EU rights for young Europeans (*), a competition ‘generations@school’ () and
participation in ‘Youth on the Move’ events (°) across the EU to raise awareness about how young people can benefit
from their EU rights.

Finally, the Youth in Action programme annually supports thousands of projects that target youths through non-
formal citizenship activities.

http://eacea.ec.europa.eufeducation/eurydice/index_en.php

http://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eufrepository/handle/111111111/24227

http:/Jeuropa.eu/citizens-201 3 [en/press-and-campaign-toolbox/campaign-toolbox
http://www.generationsatschool.eu/en/

°)  http:/[ec.europa.eu/youthonthemove/

>
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Question for written answer E-010954/13
to the Commission
Marina Yannakoudakis (ECR)
(26 September 2013)

Subject: Gender equality and protection of rape victims in Greece

In my capacity as Women'’s Rights Spokesperson for the ECR Group, I frequently receive letters from women who
have been victims of ill-treatment, abuse or direct discrimination within the EU.

I recently received a troubling letter from two Canadian women who were living in Glyfada (Athens, Greece) last year.
They contacted me to express their concern at the way they were treated after informing the local police that they had
been drugged and then gang-raped. The women, who are in their early 20s, claim that the police dismissed their
allegations, implied that they were to blame and had perhaps had too much to drink, and then suggested that they
return the next day to complete the paperwork. No medical examination was carried out, and nor were the women
advised as to how to go about finding healthcare.

Could the Commission offer some reassurance that the Greek Government is in the process of implementing
Directive 2012/29/EU establishing minimum standards on the rights, support and protection of victims of crime?

Answer given by Mrs Reding on behalf of the Commission
(21 November 2013)

The Commission has no legal competence to intervene in individual criminal proceedings in cases of individual
victims in Member States.

Indeed Directive 2012/29/EU provides for obligations for Member States to ensure that victims have ‘effective access
to information’ and that this right applies from the first contact with the competent authority together with a
guarantee that victims receive at least a written acknowledgment of their complaint. The directive also requires that,
at a later stage of proceedings, specific protection measures based on individual assessments are in place for such
vulnerable victims.

Since October 2012, when the Victims’ Directive was adopted, the Commission has been developing a targeted
strategy to assist Member States with the implementation.
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Question avec demande de réponse écrite E-010956/13
ala Commission
Philippe de Villiers (EFD)
(26 septembre 2013)

Objet: Aide européenne pour la «transition démocratique» de la Tunisie

Le mardi 17 septembre 2013 a Tunis, Bernardino Ledn, représentant spécial de 'Union européenne pour la région du
Sud de la Méditerranée, a pressé les différentes forces politiques tunisiennes a conclure rapidement un accord
politique avec 'Europe afin d'attirer les investissements et les partenariats en provenance de I'Europe.

Ces deux derniéres années, I'Union européenne a octroyé 400 millions d’euros a la Tunisie pour l'aider dans sa
«transition démocratique».

1. Quelles ont été les garanties échangées avec la Tunisie lors du versement des 400 millions d’euros par la
Commission?

2. Ces garanties ont-elles été respectées?

Réponse donnée par M. Fiile au nom de la Commission
(20 novembre 2013)

Entre 2011 et 2013, 'Union européenne a soutenu différents programmes en Tunisie et le montant global de toutes
les interventions dépasse 400 millions d’euros.

Les principaux objectifs des programmes de I'Union européenne pendant cette période consistaient a: 1) promouvoir
des réformes socio-économiques favorisant la mise en place de conditions propices a une croissance inclusive,
2) soutenir la transition démocratique, 3) renforcer les capacités des institutions et 4) renforcer le role de la
société civile.

Ces programmes visent différents objectifs et résultats et comportent des conditions différentes en fonction des
secteurs et des stratégies.

Par principe, les fonds sont attribués au moyen de procédures de mise en concurrence. Pendant la phase de mise en
ceuvre, la Commission examine en permanence les actions et évalue si les normes et critéres pertinents sont respectés.
Les fonds sont mis a disposition uniquement si les conditions correspondantes sont remplies. En outre, tous les
projets font 'objet d’exercices de suivi annuels.

Le bon usage des fonds pour chaque contrat est garanti par des audits réguliers effectués par des sociétés d’audit
certifiées. En outre, la Commission commande des évaluations indépendantes qui portent sur les résultats de chaque

programme.

L'Honorable Parlementaire trouvera des informations plus détaillées sur les programmes de coopération a la page
indiquée ci-dessous ().

() http:[/ec.europa.eufeuropeaid/where/neighbourhood/country-cooperation/tunisia/tunisia_fr.htm
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Question for written answer E-010956/13
to the Commission
Philippe de Villiers (EFD)
(26 September 2013)

Subject: EU aid for Tunisia’s ‘democratic transition’
On Tuesday 17 September 2013 in Tunis, the EU’s Special Representative for the Southern Mediterranean region,
Bernardino Ledn, urged Tunisia’s various political powers to swiftly conclude a political agreement with the EU with

the aim of attracting European investment and partnerships.

Over the last two years the European Union has granted Tunisia EUR 400 million to assist it in its ‘democratic
transition’.

1. What guarantees were exchanged with Tunisia when the EUR 400 million payment was made by the
Commission?

2. Have those guarantees been upheld?

Answer given by Mr Fiile on behalf of the Commission
(20 November 2013)

Between 2011 and 2013, the European Union supported different programmes in Tunisia and the global amount of
all different interventions accounted for over EUR 400 million.

The main objectives of the EU programmes for the period were to 1) promote socioeconomic reforms boosting
conditions for inclusive growth, 2) support the democratic transition, 3) strenghten the capacities of institutions and
4) reinforce the role of the civil society.

Programmes foresee diverse objectives and results, and different conditionalities are attached to programmes
depending on sectors and strategies.

As a matter of principle, funds are contracted through competitive procedures. In the implementation phase the
Commission constantly examines the actions and evaluates if the standards and criteria have been met. Funds are

released only if conditionalities are met. Furthermore, all projects are subject to annual monitoring exercices.

The correct use of funds for each contract is ensured through regular audits by certified auditing companies. In
addition, the Commission contracts independent evaluations of the performance of each programme.

The Honourable Member will find more detailed information on the cooperation programmes at the page indicated
below. ()

() http:[/ec.europa.eufeuropeaid/where/neighbourhood/country-cooperation/tunisia/tunisia_fr.htm
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intrebarea cu solicitare de rispuns scris E-010957/13
adresatd Comisiei
Minodora Cliveti (S&D)
(26 septembrie 2013)

Subiect: Strategiile nationale de integrare a romilor

In calitate de europarlamentar romén si de raportor din umbri al raportului ,Aspecte de gen ale cadrului UE pentru
strategiile nationale de integrare a romilor”, va solicit punctul de vedere cu privire la recentele declaratii ale ministrului
de interne francez, Manuel Valls, cu privire la romii din Romania care se gésesc pe teritoriul Frantei.

Acesta a declarat recent: ,este o iluzie sd credem cd problema romilor poate fi rezolvatd numai prin integrarea lor” si
cd nu existd altd solutie decat evacuarea taberelor §i conducerea romilor la granitd. In fine, acelasi ministru a declarat
cd ,populatiile de romi au vocatia sd rimana in Romania sau sa se intoarci acolo”.

Avand in vedere faptul cd in 2011 Comisia a adoptat strategia europeand de integrare a romilor, iar in 2012 toate
statele membre si-au prezentat programele nationale, Franta fiind unul dintre statele membre care si-a declarat
sustinerea si deschiderea fatd de acest demers, demarand o serie de proiecte vizind mai ales romii din Romania, este
de neinteles modul in care o autoritate franceza se exprima fati de acesti cetdteni europeni.

Raportul francez subliniazd caracterul transnational al proiectelor de integrare a romilor, ceea ce duce, in mod direct,
la necesitatea consultarii Comisiei.

Rispuns dat de dna Reding in numele Comisiei
(20 noiembrie 2013)

Pozitia oficiald a guvernului francez, definita in orientdrile strategice convenite la reuniunea interministeriald din 24
august 2012, in urma cdreia a fost redactat documentul ,Circulara cu privire la anticiparea si asistarea operatiunilor de
evacuare a taberelor ilegale” din 26 august 2012, este in conformitate cu abordarea Comisiei. Aceastd abordare are la
bazd doud principii: pe de o parte, respectul fatd de cadrul legal european si national si, pe de altd parte, misurile
sociale proactive luate pentru a accelera integrarea romilor si pentru a imbunititi situatia acestora in ceea ce priveste
educatia, locul de munci, sindtatea si locuinta.

Comisia se afl in dialog permanent cu punctul national de contact pentru integrarea romilor din Franta, desemnat
oficial de citre guvern ca fiind responsabil de coordonarea punerii in aplicare a strategiei nationale de integrare a
romilor in Franta.

Cooperarea transnationald constituie un pas inainte promititor pentru a rdspunde provocdrilor legate de integrarea
romilor la nivel local. in propunerea sa de recomandare a Consiliului cu privire la misurile de integrare efectivi a
romilor in statele membre, din 26 iunie 2013 ('), Comisia a ficut apel la statele membre si dezvolte si s participe la
cooperarea transnationald la nivel national, regional sau local, pentru a oferi solutii la probleme legate de mobilitatea
transfrontalierd a romilor in cadrul UE si pentru a sprijini invétarea reciprocd si multiplicarea bunelor practici.

()  Com(2013)460.
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Question for written answer E-010957/13
to the Commission
Minodora Cliveti (S&D)
(26 September 2013)

Subject: National strategies for Roma integration

As a Romanian MEP and shadow rapporteur for the report ‘Gender Aspects of the EU Framework for National Roma
Integration Strategies,’ [ am requesting your opinion on the recent statements from the French Interior Minister,
Manuel Valls, concerning the Roma on French territory.

Manuel Valls recently said, ‘It is illusory to think that the Roma issue can be solved solely via their integration’ and that
the only solution is to empty the camps and repatriate the Roma population. The Minister also said that ‘the Roma
population is meant to stay in Romania or go back there.’

In view of the fact that the Commission adopted the EU Strategy for Roma Integration in 2011, and that all Member
States introduced their national programmes in 2012 launching a series of projects focusing on the Roma in Romania
in particular, with France being one of the Member States to declare their support and openness to this approach, the
manner in which a French authority figure is expressing himself towards these European citizens is incomprehensible.

The French report highlights the transnational nature of Roma integration projects, which leads directly to the need
to consult the Commission.

Answer given by Mrs Reding on behalf of the Commission
(20 November 2013)

The official position of the French Government defined in the strategic orientations agreed upon at the inter-
ministerial meeting on 24 August 2012, of which the ‘Circulaire sur l'anticipation et l'accompagnement des
opérations d’évacutation des campements illicites’ of 26 August 2012 is a direct follow-up, is in line with the
Commission’s approach. This approach lies on two pillars: on the one hand, respect for the European and national
legal framework, on the other hand, proactive social measures to step up Roma integration and their situation
regarding education, employment, health and housing.

The Commission is in permanent dialogue with the French national Roma contact point officially nominated by the
government as being in charge of coordinating the implementation of the national Roma integration strategy in
France.

Transnational cooperation is a promising way forward to meet the challenges of Roma integration at the local level.
In its Proposal for a Council Recommendation on effective Roma integration measures in the Member States of
26 June 2013 ('), the Commission has called on Member States to develop and participate in transnational
cooperation at national, regional or local levels in order to provide solutions to problems related to cross-border
mobility of Roma within the EU, and support mutual learning and multiplication of good practices.

()  Com(2013) 460.
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intrebarea cu solicitare de rispuns scris E-010958/13
adresatd Comisiei
Vasilica Viorica Dincili (S&D)
(26 septembrie 2013)

Subiect: Presa locald
Criza cu care se confrunti Europa afecteazd puternic presa locald si regionald din statele membre.

Un numdr semnificativ de ziare locale sau posturi de radio si televiziune locale si regionale se confruntd cu dificultiti
financiare serioase care le afecteazd activitatea si le ingreuneazd misiunea — cea de a informa publicul larg in legdturd
cu diferite aspecte ale masurilor administratiei locale, regionale, despre probleme ale cetitenilor si solutii la aceste
probleme propuse de administratia locald si nationald, precum si in legdturd cu problematica europeana si politicile
Uniunii din diverse domenii.

In plus, in perspectiva alegerilor pentru Parlamentul European de anul viitor, este nevoie de o informare permanent
si corectd a cetdtenilor, cu precddere a celor din zona rurald, in legiturd cu politicile europene si maniera in care
reprezentantii cetdtenilor — deputatii europeni — actioneazi in interesul acestora.

Cum poate sprijini Comisia activitatea presei locale si regionale din statele membre pentru a permite respectarea
principiului accesului liber al tuturor cetitenilor la informare corectd, mai ales in perspectiva alegerilor din 2014
pentru Parlamentul European?

Rispuns dat de dna Kroes in numele Comisiei
(31 octombrie 2013)

Diversitatea, libertatea si pluralismul mijloacelor de informare in masa regionale si locale sunt esentiale pentru
drepturile cetdtenilor, in special in contextul exercitirii de citre acestia a dreptului la vot pentru alegerile europene.
Angajamentul Uniunii Europene de a respecta libertatea si pluralismul mijloacelor de informare in masd, precum si
dreptul la informare si libertatea de exprimare este consacrat in articolul 11 din Carta drepturilor fundamentale. Cu
toate acestea, in conformitate cu articolul 51 alineatul (1) din Cartd, aceasta se aplici statelor membre numai atunci
cand acestea pun in aplicare dreptul Uniunii Europene.

Prin urmare, Comisia nu are competente generald de a interveni in ceea ce priveste mijloacele de informare in masd
locale si regionale. Cu toate acestea, in scopul de a aduce politicile §i evenimentele UE mai aproape de cetdteni,
Comisia finanteazd din decembrie 2012 regelele de radio Euranet Plus. Aceastd retea paneuropeand reuneste 13
posturi radio internationale, nationale si regionale din 12 state membre ale UE. Euranet Plus difuzeazi programe in
12 limbi oficiale ale UE, abordand activitatea UE dintr-o perspectivi europeand, in conditii de independenta editoriald
deplina. In prezent, Euronet Plus s-a angajat, printre altele, s3 asigure un spatiu important in programele sale pentru
urmdtoarele alegeri parlamentare.

In acelasi timp, Comisia incearcd si asigure respectul pentru libertatea si pluralismul mijloacelor de informare in
masd, in limitele competentelor sale. Aceasta reflecteaza in prezent asupra unor actiuni posibile in urma consultarii
publice cu privire la raportul Grupului la nivel inalt pentru libertatea si pluralismul mijloacelor de informare in masa.



3.7.2014 Dziennik Urzedowy Unii Europejskiej C208/107

(English version)

Question for written answer E-010958/13
to the Commission
Vasilica Viorica Dincili (S&D)
(26 September 2013)

Subject: Local media
The crisis facing Europe is having a major impact upon local and regional media in Member States.

A significant number of local newspapers and local and regional radio and television stations are facing serious
financial difficulties. This is affecting their activity and hindering them in their mandate to inform the general public
about the various aspects of local and regional government measures, problems affecting citizens and the solutions
that local and national government proposes, as well as European issues and EU policies across various domains.

Furthermore, with the prospect of European Parliament elections next year, citizens require ongoing and accurate
information, especially those in rural areas, regarding European policies and the way in which the citizens’
representatives, the Members of the European Parliament, are acting in their interests.

How can the Commission support the activity of local and regional media in Member States so as to respect the
principle of free access by all citizens to accurate information, particularly in the context of the European Parliament
elections in 2014?

Answer given by Ms Kroes on behalf of the Commission
(31 October 2013)

Diversity, freedom and pluralism of regional and local media are crucial to citizens’ rights, especially in the context of
exercising their right to vote for the European elections. The European Union’s commitment to respect freedom and
pluralism of the media, as well as the right to information and freedom of expression is enshrined in Article 11 of the
Charter of Fundamental Rights. However, according to its Article 51(1), the Charter applies to Member States only
when they are implementing European Union law.

The Commission does therefore not have overall competence regarding local and regional media. Nevertheless, and
with the aim of bringing EU policies and events closer to citizens, the Commission is funding since December 2012
the European radio networks Euranet Plus. This pan-European network brings together 13 international, national and
regional radio stations from 12 EU Member States. Broadcasting in 12 official EU languages, Euranet Plus takes on EU
affairs from a European perspective with full editorial independence. At present, it is committed, among other things,
to providing an in-depth coverage of the next Parliamentary elections.

At the same time the Commission seeks to ensure respect for media freedom and pluralism within its competences. It
is currently reflecting possible follow up to the public consultation on the report of the independent High Level
Group on Media Freedom and Pluralism.
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Pregunta con solicitud de respuesta escrita E-010959/13
ala Comisiéon
Ifiaki Irazabalbeitia Ferndndez (Verts/ALE)
(26 de septiembre de 2013)

Asunto: Proyecto de Plan Hidroldgico de Cuenca del Jicar

La comarca de la Ribera del Jiicar viene padeciendo desde hace mds de veinte afios problemas de excesos de nitratos y
contaminacién con plaguicidas de las aguas subterrneas que se captan para beber. Para paliar el problema, desde
hace afios se reclama una asignacion de agua superficial del Jticar para uso de boca, primera prioridad que establece la
Directiva Marco del Agua. Sin embargo, el articulo 28, apartado 1, del proyecto de Plan Hidroldgico de Cuenca (en
fase de exposicion al ptiblico) no establece una asignacién directa para la comarca sino una sustitucion de recursos
hidricos que corre a cargo de los ciudadanos a los que se les ha contaminado el agua. A otras zonas urbanas mds
alejadas de la cuenca, y sin contaminacion, se les aumentan los recursos hidricos sin que hayan de pagar por dicha
agua. En la actualidad se estd presionando a los ayuntamientos para que firmen un convenio de intercambio de agua
con los regantes, convenio gravoso para el contribuyente.

¢Considera la Comision que la solucién de pagar a los regantes los costes de sustitucion en vez de conceder una
asignacion directa de agua respeta las prioridades de uso de la Directiva Marco del Agua?

;Considera la Comisién que hacer que los afectados por la contaminacién paguen dicha sustitucion respeta el
principio de «quien contamina paga»?

¢Va a tomar la Comision alguna medida al respecto?

Respuesta del Sr. Poto¢nik en nombre de la Comisién
(13 de noviembre de 2013)

El articulo 9 de la Directiva Marco del Agua (') dispone que los Estados miembros —teniendo en cuenta el principio
de que quien contamina paga— garanticen una contribucién adecuada de los diversos usos del agua a la recuperacion
de los costes de los servicios que se relacionen con ella.

La evaluacion de los planes hidroldgicos de cuenca realizada y publicada por la Comision en 2012 (}) confirmé que es
frecuente en la EU que no se recuperen los costes derivados de la contaminacion difusa procedente de la agricultura.
Es habitual, en su lugar, que esos costes sean trasladados por los suministradores de agua a los hogares y que estos
deban pagar por la potabilizacion del agua. La Comision estd de acuerdo en que, cuando esto ocurre, es verdad que no
se tiene debidamente en cuenta el principio de que quien contamina paga.

La Comisi6n estd celebrando reuniones bilaterales con los Estados miembros para analizar juntos la evaluacion a la
que someti6 sus planes en 2012 y para conocer como prevén responder a las recomendaciones que les hizo para que
mejoraran la aplicacion de la Directiva Marco del Agua, en general, y la de su articulo 9, en particular. A tal efecto, tal
y como se anunci6 en el Plan del Agua de 2012, la Comision estd trabajando con los Estados miembros y con los
interesados para elaborar en el marco de la Estrategia Comiin de Aplicacion de esa Directiva un documento de
orientaci6n relativo a la recuperacion de costes.

Hay que sefialar, por dltimo, que, en lo tocante al Fondo Europeo de Desarrollo Regional y al Fondo de Cohesién
dentro del marco financiero 2014-2020, el respeto de los requisitos que dispone el articulo 9 constituye una
condicién previa indispensable para que puedan ponerse a disposicion del sector del agua los fondos necesarios.

La politica de precios del agua tiene que ser comunicada en el contexto de los planes hidroldgicos de cuenca. El
Tribunal condené a Espafia (asunto C-403/11) por no haber adoptado ni comunicado a tiempo esos planes. La
Comision procederd a evaluar el plan del Jicar y los demds planes hidroldgicos espafioles tan pronto como sean
adoptados y comunicados.

()  Directiva 2000/60/CE del Parlamento Europeo y del Consejo, de 23 de octubre de 2000, por la que se establece un marco comunitario de
actuacion en el dmbito de la politica de aguas (DO L 327 de 22.12.2000).
() http://ec.europa.eufenvironment/water|/water-framework/implrep2007 index_en.htm
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Question for written answer E-010959/13
to the Commission

Ifiaki Irazabalbeitia Ferndndez (Verts/ALE)
(26 September 2013)

Subject: Draft Jicar Basin Hydrological Plan

For more than twenty years, the Ribera del Jacar region has suffered from problems with excessive nitrates and
pesticide contamination in the ground water used for drinking. To alleviate the problem, calls have been made for
years for an allocation of surface water from the Jacar for drinking, the first priority established in the Water
Framework Directive. However, Article 28(1) of the draft Jicar Basin Hydrological Plan (in the public comment
phase) does not establish a direct allocation for the region. Instead, it provides for a replacement of water resources,
with the replacement cost borne by the citizens whose water has been contaminated. Water resources for other urban
areas that are farther from the basin, and that have not been contaminated, are increased, without those areas being
required to pay for the additional water resources. The municipalities are currently being pressured to sign a water
exchange agreement — an agreement that is burdensome to taxpayers — with the irrigators.

Does the Commission take the view that the solution of paying replacement costs to the irrigators, instead of granting
a direct allocation of water, respects the use priorities established in the Water Framework Directive?

Does the Commission take the view that making those affected by the contamination pay for such replacement
respects the ‘polluter pays’ principle?

Will the Commission take any action in this regard?

Answer given by Mr Poto¢nik on behalf of the Commission
(13 November 2013)

Art. 9 of the Water Framework Directive (WFD) (') states that Member States shall ensure an adequate contribution of
different water uses to the recovery of the costs of water services taking into account the polluter pays principle (PPP).

The assessment of River Basin Management Plans (RBMPs) performed by the Commission in 2012 confirmed that
costs related to diffuse pollution from agriculture are often not recovered across the EU. These costs are instead often
shifted by water providers to households which are charged for drinking water purification. The Commission agrees
that, when this happens, the PPP is not adequately taken into account.

The Commission is holding bilateral meetings with Member States to discuss its assessment of their plans published
in 2012 (*) and to check how they plan to address its recommendations to improve WFD implementation including
in relation to Article 9. To this end, the Commission, as announced in the 2012 Water Blueprint, is working with
Member States and stakeholders to develop a guidance document on cost recovery under the Common
Implementation Strategy of the WED.

Finally, under the European Regional Development and Cohesion Funds for the financial framework 2014-2020, the
fulfilment of Art. 9 requirements constitutes an ex-ante conditionality for funds to be available in the water sector.

The water pricing policy needs to be reported in the context of the RBMP. The Court has condemned Spain (Case C-
403/11) for not having adopted and reported RBMPs on time. The Commission will assess the Jicar and other
Spanish RBMPs as soon as they are adopted and reported.

()  Directive 2000/60/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 October 2000 establishing a framework for Community action in the
field of water policy (O] L 327, 22.12.2000).
() http://ec.europa.eufenvironment/water|/water-framework/implrep2007 index_en.htm
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Forespeorgsel til skriftlig besvarelse E-010960/13
til Kommissionen
Christel Schaldemose (S&D)
(26. september 2013)

Om: Tilgeengelige ulovligt producerede fadevarer

En reekke EU-lande har stadig ikke efterlevet krav om dyrevelfeerd og lignende vedrerende burhens og svin. Det vil
sige, at der findes en raekke produkter pé det indre marked, som reelt er ulovlige, fordi de ikke efterlever EU’s regler.

Mit spergsmdl til Kommissionen er derfor:

Vil Kommissionen bede medlemslandene om at sikre, at produkter produceret under ulovlige vilkir ikke gores
tilgeengelige pa EU’s indre marked?

Det er uretfeerdigt over for de producenter, som producerer efter reglerne, og det er urimeligt over for forbrugerne, at
de ikke kan stole p4, at deres indkebte mad er fremstillet pa lovlig vis.

Svar afgivet pi Kommissionens vegne af Tonio Borg
(21. november 2013)

Kommissionen er enig med det @rede medlem i, at efterlevelse af EU’s dyrevelfaerdsbestemmelser er afgerende for at
sikre ikke blot dyrs velfaerd, men ogsa lige konkurrencevilkar for de erhvervsdrivende i EU.

Med hensyn til de konkrete foranstaltninger, Kommissionen har truffet for at sikre efterlevelse af de bestemmelser, det
@rede medlem omtaler, skal Kommissionen henvise til svar pa skriftlig forespergsel E-004047/2013,
E-004763/2013, E-006291/2013, E-007401/2013, E-009599/2013, E-009698/2013, E-009822/2013 og
E-010593/2013 ().

() http://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/da/parliamentary-questions.html.
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Question for written answer E-010960/13
to the Commission
Christel Schaldemose (S&D)
(26 September 2013)

Subject: Available illegally produced foodstuffs

A number of EU Member States have not yet complied with animal welfare and similar requirements relating to
battery hens and pigs. In other words, there are a number of products on the internal market that are in fact illegal
because they do not comply with EU rules.

Will the Commission ask the Member States to ensure that products produced under illegal conditions are not made
available on the EU’s internal market?

It is not fair to those producers who do comply with the rules, and it is unfair to consumers that they cannot be sure
that the food they buy is produced in a lawful manner.

Answer given by Mr Borg on behalf of the Commission
(21 November 2013)

The Commission agrees with the Honourable Member that compliance with Union-wide animal welfare rules is
critical in order to ensure not only the welfare of animals, but also a level playing field for economic operators in
the EU.

Regarding the concrete measures taken by the Commission in order to ensure compliance with the rules referred to
by the Honourable Member, the Commission would refer to its answers to Written Question E-004047/2013,
E-004763/2013, E-006291/2013, E-007401/2013, E-009599/2013, E-009698/2013, E-009822/2013, and
E-010593/2013 ().

() http://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/parliamentary-questions.html
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Interrogazione con richiesta di risposta scritta E-010962/13
alla Commissione
Susy De Martini (ECR) e Cristiana Muscardini (ECR)
(26 settembre 2013)

Oggetto: Obbligo di segnalazione oltre boa per i bagnanti

Ad oggi, in Italia, non c’¢ una legge quadro che regoli le attivita dei bagnanti oltre boa come avviene per le attivita
della subacquea. Il mese scorso, infatti, vi sono stati casi di annegamento, nei litorali italiani, dovuti ad incidenti in
mare per mancata segnalazione a imbarcazioni private. Mentre ¢ in vigore 'obbligo per i subacquei di munirsi di un
galleggiante, che puo essere di varia natura purché munito di «bandiera rossa con striscia diagonale bianca», visibile da
almeno 300 metri, non vi sono gli stessi obblighi per i bagnanti oltre boa.

Puo la Commissione:
1. informare gli onorevoli deputati sulla legislazione esistente nei diversi Stati membri;
2. farsapere se vi & una direttiva europea che regola l'attivita della subacquea;

3. indicare se ritiene opportuno regolamentare anche l'attivita dei bagnanti oltre boa per evitare possibili incidenti
in mare?

Risposta di Neven Mimica a nome della Commissione
(14 novembre 2013)

La competenza di regolamentare il nuoto in mare aperto appartiene agli Stati membri. Non vi & nessuna legislazione a
livello unionale che disciplini le attivita di nuoto o di immersione in mare aperto condotte a fini non lavorativi. La
Commissione non dispone di un quadro di insieme delle regolamentazioni degli Stati membri in merito al nuoto in
mare aperto.

Per quanto concerne le immersioni, esistono norme volontarie europee che stabiliscono i requisiti per la formazione
sia del subacqueo che dell'istruttore. Per ulteriori dettagli la Commissione rinvia gli onorevoli deputati alla propria
risposta all'interrogazione scritta E-006564/2011 (').

La maggior parte delle attrezzature usate per le immersioni ¢ soggetta alle disposizioni della direttiva 89/686/CEE sui
dispositivi di protezione individuale (?). La direttiva stabilisce i requisiti per la progettazione e la fabbricazione di tali
dispositivi e le regole per la loro libera circolazione nell'Unione. Norme armonizzate volontarie che corroborano i
requisiti della direttiva sugli aspetti della salute e della sicurezza sono state prodotte dalle organizzazioni europee di
normazione. Sinoti che la direttiva disciplina soltanto i prodotti, ma non il loro uso.

Inoltre, la direttiva 89/391/CEE () stabilisce misure per incoraggiare miglioramenti nel campo della salute e della
sicurezza dei lavoratori durante il lavoro. Conformemente all'articolo 6 il datore di lavoro prende le misure necessarie
per evitare i rischi, valutarli e combatterli. Inoltre, la direttiva fa obbligo ai datori di lavoro di effettuare e documentare
una valutazione dei rischi. La direttiva si applica a tutti i settori di attivita, compresi il nuoto e I'immersione a fini
lavorativi.

() http://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/parliamentary-questions.html
() GUL 399 del 30.12.1989, pag. 18-38.
() GUL183del 29.6.1989, pagg. 1-8.
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Question for written answer E-010962/13
to the Commission
Susy De Martini (ECR) and Cristiana Muscardini (ECR)
(26 September 2013)

Subject: Requirement for open sea swimmers to signal their presence

Italy currently has no framework law regulating the activities of swimmers in the open sea, while it does for diving.
Last month there were cases of people drowning in accidents off the Italian coast due to swimmers’ failure to signal
their presence to private craft. While divers are required to use a marker which may vary in type provided it has a ‘red
flag with a white diagonal stripe’, visible from a distance of at least 300 metres, open sea swimmers are not subject to
the same requirements.

1.  Canthe Commission say what the existing legislation is in the various Member States?
2. Isthere a European directive which regulates diving?

3. Does it think it should also regulate swimming in the open sea to prevent accidents at sea?

Answer given by Mr Mimica on behalf of the Commission
(14 November 2013)

The competence to regulate swimming in the open sea as such rests with the Member States. There is no legislation at
EU level that would regulate non-occupational sea swimming or diving activities. The Commission has no
comprehensive overview of Member States’ rules regarding swimming in the open sea.

Regarding diving, there are voluntary European standards in place which lay down requirements for the training of
both the diver and the instructor. For further details, the Commission would like to refer the Honourable Member to
its answer to Written Question E-006564/2011 (*).

Most of the equipment used for diving is subject to Directive 89/686/EEC on personal protective equipment (?). The
directive lays down requirements for the design and manufacture of such equipment and rules on its free movement
in the Union. Voluntary harmonised standards to support the directive’s health and safety requirements are available
from the European Standardisation Organisations. It should be noted that the directive only regulates the products,
but not their usage.

In addition, Directive 89/391/EEC () lays down measures to encourage improvements in the safety and health of
workers at work. According to its Article 6, the employer shall take the necessary measures for avoiding, evaluating
and combating risks. Furthermore, the directive obliges employers to carry out and document a risk assessment. The
directive applies to all sectors of activity, including occupational swimming and diving.

() http://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/parliamentary-questions.html
(* OJL399,30.12.1989, p. 18-38.
()  OJL183,29.6.1989,p. 1-8.
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Vraag met verzoek om schriftelijk antwoord E-010963/13
aan de Commissie
Esther de Lange (PPE) en Ivo Belet (PPE)
(26 september 2013)

Betreft: Residulimieten voor wijn

De Franse consumentenbond Que Choisir heeft na onderzoek bekend gemaakt in alle 92 door hen onderzochte
flessen wijn sporen van bestrijdingsmiddelen gevonden te hebben. Het ging om 33 verschillende middelen, waarvan
er 7 bekend staan als kankerverwekkend. Australi¢ en de Verenigde Staten kennen wetgeving op dit gebied, de
Europese Unie niet.

Sinds 2008 zijn boeren in Frankrijk 5 % meer bestrijdingsmiddelen gaan spuiten bij de teelt van druiven, terwijl de
ambitie is om het gebruik van gevaarlijke stoffen te verminderen.

1. Isde Commissie op de hoogte van de onderzoeksresultaten?

2. Welke maatregelen denkt de Commissie te nemen om het gebruik van bestrijdingsmiddelen ook in de
wijnbouw te verminderen, zoals in vrijwel alle andere sectoren in de Europese landbouw wel gebeurt? Indien de
Commissie geen maatregelen neemt, waarom niet?

3. Waarom heeft de Unie geen wetgeving voor residulimieten in wijn, terwijl landen als Australié en de Verenigde
Staten dit wel hebben?

4. Wat zijn de regels voor residulimieten van pesticiden in wijn? Is de Commissie voornemens voorstellen te doen
deze wetgeving aan te passen? Zo nee, waarom niet?

5. Vindt de Commissie ook dat het belang van de consument en de volksgezondheid voorrang heeft op het belang
van de wijnsector?

Vraag met verzoek om schriftelijk antwoord E-011147/13
aan de Commissie
Mark Demesmaeker (Verts/ALE)
(1 oktober 2013)

Betreft: Pesticiden in Franse wijnen

Franse wijnen zijn op grote schaal verontreinigd met landbouwgif. Dit bleek onlangs uit een onderzoek van de Franse
consumentenbond Que Choisir die een selectie van 92 flessen wijn — rood, wit en rosé — uit alle Franse wijnstreken,
waaronder Bordeaux en Bourgogne, liet onderzoeken in een laboratorium op de aanwezigheid van
bestrijdingsmiddelen.

Gemiddeld zijn per fles vier soorten gif te traceren. Het gaat onder meer om stoffen die als kankerverwekkend bekend
staan. In alle 92 flessen bleken pesticiden te zitten. Zelfs twee verboden substanties, het giftige bromopropylate en het
bestrijdingsmiddel carbendazim, werden aangetroffen. Eén Bordeaux-wijn (Mouton Cadet) bleek maar liefst
14 soorten landbouwgif te bevatten.

In deze context rijst de vraag naar de afdoendheid van de Europese wetgeving op vlak van voedselveiligheid en de
mate van consumentenbescherming. De Franse consumentenbond zegt zelf zich grote zorgen te maken, omdat
regelgeving vrijwel geheel ontbreekt. Voor wijnen bestaan er, in tegenstelling tot voor veel voedsel en dranken, geen
wettelijke maxima voor de hoeveelheid bestrijdingsmiddelen die er in mogen zitten.

Beaamt de Commissie de bezorgdheid van de vernoemde organisatie?

Zal de Commissie de Franse autoriteiten en de wijnsector contacteren om de resultaten te evalueren en hen aan te
sporen verbeteringen aan te brengen?

Is de Commissie van mening dat er maatregelen moeten worden genomen of voorstellen moeten komen om
dergelijke resultaten te voorkomen? Zo ja, welke maatregelen is ze van plan te nemen of welke voorstellen? Of vindt
de Commissie de huidige Europese wetgeving afdoende?
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Antwoord van de heer Borg namens de Commissie
(8 november 2013)

De Commissie is op de hoogte van de publicatie van de Franse consumentenbond. In de EU worden
maximumresidugehalten (MRL’s) voor onbewerkte landbouwproducten vastgesteld op basis van goede
landbouwpraktijken (GLP) en de laagste blootstelling van consumenten die noodzakelijk is met het oog op de
bescherming van kwetsbare consumenten ('). Dat betekent dat zowel voor druiven bestemd voor de productie van
wijn als voor tafeldruiven een MRL wordt vastgesteld. De lidstaten zijn verantwoordelijk voor de controles op
wijndruiven, waarbij wordt nagegaan of de MRL’s in acht worden genomen, zodat zij veilig zijn voor de consument.

Deze controles worden verricht op het onbewerkte product, zodat in geval van een overtreding dienaangaande
dadelijk handhavingsmaatregelen kunnen worden genomen. De lidstaten kunnen echter nog steeds de eindproducten
controleren, in voorkomend geval rekening houdend met de specifieke verwerkingsfactoren voor wijn, of in het
slechtste geval ervan uitgaande dat de niveaus in wijn dezelfde zijn als die in druiven. Zoals bekend leiden de
oenologische praktijken echter tot een aanzienlijk lager gehalte aan de meeste bestrijdingsmiddelen. Voor een volledig
overzicht van de blootstelling van de consument, met inbegrip van de cumulatieve blootstelling aan diverse residuen,
is wijn in het gecoordineerde programma van de EU opgenomen als een levensmiddel dat in 2013 zal worden
geanalyseerd.

Bovendien heeft Frankrijk overeenkomstig artikel 4 van Richtlijn 2009/128/EG een nationaal actieplan ingediend
voor de vermindering van de risico’s en de effecten van pesticidengebruik op de menselijke gezondheid en het milieu
en ter bevordering van de ontwikkeling van geintegreerde plaagbestrijding en alternatieve benaderingswijzen of
technieken om de afhankelijkheid van het gebruik van pesticiden te verminderen. De Commissie zal uiterlijk op
26 november 2014 aan het Europees Parlement en de Raad een verslag voorleggen over de informatie die de lidstaten
in verband met de nationale actieplannen hebben verstrekt.

() Verordening (EG) nr. 396/2005 van het Europees Parlement en de Raad van 23 februari 2005 tot vaststelling van maximumgehalten aan
bestrijdingsmiddelenresiduen in of op levensmiddelen en diervoeders van plantaardige en dierlijke oorsprong en houdende wijziging van
Richtlijn 91/414/EEG van de Raad.
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Question for written answer E-010963/13
to the Commission

Esther de Lange (PPE) and Ivo Belet (PPE)
(26 September 2013)

Subject: Residue limits for wine

An investigation performed by Que Choisir, the French consumer organisation, found pesticide traces in all 92 of the
wines analysed. 33 different pesticides were detected, 7 of which are known to be carcinogenic. Australia and the
United States have introduced legislation in this area, but the European Union has not.

Wine-growers in France now use 5% more pesticide than in 2008, even though the stated aim is to reduce the use of
hazardous substances.

1. Is the Commission aware of the results of this research?

2. What measures does the Commission intend to introduce to reduce the use of pesticides in viticulture, as is
happening in almost all other sectors of European agriculture? If the Commission is not planning to introduce such
measures, why not?

3. Why has the European Union not introduced any legislation on residue limits in wine, whereas countries such
as Australia and the United States have done so?

4. What are the rules on pesticide residue levels in wine? Does the Commission intend to present proposals to
amend this legislation? If not, why not?

5. Does the Commission agree that the interests of consumers and public health take precedence over the interests
of the wine industry?

Question for written answer E-011147/13
to the Commission
Mark Demesmaeker (Verts/ALE)
(1 October 2013)

Subject: Pesticides in French wines

There is large-scale contamination of French wines with agricultural toxins. This fact was discovered in an
investigation by the French consumer organisation Que Choisir, which had a selection of 92 bottles of wine — red,
white and rosé — from French growing areas, including Bordeaux and Bourgogne, laboratory tested for the presence
of pesticides.

On average, four different kinds of toxin could be detected per bottle, and these included known carcinogens.
Pesticides were found in all 92 bottles. Two prohibited substances — the toxic bromopropylate and the pesticide
carbendazim — were even found. One Bordeaux wine (Mouton Cadet) was found to contain at least 14 different
varieties of agricultural toxin.

In this context, the question arises as to the adequacy of European legislation in relation to food safety and the level of
consumer protection. The French consumer organisation in question says that it has major concerns because there is
an almost total lack of regulation. In contrast to food and drinks, there are no statutory maximum levels for pesticide
content in wines.

Does the Commission share Que Choisir's concern?

Will the Commission contact the French authorities and the wine industry in order to assess the results and urge them
to bring about improvements?

Does the Commission believe that measures need to be put in place or proposals brought forward in order to prevent
the recurrence of results of this kind? If so, what measures or proposals is it planning? Or does the Commission
believe that the current European legislation is sufficient?
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Joint answer given by Mr Borg on behalf of the Commission
(8 November 2013)

The Commission is well aware of the publication by the French consumer organisation. In the EU maximum residue
levels (MRLs) are established for raw agricultural products based on good agricultural practice (GAP) and the lowest
consumer exposure necessary to protect vulnerable consumers (). This includes the setting of MRLs for grapes
intended for wine production as well as for table grapes. Member States are responsible for controls on wine grapes to
check compliance with MRLs which makes sure that they are safe for consumers.

These controls take place on the raw product for which enforcement measures can then directly be taken in case of
non-compliances. Still, the Member States can control final products taking into account specific processing factors
for wine where available, or assuming as a worst case that the levels in wine are the same as those in grapes. It is
however well known that oenological practices lead to considerable decreases of most pesticides. In order to get a
complete overview on consumer exposure, including cumulative exposure to multiple residues, the EU coordinated
programme schedules wine as a food commodity to be analysed in 2013.

Furthermore, in compliance with Article 4 of Directive 2009/128/EC, France has submitted a National Action Plan
for the reduction of risks and impacts of pesticide use on human health and environment and to encourage the
development of integrated pest management and of alternative approaches or techniques in order to reduce
dependency on the use of pesticides. The Commission shall report to the European Parliament and Council on the
information communicated by the Member States in relation to the National Action Plans by 26 November 2014.

()  Regulation (EC) No 396/2005 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 February 2005 on maximum residue levels of pesticides in or
on food and feed of plant and animal origin and amending Council Directive 91/414/EC.
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Vraag met verzoek om schriftelijk antwoord P-010964/13
aan de Commissie
Corien Wortmann-Kool (PPE)
(1 oktober 2013)

Betreft: Aanbesteding hogesnelheidsspoor Nederland

Uit berichtgeving van het dagblad De Telegraaf van 25 september blijkt dat de NS (Nederlandse Spoorwegen) zijn
contractuele verplichtingen voor het hogesnelheidsspoor van Amsterdam naar de Belgische grens niet wil nakomen.
Wegens de technische problemen rond de Fyra wil de NS afzien van de aankoop van nieuwe hogesnelheidstreinen en
slechts intercity’s gaat inzetten op dit traject. Als deze plannen door de Nederlandse regering zouden worden
goedgekeurd, blijft een groot deel van de capaciteit van het hogesnelheidsspoor onderbenut. In de Nederlandse media
hebben echter berichten gecirculeerd dat andere partijen hebben aangegeven de exploitatie van hogesnelheidstreinen
op dit traject te willen overnemen, zodat er in de toekomst wel hogesnelheidstreinen kunnen rijden.

1. Kan de Nederlandse regering, in strijd met de Europese aanbestedingsnormen, eenzijdig besluiten de NS
toestemming te geven om intercity’s in plaats van hogesnelheidstreinen te laten rijden over het
hogesnelheidslijntraject?

2. Ishet bij de Commissie bekend dat er partijen zijn die mogelijk wel hogesnelheidstreinen willen laten rijden op
dit traject?

3. Isde Nederlandse regering conform Verordening (EG) nr. 1370/2007 verplicht om deze partijen een kans te
geven zodat zij kunnen meedingen naar de aanbesteding en hun treindienst kunnen aanbieden? Dit teneinde de
reiziger een hogesnelheidsverbinding met steden als Brussel, Londen of Parijs te verzekeren.

4. In het algemeen, hoe beoordeelt de Commissie de wijze waarop de Nederlandse staat met de aanbesteding van
de HSL is omgegaan? De aanbesteding is in de afgelopen jaren meerdere keren aangepast; is dit wel eerlijk naar andere
partijen die destijds buiten de boot vielen?

Antwoord van de heer Kallas namens de Commissie
(30 oktober 2013)

De hsl-concessie voor de exploitatie van internationale hogesnelheidstreinen tussen Amsterdam en Brussel is gegund
op basis van een concurrentiegerichte aanbestedingsprocedure op grond van Verordening (EG) nr. 1370/2007 (*). De
Commissie is van mening dat een vervanging van rollend materieel voor hogesnelheidstreinen door conventioneel
rollend materieel een aanzienlijke wijziging van het concessiecontract zal vormen. Volgens het Hof van Justitie
vereisen aanzienlijke wijzigingen van essentiéle bepalingen van een concessieovereenkomst voor diensten de gunning
van een nieuw contract (*) om transparantie van de procedures en van de gelijke behandeling van inschrijvers te
verzekeren.

Uit berichten in de pers blijkt dat tenminste twee spoorwegondernemingen concrete plannen zouden hebben voor de
exploitatie van hogesnelheidsdiensten op de lijn Brussel-Amsterdam als voortzetting van diensten uit Londen.

Overeenkomstig Verordening (EG) nr. 1370/2007 zal de Nederlandse, bevoegde autoriteit de keuze hebben ofwel
opnieuw een hogesnelheidsconcessie te gunnen op basis van een openbare aanbestedingsprocedure ofwel
rechtstreeks de concessieovereenkomst te gunnen.

De Commissie beschikt niet over gedetailleerde informatie over wijzigingen van de voorwaarden inzake de hsl-
concessie. Indien de wijzigingen van essentiéle bepalingen echter van aanzienlijke aard waren geweest, kon de
gunning van een nieuw contract noodzakelijk zijn geweest.

() Verordening (EG) nr. 1370/2007 van het Europees Parlement en van de Raad van 23 oktober 2007 betreffende het openbaar personenvervoer per
spoor en over de weg en tot intrekking van Verordening (EEG) nr. 1191/69 van de Raad en Verordening (EEG) nr. 1107/70 van de Raad, PB L 315
van 3.12.2007, blz. 1.

() ZaakC — 337/98 Commissie tegen Franse Republiek, Jurispr. 2000, blz. 1-8377, punten 44 en46, Zaak C-454/06 Pressetext
Nachrichtenagentur, Jurispr. 2008 blz. I-4401, punt 34 Wall AG, Jurispr. 2010, blz.1-02815, punten 37 en 38.
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Question for written answer P-010964/13
to the Commission
Corien Wortmann-Kool (PPE)
(1 October 2013)

Subject: The tender for the Dutch high-speed rail network

A report in the Dutch daily newspaper, De Telegraaf, from 25 September, has revealed how Nederlandse Spoorwegen
(Dutch Railways) is ducking its contractual obligations for the high-speed rail-link from Amsterdam to the Belgian
border. Because of the technical problems surrounding the Fyra high-speed train, Nederlandse Spoorwegen wants to
abandon the purchase of new high-speed trains and just use intercity trains on this route. If these plans are approved
by the Dutch Government, a large proportion of the high-speed rail network’s capacity will be underused. Reports
have been circulating in the Dutch media about other parties who have indicated that they would be willing to take
over running high-speed trains on this route, so that high-speed trains could indeed operate on the route in the future.

1. Can the Dutch Government unilaterally decide to grant Nederlandse Spoorwegen authorisation to operate
intercity trains on the high-speed rail network, instead of high-speed trains, contrary to EU public procurement
regulations?

2. Isthe Commission aware that there are parties who may wish to operate high-speed trains on this route?

3. Is the Dutch Government required to provide the said parties with an opportunity to be able to compete in the
tender and offer their train services, as specified under Regulation (EC) No 1370/2007, thereby offering passengers a
high-speed rail connection to cities such as Brussels, London and Paris?

4. In general, what is the Commission’s assessment of the manner in which the Dutch State has tackled tendering
for the high-speed rail line? The terms of the tender have been modified several times in recent years — is this fair
towards other parties who were sidelined at the time?

Answer given by Mr Kallas on behalf of the Commission
(30 October 2013)

The High Speed Line-(HSL) concession for operating international high-speed rail services between Amsterdam and
Brussels has been awarded based on a competitive award procedure pursuant to Regulation (EC) No 1370/2007 ().
The Commission considers that a replacement of high-speed rolling stock by conventional rolling stock would
constitute a substantial amendment to the concession contract. According to the Court of Justice, in order to ensure
transparency of procedures and equal treatment of tenderers, substantial amendments to essential provisions of a
service concession contract require the award of a new contract (%).

Information from the press indicates that at least two railway undertakings would have concrete plans to operate
high-speed services on the Brussels-Amsterdam route as a continuation of services originating in London.

According to Regulation (EC) No 1370/2007 the Dutch competent authority would have the choice of either re-
awarding the high-speed concession based on a public tender procedure or directly awarding the concession contract.

The Commission has no substantiated information about modifications of the terms of the HSL-concession.
However, if modifications to essential provisions had been of a substantial nature, the award of a new contract might
have been necessary.

()  Regulation (EC) No 1370/2007 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 October 2007 on public passenger transport services by rail
and by road and repealing Council Regulations (EEC) Nos 1191/69 and 1107/70, O] L 315, 3.12.2007.

() Case C-337/98 Commission v France [2000] ECR 1-8377, paragraphs 44 and 46, Case C-454/06 Pressetext Nachrichtenagentur [2008] ECR I-
4401, paragraph 34) and Case C-91/08 Wall AG [2010] ECR I- 02815, paragraph 37 and 38.
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Pregunta con solicitud de respuesta escrita P-010965/13
ala Comision (Vicepresidenta/Alta Representante)
Francisco Sosa Wagner (NI)

(26 de septiembre de 2013)

Asunto: VP[HR — Investigacion de la masacre en el campo de refugiados iranies de Ashraf (Irak)

El pasado 1 de septiembre el campo de refugiados iranies de Ashraf fue atacado por fuerzas iraquies que acabaron con
la vida de cincuenta y dos personas y secuestraron a otras siete. El ataque fue dirigido contra un centenar de miembros
del grupo Muyahidin Jalq, organizacién contraria al régimen de Teherdn protegido por la Cuarta Convencion de
Ginebra.

Aunque el ataque fue condenado desde un primer momento por la comunidad internacional, ni la Alta Representante
de la Union para Asuntos Exteriores y Politica de Seguridad ni otros responsables occidentales han pedido que se lleve
a cabo una investigacion exhaustiva e independiente por parte de la ONU y se ofrezca mayor proteccion a los
supervivientes de este suceso y al resto de miembros de este grupo. La Union Europea se ha limitado a pedir a las
autoridades iraquies que aclaren las circunstancias de esta matanza; la ONU, a pedir al gobierno de Bagdad una
investigacion imparcial y sin demora.

1. ¢No cree conveniente la Comisién insistir ante la ONU para que sea ella quien lleve a cabo una investigacion
exhaustiva e independiente sobre la masacre ocurrida en el campo de Ashraf?

2. ¢Le parece oportuno a la Comisién pedir ala ONU que sus cascos azules ofrezcan una proteccién especial a los
refugiados miembros de Muyahidin Jalq que viven en el campo de Liberty en Irak?

Respuesta de la Alta Representante y Vicepresidenta Ashton en nombre de la Comisién
(28 de octubre de 2013)

La AR/VP sigue muy de cerca la situacion de Irak, incluida la cuestién de los refugiados de los campos de Ashraf y
Hurriya.

El Gobierno de Irak ha sido responsable de la seguridad del campo de Ashraf desde 2009, cuando las fuerzas de los
Estados Unidos en Irak le transfirieron su control. De acuerdo con los términos del Memorando de Acuerdo entre las
NU y el Gobierno de Irak, este también era responsable de garantizar la seguridad del traslado de los refugiados al
campo de Hurriya y de la seguridad del propio campo.

La AR/VP condend ptiblicamente el ataque el 1 de septiembre de 2013 y pidié que se hiciera rendir cuentas a los
responsables. También acogié positivamente en ese momento la decision del Gobierno de Irak de iniciar la
investigacion de los hechos ocurridos. Desde entonces ha reclamado a las autoridades iraquies que cumplan con sus
responsabilidades y realicen una investigacion exhaustiva e imparcial de los actos violentos. También planteé la
cuestion al entrevistarse con el Ministro de Asuntos Exteriores de Irak Hoshyar Zebari los dias 11 y 24 de septiembre
de 2013.

En el marco de su mandato, la Misién de Asistencia de las NU para Iraq (UNAMI) efectud en el pasado visitas regulares
de control de los derechos humanos al campo de Ashraf. Tras el ataque, la UNAMI visit6 los lugares de los hechos
para evaluar la situacién del campo de Ashraf, confirmando los actos violentos y la necesidad de que el Gobierno de
Irak realice una investigacién publica e imparcial.

La AR/VP seguird insistiendo en que el Gobierno de Irak realice una investigacion completa del ataque del 1 de
septiembre de 2013. Seguird reclamando al Gobierno de Irak que cumpla sus obligaciones y garantice la seguridad de
los refugiados del campo de Hurriya.
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Question for written answer P-010965/13
to the Commission (Vice-President/High Representative)
Francisco Sosa Wagner (NI)
(26 September 2013)

Subject: VP[HR — Investigation into the massacre of Iranian refugees at Camp Ashraf in Iraq

On 1 September 2013, Iraqi forces carried out an attack on Camp Ashraf, which houses Iranian refugees. Fifty-two
people were killed and seven others abducted. The attack was directed against a hundred members of the Mojahedin-
e-Khalq (MEK) group, an organisation which opposes the regime in Tehran and is protected under the Fourth Geneva
Convention.

Although the attack was immediately condemned by the international community, neither the High Representative
of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy nor other Western officials have called for a thorough and
independent UN investigation and for more protection for the survivors of the attack and other members of the
group. The European Union has merely asked the Iraqi authorities to clarify the circumstances surrounding the
killings; and the UN has only asked the Government in Baghdad to carry out an impartial investigation without delay.

1. Does the Commission not think it should urge the UN to conduct a thorough and independent investigation
into the massacre at Camp Ashraf?

2. Does the Commission think it appropriate to call for UN peacekeepers to provide special protection for MEK
refugees living in Camp Liberty in Iraq?

Answer given by High Representative|Vice-President Ashton on behalf of the Commission
(28 October 2013)

The HR/VP follows the situation in Iraq very closely, including the question of the residents of Camps Ashraf and
Hurriya.

The Government of Iraq (Gol) has had responsibility over the security of Camp Ashraf since 2009, when the United
States Forces in Iraq transferred control of the camp to them. Under the terms of the 2011 Memorandum of
Understanding between the UN and the Gol, the latter was also responsible for ensuring the safe transportation of
residents to Camp Hurriya and the security of Camp Hurriya itself.

The HR/VP publicly condemned the attack on 1 September 2013 and called for those responsible to be held
accountable. At the time she also welcomed the Government of Iraq’s decision to open an enquiry into the events.
Since then, she has repeatedly called on the Iraqi authorities to fulfil their responsibility and to conduct a thorough
and impartial investigation into the violence. She also raised the issue when speaking with Iraq’s Foreign Minister
Hoshyar Zebari on 11 and 24 September 201 3.

Acting within its mandate, the UN Assistance Mission in Iraq (UNAMI) had in the past conducted regular human
rights monitoring visits to Camp Ashraf. Following the attack, UNAMI conducted an on-site visit to assess the
situation in Camp Ashraf, which confirmed the violence and the need for the Gol to conduct a public and impartial

enquiry.

The HR/VP will continue to insist that the Government of Iraq conducts a full investigation into to the attack of
1 September 2013. She will also continue to call on the Government of Iraq to fulfil its obligations by ensuring the
safety of the residents of Camp Hurriya.
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Pregunta con solicitud de respuesta escrita E-010966/13
ala Comisiéon
Rosa Estaras Ferragut (PPE)
(26 de septiembre de 2013)

Asunto: Discapacidad y educacion

Considerando que la educacién es la via de entrada a una participacion plena en la sociedad y que sin ella los
ciudadanos verdn minada su capacidad para disfrutar de plenos derechos y asumir funciones importantes en la
sociedad, principalmente por medio del empleo productivo,

Considerando el articulo 24 de la Convencion de las Naciones Unidas sobre los Derechos de las Personas con
Discapacidad,

Considerando el articulo 5 de la Estrategia Europea sobre Discapacidad 2010-2020, en el que la Comision se
comprometid a respaldar una educacién y una formacién inclusivas,

Considerando la respuesta de la Comision Europea, con fecha 4 de septiembre del 2013 (c6digo E-008753/2013), a
mi pregunta parlamentaria, donde se hace referencia a la futura publicacién por parte de la Comisién Europea de
unos documentos sobre educacién en materia de emprendimiento a finales del 2013,

1. ¢Podria indicar la Comision en qué estado se encuentran actualmente dichos documentos y en qué fecha tiene
prevista la Comision Europea su publicacién?

2. ¢Enqué medida tienen en consideracion estos documentos la educacion y formacion inclusivas?

3. ¢En qué temas considera la Comision que la informacién contenida en dichos documentos puede aportar una
contribucién a la ya existente Comunicacion de la Comision Europea «Un nuevo concepto de educacién»?

Respuesta de la Sra. Vassiliou en nombre de la Comision
(21 de noviembre de 2013)

La Comunicacién «Un nuevo concepto de educacion» ('), de noviembre de 2012, anunci6 una serie de acciones sobre
la educacion para el emprendimiento, una de las cuales es la recopilacion de los datos pertinentes de que se dispone en
los Estados miembros. El informe correspondiente serd elaborado por el Grupo de Trabajo Tematico sobre la
Educacién para el Emprendimiento, en el que participan la Comision, expertos gubernamentales nacionales y otras
partes interesadas pertinentes, y se publicard a principios de 2014.

En él se informard sobre los factores de éxito a escala politica, entre ellos el desarrollo de los educadores, los resultados
del aprendizaje, el compromiso de las partes interesadas, asi como los planes de estudios y la pedagogia en relacién
con la educacién para el emprendimiento. El Grupo ha adoptado un enfoque inclusivo a fin de garantizar que su
trabajo sea pertinente para todos los alumnos de todos los sectores de la educacion y la formacién. A pesar de que el
informe no abordarad especificamente la educacién de alumnos con necesidades especiales, deberd ser de utilidad para
la misma.

En «Un nuevo concepto de educacién» también se menciona la colaboracién con la OCDE en un marco de orientacién
destinado a los centros de educacién para el emprendimiento. En noviembre de 2013 deberd publicarse la version que
trata sobre la ensefianza superior, mientras que la versién sobre los centros de educacién y formacién profesionales se
elaborard alo largo de 2014.

()  COM(2012) 669 http:/[ec.europa.eufeducation/news/rethinking_en.htm
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Question for written answer E-010966/13
to the Commission
Rosa Estaras Ferragut (PPE)
(26 September 2013)

Subject: Disability and education

Considering that education is the gateway towards full participation in society and without it citizens’ capacity to
enjoy their full rights and take on important responsibilities in society is diminished, primarily via productive
employment,

Considering Article 24 of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities;

Considering that in Article 5 of the European Disability Strategy 2010-2020, the Commission undertook to support
inclusive education and training,

Considering the Commission’s reply to my Parliamentary Question, dated 4 September 2013 (reference E-
008753/2013), which refers to the future publication by the Commission towards the end of 2013 of some
documents on entrepreneurship education,

1. Could the Commission indicate what stage the publication of said documents has reached, and what is the
Commission’s expected publication date?

2. To what extent do these documents take into account inclusive education and training?

3. In what areas does the Commission consider that the information contained in these documents can contribute
to the Commission’s previous Communication entitled ‘A new concept of education’?

Answer given by Ms Vassiliou on behalf of the Commission
(21 November 2013)

The Rethinking Education communication of November 2012 (*) announced a series of actions on entrepreneurship
education, one of which being the collection of relevant data available in Member States. This report will be a product
of the Thematic Working Group on Entrepreneurship Education — composed of the Commission, national
governmental experts and other relevant stakeholders — and will be published in early 2014.

It will report on policy-level success factors including educator development, learning outcomes, stakeholder
commitment as well as curricula and pedagogies related to entrepreneurship education. The Group has taken an
inclusive approach to ensure that its work is relevant to all learners and across all sectors of education and training.
While the report will not address special needs education specifically, it will nevertheless be of relevance to it.

The Rethinking Education communication also mentions collaborating with the OECD on a guidance framework for
entrepreneurial education institutions. The version addressing higher education is due to be published in
November 2013, while the version dealing with schools and vocational education and training will be developed in
the course of 2014.

()  COM(2012) 669 http:/[ec.europa.eufeducation/news/rethinking_en.htm
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Pregunta con solicitud de respuesta escrita E-010967/13
ala Comisiéon
Rosa Estaras Ferragut (PPE)
(26 de septiembre de 2013)

Asunto: Acta Europea de Accesibilidad

Por «accesibilidad» se entiende el acceso de las personas con discapacidad, en las mismas condiciones que el resto de la
poblacién, al entorno fisico, al transporte, a las tecnologias y los sistemas de la informacion y las comunicaciones
(TIC), y a otras instalaciones y servicios.

Desde que en mayo de 2000 se publicara la Comunicacién de la Comision «Hacia una Europa sin barreras para las
personas con discapacidady, la accesibilidad universal y el enfoque «disefio para todos» se han convertido en uno de
los principales retos de la UE.

El articulo 3 de la Convencién de Naciones Unidas sobre los Derechos de las Personas con Discapacidad reconoce la
accesibilidad como uno de sus principios generales.

La accesibilidad es una de las prioridades de la Estrategia 2010-2020.

Hechos como la presentacion de la propuesta de Directiva sobre la accesibilidad de los sitios web de los organismos
del sector publico llevada a cabo por la Comision Europea, la preparacion por parte de la Comisién Europea de un
informe sobre los primeros afios de aplicacion de la Estrategia Europea sobre Discapacidad 2010-2020, asi como la
publicacién de un informe de la Comision Europea sobre la aplicacién de la Directiva 2000/78/CE este mismo afio,
evidencian un claro avance en el dmbito de la Estrategia Europea sobre Discapacidad 2010-2020.

A la vista de todo lo anterior, spodria indicar la Comisién en qué estado se encuentra la publicacion del Acta Europea
de Accesibilidad y qué fecha tiene prevista para la misma?

;Considera la Comision oportuno conceder caracter vinculante a las disposiciones del Acta?

Respuesta de la Sra. Reding en nombre de la Comision
(11 de noviembre de 2013)

La Comision ha llevado a cabo trabajos preparatorios para evaluar el impacto de las posibles medidas de mejora de la
accesibilidad de bienes y servicios en el mercado interior.

Un estudio ha sido contratado para apoyar la recogida de datos socioeconémicos sobre posibles medidas de mejora
de la accesibilidad. Los resultados del estudio se han utilizado para la preparacién de la mencionada evaluacion de
impacto.

Con el fin de documentar en mayor medida el proceso, una reunién de alto nivel estd prevista para diciembre de 2013
con la vicepresidenta Reding y el vicepresidente Tajani y algunos presidentes de empresas europeas que operan en
ambitos clave de la accesibilidad, principalmente en relacién con la construccion, los transportes y las tecnologfas de
la informacion y la comunicacion.

Las conclusiones de esta reunion servirin de complemento a los trabajos preparatorios de los servicios de la Comision
y permitirdn identificar las medidas mds adecuadas para mejorar la accesibilidad de bienes y servicios en la Unién
Europea. El objetivo es presentar una propuesta de medidas vinculantes que combine tanto la mejora de la
accesibilidad como el potencial de crecimiento para las empresas de la UE.
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Question for written answer E-010967/13
to the Commission
Rosa Estaras Ferragut (PPE)
(26 September 2013)

Subject: European Accessibility Act

‘Accessibility’ is understood to mean the same conditions of access for people with disabilities as for the rest of the
population, with regard to the physical environment, transport, technology, information and communications (ITC)
systems and other installations and services.

Accessibility for all and the ‘design for all’ focus have become key challenges for the EU since the publication in
May 2000 of the Commission Communication ‘Towards a barrier-free Europe for people with disabilities’,

Article 3 of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities recognises accessibility as one of
its general principles.

Accessibility is one of the priorities of the 2010-2020 Strategy.

The progress made under the 2010-2020 European Disability Strategy is clearly shown by the Commission’s
presentation of its proposal for a directive on accessibility on the websites of public sector bodies, by its preparation
of a report on the first years of implementation of the 2010-2020 European Disability Strategy, and by the
publication, this year, of its report on implementation of Directive 2000/78/EC.

In view of the above, could the Commission indicate what stage the publication of the European Accessibility Act has
reached, and what is its expected publication date?

Does the Commission think it a good idea to make the Act’s provisions binding in nature?

Answer given by Mrs Reding on behalf of the Commission
(11 November 2013)

The Commission has carried out preparatory work to assess the impact of possible measures to improve the
accessibility of goods and services in the internal market.

A study has been contracted to support the gathering of socio economic data of possible measures to improve
accessibility. The outcome of the study has been used for the preparation of the related Impact Assessment.

In order to further inform the process a high level meeting is planned for December 2013 with Vice-Presidents
Reding and Tajani and a number of CEOs of European companies active in key areas for accessibility, mainly related
to the built environment, transport, and information and communication technologies.

The conclusions of this meeting will complement the preparatory work of the Commission services and would allow
the identification of the most appropriate measures for improving the accessibility of goods and services in the
European Union. The objective is to present a proposal for binding measures that would combine both, improvement
of accessibility and growth potential for EU companies.
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Pregunta con solicitud de respuesta escrita E-010968/13
ala Comisiéon
Francisco Sosa Wagner (NI)
(26 de septiembre de 2013)

Asunto: Desequilibrio en la inversion del sector privado en I+D+i en los diferentes Estados miembros — El caso de
Espafia

La UE apuesta desde hace afios por la investigacion y el desarrollo tecnolégico como motor para lograr un
crecimiento inteligente, sostenible e integrador. La Estrategia de Lisboa en el afio 2000, Europa 2020 y el Proyecto
Europa 2030 han apostado por que la Unién destine el 3 % de su PIB a I+D+i y que el sector privado financie dos
terceras partes de ese gasto. Ese objetivo solo podrd ser alcanzado si los Estados miembros muestran un compromiso
firme.

El programa Horizonte 2020 se ocupard, a partir del 1 de enero de 2014 y hasta el 31 de diciembre de 2020, de guiar
los pasos de la UE en materia de investigacién e innovaciéon. Con este instrumento se persigue aumentar la
coordinacién de politicas y estimular la investigacion en Europa. Impulsar el compromiso politico de los Estados
miembros debe ser también una prioridad para la Uni6n. Sus instituciones deben mantenerse alerta y con los medios
a su alcance «convencer» a los Estados miembros de lo importante de alcanzar el objetivo econémico fijado en materia
de I+D+i.

En Espafia la situacién es preocupante. Los recortes en el gasto pablico estdin dando lugar a la paralizacion de
proyectos y a la «fuga» de cerebros. Los investigadores piden desesperadamente que el Estado dé un paso atrds y
aumente de nuevo el gasto ptiblico destinado a I+D+i. La situacion se ve agravada porque en Espaiia es el sector
publico el que sostiene y financia en gran medida la investigacion llevada a cabo tanto por instituciones publicas
como privadas. El sector privado no financia las dos terceras partes del gasto en [+D+i como pide Europa, ni se sirve
de todos los fondos puestos a su disposicién por el sector pablico para desarrollar nuevos proyectos, como ha
quedado patente en el afio 2012. Ese esfuerzo empresarial nulo debe ser también contemplado como causa del
descalabro del sector de [+D+i en Espaiia y de la dificil situacion en la que se encuentran sus investigadores.

¢Tiene conocimiento la Comision de la escasa contribucion del sector privado a la financiacién del gasto en [+D+i en
Espafia? ;Le parece que la realidad descrita acerca a la UE al éxito en la consecucion de su objetivo de gasto en [+D+i
contemplado en la Estrategia de Lisboa y Europa 2020? ;Sabe si esta situacion se repite en otros Estados miembros?
¢No le parece imprescindible fomentar el compromiso en los distintos Estados miembros para emprender acciones
que multipliquen el esfuerzo empresarial en materia de [+D+i?

Respuesta de la Sra. Geoghegan-Quinn en nombre de la Comisién
(13 de noviembre de 2013)

El informe de resultados en materia de investigacion e innovacién en los Estados miembros de la UE y los paises
asociados (') publicado por la Comisién presenta los dltimos datos disponibles sobre investigacion e innovacion,
incluidas las inversiones de las empresas en [+D. Durante el periodo 2000-2011, las empresas espafiolas aumentaron
sus inversiones en [+D de un 0,49 a un 0,70 % del PIB, lo cual, no obstante, sigue estando muy por debajo de la media
de la UE del 1,26 % del PIB en 2011. Aunque las empresas espafiolas duplicaron con creces su gasto en I+D en
términos reales durante el periodo 2000-2008, la crisis econdmica y los problemas de liquidez han invertido esta
tendencia: el gasto de las empresas en I+D alcanzé su valor maximo en términos reales en 2008, pero disminuy6 un
6,27 % en 2009 y otro 0,81 % en 2010. Las empresas de los sectores de la alimentacion, el automévil y la
construccién aplicaron los recortes mds fuertes.

A nivel de la UE, el gasto de las empresas en [+D ha seguido aumentando durante la crisis, hasta alcanzar un nivel del
1,26 % del PIB en 2011 en comparacién con el 1,18 % de 2007. Sin embargo, es evidente que si se limita a mantener
la actual tendencia, Europa no alcanzard para el afio 2020 el objetivo de intensidad en I+D (ptblica y privada) del 3 %
establecido en la estrategia Europa 2020. Por este motivo, en su Estudio Prospectivo Anual sobre el Crecimiento (%), la
Comision hizo hincapié en la necesidad de redoblar esfuerzos y mejorar las condiciones marco a nivel nacional con el
fin de aumentar los niveles de inversién privada en I+D y de impulsar la innovacidn, y muchos paises asi lo hacen, por
ejemplo, mediante el uso de incentivos fiscales y de los Fondos Estructurales. En el marco del Semestre Europeo, la
Comision seguird supervisando los esfuerzos realizados por los Estados miembros en este sentido y dirigiéndoles
recomendaciones segtin convenga.

() http://ec.europa.eu/research/innovation-union/pdf/state-of-the-union/2012/innovation_union_progress_at_country_level_2013.pdf
() http:[/ec.europa.eu/europe2020/making-it-happen/annual-growth-surveys/index_en.htm



3.7.2014 Dziennik Urzedowy Unii Europejskiej C208/127

(English version)

Question for written answer E-010968/13
to the Commission
Francisco Sosa Wagner (NI)
(26 September 2013)

Subject: Imbalance in private sector investment in R+D+i in the various Member States — The situation in Spain

For years, the EU has favoured research and technological development as an engine of smart, sustainable and
inclusive growth. The Lisbon strategy in 2000, EU 2020 and Project Europe 2030 have aimed for the EU to allocate
3% of its GDP to R+D+i, and for the private sector to fund two-thirds of that spending. That objective can only be
achieved if the Member States demonstrate a firm commitment.

Beginning on 1 January 2014 and continuing until 31 December 2020, the Horizon 2020 initiative will aim to guide
the EU’s actions in regard to research and innovation. This initiative seeks to increase policy coordination and
stimulate research in Europe. Encouraging the political commitment of the Member States must also be a priority for
the EU. Its institutions must remain alert and be prepared to ‘convince’ Member States of the importance of achieving
the economic target for R+D+i.

In Spain, the situation is worrisome. Cuts in public spending are resulting in projects being halted, as well as a brain
‘drain’. Researchers are desperately asking the State to take a step back and again increase public spending allocated to
R+D+i. The situation is worsened by the fact that in Spain, the public sector largely sustains and funds the research
conducted by both public and private institutions. The private sector does not fund two-thirds of R+D+i spending, as
Europe asks it to do. It does not even make use of all of the funds that the public sector places at its disposal to
develop new projects, as was made evident in 2012. This lack of enterprise effort must be considered as an additional
cause of the chaos in the R+D+i sector in Spain and the difficult situation in which Spanish researchers find
themselves.

Is the Commission aware of the private sector’s paltry contribution to the funding of R+D+i spending in Spain? Does
it think that this state of affairs brings the EU closer to achieving its R+D+i spending target established in the Lisbon
strategy and EU 2020? Does it know whether this situation also exists in other Member States? Does it not think it
essential to encourage the various Member States’ commitment to undertake actions that multiply enterprise effort in
regard to R+D+i?

Answer given by Ms Geoghegan-Quinn on behalf of the Commission
(13 November 2013)

The Commission report ‘Research and Innovation performance in EU Member States and Associated countries’ (')
presents the latest available data on research and innovation including business investment in R&D. Over the period
2000-2011, Spanish enterprises increased their R&D investment from 0.49% to 0.70% of GDP, which, however,
remains significantly below the EU average of 1.26% of GDP in 2011. While Spanish firms more than doubled their
R&D expenditure in real terms over the period 2000-2008, the economic crisis and liquidity constraints have
reversed this trend: business R&D expenditure reached a peak in real terms in 2008 but fell by 6.27% in 2009 and by
another 0.81% in 2010. Firms in the food, automobiles and construction sectors made the strongest cuts.

At the level of the EU, business expenditure on R&D has continued to increase during the crisis, reaching a level of
1.26% of GDP in 2011 compared to 1.18% in 2007. However, it is clear that by merely continuing the current trend
Europe will not reach by 2020 the Europe 2020 R&D (public and private) intensity target of 3%. This is why, in its
Annual Growth Survey, () the Commission stressed the need to intensify efforts and to improve framework
conditions at the national level to raise levels of private R&D investment and to drive innovation and many countries
do so, for instance through the use of fiscal incentives and the Structural Funds. In the context of the European
Semester, the Commission will continue to monitor the efforts the Member States make in this direction and to
propose recommendations to them as appropriate.

() http://ec.europa.eu/research/innovation-union/pdf/state-of-the-union/2012/innovation_union_progress_at_country_level_2013.pdf
() http:[/ec.europa.eu/europe2020/making-it-happen/annual-growth-surveys/index_en.htm
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Pregunta con solicitud de respuesta escrita E-010969/13
ala Comisiéon
Ramon Tremosa i Balcells (ALDE)
(26 de septiembre de 2013)

Asunto: Sostenibilidad econémica de algunos proyectos de estaciones de AVE en Zamora, una de ellas en un pueblo
de 28 habitantes — orientaciones RTE-T y articulo 4, apartado 1, del Reglamento (UE) n° 4732013

El Ministerio de Fomento planea dos estaciones de AVE en Zamora, una de ellas en un pueblo de 28 habitantes. El
Ministerio de Ana Pastor estudia ahora la viabilidad de la terminal de alta velocidad disefiada para la mindscula
pedania de Otero de Sanabria, prevista desde 2009. En la zona de Sanabria se han suprimido lineas con trenes que
circulaban sin viajeros (').

Segtin la redaccién del trazado del futuro AVE Madrid-Galicia, la provincia de Zamora (190 000 habitantes) contard
con dos estaciones de alta velocidad. Una, prevista para 2012 y todavia sin abrir, estard en la capital zamorana
(65 000 habitantes). La otra se pensé para 2014 en un lugar mds furtivo atn, el municipio de 28 habitantes de Otero
de Sanabria. El Ministerio acaba de pedir un estudio de viabilidad de una siempre costosisima estacion en la pedania
mindscula de la comarca sanabresa (menos de 7 000 habitantes).

El articulo 4, apartado, 1 del Reglamento (EU) n° 473/2013 afirma que «[...] Los planes fiscales nacionales a medio
plazo o los programas nacionales de reforma incluirdn indicaciones sobre el rendimiento econémico esperado de los
proyectos de inversiones publicas fuera del dmbito de la defensa que tengan importantes repercusiones
presupuestarias [...]».

¢sTiene la Comisién conocimiento de estos proyectos de AVE?

¢Considera la Comision que el dispendio dedicado a la alta velocidad en Espafia, en particular estos tltimos proyectos
de estacién de AVE, respetan las nuevas normas RTE-T y el principio de coste-beneficio?

¢Ha recibido la Comisién un estudio sobre los retornos econémicos de esta infraestructura y, en particular, se han
implicado fondos de financiacién europeos?

¢No cree la Comisién que el gasto de partida no estd de acuerdo con los objetivos ligados al protocolo de déficit
excesivo?

Respuesta del Sr. Kallas en nombre de la Comision
(4 de noviembre de 2013)

La Comision es consciente de la red ferroviaria existente y planificada en Espafia, una parte importante de la cual estd
disefiada para la alta velocidad, incluida la linea que une Madrid-Valladolid con Galicia a través de Zamora.

La Comisién reconoce que la red de alta velocidad actual en Espafia es muy amplia y ambiciosa, aunque los costes
unitarios en ella estdn bastante por debajo de la media de la UE.

Es preciso evaluar el valor que tienen los proyectos ferroviarios compatibles con la alta velocidad de la peninsula
Ibérica para proporcionar interoperabilidad en términos del ancho UIC y del sistema de sefializacién y control
ERTMS; teniendo presente lo anterior, una parte de estas lineas se utilizardn para el transporte ferroviario de carga y
pasajeros, en una combinacion de alta velocidad y ferrocarril convencional.

La Comision no dispone de los datos relativos a las estaciones de ferrocarril en Zamora, para las que no se ha
proporcionado financiacion de la RTE-T y, por lo tanto, no puede emitir un dictamen detallado sobre su coherencia

con la estabilidad macroeconémica.

Sobre la citada linea de Galicia, no obstante, vale la pena sefialar que, recientemente, el Ministro espafiol de Fomento
anuncié una revisién del proyecto, que inclufa una significativa reduccion de costes.

() http://vozpopuli.com/economia-y-finanzas/32152-fomento-planea-dos-estaciones-de-ave-en-zamora-una-en-un-pueblo-de-28-habitantes
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Question for written answer E-010969/13
to the Commission
Ramon Tremosa i Balcells (ALDE)
(26 September 2013)

Subject: Economic sustainability of some high-speed train (HST) station projects in Zamora, one in a town of 28
residents — Trans-European Transport Network (TEN-T) guidelines and Article 4(1) of Regulation (EU) No 473/2013

The Ministry of Public Works is planning two HST stations in Zamora, one in a town of 28 residents. The Ministry,
headed by Ana Pastor, is currently studying the feasibility of the high-speed train station intended for the tiny hamlet
of Otero de Sanabria, planned since 2009. Around Sanabria, train lines that were running without passengers have
been eliminated (').

According to the planned design of the future Madrid-Galicia HST route, the province of Zamora (with a population
of 190 000) will have two high-speed train stations. One, planned for 2012 but not yet opened, will be in Zamora’s
capital (with a population of 65 000). The other is planned for 2014 in an even more remote location — the town of
28 residents, Otero de Sanabria. The Ministry has just requested a feasibility study of the station, which is sure to be
extremely expensive, in the tiny hamlet in the Sanabrian region (with a population of less than 7 000).

Article 4(1) of Regulation (EU) No 473/2013 states that ‘[...] national medium-term fiscal plans or national reform
programmes shall include indications on the expected economic returns on non-defence public investment projects
that have a significant budgetary impact.[...]".

Is the Commission aware of these HST projects?

Does the Commission take the view that the excessive sums spent on high speed in Spain, particularly these latest
HST station projects, respect the new TEN-T guidelines and the cost-benefit principle?

Has the Commission received a study on the economic returns of this infrastructure and, in particular, have EU funds
been involved?

Does the Commission not believe that the spending is prima facie in discord with the objectives related to the protocol
on the excessive deficit procedure?

Answer given by Mr Kallas on behalf of the Commission
(4 November 2013)

The Commisison is aware of the existing and planned rail network in Spain, a large part of which is designed for high-
speed, including the line connecting Madrid-Valladolid to Galicia via Zamora.

The Commission acknowledges that the current high-speed network in Spain is very wide and ambitious, although
unit costs in Spain are considerably lower than the EU average.

Railway projects compatible with high-speed in the Iberian peninsula have to be assessed for their value in bringing
about interoperability in terms of UIC gauge and ERTMS signalling and control system; bearing that in mind, part of

these lines will be used for freight and passenger rail transport, combining high speed and conventional rail.

The Commission does not dispose of the detail concerning railway stations in Zamora, for which no TEN-T funding
has been provided, and therefore cannot express a detailed opinion on its consistency with macroeconomic stability.

Concerning the abovementioned line to Galicia, however, it is worth pointing out that recently a project revision
including a significant cost reduction has been announced by the Spanish Minister for Fomento.

() http://vozpopuli.com/economia-y-finanzas/32152-fomento-planea-dos-estaciones-de-ave-en-zamora-una-en-un-pueblo-de-28-habitantes
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Pregunta con solicitud de respuesta escrita E-010970/13
ala Comisiéon
Ifiaki Irazabalbeitia Ferndndez (Verts/ALE)
(26 de septiembre de 2013)

Asunto: Asesinato fascista en Grecia

La Unidn Europea defiende valores democréticos que se extienden al conjunto de su territorio, valores comunes en el
marco del cumplimiento del acervo de la Unién y del respeto a los derechos fundamentales.

Desgraciadamente, acontecimientos como el asesinato del joven artista Pavlos Fyssas en Grecia, a manos de
miembros del partido fascista y ultraderechista Amanecer Dorado, empafian la democracia, la paz y el respeto a la
vida.

Grecia, en su compleja situacion econdmica y social, sufre la existencia de esa organizacion politica que, a juicio de los
partidos politicos que represento, contraviene el respeto a la democracia. Por eso, la Comisién Europea debe solicitar
a Grecia la ilegalizacion inmediata de la organizacion fascista Amanecer Dorado, por incitacion a la violencia y a la
comision de delitos contra la vida humana, contra la pluralidad y contra el respeto de los derechos. La Comisaria
Reding declaraba hace unas semanas que la Unién Europea no seria complice de que en sus fronteras existieran
organizaciones que inciten al fascismo o al nazismo.

Por ello, en el respeto de los valores del Estado de Derecho y de la democracia, el Ejecutivo de la Unién debe instar a
que se prohiba esa organizacion fascista.

¢Conoce la Comision el asesinato del artista Pavlos Fyssas?

Teniendo en cuenta las declaraciones de la Comisaria Reding, ¢va a tomar la Comisi6n alguna iniciativa al respecto?

Respuesta de la Sra. Reding en nombre de la Comision
(21 de noviembre de 2013)

La Comision se remite a su declaracién del 9 de octubre de 2013 ante el Parlamento Europeo sobre el aumento del
extremismo de derechas en Europa.

La Comisién es consciente del hecho de que un joven misico, Pavlos Fyssas, fue asesinado en las calles en Grecia. La
Comisién condena toda forma y manifestacién de racismo y xenofobia, independientemente de su procedencia, ya
que estos fendmenos son incompatibles con los valores y principios en los que se basa la Unién Europea.

La Comision no escatima esfuerzos, dentro de los limites de sus competencias, para garantizar que la legislacion de la
Unidn se ajuste plenamente a la Carta de los Derechos Fundamentales de la Unién Europea.

Con arreglo al articulo 51, apartado 1, de dicha Carta, sus disposiciones estdn dirigidas a los Estados miembros
tnicamente cuando estos apliquen el Derecho de la Uni6n. El marco juridico de la organizacién de los partidos
politicos nacionales no es un asunto que se aborde en el dmbito de la UE.

La Decisién Marco 2008/913/JAI(1) del Consejo obliga a todos los Estados miembros a prohibir la incitacion publica
e intencionada a la violencia o al odio dirigidos contra un grupo de personas o un miembro de tal grupo, definido en
relacién con la raza, el color, la religion, la ascendencia o el origen nacional o étnico. Los Estados miembros deberdn
garantizar que las personas juridicas son responsables de dichas conductas. La Comision supervisa actualmente las
medidas de aplicacion de los Estados miembros y elaborard un informe al respecto en los préximos meses.
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Question for written answer E-010970/13
to the Commission

Ifiaki Irazabalbeitia Ferndndez (Verts/ALE)
(26 September 2013)

Subject: Fascist assassination in Greece

The European Union defends democratic values which extend to the entire territory of the Union, common values
within the framework of the implementation of the Union acquis and the respect for fundamental rights.

Unfortunately, events such as the murder of the young artist Pavlos Fyssas in Greece, killed by members of the fascist
far-right party Golden Dawn, tarnish democracy, peace and the respect for human life.

Greece, with its complicated economic and social situation, is negatively affected by the existence of this organisation
which, in the opinion of the political parties that I represent, contravenes the respect for democracy. For this reason,
the Commission should ask Greece to immediately outlaw the fascist organisation Golden Dawn for incitement to
violence and crimes committed against human life, plurality and the respect for human rights. A few weeks ago
Commissioner Reding said that the European Union would not be complicit in the existence of organisations within
its borders which incite fascism or Nazism.

On this basis, in respect for the rule of law and democracy, the Union’s Executive should require that this fascist
organisation be outlawed.

Is the Commission aware of the murder of the artist Pavlos Fyssas?

Taking into account the statements made by Commissioner Reding, will the Commission take any initiative with
regard to this?

Answer given by Ms Reding on behalf of the Commission
(21 November 2013)

The Commission refers to its statement of 9 October 2013 to the European Parliament about the rise of right-wing
extremism in Europe.

The Commission is aware of the fact that a young musician, Pavlos Fyssas, was killed in the street in Greece. The
Commission strongly condemns all forms and manifestations of racism and xenophobia, regardless from whom they
come, as they are incompatible with the values and principles on which the European Union is founded.

The Commission is fully committed within the boundaries of its competences to ensure that Union legislation fully
complies with the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union.

According to its Article 51(1), the provisions of the Charter are addressed to the Member States only when they are
implementing Union law. The legal framework for the organisation of national political parties is not a matter dealt
with at EU level.

Council Framework Decision 2008/913/JHA(1) obliges all Member States to make punishable the intentional public
incitement to violence or hatred targeted against a group of people or a member of such ground defined by reference
to race, colour, religion, descent, or ethnic or national origin. Member States must ensure that also legal persons are
liable for such conduct. The Commission is currently monitoring Member State’s implementing measures and will
draw up a report on this issue in the coming months.
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Foresporgsel til skriftlig besvarelse E-010971/13
til Kommissionen
Seren Bo Sendergaard (GUE/NGL)
(26. september 2013)

Om: ILO’s underkendelse af dens venske Laval-lov

I forlengelse af Kommissionens besvarelse P-006104/2013 ang ILO’s underkendelse af den svenske Laval-lov bedes
Kommissionen oplyse folgende:

1. Isin udtalelse gor ILO opmarksom p4, at der ikke kan stilles krav om, at arbejdsmarkedets parter skal inddrage
og vagte hensynet til retten til fri bevagelighed for tjenesteydelser i forbindelse med en
proportionalitetsbedemmelse af de i evrigt lovligt ivaerksatte kollektive kampskridt. Retten til at ivaerkseette
kollektive kampskridt er en grundleeggende rettighed. Kommissionen bedes derfor venligst oplyse, hvor i
fellesskabslovgivningen det fremgdr, at ndr konfliktretten kolliderer med retten til fri bevagelighed for
tjenesteydelser, skal det vurderes, om der tale om en restriktion for den fri bevagelighed?

2. Hvoraf fremgar det, at der i sd fald skal foretages en proportionalitetsbedemmelse af de i evrigt lovligt
ivaerksatte kampskridt?

3. Hvordan forholder Kommissionen sig til ILO’s kritik af, at EU stiller krav om inddragelse af retten til fri
bevagelighed i forbindelse med en proportionalitetsbedemmelse af de i gvrigt lovligt iveerksatte kollektive
kampskridt?

4. Hvordan forholder Kommissionen sig til [LO’s kritik af, at udstationeringsdirektivets artikel 3 reelt forhindrer
de faglige organisationer i at varetage medlemmernes rettigheder og interesser fuldt ud? Det drejer sig bdde om
forhandling af mere fordelagtige lon- og arbejdsvilkar end, hvad der folger af direktivet og den lovgivning, der
implementerer direktivet (minimumvilkdr), og om reprasentationen af udenlandske udstationerede
medarbejdere (medlemmer).

5. Hvordan vil Kommissionen sikre, at udstationeringsdirektivet ikke forhindrer de faglige organisationer i at
ivaerksatte lovlige kollektive kampskridt i forbindelse med varetagelsen af deres medlemmers interesser?

Svar afgivet pi Kommissionens vegne af Liszl6 Andor
(19. november 2013)

Ifelge Domstolens praksis (') kan det blive nedvendigt at forene udgvelsen af retten til at ivaerksztte kollektive skridt
med kravene og rettighederne forbundet med de gkonomiske friheder nedfaldet i traktaten i overensstemmelse med
proportionalitetsprincippet.

Endvidere bor det bemerkes, at inklusion af sikaldte »Monti-klausuler« i afledt ret (%), forudsat at sidstnaevnte ikke pd
nogen mdde pavirker udgvelsen af de grundleeggende rettigheder, herunder retten eller friheden til at strejke eller
ivaerksette kollektive skridt, sikrer, at fagforeninger ikke forhindres i at ivaerksztte faglige aktioner med henblik pé at
beskytte deres medlemmers interesser i overensstemmelse med national lovgivning og praksis, forudsat at den
galdende EU-lovgivning respekteres.

Hvad angér de bekymringer ILO’s Komité for Gennemforelse af Konventioner og Henstillinger har givet udtryk for,
aftholder Kommissionen sig fra at afgive en detaljeret udtalelse, indtil den svenske regering har imedekommet
komitéens anmodning om at vurdere sagen i samarbejde med arbejdsmarkedets parter.

()  Domme af 11.12.2007 i sag C-438/05, Viking Line (preemis 46), af 18.12.2007 i sag C-341/05, Laval (preemis 94), og af 15.7.2010 i sag C-
271/08, Kommissionen mod Forbundsrepublikken Tyskland (praemis 44). Jf. forslag til afgerelse fra generaladvokat Cruz Villalén i sag C-515/08,
dos Santos Palhota m.fl. (pramis 53). Jf. forslag til Radets forordning om udevelse af retten til kollektive skridt inden for rammerne af
etableringsfriheden og den frie udveksling af tjenesteydelser (KOM(2012) 130 final af 21.3.2012).

() Jf. f.eks. artikel 2 i Rddets forordning nr. 2679/98 af 7. december 1998 om det indre markeds funktion med hensyn til fri bevagelighed for varer
mellem medlemsstaterne (EFT L337/8 af 12.12.98), artikel 1, stk.7, i direktiv 2006/123 (:tjenesteydelsesdirektivet) (EUT L 376/36 af
27.12.2006) og artikel 1, stk. 3, sidste punktum, i forordning (EU) nr. 1176/2011 af 16. november 2011 om forebyggelse og korrektion af
makrogkonomiske ubalancer (EUT L 306/25 af 23.11.2011). Jf. betragtning 22 i direktiv 96/71/EF om udstationering af arbejdstagere som led i
udveksling af tjenesteydelser samt artikel 1, stk. 2, i forslaget til et direktiv om hdndhevelse af direktiv 96/71/EF (KOM(2012) 131 final af
21.3.2013).
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Question for written answer E-010971/13
to the Commission
Seren Bo Sendergaard (GUE/NGL)
(26 September 2013)

Subject: ILO finding concerning the incompatibility of the Swedish Laval legislation

Further to the Commission’s answer P-006104/2013 regarding the ILO’s finding concerning the incompatibility of
the Swedish Laval legislation with its conventions, could the Commission provide the following information:

1. Inits opinion, the ILO notes that the social partners cannot be required to include and weigh up the interests of
the right to free movement of services when assessing the proportionality of otherwise lawfully initiated
industrial action. The right to initiate industrial action is a fundamental right. Therefore, can the Commission
say where in Community legislation it states that when the law relating to industrial disputes conflicts with the
right to free movement of services, it must be assessed whether free movement is being restricted?

2. Where does it state that, in this case, an assessment of the proportionality of the otherwise lawfully initiated
industrial action shall be carried out?

3. What is the Commission’s position with regard to the ILO’s criticism of the fact that the EU requires the right to
free movement to be included in an assessment of the proportionality of otherwise lawfully initiated industrial
action?

4. What s its view of the ILO’s criticism that Article 3 of the Posting of Workers Directive actually prevents trade
associations from fully protecting their members’ rights and interests? This includes both the negotiation of
more favourable rates of pay and working conditions than those specified in the directive and the legislation
implementing the directive (minimum conditions) and the representation of foreign posted workers
(members).

5. How will the Commission ensure that the Posting of Workers Directive does not prevent trade associations
from initiating lawful industrial action in connection with the protection of their members’ interests?

Answer given by Mr Andor on behalf of the Commission
(19 November 2013)

According to the case law of the Court of Justice () the exercise of the right to take collective action may have to be
reconciled with the requirements and rights relating to the economic freedoms enshrined in the Treaty in accordance
with the principle of proportionality.

Furthermore, it should be recalled that the inclusion of so called ‘Monti clauses’ in secondary legislation (*) providing
that the latter shall not affect in any way the exercise of fundamental rights, including the right or freedom to strike or
take collective action, ensure that trade unions are not prevented from initiating industrial action in view of the
protection of their members’ interests in accordance with national law and practices, provided prevailing Union law
obligations are respected.

With respect to the concerns expressed by the ILO Committee of Experts on the Application of Convention and
Recommendations, the Commission refrains from commenting in detail pending the Committee’s request to the
Swedish Government for reviewing the matter with the social partners.

() Judgments of 11.12.2007, Case C-438/05, Viking-Line (point 46), of 18.12.2007, Case C-341/05, Laval (point 94) and of 15.7.2010, Case C-
271/08, Commission v Germany (point 44). Cf. Opinion AG Cruz Villalon, Case C-515/08, dos Santos Palhota e.a. (point 53). See also the
proposal for a Council Regulation on the exercise of the right to take collective action within the context of the freedom of establishment and the
freedom to provide services, COM(2012) 130 final, 21.3.2012.

() See for instance Article 2 of Council Regulation No 2679/98 of 7 December 1998 on the functioning of the internal market in relation to the free
movement of goods among Member States, O] L337/8, 12.12.98, Article 1(7) of Directive 2006/123 (‘Services Directive’), OJ L 376/36,
27.12.2006 and Article 1(3), last sentence, Regulation (EU) No 1176/2011 of 16 November 2011 on the prevention and correction of
macroeconomic imbalances, OJ L 306/25 of 23.11.2011. Cf. Recital 22 of Directive 96/71/EC concerning the posting of workers in the
framework of the provision of services, as well as Article 1 (2) of the proposal for a directive on the enforcement of Directive 96/71/EC,
COM(2012) 131 final, 21.3.2013.
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Anfrage zur schriftlichen Beantwortung E-010973/13
an die Kommission
Jutta Steinruck (S&D)
(26. September 2013)

Betrifft: Ausbeutung von Arbeitnehmern der Firma Foxconn in der Tschechischen Republik

Die Zuliefererfirma Foxconn geriet durch ihre menschenunwiirdigen Arbeitsbedingungen in ihren
Produktionsstitten in China weltweit unter massive Kritik. Der Apple-Zulieferer gilt seitdem als Beispiel fiir moderne
Sklavenarbeit. Neueste Berichte zeigen nun, dass dieses Ausbeutungssystem nicht nur in Asien, sondern auch in
Europa um sich greift.

Im tschechischen Pardubice stellt Foxconn Computer fiir HP her. Um die Produktion maglichst profitabel zu
gestalten, herrscht ein extrem hoher Arbeitsdruck bei geringer Bezahlung. Die Arbeitszeit ist derart getaktet, dass die
Beschiftigten weder miteinander sprechen noch trinken oder sitzen konnen. An der Montagelinie selbst arbeiten
Wanderarbeitnehmer aus drmeren Drittlindern wie Vietnam, aber auch aus EU-Mitgliedstaaten wie Bulgarien oder
Ruminien Tag und Nacht in 12-Stunden-Schichten.

Laut einem in Deutschland verdffentlichten Artikel konnten Arbeiter durch Boni und Uberstunden maximal bis zu
550 EUR im Monat verdienen. Allerdings dient selbst dieses Bonussystem nur der Kontrolle und Disziplinierung der
Belegschaft. Bei einzelnen Fehlern oder Nichterreichen der vorgegebenen Stiickzahlen bekommen alle Arbeiter einer
Montagelinie den vermeintlichen Bonus abgezogen. Noch dramatischer steht es um sogenannte
,Just-in-Time-Arbeitskrifte, welche tiber Subunternehmer eingestellt sind. Diese unterlaufen viele tschechische
Bestimmungen und nutzen Gesetzesliicken aus, durch die die Entlohnung auf 120 EUR im Monat herabgesenkt wird.

1.  Ist der Kommission dieses Problem bekannt?

2. Welche konkreten Mafnahmen gedenkt die Kommission zu ergreifen, um diese Kkatastrophalen
Arbeitsverhltnisse auf europdischer Ebene zu bekdmpfen?

3. Welche Mafinahmen wird die Kommission ergreifen, um kurz- und langfristig die Einhaltung von sozialen und
arbeitsrechtlichen Mindeststandards auf nationaler Ebene sicherzustellen?

4. Erwigt die Kommission, bei Sozial- und Lohndumping von Unternehmen Strafzahlungen einzufithren, wie es
sie bereits bei Kartellverstofien gibt?

5. Was gedenkt die Kommission zu unternehmen, um die Rechte von Arbeitnehmern aus Drittlindern stirker zu

schiitzen?
Antwort von Herrn Andor im Namen der Kommission
(25. November 2013)
1. Der Kommission liegen bisher keine Informationen hierzu vor.

2.3.,5. Die EU-Vorschriften zum Arbeitsrecht enthalten gemeinsame Mindeststandards fur die
Arbeitsbedingungen. Diese Standards durchzusetzen ist Aufgabe der Mitgliedstaaten. Staatsangehorigen von
Drittstaaten, die ihren rechtméaffigen Wohnsitz in einem EU-Mitgliedstaat haben, wird in bestimmten Bereichen die
gleiche Behandlung zuteil wie EU-Biirgern, dazu gehoren Entlohnung, Kiindigungsschutz sowie Gesundheitsschutz
und Sicherheit am Arbeitsplatz.

Nach der Arbeitszeitrichtlinie (') haben alle Arbeitnehmer ungeachtet ihrer Staatsangehorigkeit Anspruch auf
Ruhezeiten von mindestens 11 je 24 Stunden, auf eine Pause, sofern der Arbeitstag linger als sechs Stunden dauert,
und auf eine Begrenzung der wochentlichen Arbeitszeit (durchschnittlich hochstens 48 Stunden) (%). Nachtarbeit darf
nicht langer als durchschnittlich 8 Stunden pro Nacht dauern, doch sind hier Ausnahmen moglich.

Die Kommission erwartet auerdem von allen Unternehmen mit Sitz in der EU, dass sie sich an die Bestimmungen
der internationalen Leitlinien fiir die soziale Verantwortung von Unternehmen (*) halten.

()  Richtlinie 2003/88/EG des Europdischen Parlaments und des Rates vom 4. November 2003 iiber bestimmte Aspekte der Arbeitszeitgestaltung,
ABI.L 299 vom 18.11.2003.

()  Nach den der Kommission vorliegenden Informationen lasst die Tschechische Republik die Opt-out-Moglichkeit gemdf Artikel 22 Absatz 1 der
Arbeitszeitrichtlinie nicht zu, aufler bei 24-stiindigen Gesundheitsversorgungs- und Rettungsdiensten.

()  Beispielsweise die Trilaterale Grundsatzerkldrung der ILO zu multinationalen Unternehmen und zur Sozialpolitik, die VN-Leitprinzipien fiir
Wirtschaft und Menschenrechte, die Initiative ,Global Compact“ der Vereinten Nationen, ISO 2600 und die OECD-Leitsitze fiir multinationale
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4. Vorschriften fir die Entlohnung liegen in der Zustindigkeit der Mitgliedstaaten, nicht aber der EU. Das
EU-Recht verbietet Lohndiskriminierung aufgrund der Staatsangehorigkeit und schreibt vor, dass entsandte
Arbeitnehmer die Mindestlohnsitze (einschlieRlich Uberstundenvergiitung) erhalten, die in den Mitgliedstaaten
gelten, in welchen die Arbeit durchgefiihrt wird (*).

AufSerdem hat die Kommission eine Richtlinie vorgeschlagen (°), mit der die Durchsetzung der Richtlinie iiber die
Entsendung von Arbeitnehmern () verbessert werden soll, um unter anderem die Umgehung von Vorschriften zu
bekdmpfen. Darin wird beispielsweise die Problematik der ,Briefkastenfirmen“ angegangen und ein begrenztes
System gesamtschuldnerischer Haftung eingefithrt. Dariiber hinaus hat die Kommission eine Richtlinie ()
vorgeschlagen, mit der die Durchsetzung der Rechte von Wanderarbeitnehmern in der EU verbessert werden soll.
Danach miissten die Mitgliedstaaten diese Arbeitnehmer iiber ihre Rechte in Kenntnis setzen und ihnen helfen, diese
durchzusetzen. Beide Vorschlige werden derzeit im Europiischen Parlament und im Rat erortert.

Unternehmen.

()  Richtlinie 96/71/EG des Europiischen Parlaments und des Rates vom 16. Dezember 1996 iiber die Entsendung von Arbeitnehmern im Rahmen
der Erbringung von Dienstleistungen, ABI. L 18 vom 21.1.1997.

()  Vorschlag fiir eine Richtlinie des Europdischen Parlaments und des Rates zur Durchsetzung der Richtlinie 96/71/EG iiber die Entsendung von
Arbeitnehmern im Rahmen der Erbringung von Dienstleistungen (KOM(2012)131 endg. vom 21. Mirz 2012).

()  Richtlinie 96/71/EG des Europiischen Parlaments und des Rates vom 16. Dezember 1996 iiber die Entsendung von Arbeitnehmern im Rahmen
der Erbringung von Dienstleistungen, ABI. L 18 vom 21.1.1997.

() Vorschlag fiir eine Richtlinie des Europdischen Parlaments und des Rates iiber Mafnahmen zur Erleichterung der Ausiibung der Rechte, die
Arbeitnehmern im Rahmen der Freiziigigkeit zustehen (KOM(2013)236 endg. vom 26. April 2013).
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Question for written answer E-010973/13
to the Commission
Jutta Steinruck (S&D)
(26 September 2013)

Subject: Exploitation of workers in the company Foxconn in the Czech Republic

The component manufacturer Foxconn has come under substantial criticism around the world as a result of the
inhumane working conditions at its production sites in China. The Apple supplier is now seen as an example of
modern-day slavery. The latest reports now show that this system of exploitation is not only found in Asia, but is also
spreading through Europe.

In Pardubice in the Czech Republic, Foxconn produces computers for HP. In order to make the production as
profitable as possible, there is an extremely high productivity pressure and low pay. The working hours are timed in
such a way that the workers are not able to speak to each other or drink or sit together. On the assembly line itself,
migrant workers from poorer third countries such as Vietnam, but also from EU Member States like Bulgaria or
Romania, work 12-hour shifts night and day.

According to an article published in Germany, workers can earn up to a maximum of EUR 550 per month from
bonuses and overtime. However, this bonus system itself serves only to control and discipline the workforce. In the
event of individual errors or the failure to achieve the specified number of units, all workers on an assembly line have
their putative bonus deducted. The situation is even more dramatic with regard to so-called just-in-time’ workers,
which are employed via subcontractors. These subcontractors circumvent many Czech regulations and exploit legal
loopholes to reduce wages to EUR 120 per month.

1. Isthe Commission aware of this problem?
2. What specific measures does it intend to take to tackle these horrendous working conditions at European level?

3. What steps will it take in order to ensure compliance in the short and long term with minimum social and
labour standards at national level?

4. Isit considering introducing penalties for social and wage dumping by companies, like those already in place for
anti-trust violations?

5. What does it intend to do to better protect the rights of workers from third countries?

Answer given by Mr Andor on behalf of the Commission
(25 November 2013)

1. The Commission has not received any information about this case so far.

2,3,and 5. EU labour law lays down minimum common standards regarding working conditions. Enforcing those
standards is the responsibility of the Member States (MS). Third-country nationals legally residing in an EU MS are
granted treatment equal with that of EU nationals in certain matters, including pay, dismissal and health and safety at
work.

Under the Working Time Directive ('), all workers, irrespective of nationality, are entitled to at least 11 hours rest per
24 hours, to a break once the working day exceeds six hours, and to a limit to weekly working time (maximum 48
hours on average) (). Night workers should not work more than 8 hours per night on average, although derogations
are possible.

The Commission also expects all companies with a base in the EU to abide by international corporate social
responsibility (CSR) guidelines ().

()  Directive 2003/88/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 4 November 2003 concerning certain aspects of the organisation of
working time, OJ L 299, 18.11.2003.

()  According to the information available to the Commission services, CZ does not allow use of the ‘opt-out’ under Article 22.1 of the Working Time
Directive, except within 24-hour healthcare and rescue services.

()  For example, the ILO Tripartite Declaration on Multinational Enterprises and Social Policy, the UN Guiding Principles on business and human
rights, the UN Global Compact, ISO 2600 and the OECD Guidelines for Multinational Enterprises.
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4. Regulation of rates of pay is in the competence of MS, not the EU. EC law prohibits pay discrimination based on
nationality and requires that posted workers receive the minimum rates of pay (including overtime rates) applicable in
the MS where the work is carried out (*).

The Commission has also proposed (°) a directive to improve the enforcement of the Posting of Workers Directive (°),
inter alia to combat circumventions of the rules, for example by addressing the issue of letter-box companies’ and by
introducing a limited system of joint and several liability. The Commission has also proposed a directive () to
improve enforcement of EU migrant workers’ rights, which would require MS to inform such workers about their
rights and help them to assert them. Both proposals are currently being considered by the Parliament and Council.

()  Directive 96/71/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 16 December 1996 concerning the posting of workers in the framework of
the provision of services, OJ L 18, 21.1.1997.

()  Proposal for a directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on the enforcement of Directive 96/71/EC concerning the posting of
workers in the framework of the provision of service (COM(2012) 131 final of 21 March 2012).

() Directive 96/71/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 16 December 1996 concerning the posting of workers in the framework of
the provision of services, OJ L 18, 21.1.1997.

() Proposal for a directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on measures facilitating the exercise of rights conferred on workers in the
context of freedom of movement for workers (COM(2013) 236 final of 26 April 2013).
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(EAAnvixn) €xbooty)

Epdrtnon pe aitnpa ypartig andvinong E-010975/13
npog v Enrtpor)
Antigoni Papadopoulou (S&D)
(26 Zemrtepfpiov 2013)

Oépa: AEonoinon kortacpdtev udpoyovavdpakwey eviog g kunpiakns AOZ

Ot ¢pevveg mou Sefayovtar evtog e kumplakic AOZ gxouv 1dn katadeifer on umapyouv peyala amodépata
udpoyovavdpakwv, ta onoia evdéxetal va enapkoly yia Ty evepyelakt) autapkela ka anetaptnon g EE ano pn evpenaikeg
TNY£G TpogodoTons. Tupgova pe extiproelg tou lpodpou g Kpatikng Etarpeiag Ydpoyovavdpakwy Kimpou (KPETYK),
Ta anodépata Quotkoy agpiou oty kunpiakr AOZ kupaivovtal yUpe ota 40 tpig kuPika nodia, eve unapyouv kat moAU
Kkahég evdeilels yia v Unapsn oNEavTIKGY KOLTAOPATLY TETpENaiou.

Epatarar 1) Evponaiki Enrtpom:

1. Aapfavovtal, ko oe Moo Badpo, umoyn Ta KUMPLOKA amOYEIATA OTOV HAKPOXPOVIO OTPATYIKO OXEdAOHO TV
EUPWTAIKAOV TOALTIKOV YO TV EVEPYELOKT] ACQANELD KOt EMAPKEL,

2. Tipnopel Kat Tt TpoTIVETAL VoL TPAEEL Yial TIY TPOOTACLA TOV EVPONAIKGY QUTHY KOITACHATOV amo TV amelN)
EUPOTIAIKAOV KPaTaY, Omeg m.y. ¢ Toupkiag, mou apgiofitouy to voppo dikaiopa e Kunpiakig Anpokpatiag va
afonotnoetL Tov 0puKTd MAOUTO evog e AOZ g;

3. ‘Exa n Euvponaikr Eveon tpomoug va Pondioer v Kumpiakny Anpokpatia ot Xpnpatodotnon tev tepdotiov
enevdUoewy TOU TIPEMEL va yivouv yia v avopuén kar diddeot) Twv KOITAOUATOV QUTGV 0TIV EUPWLTAIKT ayopa,
dedopévne paiota kat g coPaprig otkovopkig kpiong mou paotiCer ™ xbpa;

Anavrnon tou k. Oettinger ££ ovopatog g Emtponic
(9 Aexepfpiov 2013)

Ta vunmepaktia anodépata udpoyovavdpakev votiog e Kumplakic Anpokpatiag pmopouv va cupfalowv ot
dagopornoinen tou evepyelakol egodiacpol e EE. Qotoco, yia va ekupndel o mdavog aviiktumog tov ev AOye
anoVERATOV 0TIV acPAAELD TOU evepyelakol godiacpol TG Eveong anarteitar eDAoyn eKTipnon TovV anodeudtey mou
pnopoly va alomoudolv fe EPMOPLKA AmOdOTIKO TPOTO.

H 9¢on e EE 0oov agopa tig dipepeig oxéoeig petaty g Anpokpatiag e Kimpou kat e Toupkiag oto mhaioto g
avalimone udpoyovavdpakov avagépetar oy andvtnon g Entponng oe mpornyoupeves epwtoes (*).

O1 dpaotprotreg egepetivions kar eEdputng/napaywyrs udpoyovavdpakev, kadag kat 1 eEaywyikn dpaotnplotta npog
v EE kar dA\\eg meploxés tou kodopou da faoctotel katd peyaho pépog ot wiwtikés emevdvoets. [paypat, diapopes
diedveic etapiec metpelatoedov kar Quotkoy agpiou £xouv 1dn amoktroer adeleg kar enevdlouv oe dpactnpiotnTeg
eEepelvnone kat eaywyav.

H xumpakr] xufépvnon efetaler Siapopes emhoyes yia g eEayoyés guokol aepiou (), kadog kar Tpomoug yia )
xpnpatodomor) toug (). Ev mpokeipéve mpénet va eEetaotolv kat va aftohoyndolv Ohec ot egiktic emhoyeés, tO00 and
TINEUPAG EVEPYELAKT|G AGPANELAC, OO0 Kal Ao TAEUPAG GXETIKOU OIKOVOHIKOU KOOTOUG Kail 0QENOUG.

Mia efayoyiky Suvatotyta yio @uokd aéplo mepthapfavetal oTov TPOOQATA EYKEKPLHEVO KATANOYO £pywv KOWOU
evbiagépoviog mou mpofhémer o kavoviopods (EE) apid. 347/2013 oyeukd pe TG kateuduvrples ypappic yia TG
dievponaikés  evepyelakés unodopés (). Kat autdv tov tpomo mapéxoviar duvatdtntes  ouyxprpatodotong e
xpnratodotkny fordeia e EE oto mhaico g Sevkoluvong «Zuvbéovtag v Eupomny, und v mpoinodeon
GULOPYOTNG PE TOUG OpOUG ToU meptyplpoviat otov kavoviopo. H Kumpuakny Anpokpatia €xet emiong m duvatdtta va
{noet otpién and my ETEn.

Tpantés epotioels E-007674/2013 kat E-001320/2013 http:/[www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/parliamentary-questions.html
Supnepiapfavopévey dadpopav aywyov, kadog kat eaywyov uno poper YOA, yia Tig onoieg anarteitar povada uypomoinong.

Meiypa Snpoctev kat ihietkey kepahaiov.

9 EEL1151m¢25.4.2013,0.39.
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Question for written answer E-010975/13
to the Commission
Antigoni Papadopoulou (S&D)
(26 September 2013)

Subject: Exploitation of hydrocarbon reserves within Cyprus’s EEZ

Exploratory drilling inside Cyprus’s EEZ has already identified large hydrocarbon reserves which may be sufficient to
make the EU energy independent of non-European sources. According to estimates by the chairman of the Cyprus
National Hydrocarbons Company, reserves in Cyprus’s EEZ contain around 40 trillion cubic feet of natural gas and
there is every indication that there are large oil fields.

In view of the above, will the Commission say:

1. Are Cypriot reserves included and, if so, to what extent, in long-term strategic planning under European
policies on energy security and sufficiency?

2. What can and what does it intend to do to protect these European reserves from the threat posed by non-
European states, such as Turkey, which contest the Republic of Cyprus’s legal right to exploit the mineral
resources within its EEZ?

3. Does the European Union have ways of helping the Republic of Cyprus to finance the huge investments that
will be needed in order to drill for and channel these reserves to the European market, especially given the
serious economic crisis which is gripping the country?

Answer given by Mr Oettinger on behalf of the Commission
(9 December 2013)

The offshore hydrocarbon reserves in the south of the Republic of Cyprus can contribute to the EU’s diversification of
energy supply. However, assessing the potential impact of these reserves on Europe’s security of energy supply
requires a reasonable estimate of the reserves which can be exploited in a commercially viable manner.

The EU position with respect to the bilateral relations between the Republic of Cyprus and Turkey in the context of
the exploration of hydrocarbons is stated in the Commission’s answer to previous questions (*).

Hydrocarbons exploration and production activities as well as export activities to the EU and other regions of the
world will be largely based on private investments. In fact, several international oil & gas companies have already
obtained licenses and are investing in exploration and export activities; their contracts with the Republic of Cyprus
also indicate they will bear the costs of offshore infrastructure.

The Cypriot government considers various gas export options (*) and ways to finance them (). In this regard, all
feasible options should be considered and assessed both from an energy security point of view and from the point of
view of their relative economic costs and benefits.

One gas export option is placed on the recently adopted list of Projects of Common Interest under the regulation (EU)
No 347/2013 on the Guidelines for the Trans-European Energy Networks (*). This allows for potential co-funding
with EU financial assistance under the Connecting Europe Facility, provided it complies with the conditions described
in the regulation. The Republic of Cyprus also has the possibility to seek support from the EIB.

Written Questions E-007674/2013 and E-001320/2013 http:|//www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/parliamentary-questions.html
Including pipeline routes and export by LNG requiring a LNG liquefaction plant.

Mix of public and private capital.

% OJL115,25.4.2013,p.39.
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Question for written answer E-010976/13
to the Commission
William (The Earl of) Dartmouth (EFD)
(26 September 2013)

Subject: Travel assistance and business start-up funds for EU nationals

1. Do EU Member States have access to EU funding for the purposes of a) business start-ups and b) travel assistance
for their own nationals?

2. What is the amount available to each Member State in the categories of a) start-up funding and b) travel
assistance?

3. What is the amount available per EU national for a) start-up funding and b) travel assistance?

4. What are the criteria for a) start-up funding and b) travel assistance?

Answer given by Mr Hahn on behalf of the Commission
(19 November 2013)

The ESF (') and the ERDF () provide support in the context of national and regional programmes and more than
EUR 3 billion has been provided over the 2007-13 period. Supporting new businesses is a key ESF priority and the
majority of Member States have included this kind of action in their programmes. Overall, this priority is receiving
EUR 2.75 billion of ESF funding. ERDF support for innovation and SMEs may also be used to provide support to start-
ups. The attached table provides the breakdown by Member State.

The manner of distribution and the volume of support to individuals and companies is determined by national,
regional or local agencies. This includes targeting and selection procedures. Contact information for ERDF/ESF
managing authorities is available on the Commission’s websites (*) .

It is not clear what is meant by ‘travel assistance for EU nationals’, although such assistance may be eligible for
support from the European Structural and Investment Funds provided that it is relevant for the project concerned and
that it is in line with all relevant rules.

Concerning start-ups and mobility, an EU programme (*) supports cross-border exchanges between new and
experienced entrepreneurs. Exchanges last from 1 to 6 months. New entrepreneurs receive a stipend (from EUR 530
to EUR 1100) to pay for expenses.

In 2014-20, the ESF will continue to promote employment and labour mobility through supporting self-
employment, entrepreneurship and business creation.

() European Social Fund.
()  European Regional and Development Fund.
()  ERDF: http:[/ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/manage/authority/authority_en.cfm
ESF: http:|[ec.europa.eu/esf/main.jsp?catld=45&langld=en
()  ‘Erasmus for young entrepreneurs’ http://www.erasmus-entrepreneurs.eu/page.php?cid=2



3.7.2014 Dziennik Urzedowy Unii Europejskiej C 208141

(Ceské znéni)

Otdzka k pisemnému zodpovézeni E-010977/13
Komisi
Jan Bfezina (PPE)
(26. zdfi 2013)

Predmét: Geneticky modifikované organismy

Francouzsky nejvyssi soud pfed neddvnem zrusil zdkaz péstovani geneticky modifikované kukufice v této zemi
vreakci na kvétnové rozhodnuti Evropského Gifadu pro bezpecnost potravin, Ze hrozba pro Zivotni prostredi neni
natolik vaznd, aby takovy zakaz odivodnovala.

Jak se k tomuto vynosu stavi Komise? Zachovd, s ohledem na rozhodnuti Evropského tfadu pro bezpecnost potravin,
svilj ndvrh umoznit clenskym statdm vydavat zdkazy na vnitrostatni trovni, nebo je nyni vhodna chvile uznat, Ze
odmitdni geneticky modifikovanych organismd neni zaloZeno na védeckych poznatcich, ale vede k tomu, Ze
z Evropy odchazeji firmy z oboru rostlinné produkce?

Odpovéd Tonia Borga jménem Komise
(20. listopadu 2013)

Komise vzala na védomi rozhodnuti francouzské Conseil d’Etat (Stdtni rada), v némz se uvadi, Ze francouzské
moratorium uvalené na péstovani geneticky modifikované kukufice fady MON810 neni v souladu s prdvnimi
predpisy Evropské unie. Komise pfipomind, 7e zdkazy péstovani stanovené clenskymi stity prostfednictvim
ochrannych dolozek ajnebo mimofddnych opatfeni musi byt vsouladu s¢cldnkem 23 smérnice 2001/18/ES (')
a ¢lankem 34 nafizeni (ES) ¢.1829/2003 () zalozeny na védeckych divodech.

Komise uznala, Ze by clenské stity mély mit pfi rozhodovéni, zda budou na svém tzemi péstovat geneticky
modifikované organismy (GMO) schvilené EU, vétsi svobodu, ato prostiednictvim legislativniho ndvrhu
z Cervence 2010 (°), ktery se tykd moznosti Clenskych stitli omezit nebo zakdzat péstovini GMO na svém tzemi
aktery predstavuje konkrétni a po pravni strince fddné podloZenou odpovéd na piedlozenou otizku, pficemz
zachovava fungovani evropského postupu pro schvalovini GMO na zdkladé védeckého hodnoceni rizika
provadéného Evropskym tfadem pro bezpecnost potravin ve spolupraci se clenskymi stity. Komise se domnivd, Ze
neddvné rozhodnuti francouzské Conseil d’Etat potvrzuje potiebu, aby se v souvislosti s timto legislativnim ndvrhem
pokracovalo v rdmci postupu spolurozhodovani.

() Uf.vést.L106,17.4.2001,s.1.
® Ut vest. L 268, 18.10.2003,s. 1.
()  http://ec.europa.euffood/plant/gmollegislation/docs/proposal_en.pdf
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(English version)

Question for written answer E-010977/13
to the Commission
Jan Bfezina (PPE)
(26 September 2013)

Subject: Genetically modified organisms (GMOs)

France’s highest court recently lifted the country’s ban on growing genetically modified maize following the decision
by the European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) in May that the environmental threat was not serious enough to justify
aban.

What is the Commission’s response to this ruling? In the light of the EFSA decision, will the Commission maintain its
proposal to allow Member States to enact national bans or is this the right time to acknowledge that the opposition to
GMOs is not based on scientific evidence, but is causing crop science companies to withdraw from Europe?

Answer given by Mr Borg on behalf of the Commission
(20 November 2013)

The Commission has taken note of the ruling by the French Conseil d’Etat stating that the French moratorium
imposed on growing of the genetically modified maize MON810 failed to uphold European Union law. The
Commission reminds that cultivation bans enacted by Member States through safeguard clauses and/or emergency
measures must be based on scientific reasons, in accordance with Article 23 of Directive 2001/18/EC (') and
Article 34 of Regulation (EC) No 1829/2003 ().

The Commission has acknowledged that Member States should be given more freedom on the decision to cultivate
EU authorised GMOs on their territory by making in July 2010 () a legislative proposal as regards the possibility for
the Member States to restrict or prohibit the cultivation of GMOs in their territory, which provides a concrete and
legally sound response to this request, while preserving the functioning of the European GMO authorisation
procedure based on a scientific risk assessment by the European Food Safety Authority in collaboration with Member
States. The Commission considers that the recent ruling by the French Conseil d’Etat confirms the need to make
progress on this legislative proposal in the co-decision procedure.

() OJL106,17.4.2001.
()  OJL268,18.10.2003.
()  http://ec.europa.euffood/plant/gmollegislation/docs/proposal_en.pdf
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Interrogazione con richiesta di risposta scritta E-010978/13
alla Commissione
Roberto Gualtieri (S&D), Alfredo Pallone (PPE), Alfredo Antoniozzi (PPE), Roberta Angelilli (PPE), Paolo
Bartolozzi (PPE), Silvia Costa (S&D), Francesco De Angelis (S&D), Leonardo Domenici (S&D), Guido Milana
(S&D), Claudio Morganti (EFD), Niccolo Rinaldi (ALDE), Potito Salatto (PPE), David-Maria Sassoli (S&D) e
Marco Scurria (PPE)
(26 settembre 2013)

Oggetto: Acciaierie di Terni

La Acciai Speciali Terni (AST) ¢ uno dei principali produttori al mondo di laminati piani di acciaio inossidabile. Il
7 novembre 2012 la Commissione ha approvato I'acquisizione di Inoxum da parte di Outokumpu a condizione che
alcuni assett tra cui AST fossero ceduti a soggetti terzi. Il disinvestimento doveva avvenire, nellambito delle procedure
di cui al regolamento (CE) n. 139/2004, entro il mese di maggio 2013. Lo scopo della cessione richiesta dalla
Commissione ¢ quello di assicurare condizioni di concorrenza effettiva all'interno del mercato europeo degli acciai
piani laminati a freddo. A tutt'oggi la procedura non si ¢ chiusa e AST permane nel perimetro industriale di
Outokumpu.

Tale situazione rischia di ripercuotersi negativamente sulla competitivita del sito di Terni destando forti
preoccupazioni tra i lavoratori e le autorita locali e nazionali, in considerazione anche del rischio di riduzione dei
volumi produttivi, con ricadute sul posizionamento di mercato di AST e delle maggiori pressioni concorrenziali per
via dei mancati investimenti tecnologici nonché sull'organizzazione commerciale. La Commissione ha assicurato
attenzione rispetto ai temi della sostenibilita economica e della competitivita di AST anche durante la fase di
transizione.

Da recenti notizie di stampa sembra tuttavia che la Commissione abbia concesso ad Outokumpu fino al primo
trimestre 2014 per completare la cessione delle Acciaierie di Terni.

Puo la Commissione far sapere:

1. quali sono le ragioni che l'avrebbero indotta a concedere questa ulteriore proroga, mentre appare necessaria
una rapida chiusura della procedura di disinvestimento che preservi il valore dell'azienda e le condizioni per lo
sviluppo futuro;

2. quali garanzie puo fornire rispetto al fatto che l'acquirente sia un investitore industriale europeo del settore con
un adeguato business plan in grado di garantire il mantenimento dei livelli produttivi ed occupazionali del sito;

3. quali sono le iniziative che intende assumere affinché questa situazione d'incertezza sul futuro di AST possa
essere risolta a breve in modo da consentire il rilancio della produzione;

4. se gli obiettivi della Commissione relativi alla politica industriale europea esposti nella Comunicazione del
12 ottobre 2012 ed il piano acciaio presentato 1'11 giugno 2013 individuano un ruolo essenziale per la
siderurgia e I'industria dell’acciaio;

5. quali assicurazioni puo fornire sul fatto che la produzione di acciaio speciale a Terni continuera a rimanere
centrale nel contesto dell'industria comunitaria e che AST non sara acquisita con scopi diversi rispetto alla
prospettiva di valorizzazione e sviluppo del sito da un eventuale acquirente extracuropeo?

Risposta di Joaquin Almunia a nome della Commissione
(6 dicembre 2013)

Per garantire il regolare svolgimento della procedura di disinvestimento, la Commissione non puo pronunciarsi sui
dettagli relativi a tale procedura o al suo calendario previsto. Gli aspetti essenziali delle procedure e le principali tappe
del processo di disinvestimento sono ripresi nella versione non riservata degli impegni relativi al caso M.6471
Outokumpu/Inoxum (') e nella Comunicazione della Commissione concernente le misure correttive ().

(') Accessibile sul sito della DGCOMP, all'indirizzo:
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/index.cfm?fuseaction=dsp_result&policy_area_id=2&case_number=6471.

() Comunicazione della Commissione concernente le misure correttive considerate adeguate a norma del regolamento (CE) n. 139/2004 del
Consiglio e del regolamento (CE) n. 802/2004 della Commissione, GU C 267, del 22.10.2008, pagg. 1-27, disponibile allindirizzo:
http:/[eurlex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:52008XC1022(01):IT:NOT.



C208 /144 Dziennik Urzedowy Unii Europejskiej 3.7.2014

La Commissione verifica I'adeguatezza dei potenziali acquirenti utilizzando i seguenti criteri (*):
—  Tlacquirente deve essere indipendente e non essere collegato alle parti,

—  Tlacquirente deve possedere i mezzi finanziari, la comprovata competenza pertinente nonché l'incentivo e la
capacita di mantenere e sviluppare lattivita ceduta come forza competitiva redditizia ed attiva in concorrenza e

—  lacquisizione dell’attivita ceduta da parte di un acquirente proposto non deve prima facie creare nuovi problemi
per la concorrenza.

I servizi della Commissione seguono attentamente la procedura di disinvestimento, anche tramite contatti periodici
con Outokumpu, con il fiduciario responsabile del controllo (Monitoring Trustee) (*), il gestore incaricato di garantire la
separazione dell’attivita (Hold Separate Manager) (°) ed altre parti interessate. Oltre alle attuali garanzie che sono state
chieste a Outokumpu ed attuate nel 2012 e nel 2013, la Commissione continuera ad adottare tutte le misure
necessarie per proteggere la redditivita e la competitivita di Acciai Speciali Terni.

La Commissione ritiene che l'industria siderurgica svolga un ruolo cruciale nell'economia complessiva dell'Unione
europea, essendo un settore strategico di primo ordine, in grado di esercitare un impatto diretto sullo sviluppo
economico, sociale e ambientale di tutti gli Stati membri dell’'Unione europea. Secondo la Commissione, l'esistenza di
un'industria siderurgica competitiva e redditizia ¢ allo stesso tempo una condizione irrinunciabile e un fattore chiave
del rilancio dell'economia in tutta I'Europa.

()  Cfr. Comunicazione della Commissione concernente le misure correttive, punti 48 e 49; cfr. inoltre punti 15 e 16 degli impegni relativi al caso
M.6471 Outokumpu/Inoxum.

()  La Commissione ha nominato un fiduciario responsabile del controllo incaricato di verificare il rispetto degli impegni da parte di Outokumpu; cfr.
http:/[ec.europa.eu/competition/mergers/cases/additional_data/m6471_13512_3.pdf

() 1l gestore incaricato di garantire la separazione dell'attivita & responsabile della gestione dell'attivita e dell'esecuzione degli obblighi di delimitare e
mantenere separata l'attivita oggetto della cessione; cfr. Comunicazione della Commissione concernente le misure correttive, punto 112. Cfr.
inoltre il punto 9 degli impegni relativi al caso M.6471 Outokumpu/Inoxum.
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Question for written answer E-010978/13
to the Commission
Roberto Gualtieri (S&D), Alfredo Pallone (PPE), Alfredo Antoniozzi (PPE), Roberta Angelilli (PPE), Paolo
Bartolozzi (PPE), Silvia Costa (S&D), Francesco De Angelis (S&D), Leonardo Domenici (S&D), Guido Milana
(S&D), Claudio Morganti (EFD), Niccolo Rinaldi (ALDE), Potito Salatto (PPE), David-Maria Sassoli (S&D) and
Marco Scurria (PPE)
(26 September 2013)

Subject: Terni steelworks

Acciai Speciali Terni (AST) is a leading global manufacturer of rolled stainless steel plate. On 7 November 2012, the
Commission approved Outokumpu’s acquisition of Inoxum provided that certain assets, including AST, were sold to
third parties. The divestment should have taken place, in accordance with the procedures laid down in Regulation
(EC) No 139/2004, by May 2013. The purpose of the divestment requested by the Commission is to ensure that there
is effective competition on the European cold-rolled steel plate market. To date, the procedure has still not been
completed and AST remains one of Outokumpu’s industrial assets.

This situation is in danger of harming the competitiveness of the Terni site, which is causing serious concern to
workers as well as national and local authorities, not least given the risk of reduced production volumes which will
affect AST’s market positioning, and given increased competition pressure owing to a lack of investment in
technology and in the business organisation. The Commission pledged to be attentive to AST’s economic
sustainability and competitiveness, including during the transition phase.

According to recent press reports, however, the Commission has given Outokumpu until the first quarter of 2014 to
finalise the divestment of the Terni steelworks.

1. What are the reasons behind the Commission granting this additional extension when it is necessary to
complete the divestment procedure rapidly in order to safeguard the value of the company and the conditions for its
future development?

2. What guarantees can the Commission provide that the buyer will be a European industrial investor in the sector,
with a suitable business plan capable of ensuring that the site’s production and employment levels will be maintained?

3. What action will it take to ensure that this uncertainty over AST’s future will be resolved quickly to enable
production to start again?

4. Do the Commission’s EU industrial policy objectives, set out in its communication of 12 October 2012 and the
action plan for the European Steel Industry presented on 11 June 2013, identify an essential role for steel production
and the steel industry?

5. What assurances can it provide that special steel production in Terni will continue to remain a key part of EU
industry and that AST will not be bought by a non-European buyer for purposes other than the prospect of
enhancing and developing the site?

Answer given by Mr Almunia on behalf of the Commission
(6 December 2013)

In the interest of an orderly divestiture process, the Commission cannot comment on the details of the divestment
procedure or its specific timeline. An overview of the procedures and main steps of the divestiture process can be
found in the non-confidential version of the commitments in case M.6471 Outokumpu/Inoxum (') and in the
Commission notice on remedies (%).

The Commission assesses the suitability of potential purchasers in light of the following criteria (’):

— the purchaser is required to be independent of and unconnected to the merging parties,

() Available on DG COMP’s website:
http:/[ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/index.cfm?fuseaction=dsp_result&policy_area_id=2&case_number=6471

()  Commission notice on remedies acceptable under Council Regulation (EC) No 139/2004 and under Commission Regulation (EC) No 802/2004,
0J C267,22.10.2008, p. 1-27, available on http:/[eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:52008XC1022(01):EN:NOT

() See Commission notice on remedies, paragraphs 48 and 49. See also clauses 15 and 16 of the commitments in case M.6471
Outokumpu/Inoxum.
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— the purchaser must possess the resources, relevant expertise and have the incentive and ability to maintain and
develop the divested business as a viable and active competitive force, and

—  theacquisition of the business by the purchaser must not prima facie create new competition concerns.

The Commission services are closely monitoring the divestment process, inter alia through regular contacts meetings
and with Outokumpu, the Monitoring Trustee (*), the Hold Separate Manager (°) and other stakeholders. Beyond
existing safeguards requested from Outokumpu and implemented in 2012 and 2013, the Commission will continue
to take all necessary measures to protect Acciai Speciali Terni's viability and competitiveness.

The Commission considers the steel industry to play an instrumental role in the overall economy of the European
Union and to be a strategic sector of the highest order, with a direct impact on the economic, social and
environmental development of all EU Member States. The Commission believes that a competitive and sustainable
steel industry is both a condition for and a key factor in the economic recovery across Europe.

() The Commission has appointed a Monitoring Trustee to oversee Outokumpu’s compliance with its commitments, see
http:/[ec.europa.eu/competition/mergers/cases/additional_data/m6471_13512_3.pdf

()  The Hold Separate Manager is responsible for the management of the business and the implementation of hold-separate and ring-fencing
obligations, see Commission notice on remedies, paragraph 112. See also clause 9 of the commitments in case M.6471 Outokumpu/Inoxum.



3.7.2014 Dziennik Urzedowy Unii Europejskiej C208/147

(Versione italiana)

Interrogazione con richiesta di risposta scritta E-010979/13
alla Commissione
Mara Bizzotto (EFD)
(26 settembre 2013)

Oggetto: Legge anti-blogger in Cina: arrestato un ragazzo di sedici anni

11 9 settembre scorso la Corte suprema del popolo e I'Ufficio centrale dei procuratori di Stato della Repubblica
popolare cinese hanno fornito un’interpretazione giuridica che permette alle forze dell'ordine di mettere in stato di
arresto chiunque pubblichi su Internet notizie false o atte a provocare proteste, scontri etnici o religiosi oppure che
danneggino I'immagine del paese.

In base a questa interpretazione ¢ stato posto in stato di arresto un ragazzo di 16 anni nella provincia del Gansu.
L'accusa ¢ quella di aver pubblicato su un blog notizie non corrette in merito ad un caso di cronaca sostenendo che le
forze dell'ordine non fossero in grado svolgere indagini puntuali.

Puo la Commissione far sapere:
1. seeal corrente dei fatti descritti;

2. senonritiene che I'applicazione di questa norma e l'arresto di un ragazzo di 16 anni per il semplice fatto di aver
espresso una propria opinione su un blog rappresentino una violazione dei diritti del'uomo e in particolare del
diritto alla libera espressione cosi come sancito anche nell'articolo 11 della Carta dei diritti fondamentali
dell'Unione europea;

3. se, nellambito della recente visita ufficiale in Cina di una rappresentanza dell'UE col compito di affrontare la
delicata questione del rispetto dei diritti umani nel paese, ¢ stata discussa anche la questione sopra esposta e, in
caso affermativo, con quali risultati?

Risposta dell’Alta Rappresentante/Vicepresidente Catherine Ashton a nome della Commissione
(11 novembre 2013)

In occasione della recente visita in Cina (9-18 settembre), il Rappresentante speciale dell’'UE per i diritti umani ha
sollevato la questione della nuova interpretazione giuridica fornita dalla Corte suprema del popolo ed ¢ stato
informato del fatto che, a differenza della liberta di espressione, la diffusione di notizie incontrollate non € protetta
dalla Costituzione poiché si tratta di montature che possono violare i diritti di altre persone. L'RSUE ha ribadito che la
liberta di espressione, sancita dall'articolo 19 della Dichiarazione universale dei diritti del'uomo, deve essere protetta
sia online che offline.

La Commissione ¢ inoltre al corrente dell’arresto di un ragazzo di 16 anni nella provincia del Gansu, il cui successivo
rilascio sembra essere il risultato della pressione esercitata dall'opinione pubblica.

La situazione generale dei diritti umani in Cina, compreso l'esercizio della liberta di espressione, sara oggetto di
discussione durante I'imminente esame periodico universale del Consiglio dei diritti dell'uomo dellONU, che avra
luogo il 22 ottobre a Ginevra.

Da parte sua, la Commissione continuerd a monitorare la situazione, a esprimere le proprie preoccupazioni alle
autorita cinesi e a promuovere 'osservanza delle norme internazionali sui diritti umani.
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Question for written answer E-010979/13
to the Commission
Mara Bizzotto (EFD)
(26 September 2013)

Subject: Anti-blogger law in China: 16-year-old boy arrested

On 9 September 2013, the Supreme People’s Court and the Supreme People’s Procuratorate of the People’s Republic
of China provided a legal interpretation giving police the power to arrest anyone who publishes news that is false or
likely to incite protests, ethnic or religious clashes or which harms the country’s image.

Based on this interpretation, a 16-year-old boy has been arrested in Gansu province. He is accused of blogging
incorrect information about a news story, stating that the police were not capable of carrying out proper
investigations.

1.  Isthe Commission aware of these facts?

2. Does it believe that the application of this law and the arrest of a 16-year-old boy merely for expressing his
opinion on a blog is a violation of human rights, in particular the right to freedom of expression as enshrined in
Article 11 of the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union?

3. During the recent official visit to China of an EU delegation tasked with addressing the sensitive issue of respect
for human rights in the country, was the above issue also discussed and, if so, what was the outcome?

Answer given by High Representative|Vice-President Ashton on behalf of the Commission
(11 November 2013)

During his recent visit to China (9-18 September), the EU Special Representative for Human Rights raised the issue of
the new interpretation of the law applying to rumours with the Supreme People’s Court and was told that, whilst
freedom of speech is protected in the framework of the Constitution, spreading of rumours is not protected by the
law because it is fabrication that can infringe on other people’s rights. The EUSR insisted that freedom of expression,
as enshrined in Article 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, should be protected online as well as off-
line.

The Commission is also aware of the arrest of a sixteen-year old boy in Gansu province. His subsequent release
appears to have been the result of public pressure.

The overall Human Rights situation in China, including the exercise of freedom of expression, will be addressed by the
UN Human Rights Council during the upcoming Universal Periodic Review, which will take place in Geneva on
22 October.

For its part, the Commission will continue to monitor the situation and raise its concern with the Chinese authorities
and continue to promote the implementation of International Human Rights Law.
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Interrogazione con richiesta di risposta scritta E-010980/13
alla Commissione
Mara Bizzotto (EFD)
(26 settembre 2013)

Oggetto: Attacco terroristico in un centro commerciale a Nairobi

Un commando di terroristi islamici di al Shebaab ha assaltato, il 22 settembre, a Nairobi il centro commerciale
Westgate, il pit grande della citta e frequentato prevalentemente da stranieri, con 'obiettivo di fare il maggior numero
possibile di vittime fra cristiani ed ebrei. I terroristi hanno tenuto in ostaggio i civili per piu di 48 ore, sino
all'intervento delle forze speciali, mentre il bilancio delle vittime, ancora da confermare, ¢ di 62 morti, 63 dispersi e
oltre 200 feriti.

Puo la Commissione far sapere:

1. secinformata dei fatti;

2. seein grado di fornire notizie piti puntuali sul numero delle vittime, soprattutto fra i cittadini europe;
3. come intende agire per garantire la sicurezza dei propri cittadini che si trovano in questo Paese;

4. considerate le dichiarazioni dell’Alto Rappresentante per gli affari esteri dell'Unione europea sull'accaduto,
come intende agire per supportare il governo del Paese affinché tali attacchi vengano in futuro impediti?

Risposta dell’Alta Rappresentante/Vicepresidente Catherine Ashton a nome della Commissione
(12 novembre 2013)

In base alle ultime informazioni ricevute il bilancio totale delle vittime nell'attacco al Westgate Mall ¢ di 67 persone,
tra le quali nove cittadini europei (sei di nazionalita britannica, uno di nazionalita olandese e due di nazionalita
francese).

Immediatamente dopo l'attacco 'AR/VP ha chiesto ad un funzionario di alto livello di recarsi in Kenya per valutare
l'opportunita di un sostegno futuro unitamente alle autorita locali. L'UE sta attualmente considerando diverse
opzioni. Poiché la sicurezza del Kenya ¢ intrinsecamente legata alla sicurezza dei paesi vicini si rende necessario un
impegno costante per stabilizzare la regione, in particolare la Somalia. Tale impegno comprende un sostegno
al’AMISON e alla missione di addestramento dell'UE per le forze di sicurezza somale. La conferenza di Bruxelles su un
«new deal» per la Somalia del 16 settembre ha rappresentato un passo importantissimo per affrontare i problemi pitt
urgenti nel paese. Inoltre, 'UE continuera a promuovere 'attuazione del Piano d’azione dell’'Unione europea contro il
terrorismo nel Corno d’Africa/Yemen. Uguale importanza rivestono i progetti che contrastano i finanziamenti al
terrorismo e agli estremismi violenti e rafforzano la capacita dell'autorita kenyota di prevenire e reagire a tali crisi.

Affinché tali proposte siano sostenibili saranno create sinergie con il sostegno alla gestione e in particolare alla
promozione della trasparenza e della lotta all'impunita. Esse dovrebbero inoltre essere considerate nel contesto del
sostegno generale dell'UE alla promozione dello sviluppo sostenibile, che consente di affrontare le cause alla radice
del terrorismo contrastandolo nella maniera pit efficace.

Su scala pitt ampia il Forum globale contro il terrorismo fornisce una buona base per coordinare le misure
antiterrorismo in conseguenza dell'attacco. L'Unione europea si sta impegnando a fondo per mantenere la
copresidenza del gruppo di lavoro del Forum globale contro il terrorismo per il Corno d’Africa insieme alla Turchia.
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Question for written answer E-010980/13
to the Commission
Mara Bizzotto (EFD)
(26 September 2013)

Subject: Terrorist attack on a shopping centre in Nairobi

On 22 September 2013, a group of Islamist al-Shabaab terrorists stormed the Westgate shopping centre — the
largest in Nairobi and mainly frequented by foreigners — with the aim of killing as many Christians and Jews as
possible. The terrorists held civilians hostage for more than 48 hours until the special forces intervened, while the
number of victims, as yet unconfirmed, stands at 62 dead, 63 missing and over 200 injured.

1.  Isthe Commission aware of these facts?
2. Isitable to provide more precise information on the number of victims, especially Europeans?
3. How does it plan to ensure the safety of its citizens who are in Kenya?

4. Inview of the statements by the High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs on this matter, how will
the Commission support the country’s government to prevent such attacks in the future?

Answer given by High Representative|Vice-President Ashton on behalf of the Commission
(12 November 2013)

According to the latest information received the total death toll of the attack on the Westgate Mall is 67 people,
among them 9 European Citizens (6 British, 1 Dutch, and 2 French nationals).

Immediately after the attack the HR/VP asked a high-level official to visit Kenya to explore future support together
with local authorities. The EU is now considering different options. As Kenya’s security is intrinsically linked to that of
its neighbours continued efforts to stabilise the region and in particular Somalia are important. This includes support
to Amisom and the EU training mission for the Somalian security forces. The Brussels Conference on a New Deal for
Somalia of 16 September was a milestone for addressing the most critical priorities in Somalia. In addition, the EU
will continue to promote the implementation of the EU Counter Terrorism Action Plan on Horn of Africa/Yemen.
Equally important are projects to counter the financing of terrorism and violent extremism, and to strengthen the
capacity of Kenyan authorities to prevent and to respond to such crises.

For these specific proposals to be sustainable, synergies will be created with the support to the governance area, and
in particular to promote transparency and counter impunity. They should also be seen in the context of general EU
support to promote sustainable development, which allows for the addressing of the root causes of terrorism, the
most effective way to counter terrorism.

At a wider level, the Global Counter Terrorism Forum (GCTF) provides a good forum to coordinate counterterrorism
measures in the aftermath of the attack. The EU is fully committed to continue the co-chairmanship of the GCTF
Horn of Africa working group together with Turkey.
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Vraag met verzoek om schriftelijk antwoord E-010981/13
aan de Commissie
Gerben-Jan Gerbrandy (ALDE)
(26 september 2013)

Betreft: Lekkend radioactief afval in Dessel en Doel in Belgié

Is de Commissie op de hoogte van het lekkende radioactieve afval in de gemeentes Dessel en Doel in Belgié?
Ziet de Commissie nauwlettend toe op de juiste toepassing Richtlijn 2011/70/Euratom van 19 juli 2011?
Heeft Belgié, zoals vereist, deze richtlijn correct omgezet in nationale wetgeving voor 23 augustus 2013?

Heeft de Commissie Belgié gevraagd om een analyse van het gevaar wat betreft het lekkende radioactieve afval? Zo ja,
hoe groot is het gevaar? Zo nee, waarom niet?

Antwoord van de heer Oettinger namens de Commissie
(18 november 2013)

1. De Commissie is ervan op de hoogte dat begin 2013 bij een visuele inspectie een anomalie is gevonden in
verschillende opslagvaten voor geconditioneerd afval bij Belgaprocess, zoals gerapporteerd door het federaal
agentschap voor nucleaire controle (FANC) ().

2-3. Momenteel onderzoekt de Commissie de omzetting van de richtlijn in de nationale wetgeving van de lidstaten.
Indien uit het onderzoek blijkt dat een lidstaat haar verplichtingen niet naleeft om Richtlijn 2011/70/Euratom correct
om te zetten, zal de Commissie gepaste actie ondernemen.

4. De Commissie heeft geen bijzondere risicoanalyse gevraagd. Het toezicht op de veiligheid van nucleaire
installaties en het beheer van radioactief afval is een nationale bevoegdheid. Zowel controle, inspectie als dwingende
maatregelen zijn taken van de nationale bevoegde autoriteiten.

De Commissie kan de werking en de doeltreffendheid van de installaties nagaan die de lidstaten oprichtten om een
voortdurende controle uit te oefenen op de radioactiviteit van de lucht, het water en de bodem (%). In dit geval leidt alle
door het FANC beschikbare gestelde informatie tot het besluit dat er geen radiologische impact is op de bevolking of
het milieu.

() http://www.fanc.fgov.be/nl/page/homepage-agence-federale-de-controle-nucleaire-afcn/1.aspx.
()  Artikel 35 van het Euratom-Verdrag.
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Question for written answer E-010981/13
to the Commission
Gerben-Jan Gerbrandy (ALDE)

(26 September 2013)

Subject: Leaking radioactive waste at Dessel and Doel in Belgium
Is the Commission aware of the leaking radioactive waste in the municipalities of Dessel and Doel in Belgium?

Is the Commission closely monitoring the correct application of Council Directive 2011/70/Euratom of
19 July 2011?

Did Belgium correctly transpose this directive, as required, into its national legislation by 23 August 2013?

Has the Commission asked Belgium for a risk analysis with respect to the leaking radioactive waste? If so, how great is
the risk? If not, why not?

Answer given by Mr Oettinger on behalf of the Commission
(18 November 2013)

1. The Commission is aware that during a visual inspection conducted in early 2013 an abnormality was found in
several concrete casks of conditioned waste stored at Belgoprocess, as reported by FANC (federaal agentschap voor
nucleaire controle) ().

2-3. The Commission is in the process of examining the implementation in every Member State. If this examination
indicates that a MS is not meeting its obligation under EC law to correctly transpose Directive 2011/70/Euratom, the
Commission will take appropriate action.

4. No specific risk analysis has been requested by the Commission. Supervision of the safety of nuclear
installations and radioactive waste management is a national competence. Regulatory control and inspections, as well
as enforcement actions, are the tasks of the national competent authorities.

The Commission has the right to verify the operation and efficiency of the systems in the Member States which
monitor the level of radioactivity in air, water and soil (). However, in this case, all information made available at this
point by FANC leads to the conclusion that there is no radiological impact on the population or the environment.

() http://www.fanc.fgov.be/fr[page/homepage-agence-federale-de-controle-nucleaire-afen/1.aspx
() Article 35 of the Euratom Treaty.
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Vraag met verzoek om schriftelijk antwoord E-010982/13
aan de Commissie
Bart Staes (Verts/ALE)
(26 september 2013)

Betreft: Maatregelen i.v.m. nationale doelstellingen op het vlak van hernieuwbare energie tegen 2020

Op basis van Richtlijn 2009/28/EG leggen de EU en de lidstaten zichzelf doelstellingen op voor het bevorderen van
hernieuwbare energie met bindende nationale streefcijfers van 20 % hernieuwbare energie in het eindenergieverbruik
en 10 % in het verkeer tegen 2020. In haar voortgangsrapport inzake duurzame energie dat begin dit jaar verscheen,
toont de Commissie duidelijk aan dat met het huidige beleid deze doelstellingen in vele lidstaten niet gehaald zullen
worden. De Commissie engageert zich in het voortgangsrapport om richtsnoeren op te stellen en inbreukprocedures
op te starten wanneer lidstaten hun verplichtingen niet nagaan.

1. Wanneer zal de Commissie deze richtsnoeren uitbrengen?
2. Inwelke vorm zal dit gebeuren, hoe zal de Commissie ervoor zorgen dat de lidstaten de richtsnoeren opvolgen?
3. Kande Commissie nog andere maatregelen ondernemen?

4. In mei 2013 startte de Commissie een inbreukprocedure tegen Belgi€ en riep het land op om aan de EU-regels
voor hernieuwbare energie te voldoen. Heeft Belgi¢ hierop gereageerd en zo ja, hoe?

Antwoord van de heer Oettinger namens de Commissie
(15 november 2013)

1. Op 5 november heeft de Commissie het richtsnoer inzake steunregelingen voor hernieuwbare energiebronnen
uitgebracht om ervoor te zorgen dat hernieuwbare energie in de lidstaten op de meest kosteneffectieve wijze wordt
ontwikkeld door de energieproductie uit hernieuwbare bronnen te integreren in de energiemarkt, en door
steunregelingen stabiel en geloofwaardig te maken en zich tegelijkertijd flexibel te blijven aanpassen aan de
veranderende technologische ontwikkeling.

2. Hetrichtsnoer van de Commissie is een werkdocument van de diensten van de Commissie dat gevoegd is bij een
mededeling over het zo goed mogelijk inzetten van overheidsinterventies op de elektriciteitsmarkt. Het
werkdocument bevat de belangrijkste beginselen die de Commissie zal toepassen bij de beoordeling van
staatstussenkomsten inzake steunregelingen, capaciteitsmechanismen of maatregelen die de respons op de vraag van
de consumenten verzekeren. Het pakket omvat ook richtsnoeren voor het gebruik van samenwerkingsmechanismen
inzake hernieuwbare energie. Deze documenten zijn niet-bindende maatregelen. Dit pakket zal worden gepresenteerd
en besproken tijdens de volgende Energieraad in december dit jaar.

3. De Commissie ziet echter in alle lidstaten van dichtbij toe op de trajecten van de aandelen hernieuwbare energie
en zal maatregelen treffen als de lidstaten niet hun verplichtingen niet nakomen. Tegen eind 2014 is de Commissie
voornemens om in haar volgende voortgangsverslag inzake hernieuwbare energie te beoordelen welke vooruitgang
de lidstaten hebben geboekt inzake de tussentijdse 2011/2012-doelstellingen te beoordelen.

4. De Commissie heeft de Belgische autoriteiten in mei 2013 inderdaad op grond van Richtlijn 2009/28/EG een
met redenen omkleed advies toegezonden aan de Belgische autoriteiten wegens de niet-mededeling van
omzettingsmaatregelen (). De antwoorden van de Belgische autoriteiten worden momenteel door de Commissie
beoordeeld.

()  Richtlijn 2009/28/EG van het Europees Parlement en de Raad van 23 april 2009:
http:/[eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=0J:L:2009:140:0016:006 2:NL:PDF .
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Question for written answer E-010982/13
to the Commission
Bart Staes (Verts/ALE)
(26 September 2013)

Subject: Measures relating to national targets on renewable energy by 2020

Under Directive 2009/28/EC, the EU and the Member States set themselves targets for the promotion of renewable
energy, with mandatory national targets of at least a 20% share of energy from renewable sources in the gross final
consumption of energy in 2020 and at least 10% of the final consumption of energy in transport. In the
Commission’s progress report on renewable energy, which was published at the start of this year, the Commission
stresses that these targets will not be met in many Member States without policy changes. In the progress report, the
Commission undertakes to compile guidelines and open infringement proceedings if Member States do not comply
with their obligations.

1. When is the Commission going to issue those guidelines?

2. In what form will this happen and how will the Commission ensure that Member States comply with the
guidelines?

3. Can the Commission take other measures?

4. InMay 2013, the Commission opened infringement proceedings against Belgium and called on that country to
comply with EU regulations on renewable energy. Has Belgium responded and, if so, how?

Answer given by Mr Oettinger on behalf of the Commission
(15 November 2013)

1. On 5 November the Commission issued the guidance on renewables’ support schemes to ensure that Member
States’ development of renewable energy is done in the most cost-effective way by integrating renewable energy
production in the energy market, and making support schemes stable and credible while remaining flexible to adapt
to changing technological evolution.

2. The guidance from the Commission is in the form of a staff working document attached to a communication
on making the most of public intervention in the electricity market which sets out the main principles which the
Commission will apply when assessing state interventions relating to renewable support schemes, capacity
mechanisms or measures to ensure consumer demand response. The package includes also Guidance on the use of
renewable energy cooperation mechanisms. These documents are non-binding measures. This package will be
presented and discussed in the next Energy Council in December this year.

3. The Commission is however following closely the trajectories of the renewables shares in all Member States and
will take action should Member States not fulfil their obligations. By the end of 2014 the Commission intends to issue
its next Renewable energy progress report assessing progress of Member States towards the 2011/2012 interim
targets.

4. The Commission has indeed sent in May 2013 a reasoned opinion to Belgian authorities for
non-communication of transposition measures under Directive 2009/28/EC ('). The replies of the Belgian authorities
are currently being assessed by the Commission.

()  Directive 2009/28/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23" April 2009, Available at:
http:/[eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=0j:L:2009:140:0016:006 2:en:PDF
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Anfrage zur schriftlichen Beantwortung P-010983/13
an die Kommission
Werner Schulz (Verts/ALE)
(26. September 2013)

Betrifft: Nichtgewidhrung der EU-Forderung fiir unabhingige Wahlbeobachtung in Aserbaidschan

Die EU-Kommission hat im Dezember 2012 eine Ausschreibung (EIDHR 19.04.01 und 19.08.01.03) iiber
2,2 Mio. EUR veréffentlicht, u.a. mit dem Ziel, die Beobachtung der anstehenden Prisidentschafts- Lokal- und
Parlamentswahlen in Aserbaidschan zu beobachten. Laut urspriinglichem Zeitplan hitte die Entscheidung am 5. Mai
2013 fallen miissen, und die Vertragsunterzeichnung hitte am 30.5. sein sollen, damit eine gute Vorbereitung
rechtzeitig vor den Prisidentschaftswahlen im Oktober 2013 ermdéglicht worden wire.

Die Entscheidungsfindung wurde jedoch um iiber zwei Monate verzogert. Ende Juli erhielten alle Bewerber fiir die
Beobachtung der Prasidentschaftswahlen eine Absage, darunter auch renommierte und durch Kooperation mit
EU-Partnern erfahrene nichtstaatliche Organisationen (NGOs). Die veranschlagten 2,2 Mio. EUR wurden fast
vollstindig von der EU-Delegation in Baku nach Briissel zuriick iiberwiesen.

— Warum wurden in der Aufforderung zur Einreichung von Vorschligen nichtregistrierte Organisationen nicht als
Antragsteller zugelassen?

— Ist der Kommission bewusst, dass, wie in allen autoritir regierten Staaten der Ostlichen Partnerschaft, kritische
NGOs nicht zur Registrierung zugelassen werden?

— Wie konnte es zu der Verzogerung von zwei Monaten bei der Arbeit der Evaluationskommission kommen?
— Welche Maffnahmen unternimmt die Kommission, um die Delegation in Baku in ihrer Arbeitsfahigkeit zu starken?

— Welche Mafinahmen unternimmt die Kommission, um Organisationen der zivilgesellschaftlichen
Wahlbeobachtung in den Staaten der Ostlichen Partnerschaft in ihrer Arbeit nachhaltig und planbar zu fordern?

Antwort von Herrn Fiile im Namen der Kommission
(24. Oktober 2013)

Anders als nach Informationsstand des Herrn Abgeordneten wurden von dem ausgeschriebenen Gesamtbudget von
2,2 Mio. EUR beinahe 90 % (1 970 762 EUR) vertraglich vergeben. Lediglich die restlichen 229 238 EUR flossen
zuriick. Die Wahlen wurden in Los 2 (Budget: 1 Mio. EUR) abgedeckt, dabei wurden nicht ausschlieflich die
Prisidentschaftswahlen, sondern auch die Kommunal- und Parlamentswahlen beriicksichtigt. Bedauerlicherweise
waren die fiir Los 2 eingereichten Antrdge jedoch unzureichend in Anzahl und Qualitit.

Nicht registrierte Organisationen konnten an der Ausschreibung gemeinsam mit registrierten Antragstellern
teilnehmen. Die Delegation hat die Bildung solcher Partnerschaften, die im Rahmen des EIDHR (') durchaus moglich
sind, aktiv gefordert.

Der zeitliche Ablauf der Ausschreibung erfolgte nach dem iiblichen Verfahren. Die Einreichungsfrist wurde in der
Berichtigung von 15. Mdrz 2013 um zwei Wochen verlingert, um die Anforderungen fiir Mitantragsteller weniger
restriktiv. zu machen: Benachrichtigungen {iber Konzeptpapiere wurden am 17.Mai 2013 versandt,
Benachrichtigungen tiber vollstindige Antrige und Forderfahigkeit am 23.Juli 2013.Die Delegation ist ihren
Aufgaben in effektiver Weise nachgekommen und ist mit qualifiziertem Personal besetzt.

Im Hinblick auf zukiinftige Mafnahmen wird die Kommission weitere Anstrengungen unternehmen, um die
Zusammenarbeit mit nicht registrierten NRO (?) zu erleichtern, die tatsichlich durch das EIDHR in Aserbaidschan
unterstiitzt wurden. Um den NRO bei der Antragstellung auf Mittel der EU zu helfen, hat die Kommission ein Projekt
zur technischen Unterstiitzung eingeleitet. Ebenso hat sie erneut die jahrlichen Haushaltsmittel zur Unterstiitzung der
Zivilgesellschaft durch thematische und geografische Programme erhéht.

() Europdisches Instrument fiir Demokratie und Menschenrechte.
()  Nichtregierungsorganisationen.
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Question for written answer P-010983/13
to the Commission
Werner Schulz (Verts/ALE)
(26 September 2013)

Subject: Failure to grant EU assistance for independent election observation in Azerbaijan

In December 2012 the Commission published a call for proposals (EIDHR 19.04.01 und 19.08.01.03) worth
EUR 2.2 million with the aim, among other things, of providing for observation of the imminent presidential, local
and parliamentary elections in Azerbaijan. Under the initial timetable, a decision should have been taken on
5May 2013 and agreements should have been signed on 30 May in order to allow plenty of time for preparation
before the presidential election in October 2013.

The decision was, however, put off for over two months. At the end of July, all applicants for observer status for the
presidential election, including reputable NGOs with experience of working with EU partners, received a rejection.
Almost all the projected expenditure of EUR 2.2 million was returned to Brussels by the EU Delegation in Baku.

— Why were non-registered organisations not permitted to apply in the call for proposals?

— Is the Commission aware that NGOs critical of the regime in Azerbaijan are, as in all states in the Eastern
Partnership that are subject to authoritarian rule, not being admitted for registration?

— How come there was a two-month hold-up in the work of the Evaluation Committee?
— What action is the Commission taking to increase the effectiveness of the work of the Delegation in Baku?

— What action is the Commission taking to assist civil society organisations for election observation in the countries
of the Eastern Partnership to plan and sustain their activities?

Answer given by Mr Fiile on behalf of the Commission
(24 October 2013)

Contrary to the Honourable Member’s information, out of the total call for proposals budget of EUR 2.2 million
almost 90% of the funds (EUR 1 970 762) were contracted. Only the remainder of EUR 229 238 was returned.
Elections were covered in Lot 2 (EUR 1 million budget), focused not only on the presidential elections, but also on the
municipal and parliamentary elections. Regrettably, the proposals submitted under Lot 2 were, however, insufficient
in numbers and quality.

Non-registered organisations were able to participate in the call in partnership with registered applicants. The
Delegation actively encouraged the forming of such partnerships, which are a distinct possibility under EIDHR ().

The call calendar followed the usual procedure. The submission deadline was extended by two weeks in the
15 March 2013 Corrigendum, in order to allow for less restrictive eligibility for co-applicants: Notifications on
Concept Notes were sent on 17 May 2013 and on Full Application and eligibility on 23 July 2013. The Delegation
has been performing its tasks effectively and is fully equipped with skilled staff.

Concerning future action, the Commission will undertake further efforts to facilitate cooperation with non-registered
NGOs (%), which were indeed supported through EIDHR in Azerbaijan. Furthermore, in order to help NGOs to apply
for EU grants the Commission has launched a technical assistance project. It has also continued to increase the annual
budget for support to civil society through thematic and geographical programmes.

() European Instrument for Democracy and Human Rights.
()  Non-governmental organisations.
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Pregunta con solicitud de respuesta escrita E-010984/13
ala Comisiéon
Ifiaki Irazabalbeitia Ferndndez (Verts/ALE)
(26 de septiembre de 2013)

Asunto: Vacunacién de los infantes en la Unién Europea

En varios paises europeos las posiciones contrarias a la vacunacién obligatoria, como la llamada triple virica, se estdn
extendiendo en la sociedad y en las familias. Las familias se niegan a que sus hijos e hijas sean vacunados.

El niimero de casos de enfermedades como la viruela se estd multiplicando exponencialmente en paises de la Union.
La razon principal es la negativa de las familias a vacunar a sus hijos e hijas. Eso se debe, en gran medida, a que han
recibido informacion falsa o sesgada sobre los posibles efectos secundarios negativos de la vacunacién. Ello crea una
situacion sanitaria negativa en nuestras sociedades, que puede ir agravandose en el futuro si no se toman las medidas
oportunas.

¢Es consciente la Comisi6n de este problema?
¢Tiene datos la Comision sobre el porcentaje de infantes sin vacunar en los diferentes paises de la Unién?

¢Tiene la Comision datos actualizados sobre el aumento e incidencia de casos de enfermedades contagiosas, como la
viruela, en los paises de la Union?

¢Estd la Comisién considerando la posibilidad de lanzar algtn tipo de iniciativa en colaboracién con las autoridades
estatales y locales para contrarrestar la informacion falsa y sesgada que reciben las familias sobre la vacunacién?

Respuesta del Sr. Borg en nombre de la Comisién
(21 de noviembre de 2013)

La Comision conoce el problema de la posicidon contraria a la vacunacién, que estd afectando a los indices de
vacunaci6n en la Unién Europea.

Los datos sobre la cobertura de las enfermedades que se previenen mediante vacunacién en la infancia son
proporcionados por Venice 2, proyecto coordinado por el Centro Europeo para la Prevencion y el Control de las
Enfermedadess (). En 1980, la Organizacién Mundial de la Salud declaré erradicada la viruela a nivel mundial.

En lo que respecta a las iniciativas para mejorar la percepcion de los beneficios de la vacunacién infantil, en 2011 el
Consejo adoptd conclusiones a fin de intensificar los esfuerzos dirigidos a mejorar la cobertura de inmunizacién para
las enfermedades que se previenen mediante vacunacion, incluidos el sarampion, las paperas y la rubeola. La
conferencia organizada por la Comisién en 2012 sobre inmunizacién infantil puso de relieve la importancia, en
particular, de la vacunacion contra el sarampion y la rubeola.

La Decisién del Parlamento Europeo y del Consejo, de 22 de octubre de 2013, sobre las graves amenazas
transfronterizas para la salud insta a que se mejoren los procesos de intercambio de informacién en relacién con la
cobertura de las enfermedades que se previenen mediante vacunacién. Ademds, la Decision establece una base
juridica para las medidas de coordinaci6n dirigidas a controlar los brotes, incluida la vacunacién. La Decisién permite
la adquisicién conjunta de contramedidas médicas y hard posible que los Estados miembros de la UE que participan
en este proceso adquieran conjuntamente las vacunas.

Por dltimo, la vacunaciéon es competencia de las autoridades nacionales de salud pdblica, que son también
responsables de comunicar a la poblacion en general y a los profesionales de la salud los beneficios de la vacunacién.

() http:/[venice.cineca.org/reports.html
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Question for written answer E-010984/13
to the Commission

Ifiaki Irazabalbeitia Ferndndez (Verts/ALE)
(26 September 2013)

Subject: Vaccination of infants in the European Union

In several EU countries, opposition to mandatory vaccinations, such as MMR, is spreading in society and in families.
Families refuse to allow their children to be vaccinated.

The number of cases of diseases like smallpox is multiplying exponentially in countries in the Union. The main reason
is the refusal of families to vaccinate their children. This is largely due to them having received false or biased
information about possible negative secondary effects of vaccination. This is creating a negative health situation in
our societies, which may worsen in the future if appropriate measures are not taken.

Is the Commission aware of this problem?

Does the Commission have data on the percentage of unvaccinated infants in the different countries in the European
Union?

Does the Commission have up-to-date information on the increase in the incidence of cases of infectious diseases like
smallpox in countries in the Union?

Is the Commission considering the possibility of launching some kind of initiative in collaboration with state and
local authorities to counter the false and biased information that families receive about vaccination?

Answer given by Mr Borg on behalf of the Commission
(21 November 2013)

The Commission is aware of the issue of vaccination refusal which is impacting vaccination coverage rates in the
European Union.

Data on coverage of vaccine preventable diseases in childhood is provided by the VENICE 2 project coordinated by
the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control. (') Smallpox has been declared by the World Health
Organisation globally eradicated in 1980.

Concerning initiatives to improve the perception of the benefits of childhood vaccination, the Council adopted
conclusions in 2011 to strengthen efforts to improve immunisation coverage for vaccine preventable diseases,
including measles, mumps and rubella. The conference organised by the Commission in 2012 on childhood
immunisation further underlined the importance in particular of vaccination against measles and rubella.

The European Parliament and Council Decision of 22 October 2013 on serious cross border threats to health calls for
improved processes to exchange information related to the coverage of vaccine preventable diseases. In addition, the
decision provides a legal basis for coordination measures to control outbreaks, including vaccination. The decision
further enables the joint procurement of medical countermeasures and will allow EU Member States that participate
in this process to procure jointly vaccines.

Finally, vaccination is the competence of national public health authorities, who are also responsible to communicate
the benefits of vaccination to the general population and healthcare workers.

() http://venice.cineca.org/reports.html
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Pregunta con solicitud de respuesta escrita E-010985/13
ala Comisiéon
Ifiaki Irazabalbeitia Ferndndez (Verts/ALE)
(26 de septiembre de 2013)

Asunto: Prestacion de desempleo en la Eurozona
¢Conoce la Comision la sugerencia del FMI de crear una prestacién comtin por desempleo en la eurozona?

¢Qué opinion le merece?

Respuesta del Sr. Rehn en nombre de la Comisién
(20 de noviembre de 2013)

El Fondo Monetario Internacional (FMI), publicé en septiembre de 2013 el informe titulado «Towards a Fiscal Union
for the Euro Area» (Hacia una unién fiscal para la zona del euro), en el que se menciona, entre otras iniciativas para
completar la UEM, un sistema de transferencias temporales para mejorar la distribucion del riesgo. Una de las
opciones consideradas es un régimen comin de seguro de desempleo. Si bien el informe del FMI aboga por
incrementar la distribucion del riesgo en la zona del euro, no destaca ninguna propuesta individual como la mds
adecuada para conseguir ese prop6sito. Con el fin de limitar el riesgo moral, el FMI aclara en su informe que, como
requisito previo para cualquier incremento de la distribucién del riesgo es preciso reforzar la gobernanza y las
disposiciones en materia de ejecucion. El andlisis del FMI coincide en gran medida con el de la Comisién.

En su plan general de profundizacién de la UEM, de noviembre de 2012, la Comisién analiza las perspectivas a corto,
medio y largo plazo. A largo plazo, también menciona la posibilidad de avanzar de forma escalonada hacia una
capacidad presupuestaria para reforzar la estabilizacion que incluya un sistema vinculado a las prestaciones por
desempleo. El principio rector serfa que todo paso hacia una mayor mutualizacion del riesgo debe ir acompafiado de
una mayor disciplina e integracién presupuestarias.

En su reciente Comunicacién «Strengthening the Social Dimension of EMU» (Refuerzo de la dimensi6n social de la
UEM), la Comisién ha reiterado que a largo plazo podria desarrollarse una capacidad de estabilizacion a nivel de la
UEM. Dado que las competencias de la UE en materia de presupuesto, empleo y proteccion social son limitadas, esta
tltima etapa requerirfa una revision fundamental de los Tratados que deberfa ir acompafiada de una integracion
politica equivalente, con las necesarias garantias de legitimidad democratica y rendicién de cuentas.
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Question for written answer E-010985/13
to the Commission

Ifiaki Irazabalbeitia Ferndndez (Verts/ALE)
(26 September 2013)

Subject: Unemployment benefit in the euro area

Is the Commission aware of the International Monetary Fund (FMI)’s suggestion to create a common unemployment
benefit for the euro area?

What is its opinion of it?

Answer given by Mr Rehn on behalf of the Commission
(20 November 2013)

The International Monetary Fund (IMF) published in September 2013 a staff discussion note ‘Towards a fiscal union
for the euro area’ mentioning, among other initiatives to complete the EMU, a system of temporary transfers to
improve risk-sharing. A common unemployment insurance scheme is one of the options reviewed. While the IMF
note advocates increasing fiscal risk-sharing in the euro area, it does not single out one proposal as best adequate for
that purpose. In order to contain moral hazard, the IMF note clarifies that as a prerequisite for any increase in fiscal
risk sharing, governance and enforcement provisions should be further strengthened. The IMF analysis is largely
consistent with that of the Commission.

In its Blueprint on the deepening of EMU of November 2012, the Commission analysed prospects for further EMU
deepening over the short, medium and long-term. For the long-term, it also mentions possibilities for a step-wise
move towards a fiscal capacity to enhance stabilisation, including a system linked to unemployment benefits. The
guiding principle would be that any steps to further mutualisation of risk go hand-in-hand with greater fiscal
discipline and integration.

In its recent communication on ‘Strengthening the Social Dimension of EMU’, the Commission has reiterated that an
EMU-level stabilisation capacity could be developed in the long-run. Given that the EU’s competences are limited as
regards budget, employment and social protection, this final stage would require a fundamental overhaul of the
Treaties, which would also have to be accompanied by commensurate political integration, ensuring democratic
legitimacy and accountability.
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(Versidn espafiola)

Pregunta con solicitud de respuesta escrita E-010986/13
ala Comisiéon
Ifiaki Irazabalbeitia Ferndndez (Verts/ALE)
(26 de septiembre de 2013)

Asunto: Primas a renovables y excepciones en Esparia

El Gobierno espafiol aprobé en julio pasado un decreto-ley mediante el cual se reforma el sector eléctrico en el Estado.
Este decreto-ley cambia las reglas de juego del sector eléctrico espafiol (Real Decreto-ley 9/2013 de 12 de julio). Por
ejemplo, mediante ese decreto-ley se suprimen las primas por generacion para las energfas renovables.

Sin embargo, el decreto-ley sefiala una excepcidn a esa supresion. La misma no afectard de la misma forma a las
adjudicatarias de un concurso solar de I+D de 2010. Aunque el texto del decreto estd en plural, solo existe un posible
beneficiario de esa excepcion: Solar Reserve. A esta empresa se le mantendrd la oferta econémica que presenté en el
CONcurso.

sConoce la Comision ese hecho?

¢Qué opinidn tiene la Comision sobe el hecho de que el decreto-ley dé trato de favor a un operador concreto del
sistema?

¢Considera la Comision que el decreto-ley defiende la libre competencia?

Respuesta del Sr. Oettinger en nombre de la Comisién
(14 de noviembre de 2013)

La Comisién no tiene conocimiento del caso concreto al que hace referencia Su Sefioria, pero se pondrd en contacto
con las autoridades espafiolas para recabar mds informacién.

Si existiera un caso de discriminacién, la Comisién analizarfa si dicha medida estd justificada en virtud de la
legislacion de la UE.
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Question for written answer E-010986/13
to the Commission

Ifiaki Irazabalbeitia Ferndndez (Verts/ALE)
(26 September 2013)

Subject: Renewable energy premiums and exceptions in Spain

In July, the Spanish Government adopted a decree-law to reform the country’s electricity sector. This decree-law
changes the rules of play for the Spanish electricity sector (Royal Decree-law 9/2013 of 12 July). For example, this
decree-law removes the premiums for generating renewable energies.

However, the decree-law makes an exception to this removal. It will not have the same effect on winners of tenders
for solar energy R&D in 2010. Although the decree’s text uses the plural, there is only one possible beneficiary of this
exception: Solar Reserve. The financial offer made by this company in its bid to tender will be maintained.

Is the Commission aware of this fact?

What is the Commission’s opinion of the fact that this decree-law gives favourable treatment to a particular operator
of the system?

Does the Commission consider the decree-law to defend free competition?

Answer given by Mr Oettinger on behalf of the Commission
(14 November 2013)

The Commission is not aware of the specific case referred to by the Honourable Member, but it will contact Spanish
authorities to obtain further information.

If there is a case of discrimination, the Commission will analyse if such measure is justified according to the EU
legislation.
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Epdrtnon pe aitnpa ypartic andvinong E-010988/13
npog v Enrtpor)
Georgios Toussas (GUE/NGL)
(26 Zemrtepfpiov 2013)

Oépa: 'Ox1 ot 1dwwtikonoinon e napahiag e Kapadavag

Ye ebehibn Ppioketar and to TAIMEA 1 dwadikacia wwtikonoinong g napahiag e Kapadavag — éxtaons 1 000
otpeppatey — oto Navmhio g Apyolidac, pe cofapég emmTdOELS yio TV pyatikr TAEN Kat Ta Adika oTpopata g
EUpPUTEPT|G TEPLOXTiC. AmapadekTn andgact), moU evtacoetal otV avthaikr mo\tkn ¢ ouykupepvrjong NA-TTAZOK, ¢
EE kat g tpoikag, yia v napadoor) dnpociey Xepey Kal UTodopAY TG XHPag G LoVOTmAAKoUG Opiloug.

H epnopeupatonoinon e napakiag e Kapadavag pedodevetar edo kar moAka xpovia. O Snpotikr apyr tou Naumhiou
¢xel dwoer adeia Aertoupyiag oe payalia oty mapalia, ta onoia oucaoTikd epnodilouy Ty e\evdepn mpoofaon Twv
epyalOpEvoV KaToikov.

Me eudlvy g dnuotikig apxic tou Naumhiou, akpifac mave and v napalia g Kapadavag Aertoupyel mapavopn
Xopatepr mou anotelel fOpfa yia Ty Uyela TOV AOUOHEVOV KaL TGV KATOIK®V TG TEPLOXTS KAt HOVIN €0TIA pUTIAVONG TOU
nepifaMoviog. H katdotaon pe ta okoumidia £xel ¢Taoel 6To anpoxwpnto Kaddc TOANEG QOpES £xouV TACEL YOTILA, e
anotéheopa va éxel kagl kot eva koppat tou fouvou. H Sucoopia eivar avundgopn kai i Tig mpates fpoxés peet fpopiko
vepo and tov okoumdotono npog | Jahacoa.

Baputateg eivar ot eudives g ouykufépvnong NA-TIAZOK, onwg kat tov mponyoUpevey kufepvrjoewy, TG dnpotikig
apxc Naumhiou kar g IMepigepeiakns Atoiknong e Avatohkng I[lehomowvrioou yiati anoppintouv T diahoyn
anoppippdtev (xapt, yual, pétala, opyavikd) oty myn, faciki npoUnoddesn yia TV anOTEAESUATIKT] AVAKUKA®OT] TOV
AMOPPLHPATOVY Kat X0pic UYnAO KOOTOG. YIOUETOUV Tr HEYIOTOMOINGOT TOV CUUHEIKTGY AMOPPLHHATOV TPOGVGVTAS £T0L TN
\Uon e kavong, mou Palet o TepaoTious Kivduvoug t dnpodoia uyela, dedopévou Ot mapayel TG kapKivoyoves dlokives kat
aMa emikivduva yia v vyela kot o meptpaAov anofnta. H Swayeipion twv anoppippdtey oxedialetal pe kpitipto ta
EMIYELPNHATIKA KEPON Kat OXL TNV POTTasia TG UYelag TG AaikrG OlkoyEvelag kat Tou meptaANovTog TG mepLoxiG.

Tg tonodeteitar ) Emtpon ota dikona artipata tev epyalopevev katoikwy e nepioxis, ta onoia npofdilouv to KKE, 1
Adaikr) Zuomeipwor) ka paikol opelg evavtia oty ekxopron g napahiag Kapadavag o 1010t kot yia mapalies avoiyteg
yia 6ho 0 Ao, dwpedv, pie Tig katdhAnAes unodopés; Iag Tonodeteitar oTa artipata yio Snproupyia kpaTikoy gopéa yia T
duayeipion Tov anoppippdtey, apeorn Siahoyn TOV anoppPIHPATOY OTY TNy, AVAKUKAGOT], ENESEpyaoia KOPMOOTONOINoNG
(yia opyavikd Mimaopa) ko tagr twv unoleppatov oe XYTA pe katoxupoot) ¢ SOUNEIAS Kat TV EpYactakay SKawpaTtoy
0NV TV epyalopEvey OTOV TOHEN AUTOV KL Y10 TO APEGO KAEIOIIO TG XWHATEPT)G KL TV ATOKATAOTAGT] TOU XOPOU;

Anavrnon tou k. Rehn €€ ovopatog ¢ Enrtporng
(20 Noepfpiov 2013)

Ynevduva va dopyaveovouy Tig Sadikasie diwtikonoinong eivar ta kpdtn péNn, mpevag anoAUteg to dikaio g EE kat
Nappavovrac unoyn g diedveic epmepies kar feltioteg mpaktikés. H andgacr) 60ov agopd mola MepLouciakd oTotyeia tou
Anpoctiou 1) moteg dnjpooteg enxeprioeig mpénet va Wiwtikonowdolv, oe motov fadpd ket pe mota oeipa da diekaydouv ot ev
A\oye wtikonooels undyetat €€ OAOKATPOU 0TV appodLOTITa Twv ENAVIKGOV apyov.

H eupomnaikn vopodeoia nepihapfaver diagpopoug oTdXoug mou anofAETouv oty evIApPUVGT| TIG ENAVAYPTGLLOTOLNONG Kat
e avakUkAwons g Twv aotikdv anofMtev (To m0cooTo enavayproiponoinans/avakukhwong g tdkews tou 50%
nipénel va entteuyVel o6 to 2020). Eivar appodiota twv kpatev HeAdy va opyavevouy ta dikd Toug cuatrpata Stayelptong
anofAitev, £tol GOTe va emTuyyavovtal ot eupemaikol atoxol. Qg ek TouTou, 1 evdeyOpevr dnpoupyia evog edvikou
0pYaVIGHOU i Ta amofANTa anoteNel amOKAEIOTIKT APHOSIOTITA TV EDVIKGOV apyV.

Supgova pe ta otorxela tou unéfakav ot eEAMvikés apyés tov Zemtépfpto tou 2013, O\ot oL TapavopLoL YGPOL UYELOVORIKNG
Tagn¢ anofMtev oty meptoyr tou Naunhiou £xouv kAeioel Kat TPOG TO mapov Tehouv umod diadikasies anokatdotaong.
Qotooo, eav 1 Emtpony Aafel véa otoryeia mou amodeikviouv T i GURHOPQP®OT oTov Topéa autd, da Adafet Ola ta
avaykaia PETpa GoTe va dtac@alicel Ty mMpr) EQapuoyr] TG EUPWMAIKNG Vopoveoiag.
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Question for written answer E-010988/13
to the Commission
Georgios Toussas (GUE/NGL)
(26 September 2013)

Subject: No to privatisation of Karathona beach

Privatisation of Karathona beach in Nafplion Argolidas (100 hectares) is currently being negotiated by the Hellenic
Republic Asset Development Fund. This will have a serious impact on the working and grassroots classes in the area
as a whole. This unacceptable decision forms part of the anti-grassroots policy of the New Democracy/PASOK
coalition, the EU and the Troika to sell off the country’s public spaces and infrastructure to monopoly groups.

The commercialisation of Karathona beach has been pursued for many years now. Nafplion municipal council has
granted licences for shops on the beach, which basically block free access for local workers.

Nafplion municipal council has allowed an illegal rubbish dump to operate directly above Karathona beach; this is an
accident waiting to happen in terms of the health of bathers and local residents and a permanent source of
environmental pollution. The rubbish dump is bursting at the seams and fires have broken out on numerous
occasions, causing fire damage to part of the mountain. The stench is unbearable and the first rains of the season have
washed filthy water down from the dump into the sea.

The New Democracy/PASOK coalition, previous governments, the Nafplion municipal council and the East
Peloponnese regional government have a great deal to answer for, because they refuse to separate paper, glass, metal
and organic waste as the first step towards effective and cheap recycling. They have opted to maximise mixed refuse
dumps and go down the incineration route. This poses a huge threat to public health, because it produces
carcinogenic dioxins and other forms of waste which are harmful to health and damage the environment. Waste
management is designed so that waste companies make a profit, not to protect the health of ordinary people and the
local environment.

What is the Commission’s stand on the fair demands by local workers in the area being put forward by the Greek
Communist Party, the Popular Rally and the media that Karathona beach should not be sold off and that beaches with
suitable infrastructures should be accessible to everyone, free of charge? What is its stand on the demands being made
for a government waste management agency to be set up, for waste to be sorted at source, recycled and composted
(for organic fertiliser) and for the remainder to be buried in landfills, for the jobs and labour rights of all workers in
this sector to be protected and for the dump to be closed immediately and the site restored?

Answer given by Mr Rehn on behalf of the Commission
(20 November 2013)

The responsibility to organise privatisation processes belongs to Member States, acting in full compliance with
EC law, and taking into account international experiences and best practices. The choice of what, how far and in
which sequence public assets or companies should be privatised remains entirely with the Greek authorities.

The European legislation includes several targets aiming at encouraging reuse and recycling notably for municipal
waste (50% re-use[recycling rate to be met by 2020). It is the responsibility of the Member States to organise their
waste management systems so that the European targets are met. Therefore the possible creation of a National Waste
Agency is an exclusive competence of the national authorities.

According to the information presented by the Greek authorities in September 2013, all illegal landfills in Naflion
zone have been closed and are currently being rehabilitated. However should the Commission receive any new
information proving the non-compliance in this area, it will take all necessary steps to ensure full application of the
European legislation.
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Question for written answer E-010989/13
to the Council
Nick Griffin (NI)
(26 September 2013)

Subject: Tolerance

Could the Council clarify if any taxpayer’s money has been given to the European Council on Tolerance and
Reconciliation?

Reply
(18 November 2013)

There is no Council budget line for financing the European Council on Tolerance and Reconciliation.
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Question for written answer E-010990/13
to the Commission
Phil Prendergast (S&D)
(26 September 2013)

Subject: Equitable Life compensation payment scheme

Could the Commission indicate whether there are further redress options available to Equitable Life policyholders,
who are being offered about 22% of the calculated losses incurred?

Answer given by Mr Barnier on behalf of the Commission
(12 November 2013)

The Commission fully understands the difficulties the collapse of the Equitable Life Assurance Society has created for
Equitable Life policy-holders.

However, it should be noted that the Consolidated Life Assurance Directive (') does not require that Member States
have in place appropriate and effective schemes for the out-of-court settlement of disputes between insurance
undertakings and their policy-holders.

Nevertheless, the Commission would like to assure the Honourable Member that it will continue to follow the case
closely and will be ready to intervene should evidence of any infringement of EC law emerge from the proceedings set
in motion by the UK authorities.

() OJL345,19.12.2002, p. 1-51.
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Question for written answer E-010991/13
to the Commission
Phil Prendergast (S&D)
(26 September 2013)

Subject: Community trade-mark reform and non-agricultural geographical indicators

Could the Commission clarify whether the creation of collective and certification marks will, in any way, prejudice the
introduction of a specific sui generis set of rules for non-agricultural geographical indicators able to encapsulate
cultural and collective heritage dimensions which fall beyond the scope of those indicators?

Answer given by Mr Barnier on behalf of the Commission
(21 November 2013)

The Commission’s proposal to amend Council Regulation (EC) No 207/2009 on the Community trade mark by, inter
alia, adding provisions on the protection of European certification marks does not prejudge in any way the
Commission’s ongoing reflection on the merits of protecting geographical indications for non-agricultural products
at EU level.

The proposed rules on certification marks complement the existing provisions on Community collective marks and
seek to remedy the current imbalance between the Community trade mark system and national systems, where
certification marks are protected in several Member States. Certification marks allow a (mainly private) certifying
body to permit adherents to the certification system to use the mark as a sign for goods or services complying with
the corresponding certification requirements. Such mark does not need to have any geographic connotation and the
certification requirements are freely set by the certification body. In contrast, geographical indications are a tool to
identify products with a clear link to a geographical location, they are available to all relevant producers in the given
area, and product specifications are linked to production materials or techniques linked to the geographic location
and seek to preserve a traditional quality level. The two tools are therefore complementary.

The analysis of the feasibility of an EU-level protection for non-agricultural products has not yet been completed. No
decision has therefore been taken yet as to its follow-up. The possible introduction, at EU level, of a specific sui
generis set of rules to protect geographical indications for such products is an option that continues to be considered
and further studied.



C208/168 Dziennik Urzedowy Unii Europejskiej 3.7.2014

(English version)

Question for written answer E-010992/13
to the Commission (Vice-President/High Representative)
Phil Bennion (ALDE)
(26 September 2013)

Subject: VP[HR — Protests by Bangladesh workers and the minimum wage

Following the recent BBC Panorama programme investigation and the protests by ready-made--garment workers
(RMG) in Bangladesh, can the Vice-President/High Representative please update me on any progress that EEAS can
see on the following:

1. Is the protocol agreed between the UN, international companies (especially European- based firms), the
Bangladesh Government and Bangladeshi trade unions being implemented?

2. Is the Vice-President/High Representative aware of any plans by the Bangladesh Government to increase the
minimum wage?

3. Have basic health and safety standards, such as keeping gates to factories unlocked, been implemented?

4. Has any provision been made to ensure that RMG workers are not being unofficially worked outside of their
legal working times? If so, is this mechanism being enforced effectively?

Answer given by Mr De Gucht on behalf of the Commission
(26 November 2013)

The European Commission understands the question refers to the Accord on Fire and Building Safety, to which the
Commission is not a party and which was initiated by trade unions and NGOs, together with industry. The EU
welcomes this initiative, which has been signed by over 100, mostly European, companies sourcing from Bangladesh.
The International Labour Organisation (ILO) is coordinating efforts by the Accord and other similar initiatives to
strengthen inter alia the inspection of garment factories in Bangladesh, including on safety standards and working
conditions.

The Commission is aware that Bangladesh is considering increasing the minimum wage. A new Wage Board has been
established, and its members include employers’ and workers’ representatives.

The Honourable Member is also referred to replies to questions (E-008416/13, E-008417/2013, E-008418/2013,
E-008419/2013, E-10828/13) (') on initiatives by the Commission in Bangladesh, in particular, on the Sustainability
Compact for continuous improvements in labour rights and factory safety in the Ready-Made Garment and Knitwear
Industry in Bangladesh (3.

() http://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/parliamentary-questions.html?tabType=wq#sidesForm
() http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2013 [july/tradoc_151601.pdf
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Interrogazione con richiesta di risposta scritta E-010993/13
alla Commissione
Mara Bizzotto (EFD)
(26 settembre 2013)

Oggetto: Problematiche relative allapplicazione della direttiva 94/62/CE sugli imballaggi e i rifiuti di imballaggi

11 27 marzo 2013 ¢ stato pubblicato sulla Gazzetta ufficiale della Repubblica italiana il DM 18 marzo 2013 che
individua le caratteristiche tecniche dei sacchi per l'asporto delle merci. Le disposizioni del decreto ministeriale
dovrebbero entrare in vigore dal 13 settembre 2013, data in cui si sarebbe dovuta concludere la procedura di notifica
alla Commissione ai sensi della direttiva 98/34/CE.

Nella risposta alla mia interrogazione E-004332/2013 «Problematiche relative all'applicazione della direttiva
94/62|CE sugli imballaggi e i rifiuti di imballaggio», la Commissione afferma che la legislazione italiana era oggetto di

una procedura di infrazione e ne stava valutando la compatibilita con la normativa europea.

Puo la Commissione:

1. riferire quali osservazioni ha sollevato in seguito alla procedura di infrazione cui ¢ stata sottoposta la normativa
italiana;
2. fornire un aggiornamento sullo stato della procedura d'infrazione citata nella risposta all'interrogazione

E-004332/2013;

3. precisare se la disciplina italiana ¢ in linea con la normativa europea in materia, in particolare con la direttiva
94/62|CE sugli imballaggi e rifiuti di imballaggio?

Risposta di Janez Poto¢nik a nome della Commissione
(21 novembre 2013)

La Commissione sta tutt'ora valutando la compatibilita della legislazione italiana (tra cui la piu recente legislazione
adottata e pubblicata dall'ltalia in data 27 marzo 2013) con la normativa e le politiche dell'UE del settore, ivi
compresa la direttiva 94/62/CE sugli imballaggi e i rifiuti di imballaggio (!).

La Commissione informa l'onorevole deputato che il 4 novembre 2013 ha adottato una proposta di modifica della
summenzionata direttiva in merito alle disposizioni sulle borse di plastica in materiale leggero ().

()  GUL365del 31.12.1994, pag. 1.
@ COM(2013)761 def.
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Question for written answer E-010993/13
to the Commission
Mara Bizzotto (EFD)
(26 September 2013)

Subject: Problems with the application of Directive 94/62/EC on packaging and packaging waste

The Ministerial Decree of 18 March 2013 specifying the technical characteristics of carrier bags was published in the
Official Gazette of the Italian Republic on 27 March 2013. The provisions of the ministerial decree were supposed to
enter into force as of 13 September 2013, the date on which the procedure to notify the Commission in accordance
with Directive 98/34/EC should have been completed.

In its answer to my Question E-004332/2013 ‘Problems with the application of Directive 94/62/EC on packaging
and packaging waste’, the Commission stated that the Italian legislation was the subject of an infringement procedure
and that it was assessing its compatibility with EU legislation.

1. Can the Commission report its observations following the infringement procedure concerning the Italian
legislation?

2. Can it provide an update on the status of the infringement procedure referred to in its answer to
Question E-004332/2013?

3. Can it specify whether the Italian legislation complies with EU legislation in this field, in particular with
Directive 94/62EC on packaging and packaging waste?

Answer given by Mr Poto¢nik on behalf of the Commission
(21 November 2013)

The Commission has not finalised the assessment of the compatibility of the Italian legislation, including the latest
legislation that was adopted and published by Italy on 27/03/2013, with EU legislation and policy in this area,
including Directive 94/62EC on packaging and packaging waste (').

The Commission would like to inform the Honourable Member that on the 4th November 2013 it adopted a
proposal to modify the abovementioned Directive with regard to provisions concerning lightweight plastic bags. (%)

() OJL365,31.12.1994.
(&) COM(2013) 761 final.
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Interrogazione con richiesta di risposta scritta E-010994/13
alla Commissione
Andrea Zanoni (ALDE)
(26 settembre 2013)

Oggetto: Possibile caso di discriminazione sul luogo di lavoro per capigliatura e abbigliamento

11 6 marzo 2012 presso il Tribunale Militare di Verona si sarebbe verificato un episodio discriminatorio a danno di un
dipendente civile del Ministero della Difesa italiano, oggetto di richiamo e preavviso di sanzioni disciplinari in quanto
portatore di capelli lunghi e abbigliamento informale, ritenuti non consoni all'ufficialita dell'ente. II dipendente
sarebbe stato richiamato, con un pressante ordine a modificare il taglio di capelli e 'abbigliamento, e con un’espressa
minaccia di sanzioni disciplinari, seppur in mancanza di ordini di servizio e/o direttive scritte dell'ente in tal senso ().
11 lavoratore, non essendosi adeguato all'ordine, sarebbe stato poi oggetto di ulteriori condotte mobbizzanti tese al
suo isolamento in quanto privato per oltre un mese di un'autonoma postazione di lavoro, nonché attraverso iniziative
disciplinari capziose sino ad innescare documentate patologie a carattere psicologico, pervenendo alle successive
dimissioni per giusta causa con l'attivazione di azione di risarcitoria nei confronti dell'ente (%).

La vicenda sopra descritta appare come un possibile caso di discriminazione dei lavoratori in ragione del loro aspetto
estetico, in assenza di qualsiasi normativa contraria che possa imporre ad un dipendente civile che svolge attivita
presso un ufficio giudiziario militare di avere i capelli corti e un abbigliamento formale con giacca e cravatta.

1. Ritiene la Commissione che sia contrario alla normativa in materia di paritd di trattamento (direttiva
2000/7 8/CE) discriminare sul mercato del lavoro gli uomini che hanno capelli lunghi o un abbigliamento informale,
a maggior ragione quando alcuna norma o uso aziendale imponga questi criteri estetici?

2. Eessadisposta ad esaminare nei particolari la situazione denunciata dall'interrogante presso il Tribunale Militare
di Verona, quale concreto esempio di trattamento discriminatorio riservato agli impiegati di sesso maschile da parte
di un datore di lavoro (si veda l'interrogazione n. E-003765/1998 dell'11 dicembre 1998 e relativa risposta del
10 febbraio 1999)?

3. Viste anche la Raccomandazione 92/131/CEE della Commissione del 27 novembre 1991 e la Risoluzione del
Consiglio del 29 maggio 1990, in tema di tutela della dignita delle donne e degli uomini nel mondo del lavoro, quali
iniziative intende assumere affinché sia contrastata la discriminazione del lavoratore per canoni estetici e di
abbigliamento nel caso concreto ed in via generale?

Risposta di Viviane Reding a nome della Commissione
(21 novembre 2013)

La normativa dellUnione offre tutela da diverse forme di discriminazione sul posto di lavoro: la direttiva
2000/78/CE () vieta le discriminazioni fondate sulla religione o le convinzioni personali, gli handicap, l'eta o le
tendenze sessuali per quanto riguarda 'occupazione e le condizioni di lavoro, la direttiva 2000/43/CE (*) proibisce la
discriminazione per motivi di razza e origine etnica e la direttiva 2006/54/CE (*) attua il principio della parita di
trattamento tra gli uomini e le donne in materia di occupazione e impiego.

La normativa dell'Unione in materia di parita di trattamento non contempla altre forme di discriminazione. Pertanto
la questione se sia legittimo da parte di un datore di lavoro pubblico discriminare o molestare un dipendente sulla
base del suo abbigliamento e della lunghezza dei capelli, come pure del suo aspetto generale, deve essere trattata
nell'ambito del diritto nazionale.

() Lo stesso Presidente del Tribunale Militare di Verona, con nota del 9 maggio 2013, rispondeva a specifica istanza scritta del dipendente in tema di
normative interne all'ente sui canoni estetici e di abbigliamento del personale, affermando testualmente che: «agli atti d'ufficio non risultano ordini
di servizio efo direttive scritte, adottati dai vertici dell'ente in materia dei canoni estetici e di abbigliamento per il personale a status civile in servizio
presso I'ente medesimon.

()  Sivedala motivazione della nota di dimissioni per causa di servizio del 3 febbraio 2013, nonché l'excursus degli eventi quali ripercorsi in dettaglio
nelle istanze del dipendente del 3, 13 e 23 febbraio 2013 alla medesima amministrazione ai fini dell'attivazione del procedimento per il
riconoscimento di infermita per causa di servizio, dichiarato inammissibile con nota del 3 aprile 2013 per sopravvenuta abrogazione dell'istituto.

()  Direttiva 2000/78/CE del Consiglio, del 27 novembre 2000, che stabilisce un quadro generale per la paritad di trattamento in materia di
occupazione e di condizioni di lavoro (GU L 303 del 2.12.2000, pag. 16).

()  Direttiva 2000/43|CE del Consiglio, del 29 giugno 2000, che attua il principio della parita di trattamento tra le persone indipendentemente dalla
razza e dall'origine etnica (GU L 180 del 19 luglio 2000, pag. 22).

()  Direttiva 2006/54/CE, del 5 luglio 2006, sull'attuazione del principio delle pari opportunita e della parita di trattamento tra gli uomini e le donne
in materia di occupazione e impiego (rifusione) (GU L 204 del 26 luglio 2006, pag. 23).
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La raccomandazione 92/131/CEE della Commissione del 27 novembre 1991 () e la risoluzione del Consiglio del
29 maggio 1990 sulla tutela della dignita degli uomini e delle donne nel mondo del lavoro () riguardano le molestie
sessuali o altro comportamento indesiderato di natura sessuale, e non gia i casi di molestia legati all'aspetto generale di
un lavoratore.

Alla luce di queste osservazioni, la Commissione non ha titolo a intervenire in virtti del diritto dell'UE per contrastare
la discriminazione o le molestie nei confronti di lavoratori per canoni estetici e di abbigliamento.

(%  Raccomandazione 92/131/CEE della Commissione, del 27 novembre 1991, sulla tutela della dignita delle donne e degli uomini sul lavoro.
()  Risoluzione del Consiglio, del 29 maggio 1990, sulla tutela della dignitad degli uomini e delle donne nel mondo del lavoro (GU C 157 del
27 giugno 1990, pag. 3).
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Question for written answer E-010994/13
to the Commission
Andrea Zanoni (ALDE)
(26 September 2013)

Subject: Possible case of discrimination in the workplace regarding hair and clothing

On 6 March 2012, at the Verona military tribunal, there was a case of discrimination against a civilian employee of
the Italian Ministry of Defence. The employee was suspended and received notification of disciplinary sanctions
because he had long hair and wore informal clothing, which was considered not in keeping with the body’s official
status. Apparently, the employee was suspended and ordered to change the length of his hair and his attire at once,
with the express threat of disciplinary sanctions, although the organisation had no service regulations and/or written
guidelines relating to these points ('). The worker did not comply with the order and was then subject to further
harassment designed to isolate him, since he was deprived for over a month of his own workstation, and specious
disciplinary measures were taken, which triggered documented psychological disorders. These apparently led to his
subsequent resignation with a claim of just cause, and an action for compensation from the organisation (*).

The events described above seem to constitute a possible case of discrimination against workers on the grounds of
their appearance, in the absence of any rules that might require a civilian employee carrying out duties at a military
legal office to have short hair and adopt formal attire with a jacket and tie.

1. Does the Commission believe that it runs counter to the legislation on equal treatment (Directive 2000/78/EC)
to discriminate in the workplace against men who have long hair or informal attire, and all the more so in cases where
a company rule or practice imposes such criteria regarding appearance?

2. Isthe Commission prepared to take a closer look at the situation at the Verona military tribunal referred to here,
as a specific example of discriminatory treatment of male employees by an employer (see Question E-003765/1998
of 11 December 1998 and the answer of 10 February 1999)?

3. In view of Commission Recommendation 92/131/EEC of 27 November 1991 and the Council Resolution of
29 May 1990 on the protection of the dignity of women and men at work, what action does it intend to take to
combat discrimination against workers on the grounds of rules regarding appearance and attire, in this specific case
and in general?

Answer given by Mrs Reding on behalf of the Commission
(21 November 2013)

EU Directives provide protection from discrimination at the workplace on a number of grounds:
Directive 2000/78/EC (*) prohibits discrimination on grounds of religion or belief, disability, age, or sexual
orientation in employment and occupation; Directive 2000/43 (*) similarly prohibits such discrimination on grounds
of racial and ethnic origin; and Directive 2006/54/EC (*) implements the principle of equal treatment of men and
women in matters of employment and occupation.

EU equal treatment legislation does not cover other grounds of discrimination. Therefore the question whether it is
lawful for a public employer to discriminate or harass an employee on the ground of his attire and the length of his
hair, as well as his general appearance, has to be solved under national law.

() In his note dated 9 May 2013, the President of the Verona military tribunal replied to a specific written question from the employee regarding the
organisation’s rules on the appearance and attire of staff members, stating that: ‘in the official documents there are no service regulations and/or
written guidelines adopted by the management of the organisation regarding rules on appearance or attire for civilian staff working at the
organisation’.

()  See the explanatory statement in the letter of resignation for work-related reasons dated 3 February 2013, and the descriptions of the events as
explained in detail in the employee’s applications dated 3, 13 and 23 February 2013 to the administration with a view to initiating proceedings for
recognition of the existence of work-related illness, declared inadmissible in a letter dated 3 April 2013 because of the subsequent abolition of the
institution.

()  Council Directive 2000/78/EC of 27 November 2000 establishing a general framework for equal treatment in employment and occupation
(OJ L 303, 2.12.2000, p.16).

()  Council Directive 2000/43/EC of 29 June 2000 implementing the principle of equal treatment between persons irrespective of racial or ethnic
origin (OJ L 180 of 19 July 2000 p. 22).

()  Directive 2006/54/EC of 5 July 2006 on the implementation of the principle of equal opportunities and equal treatment of men and women in
matters of employment and occupation (recast) (O] L 204 of 26 July 2006, p. 23).



C208/174 Dziennik Urzedowy Unii Europejskiej 3.7.2014

Commission Recommendation 92/131/EEC of 27 November 1991 () and the Council Resolution of 29 May 1990
on the protection of the dignity of women and men at work (') concern sexual harassment or other unwanted
conduct of a sexual nature. Therefore they do not cover cases of harassment based on a worker’s general appearance.

In view of the abovementioned observations, the Commission is in no position to take action under EC law to combat
discrimination or harassment against workers on the grounds of rules regarding appearance and attire.

()  Commission Recommendation 92/131/EEC of 27 November 1991 on the protection of the dignity of women at work, 92/131/EEC.
() Council Resolution of 29 May 1990 on the protection of the dignity of women and men at work, 90/C 157/02.
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Interrogazione con richiesta di risposta scritta E-010995/13
alla Commissione
Roberta Angelilli (PPE)
(26 settembre 2013)

Oggetto: Possibili finanziamenti per la ricerca universitaria

L'Universita telematica Pegaso, nata con decreto ministeriale del 20 aprile 2006, ¢ una Open University che eroga 9
corsi di laurea, corsi postlaurea e corsi di formazione in ambiente e-learning grazie ad una piattaforma di ultima
generazione unica nel suo genere. L’Ateneo dispone di oltre 200 poli didattici sul territorio e di 8 sedi d’esame nelle
maggiori citta italiane. Pegaso ha come missione il raggiungimento della completa interazione tra accademia e
discente finalizzata al costante perfezionamento delle qualifiche culturali e professionali che si realizza attraverso i
propri modelli pedagogici di formazione continua (Lifelong Learning) e di apprendimento personale (Personal Learning
Environment). Fiore all'occhiello della Pegaso ¢ il servizio di Job Placement che si occupa di guidare lo studente nel
difficile percorso di inserimento nel mondo del lavoro successivamente alla conclusione del ciclo di studi.

L’Ateneo — ritenendo il processo di internazionalizzazione come uno dei cardini fondamentali per il proprio
sviluppo culturale, scientifico e tecnologico — ha stabilito rapporti di collaborazione con prestigiose universita
europee ed extraeuropee rafforzando la dimensione internazionale della ricerca. Tramite il proprio Ufficio relazioni
internazionali, I'Universita facilita la comunicazione tra tutti i soggetti coinvolti nelle relazioni universitarie attraverso
la mobilita di studenti e docenti, il trasferimento di tecnologia, progetti di cooperazione, programmi di ricerca
congiunti, accordi bilaterali e contatti istituzionali. Proprio nell'ottica del potenziamento della dimensione
internazionale Pegaso si candida quale ideatore e realizzatore di una piattaforma — condivisa tra le universita
telematiche europee — dalle caratteristiche uniche come, a puro titolo di esempio, la ricerca automatica degli
argomenti sulla base dell'intelligenza e della relazione semantica. Si tratta di una sorta di «Erasmus telematico» ad
altissimo coefficiente di tecnologia e di interazione che rivoluzionera il modello di open university nel Vecchio
Continente.

Tutto cid premesso, puo la Commissione far sapere:
1. sevielapossibilita di ricevere finanziamenti per incrementare la ricerca e lo sviluppouniversitario.
2. sesono presenti iniziative europee riguardanti simili iniziative e, se si, quali;

3. se¢ingrado difornire un quadro generale della situazione?

Risposta di Androulla Vassiliou a nome della Commissione
(15 novembre 2013)

Le universita per l'insegnamento a distanza svolgono un ruolo importante di apertura dell’'accesso al sapere; tale ruolo
potra divenire pitt importante in futuro a motivo della crescente rilevanza di nuovi metodi di insegnamento e di
apprendimento. La recente iniziativa della Commissione «Aprire l'istruzione» fornisce sostegno e orientamenti agli
stakeholder e agli Stati membri per promuovere l'introduzione di pratiche e contenuti educativi aperti nei loro sistemi
di istruzione e formazione. Quest'iniziativa sara implementata con finanziamenti a valere sui nuovi programmi
Erasmus+ e Orizzonte 2020 nonché sui Fondi strutturali e di investimento.

Inoltre, la Commissione ha avviato il portale Open Education Europa (http://openeducationeuropa.eu) che consente
ai discenti potenziali di reperire e usare diverse risorse educative aperte, corsi e MOOC (corsi online aperti e di massa)
di diverse istituzioni europee. Il portale intende accrescere la visibilita delle istituzioni e agevolare la ricerca di risorse
pertinenti agli utilizzatori potenziali. L'universita Pegaso potrebbe esaminare le potenzialita di cooperazione con
questo portale per promuovere le risorse aperte nell’ambito del suo portafoglio.

L'universita Pegaso potrebbe inoltre esaminare le opportunita di finanziamento nell'ambito dei partenariati strategici
Erasmus+. Questi partenariati consentono alle organizzazioni di diversi paesi attive nel campo dell'istruzione, della
formazione e della gioventl di cooperare per implementare prassi innovative sfocianti in un insegnamento e in un
apprendimento di qualita elevata, nella modernizzazione istituzionale e nell'innovazione societale. Uno degli obiettivi
consiste nel promuovere una maggiore varieta di modi di studio e nuove forme di apprendimento, segnatamente
attraverso l'uso strategico delle TIC, delle risorse educative aperte e della mobilita virtuale a sostegno di approcci
apprenditivi personalizzati e dell'apprendimento collaborativo.
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Question for written answer E-010995/13
to the Commission
Roberta Angelilli (PPE)
(26 September 2013)

Subject: Possible funding for university research

Pegaso, the distance-learning university, which was established by ministerial decree on 20 April 2006, is an open
university that offers nine undergraduate degree courses, postgraduate courses and training courses in an e-learning
environment, through a latest-generation platform that is one of a kind. The university has over 200 teaching hubs in
Italy and eight examination centres in major Italian cities. Pegaso’s aim is to achieve full interaction between teaching
staff and students, with the aim of constantly improving cultural and professional qualifications, through its own
educational models for lifelong learning and personal learning environments. The jewel in Pegaso’s crown is the job
placement service, which gives students guidance in the difficult task of entering the world of work after finishing
their studies.

Believing the process of internationalisation to be one of the vital aspects in its own cultural, scientific and
technological development, the university has established collaborative links with prestigious universities in Europe
and beyond, strengthening the international dimension of research. Through its international relations office, the
university facilitates communication between those involved in university relations through the mobility of students
and teachers, technology transfer, cooperation projects, joint research programmes, bilateral agreements and
institutional contacts. With a view to strengthening the international dimension, Pegaso is bidding to be the
originator and creator of a platform shared between the European distance-learning universities, with unique features
such as automatic searching of subjects based on intelligence and the semantic relationship. It is a kind of ‘distance
Erasmus’ with very high-level technology and interaction that will revolutionise the open university model in Europe.

1. Istherea possibility of receiving funding to increase university research and development?
2. Are there any European initiatives concerning similar initiatives and, if so, what are they?

3. Canthe Commission provide an overview of the situation?

Answer given by Ms Vassiliou on behalf of the Commission
(15 November 2013)

Distance Teaching Universities have an important role in opening access to knowledge; this role may increase in the
future due to the increased importance of new modes of teaching and learning. The Commission’s recent initiative on
‘Opening up Education’ provides support and guidance for stakeholders and Member States to enhance the
introduction of open education practices and content in their education and training systems. This initiative will be
implemented with funding from the new programmes Erasmus+ and Horizon 2020, as well as Structural and
Investment Funds.

In addition, the Commission has launched the Open Education Europa portal (http://openeducationeuropa.eu); it
allows potential learners to find and access different Open Educational Resources, courses, and MOOCs, by different
European institutions. It aims to enhance visibility for institutions and facilitate the search for relevant resources for
potential users. Pegaso University may wish to explore the potential of cooperating with this portal to promote Open
Resources in its portfolio.

Pegaso university could also explore the funding opportunities of the Erasmus+ strategic partnerships. These
partnerships allow organisations from different countries — active in the fields of education, training and youth — to
cooperate in order to implement innovative practices leading to high quality teaching and learning, institutional
modernisation and societal innovation. One of the objectives is to promote a greater variety of study modes and new
forms of learning, notably through strategic use of ICT, open educational resources and virtual mobility, supporting
personalised learning approaches, and collaborative learning.
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Interrogazione con richiesta di risposta scritta E-010997/13
alla Commissione
Pino Arlacchi (S&D)
(26 settembre 2013)

Oggetto: Fondi europei al Marocco per la gestione dell'immigrazione

L’'Unione Europea finanzia lo stato del Marocco con decine di milioni di euro all'anno per controllare e gestire al
meglio i flussi migratori verso I'Europa. Il Marocco ¢, infatti, una delle vie di passaggio pitt importanti della
migrazione clandestina in Europa per chi viene dall’Africa subsahariana. La maggior parte dei migranti arriva in
Marocco attraverso i confini con I'Algeria, il Niger, il Mali o in mare dalla Mauritania in fuga da guerre civili o poverta
estrema. Un rapporto pubblicato recentemente da «Medici senza frontiere» sottolinea perod come la polizia
marocchina violi continuamente i diritti umani dei migranti con un aumento costante di abusi, comportamenti
degradanti e brutalita, nonché un livello intollerabile di violenze sessuali. Anche se ¢ impossibile determinare la reale
portata di questa violenza, i dati di MSF rivelano una situazione allarmante: dal 2010 al 2012, MSF ha prestato
assistenza a 700 vittime di violenza sessuale. Sempre stando al rapporto, quando giungono segnalazioni di migranti
in viaggio per mare, la guardia costiera spagnola, il pitt delle volte, riconsegna la nave alle autorita del Marocco. Molti
di questi migranti sarebbero poi portati nelle zone piti desolate del Marocco o dell’Algeria e abbandonati sul posto.
Quasi la meta delle 10.500 consultazioni mediche condotte dal team di MSF tra il 2010 e il 2012 in queste zone sono
correlate a condizioni di vita disagiate. I respingimenti delle navi verso le coste marocchine da parte della Spagna ¢ in
chiaro contrasto con le norme che riguardano il diritto d'asilo, e la deportazione dei migranti in terre inospitali da
parte del Governo marocchino rappresenta una grave violazione dei diritti umani.

1. La Commissione ¢ al corrente dei fatti denunciati da Medici Senza Frontiere?

2. Gli aiuti erogati dall'UE al Marocco per la gestione delle frontiere non dovrebbero essere sottoposti a severi
controlli per evitare che possano essere usati per violare i diritti dei migranti?

3. Puola Commissione valutare la possibilita di intraprendere azioni volte a far si che la Spagna rispetti gli obblighi
assunti nell'ambito della Carta dei diritti fondamentali dell'UE e rispetti anche il divieto di respingimenti collettivi,
sancito dall’articolo 4 del Protocollo 4 allegato alla Convenzione europea dei diritti dell'uomo e ribadito all’articolo
19 della Carta dei diritti dell'uomo dell'Unione europea?

Risposta di Cecilia Malmstrom a nome della Commissione
(2 dicembre 2013)

La Commissione ¢ a conoscenza del rapporto di <Medici senza frontiere» e ha manifestato la propria preoccupazione
al Marocco in merito a tali abusi. La delegazione UE a Rabat ha istituito una task force con i rappresentanti degli Stati
membri presenti nella citta e i partner internazionali per discutere la situazione.

Attualmente il governo marocchino non fruisce di fondi UE per attivita connesse ai controlli di frontiera. L'UE offre
sovvenzioni a organizzazioni della societa civile che provvedono ai bisogni e tutelano i diritti dei migranti irregolari
rimasti bloccati in Marocco, operano per prevenire la migrazione irregolare e collaborano con la diaspora marocchina
per favorire lo sviluppo del paese.

In settembre, il consiglio nazionale dei diritti dell'uomo del Marocco ha invitato a un nuovo approccio alla
migrazione e all'asilo nel rispetto dei diritti umani dei migranti, un cambiamento approvato al piu alto livello in
Marocco. Attraverso il partenariato per la mobilita UE-Marocco recentemente concluso, I'Unione si € impegnata a
fornire assistenza alle autorita del paese ai fini di una gestione migliore della migrazione, dell'’elaborazione ed
attuazione di una politica nazionale in materia di asilo nonché di una strategia di lotta alla tratta di esseri umani.

Gli Stati membri, se consegnano migranti illegali via mare alle autorita nazionali di un paese terzo, sono tenuti a
rispettare il principio di non respingimento e, laddove le persone in questione abbiano gia raggiunto il territorio
dell'UE, il diritto di asilo e il divieto di espulsione collettiva, secondo quanto previsto nella legislazione dell'UE. La
Commissione sorveglia attentamente il rispetto della normativa unionale da parte degli Stati membri e si tiene in
stretto contatto con essi, comprese le autorita spagnole. In quanto custode dei trattati, la Commissione non esitera a
prendere gli opportuni provvedimenti ove sia chiaramente dimostrato che uno Stato membro ha violato il diritto
dell'Unione europea.
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Question for written answer E-010997/13
to the Commission
Pino Arlacchi (S&D)
(26 September 2013)

Subject: EU funds granted to Morocco to manage immigration

The EU is providing tens of millions of euros each year to Morocco to control and manage as effectively as possible
migratory flows towards Europe. Morocco is one of the major transit countries for illegal migration to Europe for
people coming from sub-Saharan Africa. Most migrants arrive in Morocco across the borders with Algeria, Niger and
Mali, or by sea from Mauritania, to escape civil war or extreme poverty. However, a recent report published by
Médecins Sans Frontieres (MSF) highlights that Moroccan police constantly violate migrants’ human rights. There has
been a steady increase of abuse, degrading behaviour and brutality, as well as an unacceptable level of sexual violence.
Although it is impossible to determine the true extent of this violence, MSF's data paint an alarming picture: between
2010 and 2012, MSF provided treatment to 700 victims of sexual violence. The report also states that when the
Spanish coastguard is notified of migrants travelling by sea, they usually return the boat to the Moroccan authorities.
Many of these migrants are then said to be taken to the most desolate areas of Morocco or Algeria, and abandoned
there. Almost half of the 10 500 medical consultations carried out in these areas by MSF's teams between 2010 and
2012 were related to poor living conditions. Spain is clearly in breach of the rules on the right to asylum when it
sends back boats to Morocco’s coasts, and the Moroccan Government seriously violates migrants’ human rights by
deporting them to inhospitable areas.

1. Isthe Commission aware of the facts reported by Médecins Sans Frontieres?

2. Should the EU aid granted to Morocco to manage its borders not be subject to strict controls to prevent it being
used to violate migrants’ rights?

3. Can the Commission consider taking action to ensure that Spain upholds the obligations assumed under the
Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union, and that it also respects the prohibition of collective
expulsions enshrined in Article 4 of Protocol No 4 to the European Convention on Human Rights, reiterated in
Article 19 of the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union?

Answer given by Ms Malmstrom on behalf of the Commission
(2 December 2013)

The Commission is aware of the report by Médecins Sans Frontiéres and expressed concerns to Morocco about such
abuses. The EU Delegation in Rabat has set up a task force with Member States present in Rabat and international
partners to discuss the situation.

The Moroccan Government does not currently benefit from EU funds for activities related to border controls. The EU
provides grants to civil society organisations to cater for the needs and protect the rights of irregular migrants
stranded in Morocco, to prevent irregular migration and to work with the Moroccan diaspora in favour of Morocco’s
development.

In September, Morocco’s National Council of Human Rights called for a new approach to migration and asylum,
respectful of migrants’ human rights, a change endorsed at the highest level in Morocco. Through the recently
concluded EU -Morocco Mobility Partnership, the EU has committed to provide assistance to the authorities to assist
them in improving their capacity to better manage migration and to formulate and implement a national asylum
policy as well as a strategy to fight human trafficking.

When handing over the authority over third-country national boat people to the authorities of a third country,
Member States have to respect the non-refoulement principle, and, in case the persons concerned would already have
reached EU territory, the right to asylum and prohibition of collective expulsion, as laid down in EC law. The
Commission is closely monitoring Member States’ compliance with EC law and is in close contact with them,
including the Spanish authorities. As guardian of the Treaties, the Commission will not hesitate to take the
appropriate steps where there is clear evidence that a Member State has violated EC law.
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Vraag met verzoek om schriftelijk antwoord E-010998/13
aan de Commissie
Auke Zijlstra (NI)
(26 september 2013)

Betreft: Lokale overheden vrezen de komst van Roemenen en Bulgaren

Uit een onderzoek van ,Overheid in Nederland” (") onder 1733 raadsleden, wethouders, statenleden en
burgemeesters in Nederland blijkt dat 58 % van hen verwacht dat de werkgelegenheid erop achteruit zal gaan als op
1 januari 2014 de grenzen opengaan voor Roemenen en Bulgaren. 36 % van de ondervraagden staat neutraal in zijn
beantwoording en 6 % denkt dat de werkgelegenheid zal worden gestimuleerd.

Van de bestuurders en volksvertegenwoordigers uit 53 % zich negatief over vestiging van Roemeense en Bulgaarse
arbeidsmigranten in hun regio. 52 % vreest dat zij een negatief effect zullen hebben op de leefbaarheid in de buurten.

In een reactie op het onderzoek heeft de Nederlandse minister van Sociale Zaken, de heer Asscher, verklaard begrip te
hebben voor de zorgen van de bestuurders en volksvertegenwoordigers. Hij zegt de negatieve effecten van de komst
van Roemenen en Bulgaren onder de aandacht te willen brengen van zijn Europese collega’s.

1. Deelt de Commissie de opvatting van de Nederlandse bestuurders en volksvertegenwoordigers?
2. Zoneen, waarop baseert de Commissie haar afwijkende mening?

3. Zoja, overweegt de Commissie voorstellen te doen om de mogelijkheid van het sluiten van de EU-
binnengrenzen te verruimen totdat deze verwachte bestuurlijke noodsituatie is opgelost?

4. Bestaat er een wijze waarop de negatieve effecten van de komst van Roemenen en Bulgaren naar Nederland op
Europees niveau kunnen worden ondervangen zoals de Nederlandse minister van Sociale Zaken suggereert?

Antwoord van de heer Andor namens de Commissie
(19 november 2013)

Het is moeilijk te voorspellen waarnaartoe Roemeense en Bulgaarse werknemers zich zullen begeven wanneer de
beperkingen van de overgangsperiode op 1 januari 2014 worden opgeheven. Het is zeer wel mogelijk dat een groot
deel van de potentiéle migratie uit die lidstaten reeds heeft plaatsgevonden (?). Voorts merkt de Commissie op dat
naast Nederland nog acht andere lidstaten op die datum hun arbeidsmarkt openstellen voor werknemers uit die
landen. Ervaringen die zijn opgedaan bij afloop van de overgangsregelingen voor de EU-8-landen en in landen die
enkele jaren geleden hun arbeidsmarkt voor Roemeense en Bulgaarse werknemers hebben opengesteld (Zweden,
Finland en Denemarken) wijzen uit dat een massale instroom uitblijft wanneer de beperkingen eenmaal zijn
opgeheven en dat zich geen negatieve gevolgen voor de plaatselijke werkgelegenheid voordoen. Aangezien
toekomstige migratiestromen binnen de EU waarschijnlijk grotendeels athangen van de mogelijkheden op de
arbeidsmarkt, is de verwachting dat Roemeense en Bulgaarse werknemers openstaande vacatures in de ontvangende
landen zullen vervullen.

De overgangsregelingen voor Roemeense en Bulgaarse werknemers lopen onherroepelijk af op 31 december 2013,
zonder mogelijkheid tot verlenging.

De lidstaten wordt verzocht de steun uit het Europees Sociaal Fonds optimaal te benutten om de migrerende
werknemers te helpen met hun integratie op de arbeidsmarkt.

()  www.overheidinnederland.nl/informatie/toponderzoek/s[437.

() Uit een door de Commissie verricht onderzoek blijkt dat de instroom uit Roemenié en Bulgarije in de meest recente periode (2011-2012) veel
geringer (-37 %) is uitgevallen dan in de periode véér de crisis (2007-2008); zie: EU Employment and Social Situation Quarterly Review,
september 2013.
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Question for written answer E-010998/13
to the Commission
Auke Zijlstra (NI)
(26 September 2013)

Subject: Local authorities fear the arrival of Romanians and Bulgarians

According to a survey conducted by ‘Overheid in Nederland’ (') (Government in the Netherlands’), 58% of the 1 733
town councillors, aldermen, provincial councillors and mayors in the Netherlands who were polled anticipate a fall in
job opportunities for the current population when the borders open to Romanians and Bulgarians on
1 January 2014. 36% of the respondents feel that the influx will not have any effect and 6% feel that it will stimulate
employment.

53% of the administrators and elected officials who were polled were negatively inclined towards the prospect of
Romanian and Bulgarian job migrants settling in their region. 52% feared that the migrants would have an adverse
effect on quality of life in the local area.

The Dutch Minister for Social Affairs, Lodewijk Asscher, responded to the survey findings, saying that he understood
the respondents’ concerns. He said that he intended to draw the attention of his European colleagues to the negative
effects of the influx of Romanians and Bulgarians.

1.  Does the Commission share the view of the Dutch administrators and elected officials?
2. Ifnot, on what basis has the Commission reached a different conclusion?

3. If so, is the Commission evaluating the possibility of allowing the re-establishment of internal EU border
controls until the anticipated administrative emergency is resolved?

4. Isthere a way in which the negative effects caused by the influx of Romanians and Bulgarians to the Netherlands
can be overcome at European level, as suggested by the Dutch Minister for Social Affairs?

Answer given by Mr Andor on behalf of the Commission
(19 November 2013)

It is difficult to forecast the movement of Romanian and Bulgarian workers when transitional restrictions are lifted on
1 January 2014. It is indeed possible that much of the potential migration from those Member States has already
taken place (%). Moreover, the Commission notes that the Netherlands is but one of nine Member States that will open
its labour market to workers from those countries on that date. Previous experience at the end of the transitional
arrangements for the EU-8 countries and in countries which opened their labour markets to Romanian and Bulgarian
workers several years ago (Sweden, Finland, and Denmark) suggests no massive influx once the restrictions end and
no negative impact on local workers. As future flows are likely to be mainly driven by employment opportunities,
future intra-EU movers from Bulgaria and Romania are likely to fill job vacancies in the receiving countries.

The transitional arrangements for Romanian and Bulgarian workers will end irrevocably on 31 December 2013 and
there is no possibility of extending them.

The Member States are invited to make full use of support from the European Social Fund to help migrant workers
integrate into the labour market.

()  www.overheidinnederland.nl/informatie/toponderzoek/s/437
()  Analysis by the Commission confirms that flows from Romania and Bulgaria have been much lower (by -37%) in the most recent period 2011-12
than in the pre-crisis period (2007-08), see: EU Employment and Social situation Quarterly Review, September 2013.
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Pergunta com pedido de resposta escrita E-010999/13
a Comissdo
Inés Cristina Zuber (GUE/NGL) e Jodo Ferreira (GUE/NGL)
(26 de setembro de 2013)

Assunto: A espiral da desigualdade

Um estudo da OXFAM Internacional concluiu que os programas europeus de austeridade implementados na Europa
— com base em impostos regressivos, cortes nos saldrios e cortes nos servigos publicos, particularmente em dreas
como a educagdo, a satide e a seguranga social, entre outros — desmantelaram os mecanismos que reduziam a
desigualdade e permitiam o crescimento equitativo. O estudo conclui que os mais pobres e as mulheres foram os mais
atingidos, ao mesmo tempo que os mais ricos viram as suas fortunas crescer escandalosamente.

Acrescenta que, com a continuagio das politicas de consolidagdo orgamental, a desigualdade e a pobreza aumentardo
ainda mais e a Europa enfrentard uma década perdida. Em 2011, havia 120 milhdes de pessoas que viviam em
situagdo de pobreza, nimero que poderd aumentar pelo menos de 15 a 25 milhdes até 2025, em resultado das
medidas continuas de austeridade.

Face aos resultados deste estudo, pergunto a Comissio:

1. Conhece o referido estudo? Qual a avaliagdo que faz?
2. Considera que a onda de austeridade econdmica que estd a varrer a Europa estd a contribuir para uma Europa
soliddria?

3. Pretende alterar a direcdo destas politicas, nomeadamente, nos paises em que intervém no quadro das Troikas?

4. Como explica o aumento dramdtico do nimero de pessoas em situacdo de pobreza e, em paralelo, o aumento
escandaloso das grandes fortunas?

Resposta dada por Olli Rehn em nome da Comissdo
(5 de dezembro de 2013)

1. A Comissdo tem conhecimento do recente relatério «A Cautionary tale» da Oxfam e dos efeitos decorrentes da
crise econdmica e financeira e das medidas de consolidagdo orcamental necessdrias para corrigir os défices dos
orcamentos publicos (especialmente nos paises que beneficiam de assisténcia financeira internacional) sobre a
pobreza e a coesdo social. A Comissdo estd plenamente empenhada em assegurar um apoio adequado aos grupos
mais vulnerdveis da sociedade.

2. Como salientado na Andlise Anual do Crescimento para 2013, a Comissdo recomenda aos Estados-Membros
conceberem o processo de consolidagio orgamental de modo a minimizar os efeitos negativos para os grupos com
rendimentos mais baixos e proteger o potencial de crescimento futuro, nomeadamente através do refor¢o do
investimento em educagdo e da modernizagio dos sistemas de protegdo social. Os responsaveis politicos tém varias
opgdes em matéria de impacto distributivo da consolidagio, selecionando a combinagdo adequada das despesas e das
receitas, a sua concecio e direcionamento.

3. Um dos cinco objetivos da Estratégia Europa 2020 € a luta contra a pobreza. A Comissdo coordena a acdo dos
Estados-Membros em matéria de realizacio destes objetivos através do Semestre Europeu e com o apoio dos fundos
da UE (). Para o préximo quadro financeiro plurianual, a Comissio propde que, pelo menos, 25 % dos fundos de
coesdo sejam atribuidos ao Fundo Social Europeu. Além disso, propde que pelo menos 20 % do total dos recursos do
FSE em cada Estado-Membro sejam consagrados ao objetivo temdtico «promocdo da inclusio social e luta contra a
pobreza.

4. Por dltimo, o Pacote de Investimento Social dd aos Estados-Membros orientagdes relativas a uma maior
eficiéncia e eficcia das politicas sociais. O Pacote serd implementado através do Semestre Europeu e com o apoio dos
fundos da UE.

()  Por exemplo, FSE, FEDER, Progress, Instrumento Europeu de Microfinanciamento «Progress» e, por tltimo, mas ndo menos importante, Fundo da
UE para as pessoas mais carenciadas.
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Question for written answer E-010999/13
to the Commission
Inés Cristina Zuber (GUE/NGL) and Jodo Ferreira (GUE/NGL)
(26 September 2013)

Subject: The spiral of inequality

A study by Oxfam International has concluded that EU austerity programmes implemented in Europe — consisting
of regressive taxes, wage cuts and public service cuts, particularly in areas such as education, healthcare and social
security, to mention a few — have dismantled the mechanisms that reduce inequality and enable equitable growth.
The study concludes that the poorest people and women have been hardest hit, while the richest have seen their
wealth grow to outrageous proportions.

It adds that if fiscal consolidation policies continue, inequality and poverty will increase even more and Europe will
face a lost decade. In 2011, there were 120 million people living in poverty, which could increase by at least 15 to
25 million by 2025 as a result of ongoing austerity measures.

In view of the findings of this study:
1. Isthe Commission aware of this study? What is its assessment of it?

2. Does it think that the wave of economic austerity sweeping across Europe is contributing to European
solidarity?

3. Willit change the focus of these policies, particularly in countries where it is intervening as part of the Troikas?

4. How can it explain the dramatic rise in the number of people living in poverty and, at the same time, the
outrageous growth of large fortunes?

Answer given by Mr Rehn on behalf of the Commission
(5 December 2013)

1. The Commission is aware of the recent Report ‘A Cautionary tale’ by Oxfam and of the challenges posed by the
economic and financial crisis and the fiscal consolidation measures necessary to address public budget deficits —
especially in countries receiving international financial assistance — in terms of poverty and social cohesion. It is fully
committed to ensuring adequate support for the most vulnerable groups of society.

2. As stressed in the 2013 Annual Growth Survey, the Commissions recommends MS to devise fiscal
consolidation in such a way to minimise adverse effects on low-income groups and preserve future growth potential,
including through reinforced investment in education and by modernising social protection systems. Policy-makers
do have options to affect the distributional impact of consolidation by selecting the appropriate mix of expenditure
and revenue measures, their design and targeting.

3. Tackling poverty is one of the five headline targets of the Europe2020 strategy. The Commission coordinates
MS action on achieving these targets through the European Semester and with the support of EU Funds ('). For the
next multi-annual financial framework, the Commission proposes that at least 25% of cohesion funds be allocated to
the European Social Fund. Moreover it proposes that at least 20% of total ESF resources in each MS shall be allocated
to the thematic objective ‘promoting social inclusion and combating poverty’.

4. Finally, the Social Investment Package gives guidance to MS on more efficient and effective social policies. The
Package wil be implemented through the European Semester and with the support of EU Funds.

() For example ESF, ERDF, PROGRESS, Progress Microfinance and, last but not least, the Fund for the Most Deprived.
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Question avec demande de réponse écrite P-011002/13
ala Commission
Véronique De Keyser (S&D)
(26 septembre 2013)

Objet: Application de l'accord entre I'Union européenne et IEtat dIsraél sur l'évaluation de la conformité et
l'acceptation des produits industriels (ACAA)

Dans sa réponse du 9 aotit 2013 a la question écrite P-007039/201 3, la Commission a indiqué que:

«Aux fins de l'article 9 de TACAA, se référant a I'annexe relative a l'acceptation des produits industriels — bonnes
pratiques de fabrication (BPF) des produits pharmaceutiques, Israél a désigné, le 14 janvier 2013, le ministere de la
santé comme autorité responsable pour IEtat d’Israél. Dans sa réponse du 4 février 2013, la Commission a reconnu
cette désignation et indiqué que la reconnaissance de I'Union européenne ne modifie pas sa position selon laquelle la
juridiction 1égitime des autorités israéliennes ne s'étend pas aux territoires placés sous administration israélienne
depuis 1967>.

La Commission pourrait-elle fournir le texte de cette désignation tel qulsraél I'a communiqué conformément a
larticle 9, paragraphe 1, point a), de TACAA, ainsi que le texte de la reconnaissance de cette désignation par la
Commission tel qu'elle I'a établi conformément a I'article 9, paragraphe 1, point b), de I'accord?

Réponse commune donnée par M. De Gucht au nom de la Commission
(23 octobre 2013)

La commission INTA du Parlement européen a recu le 6 février 2013, avec le timbre dimité», I'échange de lettres entre
la Commission européenne et les autorités israéliennes relatif a 'application des accords UE-Israél sur I'évaluation de
la conformité et I'acceptation des produits industriels.
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Question for written answer P-011000/13
to the Commission
Paul Murphy (GUE/NGL)
(26 September 2013)

Subject: Follow-up to questions P-007039/2013 and E-007251/2013

In its answers to Questions P-007039/2013 and E-007251/2013, dated 9 August and 13 August respectively, the
Commission stated that:

For the purpose of Article 9 of the ACAA, as related to the annex on Mutual Acceptance of Industrial Products —
Pharmaceutical Good Manufacturing Practice (GMP), Israel designated, on 14 January 2013, the Ministry of Health as
the responsible authority for the State of Israel. In its reply of 4 February 2013, the Commission acknowledged this
designation indicating: ‘The European Union’s acknowledgement does not alter the European Union’s position that
the legitimate jurisdiction of Israeli authorities does not extend to the territories brought under Israeli administration
since 1967°.

Did Israel designate the Ministry of Health as the responsible authority for the State of Israel by forwarding its
nomination to the Union in conformity with Article 9.1(a) of the ACAA, i.. ‘stating the territory and title of the
annex to this Agreement under which the Responsible Authority is competent to carry out the tasks listed in
Article 8.17? If so, how did it ‘state the territory”?

In granting the Union’s acknowledgement, did the Commission expressly state that ‘acknowledgement is granted only
on the basis that the territory covered by the responsible authority does not include the territories brought under
Israeli administration in 1967°?

Question for written answer P-011002/13
to the Commission
Véronique De Keyser (S&D)
(26 September 2013)

Subject: Application of the Conformity Assessment and Acceptance of Industrial Products (ACAA) Agreement
In its answer of 9 August 2013 to Written Question P-007039/2013, the Commission indicated that:

‘For the purpose of Article 9 of the ACAA, as related to the annex on Mutual Acceptance of Industrial Products —
Pharmaceutical Good Manufacturing Practice (GMP), Israel designated on 14 January 2013 the Ministry of Health as
the responsible authority for the State of Israel. In its reply of 4 February 2013, the Commission has acknowledged
this designation indicating that “The European Union’s acknowledgement does not alter the European Union’s
position that the legitimate jurisdiction of Israeli authorities does not extend to the territories brought under Israeli
administration since 1967

Could the Commission provide the actual text of the nomination forwarded by Israel in conformity with Article 9,
paragraph 1(a) of the ACAA Agreement, as well as the actual text of the Commission’s acknowledgement issued in
conformity with Article 9, paragraph 1(b) of the agreement?

Joint answer given by Mr De Gucht on behalf of the Commission
(23 October 2013)

The INTA committee of the European Parliament received on 6th February 2013 on a limited basis, the exchange of
letters between the European Commission and the Israeli authorities regarding the implementation of the EU-Israel
Agreements on Conformity Assessment and Acceptance of industrial products (ACAA).
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[rdsbeli vilaszt igényl6 kérdés P-011001/13
a Bizottsidg szamara
Erik B4nki (PPE)
(2013. szeptember 26.)

Tdrgy: A viz-keretirdnyelvbdl fakadd kotelezettségek a cianidos banydszat engedélyezése sordn

A viz Foldiink egyik legbecsesebb természeti eréforrdsa. A Fold vizkészletének mindossze 2%-a édesviz. Ezen sztikos
természeti erdforrds azonban meghatdrozo fontossdgii a bioldgiai, tirsadalmi és gazdasigi élet valamennyi
szegmensében. A novekvs lakossdgi igények és az éghajlatvéltozds nyomdn az egymdssal versengd vizigények
2030-ra varhatdan 40%-os globlis vizelldtdsi hidnyt eredményeznek. Ez a folyamat Eurdpét is érinteni fogja: a vizhez
val6 hozzaférés mind egyéni, mind nemzeti szinten még inkdbb a prosperités és a béke alapvetd kérdésévé vilik majd.

Bizonydra ismert a Bizottsdg el6tt, hogy a kanadai hétterti Rosia Montana Gold Corporation Verespatakon tervezi
megnyitni Eurépa legnagyobb kiilszini aranybénydjat, ahol cidntechnoldgids eljardssal 330 tonna aranyat és
1600 tonna eziistot akar kitermelni. A visszamaradé cianidos banydszati zagy elhelyezésére a tervek szerint egy
250 millié tonna 6sszbefogadd kapacitdsi és 180 méter magas volgyzardgattal ellatott tarozd szolgalna. Egy jovébeli
baleset esetén — szakért6k szerint — romdn és magyar teriileteken tobb szdz folyam-kilométernyi édesviz
szennyezGdne cianiddal, beleértve a Maros és a Tisza folyokat is, ami helyrehozhatatlan kornyezeti és
kozegészségligyi karokat okozna az érintett vizgytjt teriileten.

Az unids vizvédelmi jog szdmos szabilya tiltja a vizek veszélyes anyagokkal valo szennyezését, ennek alapjait a viz-
keretirnyelv fekteti le. A keretirdnyelv VIIL mellékletének 6.pontja alapjan a cianidok f6 szennyezSanyagnak
minGsiilnek. A viz-keretirdnyelv tovdbbd széles korii egyiittmitkodési kotelezettséget ir el a kozos vizgydijté
teriileten osztozd tagdllamok szdmadra a vizek j6 dllapotdnak elérése és fenntartdsa érdekében.

1.  Tekintettel a verespataki beruhdzds rendkivili mértékii hatdron dtnyalé szennyezési potencidljdra, a viz-
keretirdnyelv rendelkezései alapjdn milyen konkrét egyiittmiikodési kotelezettség terheli Romdnidt a szomszédos
orszagok tekintetében a projekt engedélyezése soran?

2. Milyen jogokat biztosit tovabbd a viz-keretirdnyelv egy tagdllam szdmdra annak érdekében, hogy vizeinek j6
dllapotét ne veszélyeztethesse a szomszédos tagallamban zajl6 ipari tevékenység?

Janez Potoc¢nik vilasza a Bizottsag nevében
(201 3. november 4.)

A Bizottsdg osztja a tisztelt képvisel§ ur éllaspontjdt, miszerint a viz Foldiink egyik legbecsesebb természeti
er6forrasa.

A viz-keretirdnyelv (') nem hatdroz meg szabdlyokat az egyedi projektek engedélyezési eljirdsdra vonatkozdan,
ugyanakkor azon tevékenységek, melyek a felszini viztestek fizikai jellemz8inek Uj véltozdsibol kovetkezd
allapotromldst eredményeznek, csak abban az esetben hajthatok végre, amennyiben a viz-keretirdnyelv 4. cikkének
(7) bekezdésében megillapitott feltételek teljesiilnek.

A nemzetkozi egytittmiikodésre vonatkozdan a viz-keretirdnyelv 3. cikke értelmében a tagallamoknak biztositaniuk
kell, hogy az egy tagallam teriileténél nagyobb teriileten fekvd vizgytjtSket egy nemzetkozi vizgydjts keriilethez
rendelik. A tagdllamoknak tovabbd azt is biztositaniuk kell, hogy Osszehangoljak a viz-keretirdnyelvben
meghatdrozott, a kornyezeti célkitlizések elérésére vonatkozd kovetelményeket, killonosen a vizgyijtd kertilet
egészére vonatkozo intézkedési programokat. Nemzetkozi vizgytjt6 kertiletek esetében az érintett tagdllamoknak
egyiitt kell biztositaniuk ezt a koordindciét annak érdekében, hogy egyik tagallam vizkészletének megfelels dllapotat
se veszélyeztethesse egy mésik tagallam.

Nemcsak a viz-keretirdnyelv, hanem mds, bdnydszati projektek engedélyezésére vonatkozé irdnyelvek — igy a
kornyezeti hatdsvizsgdlatot (?) vagy a banydszati hulladékokat () érint§ irdnyelvek — is nemzetkozi egyiittmtkodést
irnak el6 abban az esetben, ha egy projekt/hulladékkezel§ létesitmény mikodése valdszintleg jelentds hatdst
gyakorol a kornyezetre egy mdsik tagallam teriiletén, vagy amennyiben a val6szindleg jelentdsen érintett tagallam
kérelmet nyjt be erre vonatkozoéan.

() 2000/60/EK irdnyelv, HLL 327., 2000.12.22.
() 85/337/EGK irdnyelv, HLL 175.,1985.7.5.
()  2006/21/EK irdnyelv, HLL 102, 2006.4.11.
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Question for written answer P-011001/13
to the Commission
Erik Banki (PPE)
(26 September 2013)

Subject: Obligations arising from the Water Framework Directive concerning authorisation for cyanide mining

Water is one of the earth’s most precious natural resources. 2% of the earth’s water is comprised of fresh water. This
scarce natural resource is, however, of crucial importance in all areas of biological, social and economic life. People’s
increasing demands together with climate change will result in a 40% shortfall in water provision by 2030. This
process will also have an impact on Europe: access to water will increasingly become a basic question of prosperity
and peace at individual and national level.

The Commission is no doubt aware that the Rosia Montana Gold Corporation, which is listed in Canada, is planning
to open Europe’s largest open-cast gold mine in Verespatak and extract 330 tonnes of gold and 1 600 tonnes of silver
using cyanide technology. There are plans to store the resultant sludge in a reservoir with a capacity of 250 million
tonnes and a 180-metre-high coffer dam constructed across the valley. According to experts, in the event of an
accident, fresh water in river systems for hundreds of kilometres in parts of Romania and Hungary, including the
Maros and Tisza rivers, would suffer cyanide pollution, which would cause irreparable damage to the environment
and to public health in the drainage area concerned.

A number of provisions in the EU’s water legislation prohibit the polluting of waters by hazardous substances. The
basis for this is laid down in the Water Framework Directive. Point 6 of Annex VIII of the framework Directive
classifies cyanides as a main pollutant. The directive also lays down an obligation of cooperation for Member States
sharing drainage basins in order to reach and preserve the 'good status’ of waters.

1. Given the enormous potential for cross-border pollution of the Verespatak project, what specific obligations of
cooperation do the provisions of the Water Framework Directive impose on Romania in terms of its neighbouring
countries during the authorisation procedure?

2. What rights are laid down in the directive for a Member State to ensure that the good status of its waters is not
put at risk by industrial activities undertaken in a neighbouring Member State?

Answer given by Mr Poto¢nik on behalf of the Commission
(4 November 2013)

The Commission shares the view of the Honourable Member that water is one of the earth’s most precious natural
resources.

The Water Framework Directive () (WFD) does not set rules for authorisation procedures of individual projects, but
certain activities resulting in deterioration of status due to new modifications to the physical characteristics of surface
water bodies are only allowed if conditions laid down in Article 4.7 of the WED are met.

Regarding international coordination, Article 3 of the WFD requires that Member States ensure that a river basin
covering the territory of more than one Member State is assigned to an international river basin district. Member
States should also ensure that the requirements of the WED for the achievement of the environmental objectives, and
in particular all programmes of measures are coordinated for the whole of the river basin district. For international
river basin districts the Member States concerned are required to ensure this coordination, in order to ensure that the
good status of waters of a Member State is not put at risk by another Member State.

Not only the WED but also other Directives addressing authorisation of mining projects such as those on
Environmental Impact Assessment (*) and on Mining Waste (%), require international coordination where a project/the
operation of a waste facility is likely to have significant effects on the environment in another Member State or where
a Member State, that is likely to be significantly affected, so requests.

() Directive 2000/60[EC, OJ L 327, 22.12.2000.
() Directive 85/337[EEC, O] L 175, 5.7.1985.
()  Directive 2006/21[EC, OJ L 102, 11.4.2006.
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Forespeorgsel til skriftlig besvarelse E-011004/13
til Kommissionen
Christel Schaldemose (S&D)
(26. september 2013)

Om: Borgerinitiativet »Minority Safepack«

Den. 15.juli i dr blev EU-Kommissionen ansegt om registrering af det europaiske mindretals borgerinitiativ
»Minority Safepack«. De europaiske mindretals ansegning blev afvist med beskeden om, at det ikke er Unionens
opgave at tage sig af mindretal, det ma vzre op til medlemsstaterne.

Borgerinitiativet blev netop en del af Lissabontraktaten for at fremme borgernes indflydelse i EU, og hele idéen med
borgerinitiativet er, at borgerne skal vaere med til at bestemme, hvad EU skal beskaftige sig med.

Med baggrund i Artikel 2 i Traktaten om den Europaiske Union (der bl.a. lyder: Unionen bygger pa vardierne respekt
for den menneskelige verdighed, frihed, demokrati, ligestilling, retsstaten og respekt for menneskerettighederne,
herunder rettigheder for personer, der tilhgrer mindretal.) kan jeg simpelthen ikke forstd at EU kommissionen har
afvist initiativet.

Leg hertil at tredje afsnit om ligestilling i EU’s charter om grundleeggende rettigheder, samt den del af
Kebenhavnskriterierne, ligeledes stiller skrappe krav til nye medlemslandes beskyttelse af mindretal i hej grad
kvalificere mindretalsbeskyttelse som et vigtigt EU kompetenceomride — bade hvad angar mindretal i nye og gamle
medlemslande.

Mit spergsmal til Kommissionen er derfor:

Hvilken reel drsag er der til, at Kommissionen pa forhand afviser initiativet fra den store del af EU’s borgere, der er en
del af de mange mindretal? Vil kommissionen genoverveje afslaget?

Vil Kommissionen i benaegtende fald genoverveje borgerinitiativet, sa det i fremtiden reelt kan bruges til de emner, der
optager borgerne?

Svar afgivet pA Kommissionens vegne af Maros Seféovi¢
(4. november 2013)

Forslaget til borgerinitiativ, der henvises til i det arede medlems spergsmdl, opfylder ikke en af de retlige betingelser
for registrering, jf. artikel 4, stk. 2, i forordningen om borgerinitiativer ('), nemlig at »forslaget til borgerinitiativ falder
ikke abenbart uden for Kommissionens befojelse til at fremsette et forslag til EU-retsakt med henblik pa
gennemforelsen af traktaterne«. Denne betingelse kommer direkte fra artikel 11, stk.4, i traktaten om Den
Europaiske Union, der lyder, at »et antal unionsborgere pd mindst en million, der kommer fra et betydeligt antal
medlemsstater, kan tage initiativ til at opfordre Kommissionen til inden for rammerne af sine befgjelser at fremsatte
et egnet forslag om spergsmal, hvor en EU-retsakt efter borgernes opfattelse er nedvendig til gennemforelse af
traktaterne.

Kommissionen henviser det &rede medlem til sit brev af 13. september 2013 til initiativtagerne af dette initiativ, hvor

begrundelsen for afslaget er specificeret. Dette brev er gjort offentligt tilgaengeligt pa borgerinitiativets websted:
http://ec.europa.eu/citizens-initiative/public/documents/1765

() Europa-Parlamentets og Rddets forordning (EU) nr. 211/2011 af 16. februar 2011 om borgerinitiativer, EUTL 65 af 11.3.2011, s. 1.



€208 /188 Dziennik Urzedowy Unii Europejskiej 3.7.2014

(English version)

Question for written answer E-011004/13
to the Commission
Christel Schaldemose (S&D)
(26 September 2013)

Subject: The ‘Minority Safepack’ citizens’ initiative

On 15 July this year, an application was submitted to the Commission for the registration of the European minorities’
citizens’ initiative ‘Minority Safepack’. The European minorities’ application was rejected with the explanation that it
is not the job of the Union to look after minorities; it is the responsibility of the Member States.

The citizens’ initiative was included in the Treaty of Lisbon precisely in order to promote the influence of citizens in
the EU, and the whole point of the citizens’ initiative is that citizens should be involved in determining what the EU
should concern itself with.

On the basis of Article 2 of the Treaty on European Union (which states, amongst other things, that ‘[tJhe Union is
founded on the values of respect for human dignity, freedom, democracy, equality, the rule of law and respect for
human rights, including the rights of persons belonging to minorities’), I simply cannot understand why the
Commission rejected the initiative.

When you also consider that Title IIl (Equality) of the EU’s Charter of Fundamental Rights, as well as the relevant
section of the Copenhagen Criteria, also lays down stringent requirements for new Member States concerning the
protection of minorities, the protection of minorities most definitely qualifies as an important area of competence of
the EU — in respect of minorities in both new and old Member States.

What is the real reason for the Commission’s rejection from the outset of the initiative put forward by the large
proportion of EU citizens that belong to the many minority groups? Will the Commission reconsider its refusal?

If not, will it re-evaluate the citizens’ initiative so that in future it can actually be used for those matters that concern
citizens?

Answer given by Mr Sef¢ovi¢ on behalf of the Commission
(4 November 2013)

The proposed citizens’ initiative referred to in the Honourable Member’s question did not meet one of the legal
conditions for registration as set out in Article 4(2) of the regulation on the citizens’ initiative ('), namely that ‘the
proposed citizens’ initiative does not manifestly fall outside the framework of the Commission’s powers to submit a
proposal for a legal act of the Union for the purpose of implementing the Treaties’. This condition directly results
from Article 11(4) of the Treaty on European Union which states that ‘not less than one million citizens who are
nationals of a significant number of Member States may take the initiative of inviting the European Commission,
within the framework of its powers, to submit any appropriate proposal on matters where citizens consider that a
legal act of the Union is required for the purpose of implementing the Treaties’.

The Commission would refer the Honourable Member to its letter of 13 September 2013 sent to the organisers of this
initiative in which the reasons for the refusal are detailed. This letter has been made publicly available in the citizens’
initiative website:

http://ec.europa.eu/citizens-initiative/public/documents/1765

() Regulation (EU) No 211/2011 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 16 February 2011 on the citizens' initiative, O] L 65, 11.3.2011.
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Anfrage zur schriftlichen Beantwortung E-011005/13
an die Kommission
Franz Obermayr (NI)
(26. September 2013)

Betrifft: Verordnung (EU) Nr. 576/2013 tiber die Unterbringung von Heimtieren

Die neuen Verordnungen ((EU) Nr. 576 & 577/2013) zu Heimtieren sind seit Mitte des Jahres 2013 in Kraft getreten
und gelten ab 29. Dezember 2014. Im Anhang I B sind neben Végeln, Amphibien, Reptilien, Nagetieren, Kaninchen
und Wassertieren auch wirbellose Tiere aufgefiihrt. Daraus ergeben sich folgende Fragen:

1. Ist die Kommission im Begriff, Rechtsvorschriften zu erlassen, welche die Bestimmungen der unter Anhang [ A
aufgefithrten Lebewesen auch auf die unter I B ausweiten? Diese Frage bezieht sich insbesondere auf die
Notwendigkeit von Heimtierpass und Kennzeichnungspflicht (Titowierung/Pass).

2. Falls nein, plant die Kommission hier einen Eingriff zur Abdnderung nationaler Vorschriften?

3. Falls ja, in wie weit beachtet die Kommission die Verhaltnismafigkeit nicht nur in Hinblick auf das Risiko fiir
die Gesundheit von Mensch und Tier, sondern auch in Bezug auf den Aufwand oder die generelle
Durchfiihrbarkeit, wie zum Beispiel bei der erlaubten Transportmenge, der Kennzeichnungspflicht oder der
Notwendigkeit eines Heimtierpasses fiir Wirbellose (Wiirmer, Larven oder Kifer)?

4. Warum ist diese Verordnung ausschlieflich auf Privatpersonen beschrinkt und nicht auf Grofhandler und
Importeure ausgeweitet worden, da diesen hier gegebenenfalls nun ein legislatives Schlupfloch durch
argumentative Verneinung/Umgehung des Handelszwecks ermoglicht werden konnte?

Antwort von Herrn Borg im Namen der Kommission
(15. November 2013)

1. Die Kommission plant derzeit keine Vorschriften fiir die Verbringung von Heimtieren zu anderen als
Handelszwecken bei den in Anhang I Teil B der Verordnung (EU) Nr. 576/2013 (') des Européischen Parlaments und
des Rates aufgefithrten Arten.

2. Bis zur Festlegung von Unionsvorschriften kann die Kommission weder intervenieren noch die von den
Mitgliedstaaten angewandten Vorschriften kommentieren, sofern diese in einem angemessenen Verhiltnis zum mit
der Verbringung dieser Art von Heimtieren zu anderen als Handelszwecken zusammenhingenden Risiko fiir die
Gesundheit von Mensch und Tier stehen und nicht strenger sind als die Vorschriften fiir den Handel und die Einfuhr
dieser Arten in die Européische Union gemaf der Verordnung (EU) Nr. 576/2013.

3. Im Falle einer unmittelbaren Gefahr fiir die Gesundheit von Mensch und Tier im Zusammenhang mit der
Verbringung dieser Arten von Heimtieren zu anderen als Handelszwecken kann die Kommission nach angemessener
Konsultation einen delegierten Rechtsakt tiber artenspezifische praventive Gesundheitsmafnahmen und
Kennzeichnungsanforderungen erlassen, der alle nationalen Anforderungen beriicksichtigt.

4. Die Verordnung (EU) Nr. 5762013 gilt fiir ein Heimtier einer in Anhang I aufgelisteten Art, das seinen Halter
wihrend einer Reise begleitet, die weder den Verkauf des Heimtiers noch den Ubergang des Eigentums an dem
Heimtier bezweckt (,Verbringung zu anderen als Handelszwecken®). Falls eine dieser Bedingungen nicht erfiillt ist,
muss das Heimtier die EU-Tiergesundheitsanforderungen erfiillen, die fir den Handel oder die Einfuhr der
betreffenden Tierarten in die Europdische Union gelten (,Verbringung zu Handelszwecken®). Ziel der Verordnung
(EU) Nr. 576/2013 ist die Starkung des Rechtsrahmens fiir die amtlichen Kontrollen, um wirksamer zu verhindern,
dass Verbringungen zu Handelszwecken in betriigerischer Absicht als Verbringungen zu anderen als Handelszwecken
getarnt werden.

() ABLL178vom 8.6.2013,S.12.
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Question for written answer E-011005/13
to the Commission
Franz Obermayr (NI)
(26 September 2013)

Subject: Regulation (EU) No 576/2013 on the non-commercial movement of pet animals

The new Regulations ((EU) No 576 and 577/2013) on pet animals came into force in the middle of 2013 and apply
from 29 December 2014. Annex I B lists invertebrates alongside birds, amphibia, reptiles, rodents, rabbits and aquatic
animals. This raises the following questions:

1. Is the Commission in the process of adopting legislation which extends the provisions relating to the animals
listed in Annex I A to those in Annex I B? This question concerns in particular the need for a pet passport and
the requirement to be able to identify the animal (tattoo/passport).

2. Ifthisis not the case, is the Commission planning to intervene in order to amend national regulations?

3. Ifitisthe case, to what extent is the Commission taking into consideration the proportionality of the measures,
not only with regard to the health of humans and animals, but also in respect of the cost and the general
feasibility, for example the permitted transport volume, the identification requirements and the need for a pet
passport for invertebrates (worms, larvae or beetles)?

4. Why does this regulation apply only to private individuals and not to wholesalers and importers who could
exploit a legislative loophole by denying or circumventing the commercial purposes of their activities?

Answer given by Mr Borg on behalf of the Commission
(15 November 2013)

1. Atpresent, the Commission does not envisage adopting rules for the non-commercial movement of pet animals
of the species listed in Part B of Annex I to Regulation (EU) No 576/2013 (') of the European Parliament and of the
Council.

2. Pending the establishment of Union rules, the Commission cannot intervene nor comment on rules applied by
Member States where they are applied proportionately to the risk to public or animal health associated with the non-
commercial movement of the pet animals of those species, and are not stricter than those applied to trade in and
imports into the Union of those species, as provided for in Regulation (EU) No 576/2013.

3. In the event of an imminent risk to public or animal health associated with the non-commercial movement of
pet animals of one of those species, the Commission may adopt a delegated act, following appropriate consultation,
on species-specific preventive health measures, and on species-specific requirements concerning their marking taking
into account any relevant national requirements.

4. Regulation (EU) No 576/2013 applies to a pet animal of the species listed in AnnexI thereto, which
accompanies its owner during his or her movement not aiming at the sale or the transfer of ownership of that pet
animal (‘non-commercial movement). If one of the aforementioned conditions is not met, the animal must meet
the EU animal health requirements applicable to trade in or imports into the Union of animals of the species
concerned (‘commercial movement)). Regulation (EU) No 576/2013 strengthens the legal framework for the official
controls with the aim to better prevent that commercial movements are fraudulently disguised as non-commercial
movements.

() OJL178/12,8.6.2013.
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Anfrage zur schriftlichen Beantwortung E-011006/13
an die Kommission
Franz Obermayr (NI)
(26. September 2013)

Betrifft: Angekiindigte Neuerungen zur Netzneutralitdt

Die geplanten Neuerungen (European Commission — SPEECH[13/498 04/06/2013) beziiglich der Netzneutralitit
steuern auf ein Zwei-Klassen-Internet zu. Die Neuerungen erlauben dem Telekom-Unternehmen, fiir eine schnellere
Durchfithrung im Internet eine ,Extra-Maut“ zu verlangen. Dies widerspricht jedoch der Gleichberechtigung aller
Daten im Internet. Des Weiteren bedeutet das erhebliche Mehrkosten fiir Internetnutzer.

Kann die Kommission dazu folgende Fragen beantworten:

1.  Wie beurteilt die Kommission dieses Vorhaben im Hinblick auf die unterschiedliche Finanzkraft der
Unternehmen?

2. Wiesind diese Neuerungen in Hinblick auf die Férderungen von KMU zu bewerten?

3. Wie soll die Umsetzung im Hinblick auf die Anderungen bei den bestehenden Kunden erfolgen? Im
Besonderen: Welche Auflagen kénnten in diesem Zusammenhang der Telekommunikationsbranche vonseiten
der EU auferlegt werden?

4. Welchen Zweck verfolgt die Kommission mit dieser qualitativen Ungleichbehandlung von Kunden?

5. Welche Unternehmen, Interessengemeinschaften und Verbiande haben die Kommission in Hinblick auf diese
legislativen Neuerungen beraten? Wie setzt sich der legislative Fuabdruck zusammen?

Antwort von Frau Kroes im Namen der Kommission
(6. November 201 3)

Der Kommissionsvorschlag garantiert den offenen Zugang zum Internet, indem er jegliches Blockieren, Drosseln,
Beeintrichtigen oder Diskriminieren verbietet. Auf diese Weise werden alle Inhalte, Dienste und Anwendungen fiir
alle Endnutzer iiber das offene Internet zuginglich und nutzbar sein. Dem Vorschlag zufolge haben Endnutzer
unabhingig von ihrer Finanzkraft die Moglichkeit, mit Anbietern von Inhalten und Anwendungen sowie mit
Betreibern elektronischer Kommunikation Vertrige iiber Spezialdienste mit einer hoheren Dienstqualitit zu
schliefen, sofern solche Dienste zu keiner wiederholten oder dauerhaften Beeintrichtigung der allgemeinen Qualitat
des Internetzugangs fithren. Die nationalen Regulierungsbehorden miissen dafiir sorgen, dass die Qualitdt des
Internetzugangs dem technischen Fortschritt entspricht, dass ein hochwertiger Zugang zum Internet zur Verfiigung
steht und dass Spezialdienste diese Qualitdt nicht beeintrachtigen. Auferdem sind sie befugt, Betreibern
elektronischer Kommunikation bestimmte Mindestanforderungen an die Dienstqualitit aufzuerlegen.

Der Vorschlag wird KMU und neugegriindete Internet-Unternehmen bei der Innovation unterstiitzen, weil deren
Anwendungen und Dienste dann nicht mehr blockiert oder beeintrachtigt werden konnen, wie dies heute oft noch
geschieht. Um die Nachfrage der Endnutzer nach innovativen, hochwertigen Diensten wie Internetfernsehen (IPTV),
Cloud-Angeboten oder elektronischen Gesundheitsdiensten decken zu kénnen, werden KMU die Moglichkeit haben,
Vereinbarungen iiber eine garantierte Dienstqualitdt zu schliefen. Die Inanspruchnahme solcher Dienste ist freiwillig,
so dass sich hieraus keine Anderungen fiir bestehende Kunden ergeben. Da ein Spezialdienst kein bloRer Ersatz fiir
den Internetzugang sein darf, wird es auch kein Zwei-Klassen-Internet geben.

Dieses ausgewogene Konzept fiir die Netzneutralitit beruht auf zahlreichen Zusammenkiinften mit
Interessentrdgern ('), auf den eingegangenen Stellungnahmen (*) und auf einer breiten 6ffentlichen Konsultation (%),
die im Jahr 2012 stattfand.

()  Unter Einbeziehung von Verbraucherverbinden, Biirgerrechtsorganisationen, Internetdiensteanbietern, Anbietern von Inhalten und
Anwendungen und anderen.

() http:[/ec.europa.eufinformation_society/newsroom|/cf/dae/item-detail-preview.cfm?user_id=139043&item_id=12288
Antworten gingen von mehr als 1 000 Biirger und 135 Organisationen ein.

()  Offentliche Online-Konsultation iiber ,besondere Aspekte der Transparenz, des Verkehrsmanagements und des Vertragswechsels in einem
offenen Internet*
http://ec.europa.eu/digital-agenda/en/line-public-consultation-specific-aspects-transparency-traffic-management-and-switching-open
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Question for written answer E-011006/13
to the Commission
Franz Obermayr (NI)
(26 September 2013)

Subject: Announcement of new measures concerning net neutrality

The planned new measures (European Commission — SPEECH/13/498 04/06/2013) concerning net neutrality
represent a move towards a two-tier Internet. They allow telecoms companies to charge an additional toll for faster
processing on the Internet. However, this conflicts with the principle of the equality of all the data on the Internet. It
also involves significant additional costs for Internet users.

1. What is the Commission’s assessment of this plan with regard to the differences in the financial strength of the
companies?

2. How should we evaluate these new measures in relation to support for SMEs?

3. How should the measures be implemented with regard to changes for existing customers? In particular, what
conditions could the EU impose on the telecoms industry in this context?

4. What is the Commission’s aim in introducing this qualitative unequal treatment of customers?

5. Which companies, lobby groups and associations advised the Commission about this new legislation? What is
the legislative footprint made up of?

Answer given by Ms Kroes on behalf of the Commission
(6 November 2013)

The Commission’s proposal guarantees open access to the Internet by prohibiting blocking, throttling, degradation or
discrimination. Thus all content, services and applications will be available over the open Internet to all end-users.
Under the proposal end-users may conclude agreements with content and application providers, regardless of their
financial size, and with electronic communications providers for specialised services with an enhanced quality of
service, provided such services do not cause recurring or continuous impairment of the general quality of Internet
access. National regulators shall ensure that the quality of Internet access reflects advances in technology, that a high
quality Internet is available and that specialised services are not impairing that quality. They are also empowered to set
minimum quality of service requirements on electronic communications providers.

The proposal will help SMEs and Internet start-ups to innovate, as they will not see their applications and services
blocked or degraded, as is currently often the case. SMEs will have the option to conclude agreements for a guaranteed
quality of service, which is essential to satisfy demand from end-users for innovative, high-quality services such as
IPTV, cloud or e-health. Availing of such services is on a voluntary basis, thus there will be no change for existing
Internet customers. As specialised services must not be a substitute to the Internet access service, there will not be a
two-tier Internet.

This balanced approach towards net neutrality is based on a large number of meetings with stakeholders (') and on
the responses received (%) to a wide-ranging public consultation () carried out in 2012.

() Including consumer associations, civil rights organisations, Internet service providers, content and applications providers and others.

() http:[/ec.europa.eufinformation_society/newsroom|/cf/dae/item-detail-preview.cfm?user_id=139043&item_id=12288
More than 1000 citizens and 135 organisations have provided responses.

()  Online public consultation on ‘specific aspects of transparency, traffic management and switching in an Open Internet’
(http:/[ec.europa.eu/digital-agenda/en/line-public-consultation-specific-aspects-transparency-traffic-management-and-switching-open).
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Epomon pe aitnpa ypantig anavimong E-011007/13
npog v Enrtpor)
Konstantinos Poupakis (PPE)
(26 Zemrtepfpiov 2013)

Oépa: Kivduvog unofaduiong TG MOLOTTAG TOV UMNPESIOY OE EMayYEMIQTIKOUG KAGdOUG and v evowpdtoon e
2005/36EK otnv eNAnvikn) évwopn tan. H mepintoon tou guoikodepaneut)

210 eupUtepo TAOIOLO TG EUMESWOT)G HLAG KOWVIG OTPATIYIKNG YLAL TV eviaia ayopd KAl PE OTOXO TV ApoT] TwY epnodiov yia
v e\eldepn kukhogopia emayyelpatidv kat dakivror unnpeoiwv ekdodnke and to Eupenaikd Kowofouhio kat to
ZupPovdio n 2005/36[EK oxetika pe Ty avayvopion ToV ENayYEARATIKGOY TPOCOVIWY, TOU EVOWHATOUNKE oy eAvIKT)
¢vvopn t€n pe o TL.A. 38/2010, to onoio o deUTepr) PAOT) UMEDTN) TPOTOTIOW)OELG HE TV YI)¢ioT] Twv vopey 4093/2012
kat 4111/2013. Me g tehevtaieg autég tponomnotroels dieupuvovtal TO6o To medio epappoyrg 0600 Kat ot TpoUinodeelg
unayoyns oug dwatagelc g oyetkne Kowoukrg Odnyiag, kadiepovoviag ouctaotika pa mapdAnAn Sadikacia
aVaYVOPLOTG ENAYYEAROTIKOV TPOCOVTOV — Kai OXL ENayyeAHaTIKNG tooduvapiag Tithwy onoudev — 1) onoia eyKupovel
cofapoug kvdivoug, agevog, yia Ty unoPfadjion TV TapeXOHEVOV UTNPESIAGY O GUYKEKPLLEVOUG KAAdOUG Kal, agetépou,
yia ) diapodpgwon evos acagoug meptpallovtog anoktong mpdofacts and pn mpayHatikoug dikatoUyoug oy doknor
enayyepatiknc dpaotpiottag oty ENAada kat, kat enéktaot), oe OAa ta kpdtr-pehn e EE. Me Sedopévn v elcaywyn
— oUpgova pe ™y 2005/36/EK — g évvolag tou «petavaotn epyalopevou-enayyehpatiay, kaddg kat Tou SIKaepaTog
TV Kpatov pekov va opilouv éva ekdyioto eminedo amapaityTev mPocoviwy, wote va dac@aliletal r mowvTTA TRV
TIOPEYOHEVY UTIPEOLOV OTNV EMKPATELN TOU, epwtdTar 1) Emrtpor:

1. Zuppepiletar Tov Kivduvo kar TV ayovia TOV ENAYYEMIOTIKOV EVOOEWV Yo TV UTOPADHION TV TOpEXOHEVOV
UTNPEOIAY TOU KAAdOU Toug amd evdeyopevi) avayvoplor TTAwV omoudov anovepndéviov and eyXoples oXONEG
Wiwtikol dikaiou mou £xouv oupgavies dikadxpnone (franchising) pe exnadevtika Wpupata aMov kpatdv pekav,
otav ta teheutaia Sev elvar avayveplopgva anod to ekmadeutikd CUOTHA TG XMPAS TOUG;

2. Me Paon mv avénpévn eudlbvny AokNoNG Tou EnayyENIATOG TOU PUOLKODEPATEUTH KOl TAUTOXPOVA TV EUXEPELL TGV
KPATOV HENGV va avayvepilouy GUHQeVE PE TV VOHOUECLA TOUG Ta EMAYYENHATIKA TPOGOVTC, KPIVEL GKOTI{L TNV
e10ayoyn mpooYETey mpoUnodéceny — avaloywv GANGV 1aTPIKGY Kal TAPAICTPIKOV EMAYYENIATGY — yia TV
anoOKTION TG OYETIKNG enayyeApatikrs tooduvapiag;

3. Ynapyouv avtiototya napadeiypata aANV Kpatov peAGV Tou, oty katebduver] e Yepakiong g aflomotiag Tou ev
Aoy enayyENpatog, £xouv poxwproeL or DEoTion TPOGVETOVY Kprnpiov 1) Sadikactdv; Av vat, TOTe mota eivat autd;

Anavrion tou . Barnier €€ ovopatog g Emrponiic
(14 Nogpppiov 2013)

1) H Emtponn) dev ouppepiletar TG aviouyieg opiopiévev enayyeMiatikdv opyavaoewv, dedopévou ot 1 odmyia
2005/36/EK (') mpophénet Siacpaliceic G000V agopd TV avayvapLor TV enayyeARATIKGOY TPOGOVTLY TIOU TAPEXETAL HECL
oupgoviag dicaroxpnong. Ediotepa, to kpatog pghog umodoynic pmopel va egakpifdoel péow Tou kpatoug pENous

KaTayoyng:

a) kata nooov 1 eknaidevon oo idpupa mou Tapéoye TV kataption xel moTonomdel emonpeg anod To eknadeutiko Wdpupa
TIou BpioKeTaL 0TO KPATOG PENOG KATAYWYTG TOU TITAOU®

B) katd nocov o1 TiThoL EnayyehpaTikGY TPOGOVTLY Mou £xouv ekdovel elvat ot idtot e exeivoug mou Ja eiyav yopnynvel eav 1)
exmaidevon eiye mpaypatonoudel €5 OAoKApoU 0TO KPATOG HENOG KaTaywyNS:

y) Kata mocov ta enayyehpatika tpocova mpocdidouv Ta idia enayyedpatika Sikaidpata otV EnkpaTeLld TOU KPATOUS
pENOUG KaTaymyns.

E@ooov Sev mnpoutat éva and auTd ta KpLtipla, 1) avayvapion Hmopel va anoppLyvel.

() O8nyia 2005/36EK oyetikd pie v avayvdpion Tev enayyehpatkay mpoooviey, EE L 255 e 30.9.2005, 6. 22.
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2)  Supgeva pe ta dwdéopa ot faor dedoptvev g Emtpomic otanotikd otonyeia OYETIKA HE TO VOHOUETIKA
Kkatoyupopéva enayyélpata, petaty tou 1997 kar tou 2012 yopnyndnke avayvepion yi To endyyelua Tou
Quotodepaneuty 0to 82% TV MEPIMTOCELY (KAL YI0L TIC TEPLOGOTEPES AMO AUTEG 1] AvayvOPLoT &yive autopata). QoToco, T0
ovotnua propel va Pehtiwdel nepartépw. Autog givat o Aoyog yia Tov omoio 1 véa odryia yia v tpononoinor g odnyiag
2005/36EK deoniter ) duvatotta Snpioupyiag «kovev mhatolov eknaideucner kat «kowev dokipactdv exnaideuoncy. Ot
TTAOL TIOU AMOKTAVTAL 0TO TMAGIOL0 QUTAV TGV KOWGV mAaiciov ekmaideuons 1) dokipaotdv mpémer va avayvopilovta
auTOpaTes ota aAa ouppetexovta kpdtn péAn. H Enttponr pnopet va kadiepdoet ta mhaiowa autd pe kat’ egouatodotnon
npakeig. Ta kpatr) péln propouy va eEapolvtal and Ty egappoyr] Tov kowev mhatoiov eknaidevong 1 Sokipaciov uno
GUYKEKPILEVOUG OPOUG.

3)  HEmponr| dev drodéter minpogopies oxetikd pie T DEomion Twv ev AOyo HEtpov and ahha kpdtr péAn.



3.7.2014

Dziennik Urz¢dowy Unii Europejskiej

C208/195

(English version)

Question for written answer E-011007/13
to the Commission
Konstantinos Poupakis (PPE)

(26 September 2013)

Subject: Possible deterioration in quality of professional services, for example in the field of physiotherapy, following
the transposition into Greek law of Directive 2005/36/EC

In a bid to consolidate the joint single market strategy and remove obstacles to the free movement of professions and
freedom to provide services, the European Parliament and Council adopted Directive 2005/36/EC on the recognition
of professional qualifications transposed into Greek law under Presidential Decree 38/2010. This was subsequently
amended by Laws 4093/2012 and 4111/2013 widening the scope of the provisions and conditions of inclusion,
thereby effectively creating a parallel procedure for the recognition of professional qualifications — as opposed to
equivalence — leading to a serious risk of deterioration in the quality of professional services in certain fields,
accompanied by doubts as to the professional qualifications of those admitted as practitioners in Greece and, by
extension, all EU Member States. At the same time, Directive 2005/36/EC introduces the concept of the migrant
professional, while Member States are entitled to establish minimum qualifications with a view to safeguarding the
quality of services provided within their territory.

In view of this:

1. Does the Commission share the concerns of certain professional organisations regarding the risk of
deterioration in the quality of services provided within their particular branch through recognition of
qualifications issued by private law schools under franchising agreements with non-recognised professional
institutions in other Member States?

2. With a view to ensuring more responsible professional standards in the field of physiotherapy and make it
easier for Member States to recognise qualifications in accordance with their own legislation, does the
Commission consider it advisable to introduce additional conditions of eligibility as for other medical and
paramedical professions?

3. Have any other Member States adopted additional criteria and procedures with a view to upholding confidence
in this profession and, if so, which?

Answer given by Mr Barnier on behalf of the Commission
(14 November 2013)

1. The Commission does not share the concerns of certain professional organisations, given that
directive 2005/36EC (') provides safeguards with regard to the recognition of professional qualifications delivered

through a franchised agreement. In particular, the host Member State may verify with the home Member State:

(@)  whether the training course at the establishment which gave the training has been formally certified by the
educational establishment based in the Member State of origin;

(b)  whether the professional qualification issued is the same as that which would have been awarded if the course
had been followed entirely in the Member State of origin; and

() whether the professional qualification confers the same professional rights in the territory of the Member State
of origin.

() Directive 2005/36/EC on the recognition of professional qualifications, OJ L 255, 30.9.2005, p. 22.
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If one of these criteria is not fulfilled, recognition may be refused.

2. According to the statistics available in the Commission database on regulated professions, between 1997 and
2012 recognition for the profession of physiotherapist was granted in 82% of cases (and for most of them it was
automatic). However, the system can still be improved. This is why the new directive amending Directive 2005/36/EC
introduces the possibility to set up ‘common training frameworks’ and ‘common training tests’. Qualifications
obtained under such common training frameworks or tests should automatically be recognised in the other
participating Member States. The Commission may introduce such frameworks by delegated acts. Member States may
be exempted from the application of common training frameworks or tests under specific conditions.

3. The Commission has no information about the introduction of such measures by other Member States.
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Epomon pe aitnpa ypantig anavimong E-011008/13
npog v Enrtpor)
Konstantinos Poupakis (PPE)
(26 Zemrtepfpiov 2013)

Oépa: Evepyelakod KO0T0G — PLooIpoTTa KAl aVTayGVIOTIKOTTA TV EANVIKGY fropmyaviov

To evepyelako KOOTOG anoTeel évav anod Toug faclkOTEPOUS TAPAYOVTES SLAIOPPMOTIG TOU GUVONKOU KOOTOUG TAPAY®YT|S,
HE TNV «€MPPOT}» TOU Va lvat akOpT| Mo ONHAvTIKT) 0Tous kAadoug g evepyofopou fropnyaviag, ennpealoviag kadopLotika
TNV TEAIKI] TU) MOAOTG, GPA KAl TV AVTAYOVIOTIKOTITA TwY Tpoioviey Tous. uv EXAada, cupgova pe ta otoyeia tov
avtiototywv Biopnyavikov Evacewv, ot idiaitepa upnhEg TIHEG evépyelag UTOVOPEUOUV TOGO TV avamtuén 000 Kal T
Proowomta tov ENAVIKOV fropnyaviay, pe cuvETEla T HelwoT) TG Tapayeyikne dpactnpiottag, v andAela déoewv
epyaoiag kat v ouclaotikr anodopnon kade eyyelprpatos yw TV dnuoupyia tou avaykaiou eEwotpepols
npoosavatoliopoy, kadeg kat 1) eyyopla {fmon epgaviCetar eEapetikd meplopiopévny. Me dedopévo, ooy, agevoc, ot i
avakapyn g eAMvikng oovopiag kat 1) Pfeltivon Tou woluyiou tpeyoucev ouvalhayov cuvdEetal appnKTa pe TV
«avalwoyovrjorp e eNnvikn fropnyaviag kat, agetépou, To dtaknpuypévo oToXo yia Ty avEnor TG avIayevIeTIKOT T,
epotatar 1) Evponaikr Emtpon:

1. Awdétel otoryela yio 0 evepyelakd kootog (tp) kWh) otoug Bacikotepoug khadoug g Propnyaviag évtaong
evépyelag (m.y. petalloupyia, xaAuBoupyia, topevrofropnyavia, Mimdopata, yaptonotia, vahoupyia k.Am.) ota kpdT

pé)\T];

2. Tloc afiohoyel, o6 P0G kal TG TPOIKAG, o TPOTACT] Yial HELWOT] TOU KOOTOUG eVEpYelag o€ OAO TO GAGHA TNG
eENNVIKIG oKovopiag — TOUAGXIOTOV OTa EMinEda TOU eUpwMAiKOU pECOU Opou — pe otoxo Ty abénon g
AVTAYOVIOTIKOTITAG TG;

3. Ynapyouv Péltiotes mpaktikés kat mapadetypata GANGV KpaTav HEAGV TOU TPOXGPNOoaV (ETe GE HEHOVOUEVOUG
KNOOUG, €ITE GUVONIKA) O€ PEIMOEL TOU KOGTOUG EVEPYELAG YL TI OTPLEN TNG MAPAY®YIKTS dpaoTnpLoTTaS Kat TG
anacyOAoNG; Av vai, ToLa eival aUTd KAl JE Toto TpOTo;

Anavrnon tou k. Oettinger ££ ovopatog e Emponic
(25 Nogpppiov 2013)

H Emtpon) kataptilel eni tou mapovtog ekJeot) oYETIKA L€ TIC TIIES KL TO KOOTOG TG EVEPYELAG, 1) ontola eEetalel emiong Tig
emnTooeg otig Popnyavies evraong evépyelas. H éxdeon da avaloer T oUvDeor Twv EVEPYEIAKOV TIHOV Yid TOV HEGO
Kkatavaloth oe Siipopous TOpELS £vTaong evépyelas. ZTOX0G eivar va ekdovel ) ev Aoyw €kdeon eykaipwg yia to Eupomnaiko
Zupfouhio yia v aviayeviotkotta mou Ja diefaydet Tov defpoudpro.

Kata to devtepo ekapnvo tou 2012, ot péoeg Tipés Mavikig molong nAEKTPIKRG evépyelag yia fropnyavikoUs KatavaATeg
nou kataypagnkav oty EN\ada fjtav oe yevikés ypappés evduypappiopéves pe tov péco opo e EE (). To kootog e
evépyelag dadpapatiCer onpavikd polo oty avtayeviotkotyta e fropnyaviag, aAAd kat T0 KOGTOG TG €pyasiag, ot
epmopikéc moAttikes kat ot meptfalloviikéc unoypedoels, petaty ahhwv, éxouv emiong enidpaon oty avtayoviotkotyta. Ta
PETPA MOV AMOOKOMOUV 0T HELWOT] TOU EVEPYELAKOU KOOTOUG Yia TIG EMXEPT|OEIC éviaong evépyelac oty ENAada mpéner va
Napfavouv mhjpog umdyn ta 0@ENT Kat To KOGTOG yia OAOKANPO TO GUOTIHA Kat OAOUG TOUG KATAVAAWTES eV, TapdAAAa,
Yo peyiotonooly ta o@ékn and v evepyelakn anodoon. Ta petpa KpaTkev evioxUoewv Do MPEmEL va eivan KaAa
oToyodetpéva Kat va meplopiloviar ota e\dxiota avaykaio GOTE Vo amo@elyovIaL Ol GPVITTIKEG OUVEMEES OTWG Ol
otpefAacel oty ayopd NAeKTpIopoU Kat TPOGUET TPOPAHATA PEUOTOTITAG YIC TOUS TAPAYWYOUS TAEKTPIKIG EVEPYELIG,
nou 1101 Ppiokovtar oe Suoyepr) kataotaot.

O1 edvikég MONITIKEG GYETIKA JIE TOUG YOPOUG KL TIC ELGQPOPES O APKETA Kpartn e €xouv emiong apfAUveL Tov aviktumo
TOU KOOTOUG NG EVEPYELAS YIa TIC PLOUNYAVIEG EVTAONG EVEPYELAG TIOU €lval EKTEVEIHEVEG OTOV TAYKOGHIO QVTAYGVIOHO, LE
OKOTO VaL AMOPEUXJOUV 0L APVITTIKEG EMMTAGELG VIOl TV AVIAYGVIOTIKOTTA Kot TV anaoyoAnon. H Entponn Jewpet ot n
OAOKA)PWOT) TG E6WTEPIKTG AyOPAC EVEPYELAG Kat 1) SLApPKIG ELPAOT) 0TV EVEPYELKT] amOOOOT), CUHQVA (e TN Vopoveoia
e EE, da evar o m\éov amoteleopatikdg TPOMOG yio T HEIWON TOU evepyelakol kooToug kat T Peltioon e
avtayovioTikoTTag tov factkov fopnyxaviev. Emi tou mapovtog dev undapyer Swadéowun emokomnon tev fEltiotev
TIPAKTIKGY OE OAA TAL KPAT HEAT).

() Tinyn: Tprpnviaia ékdeon yia Tic eupeTAiKES ayopés NAEKTPIKNG evépyelag, TORoG 6, Telxog 2, 0. 27 — A Evépyetag — Selrtepo tpipnvo tou 2013,
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(English version)

Question for written answer E-011008/13
to the Commission
Konstantinos Poupakis (PPE)

(26 September 2013)

Subject: Energy costs — sustainability and competitiveness of Greek industries

Energy is a major factor with regard to total production costs, even more so in energy-intensive sectors, having a
decisive impact on retail prices and competitiveness. According to the Greek industrial associations concerned,
excessively high energy prices are undermining industrial growth and sustainability in Greece, leading to reduced
output and job losses and effectively stifling any outward-looking entrepreneurial initiative, a situation aggravated by
exceptionally weak domestic demand. Economic recovery in Greece and an improvement in its current account
situation are therefore closely dependent on revitalising its industries and achieving its declared aim of becoming
more competitive.

In view of this:

1. Does the Commission have information regarding energy costs (kWh) with regard to energy-intensive
industries in the Member States (the metallurgical, steel, cement, fertiliser, paper and glass production sectors,
for example)?

2. Asamember of the Troika, what view does it take of the proposal to reduce the energy costs across the beard in
Greece — at least compared with European averages — so as to make it more competitive?

3. Have best practices been established, for example by other Member States (in individual sectors or across the
board) in reducing energy costs with a view to boosting output and employment figures? If so, which Member
States have achieved this and how?

Answer given by Mr Oettinger on behalf of the Commission
(25 November 2013)

The Commission is currently preparing a report on energy prices and costs which also examines the impact on energy
intensive industries. The report will analyse the composition of energy prices for an average consumer in different
energy intensive sectors. The aim is to adopt this report in time for February’s European Council on competitiveness.

In the second half of 2012, average retail electricity prices in Greece for industrial consumers were roughly in line
with the EU average (). Energy costs play an important role in industrial competitiveness; but labour costs, trade
policies and environmental obligations inter alia also have an effect on competitiveness. Measures intended to reduce
energy costs for energy-intensive companies in Greece need to take full account of benefits and costs for the whole
system and all consumers, while maximising gains from energy efficiency. State aid measures should be well targeted
and limited to the minimum necessary to avoid negative consequences such as distortions in the electricity market
and additional liquidity problems for electricity producers, who are already in a distressed situation.

National policies on taxes and levies in several Member States have also softened the impact of energy costs on
energy-intensive industries that are exposed to global competition, with a view to avoiding negative impacts on
competiveness and employment. The Commission considers that the completion of the internal energy market and a
continued focus on energy efficiency in line with EU legislation will be the most effective way to reduce energy costs
and improve key industries’ competitiveness. An overview of best practices across Member States is currently not
available.

() Source: Quarterly Report on European Electricity Markets, Volume 6, issue 2, p27 — DG Energy — Second quarter 2013.
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Question for written answer E-011009/13
to the Commission
Alyn Smith (Verts/ALE)
(26 September 2013)

Subject: Price controls on fuel supplies

There have been some suggestions recently that government price controls should be instituted on domestic fuel
supplies in the UK.

Can the Commission clarify the legal position on price controls and whether such an instrument would be in breach
of EU competition rules?

Answer given by Mr Almunia on behalf of the Commission
(25 November 2013)

The EU competition rules, which prohibit anti-competitive agreements and abuses of dominance, concern behaviour
by companies. To the extent that a company is required to act in a certain way as a result of binding national law or
regulation, leaving no space for autonomous behaviour, the company would not be regarded as in breach of the EU
competition rules.
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(Magyar vltozat)

[résbeli valaszt igényld kérdés E-011010/13
a Bizottsidg szamara
Banki Erik (PPE)
(2013. szeptember 26.)

Tdrgy: A Bizottsdg hivatalos valasza a Parlament cianidos banydszatrol sz616 dlldsfoglaldsira

A Parlament 2010. mdjus 5-én tulnyomé tobbséggel elfogadta azt az dlldsfoglaldst, amelyben felszdlitotta a
Bizottsagot, hogy 2011 végéig tegyen javaslatot a cianidos banydszati technoldgia dltaldnos uniés betiltdsdra.

Az Eurépai Unié miikodésérdl szolé szerzédés 225. cikke szerint a Parlament tagjainak tobbségével felkérheti a
Bizottsagot olyan kérdésre vonatkozd megfelel§ javaslat elterjesztésére, amely az Eurdpai Parlament megitélése
szerint a SzerzG8dések végrehajtdsa céljabol unids jogi aktus kidolgozasat teszi szitkségessé.

A cikk azt is kikoti, hogy amennyiben a Bizottsdg nem terjeszt el6 javaslatot, ennek okairdl tdjékoztatja a Parlamentet.

Tekintettel arra, hogy a Bizottsig még nem terjesztett el8 javaslatot a cianidos banydaszat tilalmdrol, melyik hivatalos
dokumentumban értesitette a Parlamentet azokrdl az okokrdl, amelyek a javaslat benyujtisdnak elmulasztdsdt
indokoljdk?

Janez Poto¢nik vilasza a Bizottsig nevében
(2013. november 22.)

A Bizottsdg 2010. jilius 6-dn elfogadott feljegyzésében (') tdjékoztatta a Parlamentet arrdl, miért nem tervez — a
Parlament 2010. mdajus 5-i dllasfoglaldsiban megfogalmazott kérésének eleget téve — jogalkotdsi javaslatot
elGterjeszteni a cianid banydszatban torténd alkalmazdsanak altaldnos tilalmdrdl.

()  SP(2010)4415, A cianidos banydszati technoldgidnak az Eurépai Uniéban torténd éltaldnos betiltdsirol sz6l6 eurdpai parlamenti éllasfoglalds
nyomon kovetése, a Bizottsdg 2010. julius 6-dn elfogadott feljegyzése:
http:/[www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil[popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2010/259 3(RSP)&I=EN#tab-0)
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(English version)

Question for written answer E-011010/13
to the Commission
Erik Banki (PPE)
(26 September 2013)

Subject: Commission’s formal response to Parliament’s resolution on cyanide mining

Parliament adopted its resolution of 5 May 2010, in which it called on the Commission to propose a general EU ban
on the use of cyanide in mining by the end of 2011, by an overwhelming majority.

Under Article 225 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, Parliament may, acting by a majority of
its component Members, request the Commission to submit any appropriate proposal on matters on which it
considers that a Union act is required for the purpose of implementing the Treaties.

This article also stipulates that if the Commission does not submit a proposal, it must inform Parliament of the
reasons.

Given that the Commission has not yet proposed a ban on cyanide mining, in which official document did it formally
inform Parliament of its reasons for not submitting a proposal?

Answer given by Mr Poto¢nik on behalf of the Commission
(22 November 2013)

The Commission informed the Parliament by note adopted by the Commission on 6/07/2010 () of the reasons why
it did not intend to come forward with a legislative proposal introducing a general ban on the use of cyanide in
mining as requested by the Parliament in its resolution adopted on 5/05/2010.

()  Note SP(2010)4415 Follow-up to the European Parliament resolution on a general ban on the use of cyanide mining technologies in the European
Union, adopted by the Commission on 6 July 2010.
http:/|www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil[popups|/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2010/259 3(RSP)&I=EN#tab-0)
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Pregunta con solicitud de respuesta escrita E-011011/13
ala Comisiéon
Paolo De Castro (S&D), Giancarlo Scotta (EFD), Herbert Dorfmann (PPE), Giovanni La Via (PPE), Sergio
Paolo Francesco Silvestris (PPE), Iratxe Garcia Pérez (S&D) y Michel Dantin (PPE)
(26 de septiembre de 2013)

Asunto: Etiquetado de productos alimenticios — sistema «seméforo» del Reino Unido

A raiz de una recomendacion del Ministerio de la Salud del Reino Unido, de 19 de junio de 2013, las grandes cadenas
de distribucion del Reino Unido emplean en el etiquetado de sus productos alimenticios un codigo de colores (rojo,
naranja y verde) para sefialar su contenido en grasas, dcidos grasos saturados, sales y aztcares. Dicha recomendacién
se emitio con cardcter voluntario al amparo del Reglamento (UE) n® 1169/2011 (articulo 35, apartado 2). El referido
Reglamento establece, en su articulo 35, apartado 1, una serie de requisitos que se deben cumplir a este respecto y
prevé la adopcién de actos de ejecucion por la Comision. Ahora bien, un sistema que clasifica los productos
alimenticios sobre la base de su contenido en grasas, primordialmente, puede tener un efecto penalizador para
muchos productos europeos (queso parmesano, queso mozzarella, otros quesos, jamones, etc.), que de esta manera,
aun siendo de elevada calidad, corren el riesgo de ser considerados como productos poco saludables. Ademds, la
imposicion de etiquetas por los principales establecimientos de venta al por menor puede penalizar en particular a las
pequefias y medianas empresas al imponerles costes adicionales y crecientes de produccién.

1. ¢Ha verificado la Comisi6n la conformidad de la Recomendacién del Gobierno britdnico con lo previsto por el
articulo 35, apartado 1, del Reglamento (UE) n° 1169/2011, esto es, que las referidas indicaciones «sean objetivas y no
discriminatorias, y que su aplicacién no suponga obstdculos a la libre circulacion de mercancias»?

2. ;Tiene la Comision la intencién de velar por la correcta aplicacion del articulo 35, apartado 6 (relativo a los
actos de ejecucion), del Reglamento (UE) n° 1169/2011 haciendo suya la recomendacién del Gobierno del Reino
Unido y de precisar los requisitos enunciados en el articulo 35, apartado 1?

3. ¢No considera la Comisién que, de conformidad con lo previsto por la Directiva 98/34/CE, el Gobierno del
Reino Unido debiera notificar su recomendacién a la Comision Europea?

Respuesta del Sr. Borg en nombre de la Comisién
(6 de noviembre de 2013)

1. Porsu cardcter voluntario, el c6digo de colores para etiquetado nutricional recomendado por las autoridades del
Reino Unido no crea un obstaculo de iure al comercio. Algunas empresas britdnicas han anunciado ptiblicamente que
utilizardn ese sistema, pero otras han declarado que no lo hardn; esto indica que, en la situacién actual, tampoco
puede considerarse de facto un sistema obligatorio. Sin haber recibido mds informacién sobre este sistema, la
Comisién no puede verificar su conformidad con los demads criterios del articulo 35, apartado 1, del Reglamento (UE)
n°1169/2011, sobre la informacién alimentaria facilitada al consumidor (').

2. La Comisién dard inicio a las acciones de ejecucion encaminadas a garantizar la uniforme aplicacion del articulo
35 en el momento oportuno.

3. La Comision considera que la recomendacion de las autoridades britdnicas sobre este sistema de etiquetado no
precisa de una notificacién con arreglo a la Directiva 98/34/CE, ya que, a la vista de la informacién disponible, no
puede considerarse vinculante ni de iure ni de facto. La Comision estard atenta a que asi sea y a que la medida no cree
obstdculos a la libre circulacién de mercancias consagrada en las disposiciones pertinentes del Tratado, en particular,
los articulos 34 a 36, asi como en el articulo 35, apartado 1, letra g), del Reglamento (UE) n° 1169/2011.

() DOL304de22.11.2011,p.18.
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Anfrage zur schriftlichen Beantwortung E-011011/13
an die Kommission
Paolo De Castro (S&D), Giancarlo Scotta (EFD), Herbert Dorfmann (PPE), Giovanni La Via (PPE), Sergio
Paolo Francesco Silvestris (PPE), Iratxe Garcia Pérez (S&D) und Michel Dantin (PPE)
(26. September 2013)

Betrifft: Lebensmittelkennzeichnung im Vereinigten Konigreich nach dem Ampel-System

Gemifs einer Empfehlung des Gesundheitsministeriums des Vereinigten Konigreichs vom 19.Juni 2013
kennzeichnen die meisten Einzelhindler im VK ihre Lebensmittelprodukte nach dem Ampelsystem (rot, orange und
griin), basierend auf ihrem Gehalt an Fett, gesittigten Fettsduren, Salz und Zucker. Diese Empfehlung wurde gemif§
Artikel 35 Absatz 2 der Verordnung (EU) Nr.1169/2011 auf freiwilliger Basis angenommen. Diese Verordnung
schreibt ferner vor, dass gewisse Voraussetzungen erfiillt sein miissen (Artikel 35 Absatz 1) und dass die Kommission
Durchfithrungsrechtsakte erlassen muss. Ein System, bei dem Lebensmittel fast ausschlieflich nach ihrem Fettgehalt
eingestuft werden, droht zahlreiche europaische Produkte (Parmigiano Reggiano, Mozzarella und andere Késesorten,
Schinken usw.) zu benachteiligen, die dann trotz ihrer hohen Qualitit als ,ungesund® gelten wiirden. Auferdem
bedroht diese Etikettierung durch die Haupt-Einzelhdndler die Existenz der kleineren und mittleren Unternehmen zu
benachteiligen, vor allem aufgrund der zusitzlichen — und eskalierenden — Produktionskosten.

1.  Hat die Kommission iiberpriift, dass die oben genannte Empfehlung der britischen Regierung auch mit
Artikel 35 Absatz1 der Verordnung (EU) Nr.1169/2011 in Einklang steht, das heifdt, dass die besagte
Lebensmittelkennzeichnung objektiv und nicht diskriminierend ist und dass deren Anwendung kein Hindernis fiir
den freien Warenverkehr darstellt?

2. Wird die Kommission sicher stellen, dass Artikel 35 Absatz 6 der Verordnung (EU) Nr. 1169/2011 (betreffend
Durchfithrungsrechtsakte) bei der Umsetzung der Empfehlung der Regierung des VK korrekt angewendet wird und
wird sie ferner die Anforderungen, die sich aus Artikel 35 Absatz 1 ergeben, genauer definieren?

3. Ist die Kommission nicht der Auffassung, dass die Regierung des VK sie gemafl Richtlinie 98/34/EG tiber die
besagte Empfehlung hitte in Kenntnis setzen miissen?

Antwort von Herrn Borg im Namen der Kommission
(6. November 2013)

1. Da die Verwendung der von den britischen Behorden empfohlenen Kennzeichnung von Lebensmitteln nach
dem Ampelsystem auf freiwilliger Basis erfolgt, schafft das System kein rechtliches Hindernis fiir den freien
Warenverkehr. Einige britische Unternehmen haben 6ffentlich angekiindigt, dass sie die Kennzeichnung verwenden
werden, andere dagegen lehnen sie ab; dies zeigt, dass das System zum jetzigen Zeitpunkt auch de facto nicht als
verpflichtend betrachtet wird. Die Kommission hat noch keine genauen Informationen iiber das fragliche System
erhalten und kann daher nicht tiberpriifen, ob es auch in Einklang mit den anderen Kriterien des Artikels 35 Absatz 1
der Verordnung (EU) Nr. 1169/2011 betreffend die Information der Verbraucher tiber Lebensmittel () steht.

2. Die Kommission wird die Umsetzungsmafinahmen, mit denen die einheitliche Anwendung des Artikels 35
sichergestellt werden soll, rechtzeitig in die Wege leiten.

3. Nach Auffassung der Kommission erfordert die Empfehlung der britischen Behorden betreffend die
Verwendung dieses Kennzeichnungssystems keine Mitteilung gemifs der Richtlinie 98/34/EG, da sie — nach
Maflgabe der vorliegenden Informationen — weder de jure noch de facto als Pflichtvorgabe anzusehen ist. Die
Kommission wird darauf achten, dass dies weiterhin der Fall bleibt und dass die Maffnahme keine Hindernisse fiir den
freien Warenverkehr gemdfl den einschligigen Vertragsbestimmungen (insbesondere Artikel 34 bis 36) und
Artikel 35 Absatz 1 Buchstabe g der Verordnung (EU) Nr. 1169/2011 schafft.

()  ABLL304vom22.11.2011,S.18.
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Question avec demande de réponse écrite E-011011/13
ala Commission
Paolo De Castro (S&D), Giancarlo Scotta (EFD), Herbert Dorfmann (PPE), Giovanni La Via (PPE),
Sergio Paolo Francesco Silvestris (PPE), Iratxe Garcia Pérez (S&D) et Michel Dantin (PPE)
(26 septembre 2013)

Objet: Etiquetage des denrées alimentaires: systéme britannique des «feux de signalisation»

A la suite d'une recommandation émise, le 19 juin 2013, par le ministére britannique de la santé, la grande
distribution au Royaume-Uni procéde a un étiquetage des produits alimentaires conformément a un systeme de codes
de couleurs (rouge, orange et vert) qui varient selon la teneur en matiéres grasses, en graisses saturées, en sel et en
sucre des aliments. Cette recommandation a été adoptée sur une base volontaire, conformément a l'article 35,
paragraphe 2, du reglement (UE) n° 1169/2011. Le méme reglement dispose que certaines exigences doivent étre
respectées (article 35, paragraphe 1) et que la Commission doit adopter des actes d’exécution. Tout systeme qui
classifie les denrées alimentaires sur la seule base de leur teneur en matiéres grasses risque de pénaliser de nombreux
produits européens (le parmigiano reggiano, la mozzarella, d'autres fromages, le jambon, etc.) qui seraient alors réputés
«mauvais pour la santé», malgré la qualité élevée de ces produits. Par ailleurs, 'apposition d’étiquettes spécifiques par
la grande distribution risque de pénaliser notamment les petites et moyennes entreprises en raison de 'augmentation
— et de I'escalade — des cofits de production.

1. La Commission a-t-elle vérifié la conformité de la recommandation du gouvernement britannique
susmentionnée avec larticle 35, paragraphe 1, du réglement (UE) n° 1169/2011; en d’autre termes, a-t-elle vérifié que
les étiquettes des denrées alimentaires sont objectives et non discriminatoires et ot 'application de ce systeme
d'étiquetage n’entrave pas la libre circulation des biens?

2. La Commission entend-elle assurer la bonne mise en ceuvre de larticle 35, paragraphe 6, du
réglement (UE)n° 1169/2011 (concernant les actes d'exécution) compte tenu de la recommandation du
gouvernement britannique, et de définir plus précisément les exigences de l'article 35, paragraphe 1?

3. La Commission n'estime-t-elle pas que le gouvernement britannique doit lui notifier la recommandation
susmentionnée, conformément a la directive 98/34/CE?

Réponse donnée par M. Borg au nom de la Commission
(6 novembre 2013)

1. Enraison de son caractére facultatif, le systeme d'étiquetage nutritionnel par codes de couleurs recommandé par
les autorités britanniques ne crée pas d’entrave de jure aux échanges commerciaux. Certaines entreprises britanniques
ont annoncé publiquement qu'elles utiliseront ce systéme et d’autres qu'elles ne le feront pas, ce qui montre qu'en
I'état actuel, ce systéme ne peut pas non plus étre considéré comme un systeme obligatoire de facto. La Commission,
du fait qu'elle n’a pas recu les détails du systeme en question, ne peut en vérifier la conformité avec les autres critéres
de l'article 35, paragraphe 1, du reglement (UE) n° 1169/2011 concernant l'information des consommateurs sur les
denrées alimentaires (').

2. La Commission commencera a s'occuper de la mise en ceuvre des actions relatives a I'application uniforme de
l'article 35 dans les délais prévus.

3. La Commission estime que la recommandation de ce systéme d'étiquetage par les autorités britanniques ne
nécessite pas de notification en vertu de la directive 98/34/CE car, sur la base des données disponibles, il n'est pas
considéré comme obligatoire, que ce soit de jure ou de facto. La Commission veillera a ce que ce soit le cas et a ce que
cette mesure ne crée pas dentrave a la libre circulation des marchandises comme le prévoient les dispositions
pertinentes du traité, notamment ses articles 34 a 36, ainsi que l'article 35, paragraphe 1, point g), du réglement (UE)
n°1169/2011.

() JOL304du22.11.2011,p. 18.
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Interrogazione con richiesta di risposta scritta E-011011/13
alla Commissione
Paolo De Castro (S&D), Giancarlo Scotta (EFD), Herbert Dorfmann (PPE), Giovanni La Via (PPE), Sergio
Paolo Francesco Silvestris (PPE), Iratxe Garcia Pérez (S&D) e Michel Dantin (PPE)
(26 settembre 201 3)

Oggetto: Etichettatura dei prodotti alimentari: il sistema semaforo usato nel Regno Unito

Conformemente alla raccomandazione del 19 giugno 2013 del ministero della sanita del governo britannico, i
principali rivenditori del Regno Unito etichettano i prodotti utilizzando un sistema a pitt colori (rosso, arancione e
verde) per illustrare il contenuto di grassi, grassi saturi, sale e zuccheri presenti nel prodotto alimentare. Questa
raccomandazione ¢ stata adottata volontariamente, in linea con il regolamento (UE) n. 1169/2011 (articolo 35,
paragrafo 2). Lo stesso regolamento (articolo 35, paragrafo 1) prevede che siano soddisfatti determinati requisiti e che
la Commissione adotti atti di esecuzione. Un sistema che classifica i generi alimentari esclusivamente in base al
contenuto di grassi, rischia di penalizzare numerosi prodotti europei (Parmigiano Reggiano, mozzarella, prosciutto e
altri formaggi, ecc.) che in tal caso sarebbero considerati «non sani», nonostante gli elevati standard di qualita. La
diffusione di queste etichette fra i principali rivenditori rischia inoltre di penalizzare innanzitutto le PMI, con costi di
produzione ulteriori.

1. Ha la Commissione verificato la conformita della raccomandazione del governo britannico all'articolo 35,
paragrafo 1, del regolamento (UE) n. 1169/2011 (forme e simboli grafici che «sono obiettivi e non discriminatori e la
loro applicazione non crea ostacoli alla libera circolazione delle merci»)?

2. Intende la Commissione assicurare la corretta applicazione dell’articolo 35, paragrafo 6, del regolamento (UE)
n.1169/2011 (atti di esecuzione), in seguito alla raccomandazione del governo britannico, nonché definire meglio i
requisiti di cui all'articolo 35, paragrafo 1?

3. Non ritiene necessario che il governo britannico notifichi la raccomandazione alla Commissione, ai sensi della
direttiva 98/34/EC?

Risposta di Tonio Borg a nome della Commissione
(6 novembre 2013)

1. Dato il suo carattere facoltativo, il sistema di codici cromatici di etichettatura nutrizionale raccomandato dalle
autorita britanniche non costituisce un ostacolo «de jure» agli scambi commerciali. Alcune aziende del Regno Unito
hanno annunciato pubblicamente che ricorreranno a questo sistema, mentre altre hanno affermato che non lo
faranno; cio dimostra che, allo stato dei fatti, il sistema non pud nemmeno essere considerato obbligatorio «de facto».
Non avendo ricevuto informazioni dettagliate sul sistema in questione, la Commissione non puo verificare la relativa
conformita agli altri criteri di cui all'articolo 35, paragrafo 1, del regolamento (UE) n. 1169/2011 relativo alla
fornitura di informazioni sugli alimenti ai consumatori (*).

2. A tempo debito la Commissione avviera i lavori per l'attuazione di azioni riguardanti l'applicazione uniforme
dell'articolo 35.

3. La Commissione ritiene che la raccomandazione di tale sistema di etichettatura da parte delle autorita
britanniche non richieda alcuna notifica a norma della direttiva 98/34/CE dato che, sulla scorta delle informazioni
disponibili, esso non viene considerato obbligatorio né «de jure» né «de facto». La Commissione vigilera affinché cio
corrisponda al vero e tale misura non crei ostacoli alla libera circolazione delle merci, in linea con le disposizioni
pertinenti del trattato, segnatamente quelle di cui agli articoli da 34 a 36 nonché all'articolo 35, paragrafo 1, lettera g),
del regolamento (UE) n. 1169/2011.

()  GUL304del22.11.2011, pag. 18.
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Question for written answer E-011011/13
to the Commission
Paolo De Castro (S&D), Giancarlo Scotta (EFD), Herbert Dorfmann (PPE), Giovanni La Via (PPE), Sergio
Paolo Francesco Silvestris (PPE), Iratxe Garcia Pérez (S&D) and Michel Dantin (PPE)
(26 September 2013)

Subject: Food labelling: UK traffic-light system

Following a recommendation issued by the UK Government’s Department of Health on 19 June 2013, major retailers
in the UK are labelling food products according to a colour-coding system (red, orange and green) based on their fat,
saturated fat, salt and sugar content. This recommendation was adopted on a voluntary basis in accordance with
Article 35(2) of Regulation (EU) No 1169/2011. The same regulation stipulates that certain requirements must be
met (Article 35(1)) and that the Commission must adopt implementing acts. Any system which classifies foodstuffs
exclusively according to fat content risks penalising numerous European products (Parmigiano-Reggiano, mozzarella
and other cheeses, ham, etc.), which would thus be considered ‘unhealthy’ despite their high quality. Furthermore, the
attribution of labels by major retailers runs the risk of penalising small and medium-sized enterprises in particular,
owing to additional — and escalating — production costs.

1. Has the Commission verified that the abovementioned UK Government recommendation conforms with
Article 35(1) of Regulation (EU) No1169/2011, i.e.that the food labels in question are objective and non-
discriminatory and that their application does not create obstacles to the free movement of goods?

2. Does the Commission intend to ensure the correct application of Article 35(6) of Regulation (EU)
No 1169/2011 (on implementing acts) following the UK Government recommendation, and to define the
requirements of Article 35(1) more precisely?

3. Does the Commission not think it necessary for the UK Government to notify the Commission of the
abovementioned recommendation, in accordance with Directive 98/34/EC?

Answer given by Mr Borg on behalf of the Commission
(6 November 2013)

1. Because of its voluntary character, the colour coded nutrition labelling scheme recommended by the UK
authorities does not create a ‘de jure’ barrier to trade. Some UK companies announced publicly that they would use
the scheme, while others announced they would not, which shows that, as the situation stands today, the system
cannot be considered as a ‘de facto’ mandatory system either. The Commission, not having received the details of the
scheme in question, cannot verify its conformity with the other criteria of Article 35(1) of Regulation (EU)
No 1169/2011 on the provision of food information to consumers (').

2. The Commission will initiate work on the implementing actions concerning the uniform application of
Article 35 in due time.

3. The Commission considers that the recommendation of this labelling scheme by the UK authorities does not
require a notification under Directive 98/34/EC since, on the basis of the available information, it is considered
neither ‘de jure’ nor ‘de facto’ mandatory. The Commission will be vigilant that it is the case and that the measure does
not create obstacles to the free movement of goods as provided by the relevant provisions of the Treaty, notably
Articles 34 to 36, and in Article 35(1)(g) of Regulation (EU) No 1169/2011.

() OJL304,22.11.2011,p.18.
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Pregunta con solicitud de respuesta escrita E-011017/13
ala Comisiéon
Ramon Tremosa i Balcells (ALDE)
(26 de septiembre de 2013)

Asunto: Proyecto de Directiva sobre energfa renovable y criterios de sostenibilidad de la biomasa

Segtin algunas informaciones que se pueden encontrar en algunos medios, la Comisién Europea estd a punto de
finalizar un proyecto de Directiva que estableceria criterios de sostenibilidad para la biomasa utilizada en el sector de
la energfa y, concretamente, sobre la biomasa de origen forestal. En particular, y segtn estas informaciones, se plantea
que las zonas forestales consideradas de elevada biodiversidad no podrian ser proveedoras de materia prima con la
consideracion de energia renovable.

Alaluz de lo anterior,
1. ¢puede la Comisién informar si estas informaciones son validas?

2. ¢Cudndo tiene la Comision previsto presentar dicho proyecto de Directiva?

Respuesta del Sr. Oettinger en nombre de la Comisién
(7 de noviembre de 2013)

La Comision estd analizando actualmente los problemas de sostenibilidad relacionados con el creciente uso de
biomasa solida y gaseosa para la generacion de electricidad y calor. El objetivo de este andlisis es determinar si
convendria emprender nuevas acciones a escala de la UE mediante la introduccién de criterios de sostenibilidad de
cardcter vinculante. Se tomard una decisién definitiva a la mayor brevedad posible.
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Question for written answer E-011017/13
to the Commission
Ramon Tremosa i Balcells (ALDE)
(26 September 2013)

Subject: Draft directive on renewable energy and sustainability criteria for biomass

According to reports in the media, the Commission is about to finalise a draft directive establishing sustainability
criteria for biomass used in the energy sector, and specifically for forest biomass. In particular, according to these
reports, it is proposed that forest areas of high biodiversity should not be used to provide raw material that is
considered as a renewable energy source.

In view of the above:

1. Canthe Commission confirm whether these reports are correct?

2. When does the Commission intend to present this draft directive?

Answer given by Mr Oettinger on behalf of the Commission
(7 November 2013)

The Commission is currently analysing the sustainability issues related to the increasing use of solid and gaseous
biomass for power and heat. The objective of this analysis is to determine whether additional EU action through the
introduction of a EU binding sustainability criteria is needed and appropriate. A final decision will be taken as soon as
possible.
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Pregunta con solicitud de respuesta escrita E-011018/13
ala Comisiéon
Ramon Tremosa i Balcells (ALDE)
(26 de septiembre de 2013)

Asunto: Proyecto de Directiva sobre energia renovable — Zonas forestales

Segtin informacion que se puede encontrar en los medios de comunicacion, la Comision Europea estaria terminando
los tltimos detalles que establecerian la aplicacion de criterios de sostenibilidad para la biomasa utilizada en el sector
de la energia distinto al de los biocarburantes.

Segtin dichas fuentes, el proyecto impondria criterios de sostenibilidad a la biomasa utilizada para la produccién de
energia térmica o eléctrica. Asi, la Comisién Europea exigirfa que la materia prima no proceda de zonas forestales con
elevada biodiversidad.

Alaluz de lo anterior, ;qué entiende la Comisién por zonas forestales de elevada biodiversidad?

Respuesta del Sr. Oettinger en nombre de la Comision
(18 de noviembre de 2013)

La Comision estd analizando actualmente los problemas de sostenibilidad relacionados con el creciente uso de
biomasa sélida y gaseosa para la generacion de electricidad y calor, con el fin de valorar si convendria emprender
nuevas acciones a escala de la UE, entre ellas la introduccion de criterios de sostenibilidad de cardcter vinculante. Se
tomard una decision definitiva a la mayor brevedad posible. La Comisién no puede emitir comentarios sobre detalles
técnicos de asuntos que estdn siendo objeto de deliberacion.
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Question for written answer E-011018/13
to the Commission
Ramon Tremosa i Balcells (ALDE)
(26 September 2013)

Subject: Draft directive on renewable energy — Forest areas

According to reports in the media, the Commission is putting the final touches to sustainability criteria for biomass
used in the energy sector that are different from those applied to biofuels.

According to these sources, the draft directive would impose sustainability criteria on biomass used to produce
thermal energy and electricity. The Commission would require the raw material not to come from forest areas of high
biodiversity.

In light of the above, what does the Commission understand by forest areas of high biodiversity’?

Answer given by Mr Oettinger on behalf of the Commission
(18 November 2013)

The Commission is currently analysing the sustainability issues associated with increased use of solid and gaseous
biomass for power and heat, with the view to consider whether additional EU action is needed and appropriate,
including EU binding sustainability criteria. A final decision will be taken as soon as possible. The Commission is not
in the position to comment on technical details of issues under deliberation.
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Question for written answer E-011019/13
to the Commission
Jim Higgins (PPE)
(26 September 2013)

Subject: Designation of a disability Commissioner

For more than two decades there has been a common legal framework in Europe on non-discrimination, under
Article 13 of the Treaty of Amsterdam (1997) . This article prohibits discrimination on the basis of disability, which
has resulted in a series of directives being drawn up based on the concept of equal opportunities and aiming to
guarantee equal treatment for all in all aspects of life.

While the above are very welcome developments, the time has now come for the designation of a Commission with a
specific disability portfolio.

What steps will the Commission take to ensure that we have a disability Commissioner?

Question for written answer E-011077/13
to the Commission
Martina Anderson (GUE/NGL)
(30 September 2013)

Subject: Disability rights

Given that approximately 80 million people in Europe are currently affected by a disability, can the Commission
confirm whether it has plans to designate a member of the next Commission to be responsible for disability rights?

Joint answer given by Mrs Reding on behalf of the Commission
(11 November 2013)

The Commission is fully committed to the protection of the rights of persons with disabilities, as demonstrated by the
European Disability Strategy 2010-2020 (') and by the conclusion by the European Union of the United Nations
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (?).

The rights based approach has become the norm for our actions in the disability field. Therefore, in the current
College the lead responsibility for disability policies falls under the remit of the Vice-President of the Commission, in
charge of Justice, Fundamental Rights and Citizenship.

Deciding the distribution of portfolios and responsibilities within the new College of Commissioners is a prerogative
of the next President of the European Commission.

() COM(2010) 636 final.
() 2010/48/EC—OJL 23,27.1.2010, p. 35.
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Question for written answer P-011020/13
to the Commission
Marina Yannakoudakis (ECR)
(27 September 2013)

Subject: Withdrawal of the proposed Pregnant Workers Directive under the right of initiative

It has been three years now since the Council received the Pregnant Workers Directive. It is very clear that there is no
political will from the Member States to open negotiations on this file. The Commissioner with responsibility for
gender equality and the initiator of the proposed directive has repeatedly voiced her support for the proposals and on
some occasions, has intervened in an attempt to influence Council.

Aot of time has been devoted in the Parliament to fighting the Council and promoting this directive but it is evident
that the Member States have given their verdict on the proposals. The response has been a resounding ‘no’. Is it not
time that the Commission withdrew the proposed Pregnant Workers Directive under the right of initiative?

Answer given by Mrs Reding on behalf of the Commission
(5 November 2013)

With regard to the Commission proposal to amend the Pregnant Workers Directive (92/85/EEC), the Irish Presidency
had resumed informal contacts with the European Parliament and Member States. In June 2013 the coordinators of
the political groups of the Committee on Women's Rights and Gender Equality (FEMM) — with the exception of the
ECR — sent a letter to the Irish Presidency in order to express their willingness to find an agreement with the Council
on this file. In its reply the Presidency explained the features on the basis of which a compromise solution could be
envisaged. Therefore, in view of the ongoing efforts of the Presidencies and the European Parliament to move the file
forward, there seems no reason to withdraw the proposal at this stage.

The Commission will consider this proposal in the context of one of the next REFIT exercises.
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intrebarea cu solicitare de rispuns scris P-011021/13
adresatd Comisiei
Elena Bisescu (PPE)
(27 septembrie 2013)

Subiect: Stadiul lucrdrilor la Gazoductul lasi-Ungheni

in luna august 2013, Autoritatea Comund de Management pentru Programul Operagional Comun ,Romaénia-
Ucraina-Republica Moldova” a semnat contractul pentru proiectul privind interconexiunea de gaze naturale lasi
(Romania)-Ungheni (Republica Moldova). Proiectul ar urma si fie prima conductd de gaze naturale care face legitura
intre Republica Moldova si Uniunea Europeand si are drept scop diversificarea surselor de aprovizionare cu gaze
pentru Republica Moldova. Din costurile totale ale investitiei, sapte milioane de euro reprezintd contributia Uniunii
Europene in cadrul Instrumentului european de vecinitate si parteneriat §i a Programului de Cooperare
Transfrontalierd Romania-Ucraina-Republica Moldova 2007-2013.

La 27 august, in prezenta comisarului european pentru energie, dl. Giinther Oettinger, au fost inaugurate lucrarile in
cadrul acestui proiect. Ins la numai cateva zile dupa inaugurarea lucririlor (la care au participat printre altii si
premierul Roméniei, Victor Ponta, si cel al Republicii Moldova, lurie Leancd) toate materialele prezente la locul
constructiei (atdt pe santierul de pe partea romaneascd, cat si pe cel din Republica Moldova) au dispdrut, iar pand in
prezent lucrdrile propriu-zise nu au fost demarate, fapt constatat in urma mai multor reportaje mass-media, dar si ca
urmare a vizitei presedintelui Romaniei la fata locului.

Termenul avansat in mod public de prim-ministrul romén pentru finalizarea proiectului este sfarsitul lunii decembrie,
insd in conditiile in care, dupi o lund de la inaugurarea santierului, lucririle nu au debutat, acest termen este nerealist.

Detine Comisia mai multe informatii cu privire la cauzele care au determinat aceastd intarziere in inceperea lucrarilor
si care sunt masurile pe care le are in vedere pentru a se asigura cd toate angajamentele asumate in contextul acestui
proiect de investitii finantat partial de citre UE vor fi respectate? Existd in cadrul contractului semnat de Autoritatea
Comund de Management pentru Programul Operational Comun ,Romania-Ucraina-Republica Moldova” un calendar
privind evolutia lucrdrilor cu termene stabilite (pe 1anga cel de finalizare a lucrdrilor)? S$i dacd da, sunt respectate in
prezent aceste termene?

Rispuns dat de dl Oettinger in numele Comisiei
(28 octombrie 2013)

Cu ocazia intalnirii sale cu viceprim-ministrul Republicii Moldova, dl Lazir, la 24 septembrie 2013, comisarul
responsabil cu energia s-a asigurat personal ci nu existd intrzieri in implementarea proiectului privind gazoductul
lasi - Ungheni. Cu toate acestea, dupd deschiderea oficiald, a fost necesara incheierea unui acord final cu contractantul,
cu privire la planificarea lucririlor de constructii. Conform informatiilor Comisiei, autoritatile din Republica Moldova
si cele din Roménia s-au intalnit cu contractantul in data de 26 septembrie 2013 pentru a planifica organizarea
lucrdrilor. Comisia intelege cd intre timp au fost demarate lucrérile de constructii.

in baza dosarului primit de Comisie din partea Autorititii Comune de Management pentru Programul de Cooperare
Transfrontalierd Roméania - Ucraina - Republica Moldova 2007 - 2013, durata preconizati a proiectului este de 12
luni de la semnarea contractului de grant. Intrucat contractul de grant a fost semnat la 8 august 2013, proiectul ar
trebui s fie finalizat pand la 8 august 2014, cel tarziu.



C208/214 Dziennik Urzedowy Unii Europejskiej 3.7.2014

(English version)

Question for written answer P-011021/13
to the Commission
Elena Bisescu (PPE)
(27 September 2013)

Subject: State of play in the work on the lasi-Ungheni gas pipeline

In August 2013, the Joint Managing Authority for the Romania-Ukraine-Republic of Moldova Joint Operational
Programme signed the agreement on the natural gas pipeline connection between lasi (Romania) and Ungheni
(Republic of Moldova). The aim of the project is to construct the first natural gas pipeline connecting the Republic of
Moldova with the European Union, with the goal of diversifying the Republic of Moldova’s sources of natural gas
supply. The European Union has contributed EUR 7 million of the total investment costs through the European
Neighbourhood and Partnership Instrument and the Romania-Ukraine-Republic of Moldova Cross-border
Cooperation Programme for 2007-2013.

The project was launched on 27 August, in the presence of the European Commissioner for Energy, Gunther
Oettinger. However, just a few days after the launching ceremony (which was also attended by the Prime Minister of
Romania, Victor Ponta, and the Prime Minister of the Republic of Moldova, Iurie Leancd), all the materials had
disappeared both from the construction site in Romania and from the site in the Republic of Moldova, meaning that
— as has been widely reported in the media — work proper has not yet started, even following a visit to the site by the
President of Romania.

The Prime Minister of Romania has publicly announced that the project will be completed by the end of December,
but given that work has yet to begin at the construction site, one month after the launch of the project, that deadline is
unrealistic.

Does the Commission have any further information on the causes for this delay in the start of the works, and what
steps will it take to ensure that all the commitments made with regard to this investment project, which is being part-
financed by the EU, will be honoured? Does the agreement signed by the Joint Managing Authority for the Romania-
Ukraine-Republic of Moldova Joint Operational Programme set out a timetable with deadlines for the completion of
each phase of the project (alongside the overall timetable for completion)? If so, are those deadlines currently being
respected?

Answer given by Mr Oettinger on behalf of the Commission
(28 October 2013)

Following his meeting with the Moldovan Deputy Prime Minister Lazar on 24 September 2013, the Commissioner
responsible for Energy is now personally assured that there are no delays in the implementation of the lagi — Ungheni
gas pipeline project. However, a final agreement on the planning of the concrete works needed to be made with the
contractor after the official opening. According to Commission information, the Moldovan and Romanian
authorities met with the contractor on the 26 September 2013 to plan the organisation of the works The
Commission understands that the concrete works have started in the meantime.

Based on the full project application received by the Commission from the Joint Management Authority of the
Romania, Ukraine, Republic of Moldova Cross border Cooperation Programme for 2007-2013, the project duration
is expected to be 12 months from the signature of the grant contract. As the grant contract was signed on
8 August 2013, the project should be completed by 8 August 2014 at the latest.
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Pregunta con solicitud de respuesta escrita E-011022/13
ala Comisiéon
Andrés Perell6 Rodriguez (S&D)
(27 de septiembre de 2013)

Asunto: Aplicacién de copago farmacéutico para el tratamiento de enfermedades crénicas y graves en Esparia

El pasado 19 de septiembre se publicaba en el Boletin Oficial del Estado de Espaiia la Resolucién de la DG de Cartera
Basica de Servicios del Sistema Nacional de Salud y Farmacia, de 10 de septiembre, por la que se procede a modificar
las condiciones de financiacién de medicamentos incluidos en la prestacion farmacéutica del Sistema Nacional de
Salud mediante la asignacién de aportacion del usuario, en desarrollo del Real Decreto-ley 28/2012, de medidas de
consolidacion y garantia del sistema de la Seguridad Social.

La medida, que entrard en vigor el 1 de octubre, supondrd un copago para medicamentos que hasta ahora se
dispensan de manera ambulatoria y gratuita en los hospitales. La aportacion del usuario serd de un 10 % hasta un
méximo de 4,20 € del precio de los medicamentos por cada envase dispensado, y se estima que supondrd un gasto de
hasta 40 000 € anuales para enfermos graves o crénicos. Entre los firmacos incluidos se encuentran medicamentos
de alto impacto econémico destinados a tratar a pacientes cronicos o graves contra enfermedades como el cancer, la
artritis, la hepatitis, la esclerosis mdltiple, o para tratamientos de fertilidad. Este copago supone una barrera de acceso
que puede ser devastadora para miles de enfermos crénicos y graves y sus familias, ya que no sélo pone en peligro la
salud de estos pacientes, sino que también les sittia a ellos y a sus familias en claro riesgo de pobreza o exclusion
social.

En el marco del Semestre Europeo, la Comision reconoce expresamente, en su Estudio Prospectivo Anual sobre el
Crecimiento 2013, la necesidad de desarrollar estrategias de inclusién activa para garantizar «un acceso a una
atencion sanitaria de calidad», asi como «un acceso amplio a servicios asequibles.»

Ademds, el Consejo, en su recomendacion relativa al Programa Nacional de Reformas de 2013 de Espaiia, recomienda
«adoptar y aplicar las medidas necesarias para reducir el nimero de personas con riesgo de pobreza o exclusion
social.»

¢Considera la Comision que el copago de los medicamentos anunciado por el Gobierno espafiol garantiza un acceso
amplio a la atencién sanitaria? ;Considera que este copago garantiza el acceso a unos servicios asequibles como
recomienda la Comision a Espafia en su Estudio Prospectivo Anual?

¢Considera la Comisién que el copago anunciado por el Gobierno espaiiol reducird el niimero de personas con riesgo
de pobreza o exclusién social, o bien que esta medida contraviene las recomendaciones del Consejo respecto al
Programa Nacional de Reformas de 2013?

Respuesta del Sr. Borg en nombre de la Comisién
(20 de noviembre de 2013)

La Comisi6n es consciente de que existen politicas diferentes en los Estados miembros con respecto al copago de los
medicamentos por parte de los pacientes. Segin los datos disponibles, el gasto publico de Espafia en productos
farmacéuticos es superior a la media de la UE, aunque con una proporcién de copago privado inferior a la media (').

La Comisién sabe que Espafia ha adoptado diversas reglamentaciones destinadas a garantizar la sostenibilidad de su
sistema nacional de salud, entre otras, la modificacién del mecanismo para determinar el pago compartido de los
medicamentos. Este mecanismo ha pasado de un porcentaje a tanto alzado del que los pensionistas (salvo los
funcionarios publicos) estaban exentos a una norma vinculada a los ingresos no aplicable a las pensiones minimas, a
las rentas basicas y, por primera vez, a los desempleados de larga duracion.

Por otra parte, en la Recomendacién del Consejo de 9 de Julio de 2013 (%), y, en particular, en sus recomendaciones 1
y 6, se invita a Espafia a aumentar la rentabilidad del sector sanitario, al tiempo que se mantiene el acceso para los
grupos vulnerables, y a adoptar y aplicar las medidas necesarias para reducir el ndmero de personas en riesgo de
pobreza o exclusion social. Las cuestiones planteadas por Su Sefiorfa serdn examinadas en profundidad por la
Comisi6én durante la supervision de las reformas introducidas en Espafia en el marco del actual ejercicio del Semestre
Europeo.

() Véase, por ejemplo: http:/[ec.europa.eufeconomy_finance/publications/economic_paper/2012/pdffecp_461_en.pdf
() http:/[register.consilium.europa.eu/pdffes/13[st10/st10656-re01.es13.pdf
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Question for written answer E-011022/13
to the Commission
Andrés Perell6 Rodriguez (S&D)
(27 September 2013)

Subject: Spanish co-payment scheme for pharmaceutical products used to treat serious and chronic illnesses

On 19 September 2013, the Spanish Official State Gazette (BOE) published the Resolution of the Directorate General
for basic national healthcare and pharmaceutical services dated 10 September. The resolution modifies the payment
terms for medication provided under the Spanish national health system to include a patient contribution, thereby
implementing Royal Decree-Law 28/2012, which contains measures to consolidate and guarantee the social security
system.

The new rules will enter into force on 1 October. Patients will now be required to pay part of the cost of medicinal
products that were previously dispensed free of charge to hospital outpatients. Patients will be required to contribute
10%, up to a maximum of EUR 4.20 per package. Estimates indicate that the annual cost of medication for serious
and chronic illnesses could be as much as EUR 40 000. The pharmaceutical products include very expensive
medication given to patients with chronic and serious illnesses such as cancer, arthritis, hepatitis and multiple
sclerosis, and fertility treatments. The co-payment scheme could limit access to medication and have a devastating
effect on thousands of patients with serious and chronic illnesses and their families. The measure will not only
endanger patients’ health — it also clearly puts patients and their families at risk of poverty or social exclusion.

In the Annual Growth Survey 2013 released during the European Semester, the Commission specifically recognised
the need to develop active inclusion strategies to guarantee ‘broad access to affordable and high-quality’ healthcare
services.

The Council Recommendation on Spain’s 2013 national reform programme also advises that Spain ‘adopt and
implement the necessary measures to reduce the number of people at risk of poverty and/or social exclusion’.

Does the Commission believe that the Spanish Government’s introduction of a co-payment system for medication
guarantees broad access to healthcare services? Does the Commission think that the co-payment scheme guarantees
access to affordable services in Spain as recommended in the Annual Growth Survey?

Does the Commission believe that the co-payment scheme announced by the Spanish Government will reduce the
number of individuals at risk of poverty and social exclusion? Or does the measure run counter to the Council
recommendations on the 2013 national reform programme?

Answer given by Mr Borg on behalf of the Commission
(20 November 2013)

The Commission is aware that there are different policies in Member States on patient co-payments for medicinal
products. According to available data, Spain’s public spending on pharmaceuticals is above the EU average but with a
share of private co-payment below the average. (')

The Commission is aware that Spain has passed various regulations striving to ensure the sustainability of its national
health system. Among them, Spain has changed its mechanism to determine the cost-sharing for medication. This
new mechanism has moved from a flat percentage from which pensioners (other than civil servants) were exempted,
to an income related rule from which are exempted minimum pensions, basic income and, for the first time, the long-
term unemployed.

In addition, the Council Recommendation of 9 July 2013 (%), and particularly Recommendations 1 and 6 thereof,
invite Spain to increase the cost-effectiveness of the health sector while maintaining accessibility for vulnerable
groups, as well as to adopt and implement the necessary measures to reduce the number of people at risk of poverty
and|or social exclusion.

The questions raised by the Honourable Member will be scrutinised by the Commission during its monitoring of the
Spanish reforms under the current European Semester exercise.

() See for instance http:/[ec.europa.eu/economy_finance/publications/economic_paper/2012/pdffecp_461_en.pdf
() http:/[register.consilium.europa.eu/pdffen/13/st10/st10656-re01.en13.pdf
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Pregunta con solicitud de respuesta escrita E-011023/13
ala Comisiéon
Ramon Tremosa i Balcells (ALDE)
(27 de septiembre de 2013)

Asunto: Secesion de un Estado miembro de la UE

En la respuesta E-008133/2012, el Sr. Barroso dijo en nombre de la Comisién: «No le corresponde a la Comision
manifestar una posicion sobre cuestiones de organizacién interna relacionadas con las disposiciones constitucionales de los Estados
miembros. Ciertas hipdtesis, como la separacion de una parte de un Estado miembro o la creacién de un nuevo Estado, no tendrian
cardcter neutro en relacién con los Tratados de la UE. A peticién de un Estado miembro que detallase una situacion concreta, la
Comisidn expresaria su opinidn sobre las consecuencias legales de la misma con arreglo a la legislacién de la UE.» (')

Recientemente, varios comisarios europeos (%) y hasta el portavoz del Parlamento Europeo (*) han emitido versiones
contradictorias sobre procesos de posible secesion de territorio europeo y la creacién de nuevos Estados.

¢Ha pedido algin Estado miembro la opini6n legal de la Comisién sobre el proceso que deberia seguir una regién
europea que declarase su independencia de forma democratica?

¢Ha planteado el Estado espaiiol a la Comision alguna situacion concreta con respecto a la posible independencia de
Catalunya?

En caso negativo, spuede un funcionario con obligaciones de portavoz posicionarse sobre cuestiones politicas con
respecto a las que la Comision no tiene una opinién firme?

Respuesta del Sr. Barroso en nombre de la Comision
(20 de noviembre de 2013)

Tal y como observé la Comision en su respuesta a la pregunta escrita E-008133/2012, su papel no consiste en
posicionarse sobre cuestiones de organizacion interna relacionadas con las disposiciones constitucionales de un
Estado miembro en particular.

Hipdtesis como la separacion de una parte de un Estado miembro o la creacién de un nuevo Estado no tendrian un
caracter neutro respecto a los Tratados de la UE. La Comision Europea expresaria su opinion sobre las consecuencias
legales con arreglo a la legislacién de la UE en caso de que un Estado miembro lo solicitara detallando un escenario
concreto.

Como ha confirmado la Comision en la respuesta a las preguntas escritas P-009756/2012 y P-009862/2012, la UE se
basa en los Tratados, aplicables tinicamente a los Estados miembros que los han aprobado y ratificado. Si una parte
del territorio de un Estado miembro dejase de ser parte de ese Estado para convertirse en un nuevo Estado
independiente, los Tratados ya no serfan aplicables en dicho territorio. En otras palabras, un nuevo Estado
independiente, por el hecho de alcanzar la independencia, pasaria a convertirse en un tercer pais con respecto a la UE
y los Tratados dejarfan de ser aplicables en su territorio.

De conformidad con el articulo 49 del Tratado de la Unién Europea, cualquier Estado europeo que respete los
principios establecidos en el articulo 2 del Tratado de la Uni6én Europea podra solicitar el ingreso como miembro de la
UE. Si la solicitud fuera aceptada undnimemente por el Consejo, se negociaria un acuerdo entre el Estado candidato y
los Estados miembros sobre las condiciones de admision y las adaptaciones de los Tratados que supondria esta
admision. Dicho acuerdo estarfa sujeto a la ratificacién de todos los Estados miembros y del Estado candidato.
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Question for written answer E-011023/13
to the Commission
Ramon Tremosa i Balcells (ALDE)
(27 September 2013)

Subject: Secession of an EU Member State

Speaking on behalf of the Commission in answer to E-008133/2012, Mr Barroso said: ‘It is not the role of the
Commission to express a position on questions of internal organisation related to the constitutional arrangements in
the Member States. Concerning certain scenarios such as the separation of one part of a Member State or the creation
of a new State, these would not be neutral as regards the EU Treaties. The Commission would express its opinion on
the legal consequences under EC law, on request from a Member State detailing a precise scenario.’ (')

Several European Commissioners () and even Parliament’s spokesperson () have recently made conflicting
statements about what processes would apply in the event of part of an EU territory declaring independence and the
creation of new Member States.

Has any Member State asked the Commission for a legal opinion on the procedure for a European region seeking to
declare itself independent using a democratic process?

Has Spain discussed with the Commission any specific scenarios under which Catalonia might become independent?

If not, is an official spokesperson authorised to comment on the political ramifications, given that the Commission
does not have a clear opinion?

Answer given by Mr Barroso on behalf of the Commission
(20 November 2013)

As the Commission has noted in its reply to Written Question E-008133/2012, it is not its role to express a position
on questions of internal organisation related to the constitutional arrangements of a particular Member State.

Scenarios such as the separation of one part of a Member State or the creation of a new state would not be neutral as
regards the EU Treaties. The European Commission would express its opinion on the legal consequences under
EC law upon request from a Member State detailing a precise scenario.

As the Commission has confirmed in the reply to written questions P-009756/2012 and P-009862/2012, the EU is
founded on the Treaties which apply only to the Member States who have agreed and ratified them. If part of the
territory of a Member State would cease to be part of that state because it were to become a new independent state,
the Treaties would no longer apply to that territory. In other words, a new independent state would, by the fact of its
independence, become a third country with respect to the EU and the Treaties would no longer apply on its territory.

Under Article 49 of the Treaty on European Union, any European state which respects the principles set out in
Article 2 of the Treaty on European Union may apply to become a member of the EU. If the application is accepted by
the Council acting unanimously, an agreement is then negotiated between the applicant state and the Member States
on the conditions of admission and the adjustments to the Treaties which such admission entails. This agreement is
subject to ratification by all Member States and the applicant state.
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Pregunta con solicitud de respuesta escrita E-011024/13
ala Comisiéon
Ramon Tremosa i Balcells (ALDE)
(27 de septiembre de 2013)

Asunto: Seguridad en el transporte por tren

El pasado 21 de septiembre colisionaron dos trenes en la estacion de Sants, en Barcelona, provocando 22 heridos
leves (). La Generalitat de Catalufia hace tiempo que estd denunciando la falta de inversién en seguridad en la red de
Cercanfas de Barcelona por parte del Ministerio de Fomento. El Director General de Transports i Mobilitat del
Departament de Territori i Sostenibilitat de la Generalitat, Pere Padrosa, ha arremetido contra Adif por la falta de
inversion ferroviaria en Catalufia y ha asegurado que el sistema de sefializacion es propio del siglo XX, no del XXI.

En referencia a las preguntas E-006034/2011, E-006035/2011 y E-002752/2012, y de conformidad con la Directiva
2004/49/CE (Directiva de seguridad ferroviaria), cabe sefialar que es obligacion de los Estados miembros garantizar la
seguridad de sus redes ferroviarias, en particular mediante una autoridad nacional responsable en materia de
seguridad, y que, en Espafia, la Direccion General de Ferrocarriles es quien concede a Adif la autorizacién de seguridad
(Real Decreto 810/2007).

Estos accidentes estdn generando gran preocupacion entre la poblacién catalana y generan impotencia al Gobierno
cataldn, ya que la gestion de las estaciones, trenes y vias depende del Gobierno espariol. Hasta ahora solo ha habido
heridos leves, pero, si no se actda, algtin dia puede haber un accidente realmente grave.

+Qué medidas estd tomando la Comision para resolver este problema de seguridad?

Respuesta del Sr. Kallas en nombre de la Comisién
(31 de octubre de 2013)

1.  LaComisién puede intervenir en caso de vulneracién de la normativa de la UE por parte de un Estado miembro.

2. De conformidad con la Directiva 2004/49/CE (Directiva de seguridad ferroviaria (%)), los Estados miembros
estdn obligados a garantizar la seguridad de sus redes ferroviarias, en particular a través de una autoridad nacional de
seguridad competente para conceder una autorizacién de seguridad al administrador de infraestructuras. Esa
autorizacion debe ser retirada si la autoridad responsable de la seguridad considera que las infraestructuras no son
seguras o si el administrador de las infraestructuras ha dejado de cumplir las condiciones requeridas para obtener la
autorizacion. Las decisiones sobre inversién en infraestructuras son competencia de los Estados miembros y de los
administradores de infraestructuras. En Espaiia, la autorizacién de seguridad la concede a ADIF la Direccién General
de Ferrocarriles (Real Decreto 810/2007).

3. El organismo nacional de investigacion (en Espafia, la Comision de Investigacién de Accidentes Ferroviarios —
CIAF) es el responsable de efectuar las investigaciones oportunas tras un accidente grave con el fin de proporcionar
indicaciones sobre sus causas y extraer enseflanzas del suceso para incrementar la seguridad.

4. La CIAF ha publicado los informes finales sobre los accidentes ocurridos cerca de Barcelona a los que hacia
referencia su Sefiorfa en su anterior pregunta escrita E-002752/2012 ():

1. 19deenerode 2012 (El Clot Aragd)
2. 9defebrero de 2012 (Matard).
Los informes conclufan que, en ambos casos, el origen del accidente estaba vinculado a un error humano. Los

informes no proporcionan pruebas materiales que permitan llegar a la conclusién de que ADIF no esté prestando la
debida atencion a la seguridad de la red ferroviaria catalana.

() http://www.lavanguardia.com/sucesos/20130920/54387814377 [heridos-choque-trenes-estacion-sants.html
(& DOL164 de 30.4.2004.
()  http://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/parliamentary-questions.html


http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=WQ&reference=E-2011-006035&language=ES
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=WQ&reference=E-2011-006034&language=ES
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Question for written answer E-011024/13
to the Commission
Ramon Tremosa i Balcells (ALDE)
(27 September 2013)

Subject: Rail transport safety

On 21 September 2013, 2 trains collided in Sants station in Barcelona, leaving 22 people with minor injuries. () For
some time now, the Catalan regional government has criticised the Ministry for Public Works for failing to invest in
safety on Barcelona’s suburban train network (Rodalies de Catalunya). Pere Padrosa, the Catalan Director General for
Transport and Mobility, which is part of the regional Department for Land Use and Sustainability, lambasted ADIF
(the body that manages railway infrastructure) for failing to invest in Catalonia and claimed that the signalling system
dates back to the 20th century.

With reference the answers to questions E-006034/2011, E-006035/2011 and E-002752/2012 and according to
Railway Safety Directive Directive 2004/49/EC, Member States are required to ensure the safety of their rail networks,
in particular via a national Safety Authority. In Spain, the safety authorisation is granted to ADIF by the Directorate
General for Railways (Direccién General de Ferrocarriles, Real Decreto 810/2007).

The people of Catalonia are very concerned about these accidents. The Catalan regional government is impotent,
since the Spanish Government is responsible for managing stations, trains and tracks. So far, all injuries have been
minor, but a really serious accident could occur if no action is taken.

What measures is the Commission taking to remedy this safety issue?

Answer given by Mr Kallas on behalf of the Commission
(31 October 2013)

1. The Commission can intervene in case of violation of EU legislation by a Member State.

2. According to the Railway Safety Directive 2004/49/EC (%), Member States are required to ensure the safety of
their railway networks, in particular via a national Safety Authority competent for granting a safety authorisation of
the infrastructure manager. If the safety authority considers infrastructure unsafe, or if the infrastructure manager no
longer satisfies the conditions for the authorisation, then the authorisation must be withdrawn. Decisions on
infrastructure investment fall within the competence of the Member States and individual infrastructure managers. In
Spain, the safety authorisation is granted to ADIF by the Directorate General for Railways (Direccién General de
Ferrocarriles, Real Decreto 810/2007).

3. The National Investigation Body (in Spain: Comisién de Investigacién de accidentes ferroviarios — CIAF) has
the responsibility to carry out investigations after a serious accident, with the aim of providing indications on the
causes and drawing lessons from the event for the improvement of safety.

4. The CIAF has published the final reports related to the accidents that occurred near Barcelona which were
referred to by the Honourable Member in his previous Written Question E-002752/2012 (°):

1. 19January 2012 (El Clot Aragd)
2. 9 February 2012 (Matard)
The reports concluded that in both cases the origin of the accident was related to human error. The reports do not

provide factual evidence which woud lead to the conclusion that ADIF is neglecting safety on the Catalonia rail
network.

() http://www.lavanguardia.com/sucesos/20130920/54387814377 [heridos-choque-trenes-estacion-sants.html
() OJL164,30.4.2004.
()  http://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/parliamentary-questions.html


http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2F%2FEP%2F%2FTEXT%2BWQ%2BE-2011-006034%2B0%2BDOC%2BXML%2BV0%2F%2FEN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2F%2FEP%2F%2FTEXT%2BWQ%2BE-2012-002752%2B0%2BDOC%2BXML%2BV0%2F%2FEN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2F%2FEP%2F%2FTEXT%2BWQ%2BE-2011-006035%2B0%2BDOC%2BXML%2BV0%2F%2FEN&language=EN
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Pregunta con solicitud de respuesta escrita E-011025/13
ala Comisiéon
Ramon Tremosa i Balcells (ALDE)
(27 de septiembre de 2013)

Asunto: Proyecto de regadio

Segtin se informa en la prensa ('), la Comisién Europea ha pedido este jueves, 26 de septiembre de 2013, al Estado
espafiol que detenga un proyecto de regadio en la provincia de Jaén con agua extraida de los acuiferos del parque
natural Sierras de Cazorla, Segura y las Villas hasta que se haya completado un estudio de impacto ambiental
adecuado. Si en el plazo de dos meses las autoridades del Estado espafiol no cumplen sus exigencias, el Ejecutivo
comunitario podria llevar el caso ante el Tribunal de Justicia de la UE.

Alaluz de lo anterior,

1. ¢Puede facilitar la Comision toda la informacién relevante referente a las exigencias que ha planteado a las
autoridades del Estado espafiol?

2. ¢Cudles son las razones juridicas en las que basa tal decision?

Respuesta del Sr. Poto¢nik en nombre de la Comisién
(14 de noviembre de 2013)

El 30de septiembre de 2013 la Comisiéon envié a Espafia en aplicacién del articulo 258 del Tratado de
Funcionamiento de la Union Europea un dictamen motivado en el que establecia su posicion sobre el incumplimiento
de las obligaciones derivadas de la Directiva de la evaluacién del impacto ambiental (}) y de la Directiva de Hébitats (*),
asi como sobre las medidas que debfan adoptar las autoridades espafiolas para garantizar que esas obligaciones se
cumplieran.

En su dictamen motivado, la Comisién consideraba que las autoridades espafiolas habfan incumplido obligaciones
fundamentales impuestas por esas dos Directivas al haber autorizado en la provincia de Jaén un proyecto de regadio
sin antes haber evaluado de forma adecuada su posible impacto en las aguas subterrdneas y en los objetivos de
conservacion de los espacios de la red Natura 2000 afectados por el proyecto. La Comisién indicaba también que
dichas autoridades no habian tomado las medidas oportunas para evitar el deterioro de los hdbitats y la perturbacion
de las especies por las que se habian incluido esos espacios en Natura 2000.

El plazo del que disponen las autoridades espafiolas para presentar sus observaciones a la Comision finaliza el 30 de
noviembre de 2013.

() http://www.20minutos.es/noticia/1929849/0/

()  Directiva 2011/92/UE del Parlamento Europeo y del Consejo, de 13 de diciembre de 2011, relativa a la evaluacién de las repercusiones de
determinados proyectos ptiblicos y privados sobre el medio ambiente (codificacién).

()  Directiva 92/43|CEE del Consejo, de 21 de mayo de 1992, relativa a la conservacion de los hébitats naturales y de la fauna y flora silvestres.
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Question for written answer E-011025/13
to the Commission
Ramon Tremosa i Balcells (ALDE)
(27 September 2013)

Subject: Irrigation project

According to media reports, (') on Thursday, 26 September 2013, the Commission asked Spain to suspend an
irrigation project in the Jaén province using water from natural aquifers in the Sierras de Cazorla, Segura y las Villas
Natural Park pending a full environmental impact assessment. If the Spanish authorities fail to comply with this
request within two months, the Commission could take the case to the Court of Justice of the European Union.

In view of the above:
1. Canthe Commission provide full details of what it has required of the Spanish authorities?

2. What are the legal grounds for this decision?

Answer given by Mr Poto¢nik on behalf of the Commission
(14 November 2013)

On 30 September 2013 the Commission sent Spain a Reasoned Opinion under Article 258 of the Treaty on the
Functioning of the European Union, setting out its position on the infringement and the action required by the
Spanish authorities to ensure compliance with the relevant obligations under the Environmental Impact
Assessment (*) and Habitats (°) Directives.

In its Reasoned Opinion, the Commission took the view that the Spanish authorities have failed to respect key
obligations under the abovementioned Directives by authorising the irrigation project in the Jaén province without
having first properly assessed its potential impact on groundwater and on the Natura2000 sites in question in view of
their conservation objectives, nor taken the adequate measures to avoid deterioration of habitats and disturbances of
the species for which the areas have been designated.

The Spanish authorities have until 30 November 2013 to submit their observations to the Commission.

() http://www.20minutos.es/noticia/1929849/0/

()  Directive 2011/92/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 13 December 2011 on the assessment of the effects of certain public and
private projects on the environment (codification).

()  Council Directive 92/43[EEC of 21 May 1992 on the conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora.
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Mistogsija ghal twegiba bil-miktub E-011027/13
lill- Kummissjoni
Claudette Abela Baldacchino (S&D)
(27 ta’ Settembru 2013)

Suggett: Definizzjoni ta’ xoghol prekarju

Sabiex tigi indirizzata b'mod komprensiv il-problema li gqed tikber tax-xoghol prekarju, il-Kummissjoni tista’ taghti
definizzjoni ta’ xoghol prekarju?

Twegiba moghtija mis-Sur Andor fisem il-Kummissjoni
(15 ta’ Novembru 2013)

I-Kummissjoni tirreferi lill-Onorevoli Membru ghat-twegiba taghha ghall-mistogsija bil-miktub P-009626/2013 ().

Ix-xoghol prekarju mhuwiex kuncett guridiku. Studju dwar ix-xoghol prekarju u d-drittijiet soc¢jali li twettaq fl-
2012 (*) sab li l-prekarjeta fir-relazzjonijiet tal-impjieg gejja minn tahlita ta’ fatturi, inkluzi 1-kategorija tax-xoghol, is-
sistema assistenzjali fis-sehh u s-sitwazzjoni tal-familja tal-haddiem. Skont dawk il-fatturi, il-prekarjeta tista’ taffettwa
lill-haddiema b’kull forma ta’ kuntratt ta’ impjieg.

() http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getAllAnswers.do?reference=P-2013-00962 6 &language=MT

()  “Study on precarious work and social rights” (“Studju dwar ix-xoghol prekarju u d-drittijiet so¢jali”) imwettaq ghall-Kummissjoni mill-universita
msejha “London Metropolitan University” f April tal-2012, li jinsab fis-sit tal-internet li gej:
http:|[ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catld=157 &langld=mt&furtherPubs=yes
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Question for written answer E-011027/13
to the Commission
Claudette Abela Baldacchino (S&D)
(27 September 2013)

Subject: Definition of precarious work

In order to tackle the increasing problem of precarious work in a comprehensive way, can the Commission give a
definition of precarious work?

Answer given by Mr Andor on behalf of the Commission
(15 November 2013)

The Commission would refer the Honourable Member to its answer to Written Question P-009626/2013 ().

‘Precarious work’ is not a legal concept. A study (°) on precarious work and social rights carried out in 2012 found
that precariousness in employment relationships arises from a combination of factors, including the category of
work, the welfare system in place and the worker’s family situation. Depending on those factors, precariousness can
affect workers with any form of employment contract.

() http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getAllAnswers.do?reference=P-2013-009626&language=EN
()  ‘Study on precarious work and social rights’, carried out for the Commission by London Metropolitan University, April 2012; available at:
(http:/[ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catld=157 &langld=en&furtherPubs=yes).
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Question avec demande de réponse écrite E-011028/13
ala Commission
Philippe de Villiers (EFD)
(27 septembre 2013)

Objet: Incidence sur I'héliciculture de I'étiquetage européen prévu en décembre 2014

Alors que la moralisation du secteur agroalimentaire est devenue un véritable enjeu, le code des pratiques loyales qui
encadre I'héliciculture a été modifié en 2012, de telle sorte qu'a la demande des industriels, la mention du mode et du
lieu de production est devenue facultative. Les producteurs d’escargots souhaitent cependant une reconnaissance de
leurs efforts (€levage et identité géographique) et demandent plus de tragabilité.

Le reglement (UE) n° 1169/2011 du 25 octobre 2011 sur l'étiquetage des produits culinaires comprenant un seul
ingrédient et sur les ingrédients constituant plus de 50 % du produit fini entrera en application en décembre 2014.

Dans quelle mesure cette réglementation s'appliquera-t-elle aux héliciculteurs? Dans quelle mesure leur permettra-t-
elle d’obtenir une meilleure tracabilité et une réelle reconnaissance de leur travail?

Réponse donnée par M. Borg au nom de la Commission
(15 novembre 2013)

Le réglement (UE) n° 1169/2011 du Parlement européen et du Conseil concernant I'information des consommateurs
sur les denrées alimentaires (') s'applique a toutes les denrées alimentaires destinées au consommateur final ou aux
collectivités. Il définit les informations obligatoires qui doivent figurer sur les denrées alimentaires préemballées, tout
en laissant aux Etats membres le soin de réglementer celles qui doivent figurer sur les denrées alimentaires non
préemballées. Par ailleurs, il demande & la Commission de présenter au Parlement européen et au Conseil des rapports
envisageant la possibilité d’étendre a d’autres denrées alimentaires I'indication obligatoire de l'origine sur I'étiquetage,
y compris pour les produits & un seul ingrédient et les ingrédients constituant plus de 50 % d'une denrée alimentaire.
Ces rapports doivent tenir compte de la nécessité d'informer les consommateurs, de la faisabilité de fournir
l'indication du pays d'origine ou du lieu de provenance et d’'une analyse des cofits et des avantages de l'introduction de
telles mesures, analyse englobant les incidences juridiques sur le marché intérieur et les conséquences pour le
commerce international. En fonction des conclusions de ces rapports, la Commission peut présenter des propositions
de modification des dispositions pertinentes de la législation de I'Union ou adopter de nouvelles initiatives, le cas
échéant, sur une base sectorielle. En soi, la Commission ne peut, a ce stade, prendre position sur la question soulevée
en l'espéce.

() JOL304du22.11.2011,p.18.
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Question for written answer E-011028/13
to the Commission
Philippe de Villiers (EFD)
(27 September 2013)

Subject: Snail farming impact of European labelling planned for December 2014

While raising ethical standards in the agro-food sector has become a real issue, the code of fair practice governing
snail farming was amended in 2012 at the request of manufacturers, making it optional to list the method and place
of production. However, snail producers would like recognition of their work (farming and geographical identity) and
are calling for greater traceability.

Regulation (EU) No 1169/2011 of 25 October 2011 on the labelling of food products that contain a single ingredient
and on ingredients that represent more than 50% of the finished product will come into force in December 2014.

To what extent will this regulation apply to snail farmers? To what extent will it allow them to improve traceability
and gain real recognition of their work?

Answer given by Mr Borg on behalf of the Commission
(15 November 2013)

Regulation (EU) No 1169/2011 of the European Parliament and the Council on the provision of food information to
consumers (') applies to all foods delivered to the final consumer or to mass caterers. It establishes the mandatory
information for prepacked foods while it leaves up to the Member States to regulate the mandatory information for
non-prepacked foods. Regarding mandatory origin labelling, it requires the Commission to submit reports to the
European Parliament and the Council exploring the possibility to extend mandatory origin labelling with respect to
certain foods, including for single ingredient products and ingredients that represent more than 50% of a food. Those
reports must take into account the need for the consumer to be informed, the feasibility of providing the mandatory
indication of the country of origin or place of provenance and an analysis of the costs and benefits of the introduction
of such measures, including the legal impact on the internal market and impact on international trade. Depending on
the outcome of the reports, the Commission may submit proposals to modify the relevant Union provisions or may
take new initiatives, where appropriate, on a sectorial basis. As such, the Commission cannot at this stage take a
position on the issue raised at hand.

() OJL304,22.11.2011,p. 18.
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Interrogazione con richiesta di risposta scritta E-011030/13
alla Commissione
Aldo Patriciello (PPE)
(27 settembre 2013)

Oggetto: Aiuti di Stato per materiale rotabile ad operatori del trasporto merci — Replica

11 6.5.2013 rivolsi alla Commissione l'interrogazione E-004934/2013 e la risposta del Commissario Almunia fu
pubblicata il 12.7.2013.

Alla luce degli elementi menzionati nella replica pervenuta, vi sono taluni aspetti che la Commissione dovrebbe
tenere in considerazione al fine di rivedere la posizione espressa.

In particolare, il traffico merci via ferrovia in Italia ha registrato negli ultimi 5 anni una riduzione verticale del 38,9 %
passando da 70.743.130 treni/km del 2008 a 43.206.034 treni/km del 2012 (Fonte RFI, Fercargo).

Alcune imprese italiane hanno partecipato alla Consultazione indetta dalla DG Concorrenza al fine di formulare
osservazioni sull'applicazione del regolamento generale di esenzione per categoria, inviando l'apposito questionario
in data 12.9.2012 nel quale si richiedeva espressamente una modifica delle Linee guida comunitarie per gli aiuti di
Stato alle imprese ferroviarie (2008/C 184/07).

Contrariamente ai principi di liberalizzazione perseguiti dalla Commissione nei pacchetti ferroviari, non ultimo il
quarto che a breve sara approvato, allargando gli orizzonti all’Europa si assiste inesorabilmente ad una vera e propria
ri-monopolizzazione del settore cargo ferroviario confermato dal fatto che le compagnia ferroviaria tedesca
(Deutsche Bahn AG) puo «vantare» una quota di mercato parial 79 %.

La concessione agli incumbent di aiuti per l'acquisto di materiale rotabile per il trasporto passeggeri acuisce
ulteriormente la «discriminazione» e avvantaggia ulteriormente le imprese (ex)monopoliste che perpetrano, almeno
per ITtalia, I'obiettivo di ridurre drasticamente la possibilita di investimenti nel settore cargo da parte di imprese
private «bloccando» nei fatti la concorrenza.

Tale ostacolo si concretizza nella impossibilita da parte di altre imprese di usufruire sia di aiuti ma anche di ingenti
risorse finanziarie che sono messe a disposizione degli incumbent dagli azionisti di riferimento, nella fattispecie lo
Stato.

Alla luce di quanto sopra indicato non ritiene la Commissione che mediante l'erogazione di aiuti di Stato per
l'acquisto di materiale rotabile anche ad operatori del trasporto merci si favoriscano gli investimenti dei piccoli
operatori privati riducendo de facto i regimi oligo-monopolistici esistenti dicotomici rispetto alle condizione di
liberalizzazione necessarie?

Risposta di Joaquin Almunia a nome della Commissione
(22 novembre 2013)

La Commissione ¢ consapevole del rischio del trasferimento del trasporto merci dalla ferrovia alla strada. A tale
riguardo le attuali linee guida in materia di trasporti ferroviari contengono varie disposizioni che possono essere
utilizzate a vantaggio del trasporto merci per ferrovia, in particolare aiuti per l'utilizzo dell'infrastruttura ferroviaria,
cosa che riduce i costi esterni e rafforza I'interoperabilita ai sensi del capo 6 delle linee guida.

Finora gli Stati membri non hanno notificato alla Commissione alcun progetto di cofinanziamento per 'acquisto di
materiale rotabile da parte di operatori del trasporto merci. Data l'assenza di una prassi decisionale, non risulta
necessario o appropriato codificare le norme applicabili agli aiuti per il materiale rotabile per il trasporto merci nelle
linee guida in materia di trasporti ferroviari.
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Question for written answer E-011030/13
to the Commission
Aldo Patriciello (PPE)
(27 September 2013)

Subject: State aid for rolling stock and freight train operators — reply

On 6 May 2013 I submitted Question E-004934/2013 to the Commission, and Commissioner Almunia’s answer was
published on 12 July 2013.

In the light of the points mentioned in the answer, there are some aspects that the Commission ought to take into
account with a view to reviewing the position it has expressed.

In particular, over the last five years rail freight traffic has fallen sharply in Italy, by 38.9%, from 70 743 130 train-km
in 2008 to 43 206 034 train-km in 2012 (Source: RF], Fercargo).

Some Italian companies have taken part in the consultation organised by DG Competition with a view to providing
comments on the application of the General Block Exemption Regulation. On 12 September 2012 they sent in the
relevant questionnaire, expressly calling for an amendment to the Community guidelines on state aid for railway
undertakings (2008/C 184/07).

Contrary to the principles of liberalisation which the Commission has set out to achieve in the rail packages, not least
the fourth, which is shortly to be adopted, enlarging the horizons to Europe is inevitably bringing about a shift in the
direction of an outright re-monopolisation of the rail freight sector. This is confirmed by the fact that the German rail
company (Deutsche Bahn AG) can ‘boast’ a market share of 79%.

Allocating aid to incumbent operators for the purchase of rolling stock for passenger transport is further exacerbating
the ‘discrimination’ and giving additional advantages to the (former) monopoly enterprises which, at least for Italy, set
out to drastically reduce possible investments in the cargo sector by private enterprises, actually hindering
competition.

This obstacle can be seen in the way it is impossible for other enterprises to benefit either from aid or from the huge
financial resources that are made available to the incumbent operators by the existing shareholders — in this case, the
State.

In view of the above, does the Commission not believe that granting state aid for the purchase of rolling stock to
freight transport operators too would promote investment in small private operators, thus bringing about a real
reduction in the existing oligopolistic or monopolistic systems, which are totally odds with the necessary conditions
for liberalisation?

Answer given by Mr Almunia on behalf of the Commission
(22 November 2013)

The Commission is aware of the risk of cargo being transferred from rail to the road. In this respect the current
Railway Guidelines contain several provisions that can be used for the benefit of rail cargo transport, in particular aid
for rail infrastructure use, reducing external costs and enhancing interoperability under Chapter 6 of the Guidelines.

Member States so far have not notified to the Commission any projects for co-financing the purchase of rolling stock
by freight transport operators. Given the absence of a decision-making practice, it does not appear necessary or
appropriate to codify the rules applicable to aid for freight rolling stock in the Railway Guidelines.
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Question avec demande de réponse écrite E-011031/13
ala Commission
Marc Tarabella (S&D)
(27 septembre 2013)

Objet: Observatoire du lait

Le commissaire européen a l'agriculture, Dacian Ciolos, envisage de créer un observatoire du lait, afin de mieux
analyser les tendances sur un marché qui sera pleinement libéralisé a partir de 2015.

«Nous devons mettre en place un nouveau systeme de collecte de données pour mettre a disposition du secteur des
analyses dans un laps de temps plus court», a-t-il déclaré, a Bruxelles, lors d'une conférence convoquée pour préparer
I'abandon des quotas fin mars 2015. «'envisage de proposer ce type d’outil au sein de la Commission européenne, en
créant un observatoire des marchés. Celui-ci sera chargé de faire cette analyse sur le court terme et de présenter des
données au secteur».

1. L'objectif est-il de permettre une adaptation flexible des volumes de lait offerts a la demande du marché?
2. LaCommission pense-t-elle que ce sera suffisant?
3. Quelles sont les perspectives de fluctuation du marché du lait escomptées par la Commission?

4. Comment la Commission imagine-t-elle pouvoir rétablir I'équilibre sur le marché et stabiliser le prix moyen du
lait & un niveau qui permette de couvrir le cotit de production?

Réponse donnée par M. Ciolos au nom de la Commission
(15 novembre 2013)

L'objectif de 'Observatoire du marché du lait (OML) est de fournir des informations plus transparentes au secteur
laitier de 'UE grace a la diffusion en temps utile d'informations et d’analyses a court terme concernant le marché.

La Commission croit que cet instrument améliorera efficacement la transparence en communiquant des informations
plus détaillées et plus fréquentes.

Les fluctuations ne peuvent étre prévues pour aucun marché. Toutefois, 'OML tirera le meilleur parti de son expertise
pour réaliser des analyses précises de la situation et des tendances du marché.

En outre, 'OML mettra a disposition des informations sur le marché, pour que les acteurs économiques puissent
prendre leurs décisions entrepreneuriales en s'appuyant sur les meilleures informations possibles.

Le nouveau cadre de la PAC offre des outils pour mieux soutenir le secteur laitier de 'Union européenne. Le nouveau
réglement OCM unique renforcera les instruments d'intervention permettant a la Commission de corriger les
déséquilibres du marché. De plus, de nouvelles dispositions permettront a la Commission d’adopter des mesures
d'urgence en cas de crise grave dans le secteur laitier.

Dans le domaine du développement rural, de nouvelles dispositions permettront aux Etats membres d’élaborer des
sous-programmes thématiques ciblant un secteur spécifique, tel que le secteur laitier. Un nouvel ensemble d'outils de
gestion des risques donnera également la possibilité aux Etats membres d’accorder des aides supplémentaires aux
producteurs laitiers confrontés a des risques.

La Commission réfléchit actuellement aux résultats des discussions qui ont eu lieu lors de la conférence sur le lait a
laquelle se réfere 'Honorable Parlementaire. Les conclusions de celle-ci seront présentées au Parlement européen et au
Conseil avant la fin de I'année.
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Question for written answer E-011031/13
to the Commission
Marc Tarabella (S&D)
(27 September 2013)

Subject: Milk observatory

European Commissioner for Agriculture and Rural Development, Dacian Ciolos, is planning to create a milk
observatory in order to better analyse trends in a market that will be opened up completely in 2015.

During a conference held in Brussels to prepare for the abolition of quotas at the end of March 2015,
Commissioner Ciolos said: ‘We must put in place a new system of data collection to provide industry analysis in a
shorter period of time. So, Iplan to offer this type of tool within the European Commission, creating a market
observatory. It will be responsible for short-term analysis and present the data to the sector.’

1. Istheaim to allow milk volumes to be adjusted more easily to meet market demand?
2. Does the Commission believe this will be sufficient?
3. Does it predict future fluctuations in the milk market?

4. How will it redress the balance in the market and stabilise the average price of milk at a level that covers the cost
of production?

Answer given by Mr Ciolos on behalf of the Commission
(15 November 2013)

The aim of the Milk Market Observatory (MMO) is to provide the EU dairy sector with more transparency by means of
disseminating market data and short-term analysis in a timely manner.

The Commission expects this instrument to be effective in terms of improving transparency through more detailed
and more frequent information.

Fluctuations cannot be predicted in any market. However, the MMO will take the most of its expertise to produce
accurate analyses on the market situation and trends.

Moreover, the MMO will make market information available, so that the economic operators can make their
entrepreneurial decisions with the best possible information basis.

The new CAP framework provides for tools to better support the EU milk sector. The new Single CMO regulation will
strengthen the intervention instruments available for the Commission to tackle market imbalances. In addition, new
provisions will allow the Commission to adopt emergency measures in the eventuality of a severe crisis in the milk
sector.

In the field of rural development, new provisions allow Member States to design thematic sub-programmes, targeted
to a specific sector such as dairy. A new risk management toolkit will also give Member States the possibility to offer
extra help to dairy farmers dealing with risk.

The Commission is currently reflecting on the outcome of the discussions held at the milk conference the Honourable
Member is referring to, and the conclusion of the milk conference will be presented at the European Parliament and
the Council before the end of the year.
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Pregunta con solicitud de respuesta escrita E-011157/13
ala Comision (Vicepresidenta/Alta Representante)
Willy Meyer (GUE/NGL)

(1 de octubre de 2013)

Asunto: VP[HR — Encarcelamiento de Berta Céceres por su oposicion a la presa de Agua Zarca (Honduras)

El Juzgado de Letras de Intibucd (Honduras) ordend el pasado 20 de septiembre el encarcelamiento de Berta Céceres,
dirigente del pueblo lenca. El poder judicial del Gobierno del Presidente Porfirio Lobo vuelve a recurrir a la
persecucion de los defensores del medio ambiente en Honduras.

Esta detencion, realizada bajo falsas acusaciones segtin denuncian fuentes del pueblo lenca, se produce unos meses
después del asesinato de Tomds Garcia, otro dirigente de dicho pueblo, involucrado en la defensa de la cuenca del rio
Blanco, donde las empresas hidroeléctricas DESA y Sinohydro estdn desarrollando el proyecto de la presa de Agua
Zarca, que tendrd efectos devastadores para las comunidades lenca de la zona.

Estas comunidades han dado a conocer, de manera enérgica, su rechazo al proyecto que las dos empresas estdn
realizando en su region, que viola el derecho de las poblaciones indigenas locales a ser consultados sobre el proyecto,
tal y como recoge la Convencién 169 de la Organizacion Internacional de Trabajo que el Estado de Honduras ratificé
en 1995.

Esta situacién muestra una actitud persecutoria de las protestas de las comunidades lenca, que tan solo exigen que el
Gobierno de Honduras cumpla con las obligaciones juridicas que tiene con respecto a los pueblos indigenas en
relacién con el desarrollo de un proyecto que afecta a sus tierras. Toda vez que préximamente se celebrardn
elecciones, las protestas politicas en favor del cumplimiento del Derecho internacional demuestran que el Gobierno
hondurefio emplea las instituciones para la persecucién de los opositores politicos.

¢Estd al tanto la Vicepresidenta/Alta Representante de la detencion de la dirigente lenca Berta Caceres?
¢Tiene intencién de instar a la Administracién hondurefia a que libere a dicha dirigente?

¢Piensa exigir al Gobierno de Honduras que aplique el derecho de consulta a las comunidades lenca, en virtud de lo
dispuesto en el Convenio 169 de la OIT, en relacién con la presa de Agua Zarca?

¢Piensa instar a Honduras a que revise sus acciones en contra de los opositores politicos de cara a las préximas
elecciones del 24 de noviembre?

Respuesta conjunta de la alta representante y vicepresidenta Ashton en nombre de la Comisiéon
(19 de noviembre de 2013)

La Delegacion de la UE en Honduras fue informada de este asunto y se puso inmediatamente en contacto con las
autoridades hondurefias para recabar informacién. Segtn las explicaciones facilitadas, no ha habido acoso judicial
contra los tres lideres indigenas, incluida la Sra. D* Bertha Céceres. El proceso se ha llevado a cabo con arreglo al
c6digo penal hondurefio, que constituye la base juridica para imponer a la Sra. Cdceres la pena de prision preventiva.

La Delegacién de la UE también se entrevistd con representantes de la FIDH (Federacion Internacional de Derechos
Humanos) durante su dltima mision en Honduras (28 de septiembre) y se hablé entonces de este asunto. La
Delegacion de la UE recaba continuamente informacion de las ONG locales de derechos humanos y seguird estando
atenta al curso de este y otros asuntos.

La UE da prioridad absoluta a la cuestion de las violaciones de los derechos humanos en el didlogo permanente con las
principales partes interesadas del Gobierno. La UE ha prestado apoyo a los defensores de los derechos humanos
mediante el Instrumento Europeo para la Democracia y los Derechos Humanos, en particular mediante el refuerzo de
las capacidades institucionales de las organizaciones de derechos humanos dedicadas a esta importante tarea. La UE
también estd apoyando actualmente la aplicacién de la Politica Piiblica en Derechos Humanos y el fortalecimiento del
sistema nacional de proteccién de los derechos humanos, incluidos los de las comunidades indigenas.
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Question avec demande de réponse écrite E-011032/13
ala Commission (Vice-présidente/Haute Représentante)
Marc Tarabella (S&D)

(27 septembre 2013)

Objet: VP/HR — Honduras: dirigeants indigénes injustement emprisonnés

1. Les autorités honduriennes doivent abandonner les poursuites engagées contre trois dirigeants indigenes a la
suite d’accusations fallacieuses. Leur proces se termine vendredi 20 septembre. A Tapproche de I'élection
présidentielle en novembre, les défenseurs des Droits de 'homme sont de plus en plus souvent victimes d’attaques
dans ce pays. Comment réagissent les autorités européennes?

2. Des entretiens sont-ils prévus sur cette violation des Droits de 'homme?

«Ceux qui défendent les droits fondamentaux au Honduras risquent désormais leur vie. Les dirigeants indigénes
protégeant les droits de leur peuple sont particuliérement visés», a déploré Nancy Tapias Torrado, spécialiste a
Amnesty International des défenseurs des Droits de 'Thomme de la région des Amériques. En mai, elle a rencontré ces
trois responsables, Bertha Cdceres, Tomds Gomez et Aureliano Molina, qui ont été accusés «d'usurpation, de
coercition et de dommages continuels» et d'incitation d’autrui & commettre ces mémes infractions. Sils étaient
emprisonnés, Amnesty International les considérerait comme des prisonniers d’opinion. Les trois accusés étaient en
premiére ligne d’une campagne concernant un projet hydroélectrique & Rio Blanco, dans le nord-ouest du Honduras,
ol vit la communauté indigéne Lenca. Ils demandent le respect de leurs droits fondamentaux, notamment le droit de
donner leur consentement libre, préalable et éclairé a ce projet.

Bertha Caceres, coordonnatrice du Conseil civique d’organisations populaires et indigénes du Honduras (COPINH),
doit par ailleurs répondre d’accusations de transport d’arme a feu non enregistrée. Elle affirme que I'arme en question
a été subrepticement placée dans sa voiture par des militaires 2 un point de controle. Le proces dont elle fait I'objet
pour ces charges d’accusation est en cours.

3. Il parait manifeste que le harcelement dont Bertha Caceres est actuellement la cible vise a 'empécher de défendre
les droits du peuple Lenca. Les autorités européennes ne devraient-elles pas lui montrer toute leur solidarité?

Réponse commune donnée par M™ Ashton, Vice-présidente/Haute Représentante au nom de la Commission
(19 novembre 2013)

La délégation de 'UE au Honduras a été informée de cette affaire et a immédiatement demandé des renseignements
aux autorités honduriennes. Selon les explications fournies, les trois dirigeants indigénes, parmi lesquels
Mme Bertha Caceres, n'ont pas été victimes de harcélement judiciaire. Les procédures ont été menées dans le respect
du code pénal du pays, sur la base juridique duquel M™ Caceres a été placée en détention préventive.

La délégation de I'UE a également rencontré des représentants de la FIDH (Fédération internationale des Droits de
I'homme) a 'occasion de leur derniére mission au Honduras (le 28 septembre) et abordé cette affaire avec eux. Elle
demande en permanence des informations aux ONG locales chargées de défendre les Droits de 'homme et continuera
a suivre I'évolution de ce dossier et d’autres affaires.

Dans le cadre du dialogue permanent qu'elle entretient avec les principales parties intéressées au sein du
gouvernement, 'UE donne la priorité absolue au respect des Droits de 'homme. Elle soutient les défenseurs des Droits
de 'homme par l'intermédiaire de I'instrument européen pour la démocratie et les Droits de 'homme, notamment en
renforgant les capacités institutionnelles que les organisations de défense des Droits de 'homme consacrent a cette
tache importante. En outre, 'UE appuie actuellement la mise en ceuvre de la politique publique nationale des Droits de
I'homme et le renforcement du systeme national de protection des Droits de 'homme, y compris des droits des
communautés indigénes.
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Question for written answer E-011032/13
to the Commission (Vice-President/High Representative)
Marc Tarabella (S&D)
(27 September 2013)

Subject: VP[HR — Honduras: indigenous leaders wrongfully imprisoned

1. Authorities in Honduras must drop spurious charges against three indigenous leaders, whose trial ends on
Friday 20 September 201 3. There have been an increasing number of attacks against human rights defenders in the
country ahead of the presidential elections in November. What is the European authorities’ response to this?

2. Have any meetings been scheduled with regard to this breach of human rights?

According to Nancy Tapias Torrado, Researcher on Human Rights Defenders in the Americas at Amnesty
International, ‘Defending human rights in Honduras has become a life-threatening activity with indigenous leaders
protecting their peoples’ rights being particularly vulnerable to attack.” In May 2013 Ms Tapias Torrado met the three
leaders, Bertha Céceres, Tomds Gémez and Aureliano Molina, who have been charged with ‘usurpation, coercion and
continued damages’ and with inciting others to commit these crimes. If they are imprisoned, Amnesty International
will consider them prisoners of conscience. The three defendants were at the forefront of a campaign concerning a
hydroelectric project in Rio Blanco, north-west Honduras, where the Lenca indigenous community lives. They want
their fundamental rights, including the right to free, prior and informed consent regarding the project, to be
respected.

Bertha Caceres, coordinator of the Civic Council of the Indigenous and Popular Organisations of Honduras
(COPINH), is also facing charges of carrying an unlicensed gun. She claims that it was planted in her car by military
officers at a checkpoint. The trial on these charges is ongoing.

3. It seems obvious that the current harassment of Bertha Céceres is designed to prevent her from defending the
rights of the Lenca people. Should the European authorities not offer her their full support?

Question for written answer E-011157/13
to the Commission (Vice-President/High Representative)
Willy Meyer (GUE/NGL)
(1 October 2013)

Subject: VP[HR — The jailing of Berta Céceres for her opposition to the Agua Zarca dam (Honduras)

On 20 September, the Court of Intibucd in Honduras ordered the imprisonment of Berta Céceres, leader of the Lenca
people. The judiciary of President Porfirio Lobo’s government is once again persecuting environmental campaigners
in Honduras.

This sentence, which Lenca sources say was based on false accusations, took place several months after the murder of
Tomds Garcia, another Lenca leader who was involved in defending the basin of the River Blanco, where the
hydroelectric companies DESA and Sinohydro are working on the Agua Zarca dam project, which will have a
devastating effect on local Lenca communities.

These communities have voiced their strong opposition to the project, which violates the principles of consultation
enshrined in Convention 169 of the International Labour Organisation, which was ratified by Honduras in 1995.

This situation demonstrates the persecution faced by Lenca protestors, who are merely asking the Honduran
Government to fulfil its legal obligations to consult indigenous people on the development of a project that affects
their lands. In view of the fact that elections will soon be held, political protests demanding that international law be
applied reveal that the Honduran Government uses the institutions to persecute its political opponents.
Is the Vice-President/High Representative aware of the imprisonment of the Lenca leader Berta Caceres?

Will she urge the Honduran Government to release this leader?

Will she demand that the Honduran Government respects the right of Lenca communities to be consulted on the
Agua Zarca dam, as set down in Convention 169 of the International Labour Organisation?
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Given that elections are due to be held on 24 November, will she urge Honduras to review the actions takes against
political opponents?

Joint answer given by High Representative/Vice-President Ashton on behalf of the Commission
(19 November 2013)

The EU Delegation in Honduras was informed of this case and immediately contacted Honduran authorities
requesting information. According to explanations provided there has been no judicial harassment towards the three
indigenous leaders, including Mrs Bertha Caceres. The proceedings have been done in accordance with the Honduran
Penal code which is the legal basis for sentencing Mrs Caceres to preventive detention.

The EU Delegation also met representatives of the FIDH (International Federation for Human Rights) during their last
mission to Honduras (September 28th) and discussed this case. The EU Delegation is continuously requesting
information from local Human Rights NGOs and will continue monitoring new developments on this and other
cases.

The EU gives high priority to the matter of human rights violations in ongoing dialogue with all key stakeholders of
government. The EU has supported Human Rights defenders through the European Instrument for Human Rights
and Democracy, especially by strengthening institutional capacities of Human Rights organisations dedicated to this
important task. The EU is also currently supporting the implementation of the National Human Rights Public Policy
and the strengthening of the national system for the protection of Human Rights, which includes those of the
indigenous communities.
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Question avec demande de réponse écrite E-011034/13
ala Commission
Marc Tarabella (S&D)
(27 septembre 2013)

Objet: Transition écoresponsable

La transition écologique suppose une prise de conscience des consommateurs, dont les attitudes a 'égard de ce qu'ils
consomment doivent évoluer. Toutefois, la volonté des gouvernements ne se limite pas a modifier les comportements
de consommation en renchérissant ce qui pollue et en incitant financierement les consommateurs et citoyens a
privilégier la vertu environnementale au gaspillage ou a I'hyper-consumérisme.

Un consommateur mieux informé est a méme de choisir la voie d'une consommation durable. Informé, il peut peser
sur la chaine de production, encourager les circuits courts, exiger que ce qu'il achete soit réparable et de bonne qualité.

Que met en place la Commission concrétement afin de donner le pouvoir d’agir aux Européens pour qu’ils
s'approprient les outils de la transition écologique? Tant promouvoir I'économie sociale et solidaire que rééquilibrer
les pouvoirs en faveur des consommateurs traduisent en actes cette volonté.

Réponse donnée par M. Poto¢nik au nom de la Commission
(28 novembre 2013)

Sensibiliser les citoyens aux incidences environnementales de la consommation est au centre d'un grand nombre de
politiques de la Commission, notamment du plan d’action pour une consommation et une production durables de
2008. Ce plan inclut certains instruments, tels que le label écologique de I'UE et I'étiquetage relatif a l'efficacité
énergétique, qui sont reconnus par les citoyens de 'Union et qui facilitent, au quotidien, les choix durables dans le
marché unique. Cela se refléte également dans la feuille de route pour une Europe efficace dans l'utilisation des
ressources qui met 'accent sur la nécessité de fournir au consommateur des informations crédibles sur la performance
environnementale afin de s'assurer que la préférence aille aux meilleurs produits du marché. Dans sa proposition de
«marché unique des produits verts» ('), la Commission expérimente la mesure de 'empreinte écologique de produits
appartenant a dix groupes de produits, sur la base d’analyses du cycle de vie, en vue d’'une future mise en pratique au
moyen d'instruments tels que I'éco-conception et I'étiquetage écologique.

Le secrétaire général du bureau européen des unions de consommateurs (BEUC) étant membre de la plate-forme
européenne de l'utilisation efficace des ressources (), le point de vue des consommateurs est intégré a I'élaboration de
l'approche de la Commission en matiere d'utilisation efficace des ressources.

()  COM(2013) 196 du 9.4.2013.
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/eussd.smgp/
() http://ec.europa.eufenvironment/resource_efficiency/re_platform/about/members/index_en.htm
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Question for written answer E-011034/13
to the Commission
Marc Tarabella (S&D)
(27 September 2013)

Subject: Environmentally responsible transition

Environmental transition requires awareness on the part of consumers, whose attitudes towards what they consume
need to change. However, governments aim to do more than simply change consumer behaviour by raising the price
of anything that pollutes and offering consumers and citizens financial incentives to prioritise their environmental
responsibility over waste and hyperconsumerism.

Well-informed consumers are able to choose the path of sustainable consumption. By being informed, they can
influence the production chain, encourage the use of short supply chains and demand that the goods they buy can be
repaired and are of good quality.

What practical steps is the Commission taking to empower Europeans to take ownership of the tools of
envi